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As 2021 unfolds, the Covid-19 pandemic still raging around
the world.
Whilst everyday folk are trying to adjust to anormal
situations, spare some thought and compassion for our frontline medical personnel.
They are under immense strain and are greatly understaffed.
We are seeing huge lines of people waiting to be tested for
this insidious virus at numerous testing points which have
been established in our suburbs, especially in the “hot
spots”. It doesn’t finish there either!
All those tests have to go to laboratories to be determined –
either POSITIVE or NEGATIVE. We must isolate until our
results have been made known to us. STAY FOCUSSED.
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ADVERTISEMENTS: Any enquiries for advertisements in our magazine, please contact Alan Curry or
any committee member (details are listed above) We are not a Charity, we are a ‘Not-For-Profit’,
community-based organisation and we are unincorporated, and have been since 1982.

DISCLAIMER:

Opinions expressed in our quarterly newsletters are not necessarily those of our Patron, Executive or
Committee. We welcome any input as long as it is not offensive or abusive but if any member has a
problem with a printed article we would like to be informed in order that the author may be contacted. We
do encourage your opinion.

A “Special” notice to all the current (and past) serving members of the Health Company of 5 CSSB/5 Field
Ambulance who are not members of our Association. We would like you to join us and tell us about
yourselves. This invitation is also extended to the very committed 206 ACU members.
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LIFE MEMBERS

(Please contact me if I have omitted your name or if any corrections are needed)
Mr. Samuel
WO 11 Michael
# Mrs Pamela
Christensen)
COL Suresh
# Mr. Adam
Mr. Trevor
WO 1 Warren
Mr. Alan
Mr. Fred
Mr. Robert ('Scotty')
# Mr. Greg
Dr. Harding
Mr. Bob
LTCOL Derek
# Mrs Edna
Mr. Greg
# M/s Felicity
WO1 Michael
CMDR James
Mr. John
Mr. Noel
Mr. John
Mr. David
Mr. Roy
# Mr. Joseph
Mr. Gordon
Mr. Alan
Mr. Greg
Mr. John
Mr. Patrick
# Mr. Stephen
MAJ David
MAJ Peter
WO 11 Theo
# Mrs. Mavis
# Mrs. Olive
Mr. George
Dr. Ken
Mr. Stuart
LTCOL Andrew
# Mr. Josh
# Mrs. Julie
# Mr. Tony
MAJ Madeline
Mr. Phillip
Mr. Laurie
Brett
# Mrs. Adrienne
Mr. Ron
Mrs. Frances
LTCOL Paul
Mr. Richard
MAJ John
Mr. Joe
CAPT John
# Mrs. Margaret
Victoria
WO 1 Gordon
Mr. Barry (Bob)
# Mrs. Betty
Mr. Tomas
Mr. John
CAPT Ken
MAJ Eileen

ALEXANDER
ALI OAM
AROPIO (nee

LTCOL Kym
Mr. Rodney
MAJ James

BADAMI OAM RFD
BAILEY
BARNES RFD
BARNES OAM
BECKERLEG
BELL
BOYD
BROWN
BURNS OAM
BUTLER
CANNON RFD
CANNON
CANT
CAREY (nee Evans)
CARLSON (Ret'd)
CHAPMAN (Ret'd)
CHARTER
CHRISTENSEN RFD
CLEGG
COOPER OAM
CROSSLEY
CRUMLIN OAM
CURTIS
CURRY OAM
CURRY
CURRY
CURRY
CURRY
CZERKIES CStJ
DALGLEISH RFD
DECHAUFEPIE OAM
DENNIS
DODD
DONNELLY
DOUST OAM
DOYLE
ELLIS OAM
EVANS
EVANS
EVANS
EVES RFD
FAGUE
FARRUGIA JP
FERRARI
FOLEY
FOLEY
FOOKES
(nee Henderson)
FOOKES
FORD
GALLAGHER
GATTY
GORRELL RFD (Ret'd)
GORRELL
GORRIE
GRANT MiD (Ret'd)
GRIEVES
HAMILTON
HAMILTON
HEAD
HELSBY
HENDERSON OAM RFD
(nee Anderson)

