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(For 5th Field Ambulance Magazine)

MEMBER PROFILES
(With kind thanks to Dr. James Roche OAM)

James was born in the War Memorial Hospital, Waverley (Sydney) in 1932.
He was educated at boarding school from age 6; first at St John’s College, Campbelltown and then at 
Riverview, in Sydney. His first introduction to the army was here, as a cadet for several years.

On leaving college, he studied medicine at the University of Sydney and resided at the University.

He missed out on his National Service by one week and was going to join the University of Sydney Regiment 
but ‘they’ explained that due to the large influx of National Servicemen it would not be in his best interests 
to join at this time.

He graduated in medicine in 1956 and was a Resident Medical Officer at St Vincent’s Hospital, Sydney.

That year, he joined the CMF and went on his first Annual Camp with the RAASC to Singleton, with over 600 
personnel. “This was basically my first introduction to the army and I literally knew nothing—but I was able 
to look after the troops in camp!”

In 1957, he was appointed to 14th Field Regiment as the RMO and stayed with them for 3 years. He attended 
the Annual Camps and various bivouacs and in fact, has been a member of the Artillery Association ever 
since.

In 1960, he was transferred to 5th Field Ambulance. Whilst there he passed his exams and was confirmed as 
Captain. 
He attended the Annual Camps and bivouacs and learned a great deal more about army life.

During this time, he was a Resident at the Royal Alexandra Hospital for Children and later at the Women’s 
Hospital in Crown Street, Surry Hills. 
He became the Paediatric Registrar at the Women’s Hospital and following that appointment the University 
sent him to the USA to study fetal electrocardiography under Professor Hon.

He requested the Army to allow him to be attached to a Territorial unit in Los Angeles but it was not 
organised because at that stage the army was undergoing rationalisation. 
The 3 years he spent in the US saw him placed on the “Reserve List”. 

In 1987 he was placed on the “Reserve of Officers”.

Some years later, his colleagues, Colonel Warwick Wilkinson AO and Colonel Bill Molloy were ‘setting up’ the
RAAMC History Committee and they asked him to join them. He did and became the secretary of the RAAMC
Eastern Region History Committee—the position he still holds today.

He attends the yearly Army Conference in Canberra, which is held over several days. He attends with his 
brother, John, at this and other RAAMC  meetings held in Sydney.

In 2003, he was presented, by MAJGEN John Pearn AO, the Surgeon-General’s Commemorative Medallion for
the RAAMC Centenary.

In 2005, he was awarded the OAM which was presented to him by the NSW State Governor, Professor Marie 
Bashir AC. He is a personal friend of the Governor—they were both in the same year of medicine. 
In 2006, he was awarded The Australian Defence Medal.

He has been an Officer of the Military and Hospitaller Order of St Lazarus of Jerusalem for many years and 
last year (2010) received the honour of being made a Commander of the Order.
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He has always maintained an interest in the army, particularly the historical aspects, and for many years, as a
member of the 2nd ANZAC Medical Society, he went overseas and visited many counties including; France, 
Russia, Greece, Turkey, Israel, Egypt, Italy and others.

James, in working with Colonel Wilkinson AO and the RAAMC History Committee, was involved with the 
RAAMC Centenary Year in devising a concept, and seeing them both come to fruition;

First being the RAAMC Centenary pre-stamped 50c envelopes depicting the RAAMC Crest and Army medical 
scenes, and second, The Coin and Token Set, which comprises 2 items; one, a  50c 1995 cupro nickel coin 
depicting “Weary” Dunlop on one side and Queen Elizabeth 11 on the other. The other item is a gold 
coloured token made of aureate bonded steel on which one side depicts the AHS Centaur with the words 
inscribed “Paulatim-Little by Little-HMAHS Centaur, and the other side depicts the Medical Corps emblem 
with the words inscribed “Royal Australian Army Medical Corps-1903-2003” 

During the time James has been involved with the Eastern Region History Committee, the committee has 
finalised two Honour Boards; one for Brigadier-General Fiaschi and the other for the WW 1 medical officer, 
Colonel Evans. 

Another historical item was the “Walking Staff” of the RSM of the RAAMC.
The Staff was made of Tasmanian myrtle and the artist who created it was Warwick Saxby. It is a beautifully 
polished Staff with a snake coiled around it. It has a carving of Aesculapius and the RAAMC Corps Crest is on 
the Staff. 
James said the insurance value of this Staff would be in the vicinity of $5,000. It is now ‘housed’ in the 
Medical Museum in Healesville, Victoria.

James has been, and still is, a member of a number of organisations which include; The Royal United 
Services Institution of NSW (RUSI), The Defence Reserves Association (DRA), The Second ANZAC Medical 
Society, The Naval Historical Society of Australia, The War Memorial Foundation, The Australian National 
Maritime Museum, The Royal Australian Artillery Association, The Military History Society of NSW, The 
Eastern Region History Committee and 5th Field Ambulance Association.