# M/s Joanne
Mr. Edward
LTCOL Sandy
Mr. Kevin
# Mrs. Norma
COL Ray
CAPT Jim
CAPT Natalie
Mr. Terry
Mrs. Ann
# Mr. Don
Mr. Ernest
# Mr. Patrick
Mr. Richard
LTCOL Stuart
# M/s Sarah
# Mrs. Sue
SQNLDR Helen
MAJ Robert (Bob)
Mr. Doug
Mr. Colin
LTCOL Edward
# Mr. Anthony
# Mrs. Brittany
COL Frank
# Mr. Terry
Mr. John
# Mr. Colin
LT Igor
# Mr. Bryan
# Mr. Geoffrey
# Mrs. Maureen
MAJ Kathleen
Mr. Robert
Mr. Edwin
Mr. Alen
Mr. Nick
Dr. Helena
Mr. Gordon
Mr. Paul
COL Bill
Mr. Michael
# Mr. Charles
Mr. John
Mr. Hugh
# Dr. Philip
# Mrs. Trish
LTCOL John
CAPT Tom
# Mrs. Yvonne
Mr. Ken
# M/s Marion
CAPT Richard
# Mrs. Rayda
MAJ John
# Mr. Peter
Mr. Barry
WO 1 E. (Bill)

HENDERSON RFD
HOGAN
HOOLAN Jr. USMC
(Ret'd)
HOVELING
HUNG
HUNT-SHARMAN
RFD (Ret'd)
HURRELL
HUTTON
HYSLOP OAM RFD
ILIOPOULOS
ILIOPOULOS
(nee Polydoropoulos)
IRVINE OAM
JACKSON
(nee Williams)
JARMAN
JOHNSON
JONES
JONES
JONES RFD
JONES
JONES
JOUNG
KENYON
KERSEY
KLINE
KREMER OAM
LAING
LAING (nee Evans)
LANG OAM RFD ED
LANGWORTHY
LAYHE EM
LEE
LEMECH
LINDSAY
LINDSAY
LIVINGSTON
LOADSMAN
LOVE
LOWERY
LUCIC
MARSHALL
MARTIN
MILLS
MISTO
MOLLOY RFD ED
MORONEY
MURRAY
McCARTHY
McCARTY
McGRATH
McGRATH
McKEOWN RFD
(Ret'd)
McLANDERS (Ret'd)
McLEAN
McNUFF
NEWMAN
NG
NOBLE (nee Prain)
O'BRIEN (Ret'd)
O'GRADY
O'KEEFE
O'KEEFE (Ret'd)

Children’s perception of their Grandparents!

# Mr Mike
Mr. Chris
COL John

O’KEEFFE
O’REILLY
OVERTON AM
RFD
WO 2 Steve
PARIS (Ret'd)
MAJGEN John
PEARN AO RFD
CStJ
Mr. Barry
PERIGO
# Mrs. Heather
PERIGO
Mr. Peter
PETHER
LTCOL David
PHILLIPS RFD
Mrs. Karen
PHILLIPS (nee
Stead)
WO 1 Ken
PHILLIPS OAM
Mr. Bob
PINK OAM
# Mrs Barbara
PORTER
Mr. John
PRICE
Dr. F.G. (Geoff.)
PRIOR
+ Mr. Thomas (Tom) PRITCHARD
COL Robert (Bob)
REID ED (Ret'd)
CAPT Alan
ROBINSON (Ret'd)
CAPT James
ROCHE OAM
Mr, Joel
RONCEVICH
Mr. Michael
ROWLEY
Mr. Bill
RYLANDS
Mrs. Cathy
SALMON
CAPT Susan
SALVI
MAJ Rod
SEARLE (Ret'd)
Mr. Paul
SHERGOLD
Mr. Robert
SHILLINGSWORTH
Mr. George
SIP
Mr. Ross
SMITH
CAPT Stephen
STEIGRAD (Ret'd)
Mr. Robert
STEWART
# M/s Judith
STRACHAN
Mr. Chris
STRODE
Mr Colin
STRONG
Mr. Teddy
SUGPATAN
Mr. Peter
SULLIVAN
# Mrs. Debra
TAYLOR
# Mr. Trevor
TAYLOR
Mr. Bill
THOMPSON
Dr. Peter
TRALAGGAN
Mr. Ian
TUCKER
Dr. Michael
TYQUIN
M/s Nadia
VARDE
Mrs. Ruth
VAUDIN
(nee Corbet)
LCPL Rhys
VAUGHN
Mrs. Kate
VERCOE
(nee Rose)
Mr. Matthew
VERCOE
Mr. Don
WALKER
# Mr. Kim
WARNOCK
# Mr. David
WASSON
# Mr. Lindsay
WASSON
LTCOL Darren
WATERSON
Mr. John
WEAVER
Mr. Ronald
WEBB
Mr. lan
WHITE
MAJ Bruce
WHITTET (Ret'd)
CAPT Don
WIKNER ED JP
# Mr. David
WILKINSON
COL Warwick
WILKINSON AO
RFD ED
MAJ Alex
WILLIAMS
MAJ. David
WILLIAMS
Mr. John
WILSON
# Mrs. Margaret
WOODHEAD
CAPT Raymond
YEOW
Dr. Phillip
YUILE
Mr. Jim
ZORBAS
+ 2/5th Australian Field Ambulance
# Associate

She was in the bathroom, putting on her makeup under the
watchful eyes of her young granddaughter, as she'd done
many times before. After she applied her lipstick and started to leave, the little one said,
"But Grandma, you forgot to kiss the toilet paper good-bye!" I'll probably never put
lipstick on again without thinking about kissing the toilet paper good-bye.!

So ends another week without me becoming unexpectedly rich.
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Nelson FIORENTINO passed away on the 24th December. He

was 77 years of age.
He and Margaret had just finished their evening meal and as Nelson
was preparing to clean up, he took a turn for the worse and suddenly
collapsed on a chair.
Margaret immediately rang 000 and the paramedics arrived very quickly. They
tried to revive Nelson for about an hour but to no avail.
It was a very sad phone call I received from our good friend, John Weaver,
who gave me this sad news on Boxing Day.
Margaret did not want to spoil anyone’s Christmas with this heart-breaking news about Nelson.
A large assembly of family and friends attended Nelson’s funeral in the Catholic church of Our Lady of
Mount Carmel in Wentworthville in late December.
Nelson has been a long-time member of our Association, since 1998. He and Margaret were regular
attendees at our yearly reunions and Nelson always marched with us on ANZAC Day and Reserve Forces
Day.
We thank the following members, and friends of our Association for being able to pay their respects with
their attendance:- Theo Dechaufepie OAM, Fred Bell, Bill Rylands and wife, Kerry, John Weaver and wife,
Maureen, Alan Curry OAM. Cassie Thompson ( the wife of our late member, Peter).
Apologies from other members and friends included our President, Derek Cannon, Alan Curry’s wife, Ruth,
and Gail Tams (the wife of our late member, Brian).
The Parish priest read the family eulogy and granddaughter, Michaela, also spoke lovingly of her grandpa.
(I am waiting to receive the various eulogies so that I can place them in our magazine.)
Margaret’s daughter, Lee-Ann, and her partner, Brendon, have been an immense tower of strength in caring
for Margaret in this very traumatic time.
They were grateful for the RSL Tribute given to Nelson, by the Welfare Officers, Tony Fry and John Foeken,
from the St Marys RSL Sub Branch.
Nelson’s army service was in the CMF (Citizen’s Military Forces). He enlisted with 5 Field Ambulance on the 25th
September 1961 with Army No: 2127131 at their depot on Frenchmans Road, Randwick and discharged on the
28th August 1968. His rank on discharge was Corporal (Temporary Sergeant). His classification was Driver. He
was awarded The Australian Defence Medal.
I was the Transport Officer at the time Nelson enlisted and he became a very good driver and passed a
number of licence tests to drive a variety of vehicles allotted to our unit. This experience helped in in his
civilian occupation as a bus driver.
He was a conscientious soldier and had a cheerful disposition. At the end of our army life we became good
friends. He is missed.
A beautiful poem was handed out at the church. It was called “The Broken Chain” I have placed it here with
thanks to the ‘unknown author’.