-------------------------------
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(Reserve Forces Day magazine—JUNE 2011)

MEMBER PROFILES
(With kind thanks to the members who furnished their personal details)

K.B.(BARRY) COLLINS OAM
Barry, as he is known by all, was born on the 15 March 1934. He was the 3rd child of Will and Maude and lived 
in Randwick. Barry’s dad served in WW 1 and also served in the Militia prior to WW 2.

Barry attended Newington College and matriculated in December 1952. He enjoyed his school sports and 
achieved in athletics, cricket, basketball, rowing, tennis and rugby.

It was here he started his life-long passion for basketball, which still holds today.

Newington College holds some wonderful memories for Barry. He served on the library committee and helped 
catalogue a collection over the next few years.
He was also a member of their cadets and served as a Drum Major in the College Bugle and Drum Band 
(earning a remark on his Student Report Card…”An excellent Drum Major”).

His training in the cadets came in very handy when he was conscripted for National Service in 1953.
After he completed his NS commitment he stayed on in the CMF with 5th Field Ambulance and discharged in 
1963 with the rank of sergeant.

Sport played a big part in Barry’s early life, prior to him joining the NSW Police Force in 1958.
He played 1st Grade Colts Rugby Union for the Randwick club and did a “stint” at coaching there also, but he 
was a very good tennis player as well, and the sporting firm of Slazenger’s recognised his potential to the 
extent that they offered to “sponsor “him (rare in those days) and gave him racquets, shoes and gear whilst he 
did some promotional work for them.

Barry said one of his assignments was to fetch the legendary Gary Player from the airport the year he went on 
to win the Australian Open.
Barry continued to play tennis until well into his 60’s. He was, in fact, during his early days of pro-tennis, also 
used as linesman and did some umpiring. 
He has officiated at some matches that boasted immortal names like; Pancho Segura, Pancho Gonzales and 
Lew Hoad. He was a linesman in a Davis Cup final between Australia V Italy (Australia won 4-1).

Barry was honoured with Life Membership of two Tennis Clubs; The Wyvern Tennis Club and the Eastern 
Suburbs Tennis Association (where he was 15 years as a Board member and Social Secretary).

Going back to basketball, Barry played his first game in “D” Grade for the “Ozarks” and although he was still 
heavily involved with tennis and rugby, he liked basketball and played with the “Ozarks” until 1954.
In 1955, the CYO (Catholic Youth Organisation) and a number of other groups and teams joined together to 
form the Eastern Suburbs Basketball Competition. Barry played with the “Pandas” until midway through 1955 
when the “Wyvern Club” was formed. 
Barry was instrumental in this new club and the name—“Wyvern”--which is also the emblem of the Newington 
College (A Wyvern is a legendary flying dragon).

The “Wyvern’s” originally catered for Newington “old boys”—hence Barry’s services to them, being an “old 
Newingtonian himself!
Although Barry retired as a player in 1981, he still coaches and is a mentor of the Women’s Division 5, Thursday
night team.

Back in the 1950’s NSW Basketball wanted to build a central venue—The Alexandria Basketball Stadium—A 
meeting was called which ended with three people needing to go “guarantor” for a bank loan. Barry was one of
the three, he owned his own house and he put it up as collateral and never saw the deeds to his home for 
another 10 years.
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Alexandria became the HQ of the CSBA (City of Sydney Basketball Association). Barry also joined this 
Association. He became their Treasurer in 1968 and with the immense, initial help of his (late) sister, Elva, who 
eventually took over the reins and was also granted Life Membership. 
The only dual Life Membership of brother and sister in the history of the CSBA.

Barry has been on the CSBA Board for over 44 years, serving over the years as Secretary, Treasurer and 
President.

I mentioned briefly above that Barry was a member of the NSW Police Force. He joined in 1958 and was mainly
stationed at the Darlinghurst Police Station. 
The notorious Kings Cross was his usual “beat” and anyone who knew Sydney’s Kings Cross in the 50’s and 60’s 
knew it could be (and was) a very dangerous place. He knew and “crossed paths” with many colourful 
characters and notorious underworld figures of this era.

Barry, oddly enough, at this time, became interested in “orchids” due to his keeping company with a young 
lady, when they were in their twenties. 
So much so, that he joined the Orchid Society in 1962. His love of orchids saw him become a senior show judge 
and eventually become President of the Royal Horticultural Society. 
His passionate involvement with orchids earned him Life Memberships of the following;  the Eastern Suburbs 
Orchid Society, The Orchid Society, The Australasian Native Orchid Society and the Royal Agricultural Society of 
NSW.

Barry retired from the Police Force in 1984. As one can read, he has certainly been kept very busy.