You didn’t know that morning God was going to call your name.
In life we loved you dearly, in death we do the same.
It broke our hearts to lose you, you did not go alone
for part of us went with you, the day God called you home.
You left us beautiful memories, your love is still our guide,
and though we cannot see you, you are always by our side..
Our family chain is broken and nothing seems the same,
but as God calls us one by one, the chain will link again.

The bottom of the poem read…”We know you would be with us today if heaven wasn’t so far away”

Brian HARTLEY Eulogy:

———————————————

We remembered Brian in the “VALE” segment of our last Newsletter (Summer Issue 2020). He passed away
in early September, last year.
We are honoured to put the following thoughts and words from his wife, June:-

Dear Alan : I hope this is o.k. Sorry I have taken so long - I went to Melbourne and Brian's ashes were interred at
Springvale Botanical Gardens [formerly Crematorium] on 12 Jan. Just 5 of us there, daughter Claire, and her
husband Garry and two grandsons, Ryan (12) and Nathan (10) and myself. It was a peaceful and beautiful
service. ….. (Cont. on next page)
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Then we had luncheon together with former neighbours and other family. So I think we did the best we could for
him, considering all the rules and restrictions placed on us, due to the corona virus.
When Brian passed away on 4 September 2020 it took one prop out of the tripod which had been for many years between friends and families across the globe.
Brian achieved his 90th birthday on 11th April - a ‘zoom ‘celebration was arranged with families in NZ and
Australia.
Already diagnosed with pancreatic cancer Brian’s health deteriorated over the next months.
Back to the beginning, Brian was born in Kent, UK on 11 April 1930, with an older brother Don. During London's
blitz the 2 boys were evacuated further out and they watched the planes fly over for the raids and return flights to
Europe. He went to school locally before returning to his home and to high school there. He chose publishing as a
career, interrupted by compulsory military service in the Middle East for two years. He had a strong involvement
in Scouts and was an accredited soccer referee . It was at a Scouts and Guides event that he met his future wife,
Sylvia.
Several years after their marriage they decided to follow other family members and emigrate to Australia, which
they did by plane as there was a long backlog of people to travel by ship.
They settled in Frankston, a suburb of Melbourne, in a home built by Jennings who had a "convenient" office next
door to the Australian Embassy in London, an early contact with prospective clients!
In 1970 Brian applied to ASOPA - Australian School of Pacific Studies Administration - and after studies and
graduation he and Sylvia went to Papua New Guinea, his first appointment in the Eastern Highland to be a patrol
officer, in Heganofi and Kainantu. In 1973 and 1974 he was in Enga Province, Western Highlands at
Wapenamunda and in 1975 and 1976 he was stationed at Rabaul, East New Britain, where half of his patrolling
was done at sea on government boats, servicing kiaps at isolated patrol posts fortnightly.
He also refereed soccer, introducing the people to sport of other kinds, with connection to the AIS recently set up
in Canberra and many other community involvements.
Sylvia continued her involvement in Guiding. An exciting event for them both was the birth of their daughter,
Claire, in Goroka hospital in 1973.
On their return to Melbourne he joined the Victorian Police, as a Shrine Guard which also involved security at
Government House and he retired from that employment.
Backtrack to Sylvia's story ..... she worked in the office of John Bull, an English magazine, when a letter was
received from NZ, from me (June) - for the possibility of an English penfriend.
Penfriends were all the rage in those days. Instead of publishing the request, the letter was given to Sylvia and so
began a correspondence between the two late teenagers, one in UK and one in NZ.
Sylvia went to NZ for a working holiday for a year, always connecting with the Guiding movement wherever she
was living, then joined cousins in Perth before finally returning to UK - where she worked for the Duke of
Edinburgh Award scheme. It was here she met Brian, and that links in with their marriage and move to Melbourne.
When June heard of the coming baby she decided she would visit PNG. Claire was 6 months old when this
happened. So I met Brian, and we joined the circle of friends.
In the 20 years to follow ,both families visited each other, generations developed and holidays were enjoyed
together.
Sadly Sylvia was diagnosed with ovarian cancer and after the second round of this disease she passed away.
Claire was by then in her early 20's and lived with Brian in the "original" home in Frankston.
Brian and I kept in touch and then we decided we would share whatever time was left for us both .
We were married in Blenheim, NZ and flew back to Australia.
In the next few years we travelled twice to UK and Europe, to Hong Kong twice, across Canada and home via
Hawaii. We made several long trips in Australia, up to the Gulf and down the east coast, over to Perth in the west
and many locally. We moved to Port Macquarie for 8 years and then back down in Victoria to Cobram in 2006.
This brought us closer to Claire in Melbourne, who had married Garry, and now they have 2 sons, so regular family
visits were possible.
Wherever Brian and I lived we became involved in the community, in church local congregations, shared their
interests and made the most of living.
Grandchildren and now great-grandchildren's activities were shared with modern technology.
It has been a great (nearly) 25 years of marriage, and 20 years of friendship before that. I will continue to live in
Oasis Village, Cobram and have plenty of memories to be very thankful for. [Question - whatever would have
happened if I hadn't written that ‘Pen Friend’ letter ??]

———————————————LTCOL Marie DOYLE RFD OStJ — Eulogy (Marie passed away on the 22nd November last year. She was
remembered in our “VALE” segment in our last magazine—SUMMER Issue 2020)

(with sincere thanks from husband, Brian):-

“Good Morning every body. Thank you very much for coming.
First I would like to warn you. If somebody stands up and walks out that will be my sister who has warned me that
if I dare say anything wrong I’ll walk out.
(Cont. on next Page)
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It was through the St John Ambulance that Marie and I got together. I first saw her when we were in marching
school ,I’d call it ;This was where we were taught how to march and all about the Order and the paper work
involved. That's where we first met and it blossomed from there.
Marie, when I first met her, was a corporal in the Army. One of our first nights out was to an Army dinner; it was
only a short dinner. However, in the Mess after was quite a long time and there a few people quite a mess. We
got home at about three in the morning!
From then on she went to school with the Army took rank and progressed through.
As we got married we had a bit of trouble in that her father passed away at the wedding . A few months later my
mother passed away and then Marie lost her best friend. This put us closer together as we supported each other
all the time.
We were living at Leichhardt at the time and she went off to some Army week, or something they had to go for,
but came home and shortly after that there appeared rice bubbles floating in the toilet bowl ? this happened a
number of times and in nine lunar months Tammie joined us.
We still continued with Army and First Aid work and eventually we are joined by young Andrew over there and still
we continued with the Army and St John.
I remember the green uniforms really got me into a lot of trouble because the sergeant said to Marie you are not
ironing these correctly they should be in ‘such a such’ way. I got into trouble because I was the ironer.
We travelled. Our first travel was with the kids and Debbie and Sven who also had two kids. We decided to go to
Hong Kong and into China to look at the polar bears or some sort of bears they had over there.
We went there and got on a boat up the river as we were only there one day we went straight to the zoo and we
only found one bear. We asked the people where were the bears and they said Oh! they’re n Australia.
We also went to this little island. Sven and I had the kids and the girls were out shopping. we went and ordered a
chook and it was served to us as a chook —complete with the head! the kids could not contain themselves. They
took the head and put on Marie’s pillow. You never heard such a scream in all your life. I got into terrible trouble
for that.
We went on a lot of trips after that.
It was only in the last two years that Marie was not really well and she started to go down hill and then eventually
it beat her. She was called and went last Sunday.
When I was a boy I went to Rabaul in Papua New Guinea to see a relative over there and when that relative
came back to Australia he gave me a little frame and in the frame was this:A BELL IS NOT A BELL UNTIL ITS RUNG
A SONG IS NOT A SONG UNTIL ITS SUNG
LOVE IS NOT LOVE UNTIL ITS GIVEN AWAY
Thank you all for coming.

———————————————
“Footprints on your Soul”

Sometimes on your journey through life we meet people who leave footprints on our minds, they challenge us to
see things differently and to question our personal reality. Sometimes on a journey through life, we meet people
who leave footprints on our hearts. They create a safe place for us to open our hearts to feel loved and special.
Then, sometimes on our journey through life, we meet people who leave footprints on our souls. They share
themselves with us so profoundly that they touch the very essence of who we are in that secret, quiet place.