Barry discharged from the CMF in 1963 and joined the Coogee-Randwick RSL Sub Branch in 1984. 

In the year 2000, he was elected as Welfare Officer of his Sub Branch (he still holds this position today) and  
was also awarded the OAM for his unstinting services to the community, in particular to the Australasian Native
Orchid Society and the Royal Agricultural Society of NSW and to amateur basketball.

In 2001, he was elected to the Board of the Coogee-Randwick RSL Club and in 2005 was elected the President.

In 2006, The Newington College Council initiated a prestigious Annual Award—The Newington Medal—this 
medal acknowledges outstanding contributions made by Old Boys and it is the highest honour Newington can 
bestow on an Old Boy for meritorious and commendable achievement. The medal also acknowledges an Old 
Boy (both Australian and International) whose work, profession, skill, dedication, generosity and/or support 
has involved meritorious and commendable achievement in business, the professions, community service, 
industrial development, technology, human relations, education, cultural development, sport, international 
relations, the arts or philanthropy.

Barry was one of two recipients to receive this prestigious Award.

Barry has been an active member of the ONU (Old Newingtonian’s Union) since he left the college. He is an 
ONU Council Member and currently chairman of the “70 Club”.
In 2010, Barry became one of two patrons of Newington’s Founders Society and was one of 25 Founding 
Members who bequeathed a gift so that future generations of Newington boys could discover what’s possible 
in their lives.

(I sincerely thank the information sheet of the Newington Annual Prize Giving 2010 and the Coogee-Randwick 
newsletter—“RisSoLes” Issue 1, August 2007).

Barry is a long time member, committee member and Life Member of our Association.
---------------------------------



(Reserve Forces Day Magazine—June 2011)

MEMBER PROFILES

(With kind thanks to MAJGEN Warren Glenny AO RFD ED)

Warren completed his formal education at East Sydney Technical College in 1952.
In his working career he worked in the wool industry for 9 years and following that, a period in the steel 
industry.

In 1968 he joined the retailer, Fosseys, and later, transferred as a General Manager to K-Mart in 1986.

He became a General Manager for a Coles Myer-Linfox joint venture and accepted an ‘early retirement’ in 
1992.

Warren, later, became the CEO of AUSTCARE  (Australia’s Overseas Refugee Aid Organisation) and was with 
them from October 1996 until December 2002.

Warren’s army service started as a cadet with the Royal NSW Lancers in November 1950.
He performed his National Service in 1953 at 12 NS Battalion, Ingleburn and then returned to the Lancers.

He served a large part of his army life with the Royal NSW  Lancers and was promoted through the ranks 
until he eventually commanded his unit as LTCOL in 1975.

Warren had a variety of postings at Regular and Reserve HQ and in 1990 he was promoted to Major General 
to command 3rd Division, whose HQ were in Melbourne.
He was later sent to Sydney to command the 2nd Division and served (mostly full time) as a Reservist.

During Warren’s periods of service he visited or served in South Vietnam, The Federal German Republic, the 
UK, PNG, Malaya and Indonesia. 

Warren, in his early years, has played a part in community activities such as;
Honorary Ambulance Officer with the Macarthur District Ambulance (NSW Ambulance Service) from 1956 to
1960, serving as a volunteer Fire Fighter with the NSW Fire Brigade from 1959 to 1966 and also ‘ran’ the 
Parramatta Foundation Week Procession from 1964 to 1976.

Some of the Appointments that Warren currently holds, or has held, include; 
Honorary Colonel of the 1/15 Royal NSW Lancers from 1996 -, National President Defence Reserves 
Association from 1996 to 2005 (now immediate Past President 2005-), Defence Reserves Association 
representative on the National Defence Reserves Support Council from 2006 to 2008, Castle Hill RSL Club 
Group Ltd Director since 1994 now President since 2005-, Patron of the Fort Scratchley Historical Society 
since 2002-, Patron of the Friends of the 2nd Infantry Battalions-Newcastle fro 1999-, Patron of the Australian
Monarchist League, Patron of the 2015 ANZAC Commemoration Coo-ee March (Gilgandra to Sydney), 
Chairman of the Refugee Resettlement Advisory Council (the council responsible to the Minister for 
Immigration) from 1997 to 2008, The Board of St John Ambulance (NSW) since June 2005 and later, became 
NSW Commissioner and in June 2007 as Deputy Chairman.

Warren has been awarded the Efficiency Decoration and the Reserve Forces Decoration. He was appointed 
an Officer in the Military Division of the Order of Australia (AO) in 1991 and in 1994 was awarded The Chief 
of Army’s Commendation. 
In 2003 he was awarded the Centenary Medal for his work in overseas aid and with refugees. He was 
appointed a Commander of the Order of St John in 2007.

Warren and his wife, Gay, have lived in the Hills District of outer Sydney for over 40 years and they have a 
son, Andrew.