—————————————-
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Welcome to the 2021 ‘Autumn Newsletter’ of the 5 Field Ambulance RAAMC Association.
My sincere commiserations to the next of kin of three of our members, who sadly passed away recently. Nelson
Florentino, Brian Hartley and Marie Doyle. Refer to Vale, Eulogies later in the magazine.
The confusion regarding Anzac Day Marches continues. As our Secretary has discovered, the RSL has
prevented Associations like ours from parading. One can only hope that this might change but don’t hold your
breath.
With a view to the sustained longevity of our Association and due to continuing problems with my mobility and
other health issues I have taken the very personal, hard decision, to formally step down as President.
Some years ago, I contemplated this move but it proved somewhat difficult at the time so I put it off until now.
Major David Czerkies CstJ past OC of 5 CSSB Health Company (2012-2015) and the current President RAAMC
& HSC (NSW) has agreed to succeed me following Anzac Day 2021 provided our committee agree.
David led his unit, a direct descendant from 5 Field Ambulance in 2015 at our Centenary Parade at Queen’s Park
Waverly Sydney followed by a Centenary Lunch held at 5CSSB Depot Banksmeadow Sydney.
I know our Association ‘ROCK’ secretary Alan Curry OAM is in need of some assistance in our Magazine
preparation (4 publications per year) having professionally carried out the role as Secretary since just after the
Association was formed and producing high class magazines since first published in 2008 keeping our show very
much on the road.
The occurrence of Covid-19 has really put a pause on our Association functions like Anzac Day March and
reunion at the Sanctuary Hotel; Reserve Forces Day attendance in Newcastle; Attendance at the Battle for
Australia commemoration at the Cenotaph in Martin Place Sydney; Remembrance Service for the
CENTAUR at Concord Hospital and the Battle in the Pacific also at Concord Hospital.
The lull is hard to take but the Association will continue and I stand down with few regrets and will be here with my
family members to fully support the Association in the future. Thankyou for all your support it is the end of a long
history of military activity for me.
To all our members and with a special thought for our Patron COL Ray Hyslop OAM RFD still surviving his heart
episodes, and all other sick and aging members, Edna and I wish you all the very best for the future.
Good reading and please refer later in this Newsletter for details regarding all upcoming events.
Derek Cannon

“When we honestly ask ourselves which person in our lives mean the most to us, we
often find that it is those who, instead of giving advice, solutions, or cures, have chosen
rather to share our pain and touch our wounds with a warm and tender hand.

The friend who can be silent with us in a moment of despair or confusion, who can stay
with us in an hour of grief and bereavement, who can tolerate not knowing, not curing,
not healing and face with us the reality of our powerlessness, that is a friend who
cares.” ― Henri Nouwen,
SICK PARADE
Dick BOURKE, Bob BUTLER, Derek CANNON, John CLEGG, Roy CROSSLEY, John
DAVIES, May DENNIS (02.4015.3265), George DONNELLY, Richard FORD, Joe GATTY,
Gordon GRANT, Tomas HAMILTON, Norma HUTTON (Minnamurra Aged Care, 12-14
Clements St, Drummoyne NSW 2047, 02.8622.0600), Ray HYSLOP OAM, Vic INESON, Brian
INMAN, Terry IRVINE, Colin KLINE, John LAYHE, Bryan LINDSAY, Robert LOVE, Bill
MOLLOY, John McCARTHY, Hugh (Macka) McCARTY, Rayda NOBLE, John
OVERTON AM, Peter O’GRADY, Eugene (‘Bill’) O’Keefe, Mike O’KEEFFE, Chris
O’REILLY, Barry & Heather PERIGO, Karen PHILLIPS (nee Stead), Bob REID, Alan
ROBINSON, Jim ROCHE OAM, Barry SAINSBURY (0411.623.700), Robert
SHILLINGSWORTH, Ross SMITH (Kokoda 6, ANZAC Village, Colooli Rd, Narrabeen 0410.486.821),
Judith STRACHAN, Colin STRONG, Natalie SWAN (nee Lloyd), Irene TROY, John
WEAVER, John WILSON, Warwick WILKINSON (Arcare Warriewood, 23 Warriewood Rd, NSW 2102, 02.9483.6400, John
WILSON, Margaret WOODHEAD and Jim ZORBAS.
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Message from the Secretary
Dear members, It is hard for me to come to grips with the news from our President (Read his
‘Message’ on Page 7). Those who know Derek are fully aware of his health problems and I can’t
speak more highly of him and his commitment to our Association since he was appointed in December
2005, following the sad passing of our then President, LTCOL David Rothfield OAM. I speak on behalf of our
committee and our members when we wish Derek all the very best as he enjoys the remaining years with Edna and
all his family, including his great grandchildren. Our prayers and good wishes are with you.
In saying the above, we sincerely welcome our new President, MAJ David Czerkies CStJ. Derek had broached
this issue to David some years back, when his health first became a problem.
We thank you for being part of our Association. We have a dedicated membership of 248members (as at February
2021) who contribute stories, messages and donations and occasionally along the way we welcome a new member
or two. Sadly, on the other side of the coin, we lose some. We will continue to be viable until, like some kindred
Associations, we have to disband. This will only occur when our committee recommend such an action. We are
strong!
I am very grateful that our member, Alex Williams has offered to assist in the production of our magazines.
We enjoy a very proud heritage from our inception in 1915 during WW 1 and in the relatively peaceful years leading
up to WW 2 when the 2/5th took up the mantle until peace was declared in 1945. Our last huge involvement was in
the National Service years between 1951-72. Many thousands have served with distinction in 5 Field Ambulance
and it has continued on, even with the name change to 5 BASB in the late 1990’s and now to the current 5 CSSB
Health Company. We are all proud members of 5 Field Ambulance Association.
Our thoughts and prayers are with all our sick and hospitalised members and some are in our Nursing
Homes.
We are very fortunate to have a health system which takes care of our veterans and our general population.
If you know of a sick member who is not listed on our “SICK PARADE” please alert any of our committee so we
may make contact and give them a “cheerio” call. In this regard, our thoughts, good wishes and prayers are with
our patron, Dr. Ray Hyslop OAM who is now back in his own home as he recovers from a stroke that followed his
heart operation some weeks ago.
We welcome the Covid-19 vaccine roll-out to all our front-line people and the elderly. This is now a reality from
late February. When our turn comes, Ruth and myself will have the jab/s—I hope you do also!
I had the pleasure and good fortune to be able to celebrate our 64th Wedding Anniversary with my darling
wife (and best friend), Ruth, with five glorious days on the Gold Coast (Broadbeach) from the 8th February. We had
a lovely apartment on the 29th floor. We ate out and we ate in, we used the hotel’s swimming pools and spa and all
in all we had a lovely relaxing time. We are both fortunate to still enjoy good health.
I pray when you read this that the terrible situation that has arisen in Myanmar is resolved. The UN has had a
‘Resolution’ vetoed in an attempt to de-escalate the military coup.
We pray for our NZ comrades as they are again battling the aftermath of another earthquake (in early March).
I occasionally email our members interesting items and photos I think they might enjoy and I invariably receive
favourable comments back and I thank all those members who have emailed back a comment.

KIND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
(Please advise us if your payment has not been acknowledged)

Greg BROWN (EFT $20) for $1 Yearly ‘Fund-Raiser’ raffle.
David EMANUEL (EFT $30) for Subs to 2022.
Ruth HEDLEY (Cheque $15) for Subs.
Joanne HOVELING (EFT $100) for Life Membership.
Brian INMAN (Cheque $50) for Subs ($30) and Donation $20.
Bruce INMAN (Paid by Brian) for Subs.
Helen JOUNG (EFT $100) for Life Membership.
Bryan LINDSAY (Cheque $30) for Subs for Adriana ($15), 15 X $1 raffle in 2021 ‘Fund-Raiser’.
Mitch PICKETT (EFT $15) for Subs.
Barbara PORTER (EFT $100) for Associate & LIFE Membership.
Dr Jim ROCHE OAM (Cash $25) for donation.
RSL Sub Branch-SMITHFIELD (EFT $125) for placement of four “Ads” in our magazines.
Cliff SMITH (Cheque $15) for New membership.
Colin STRONG (EFT $100) for Life Membership.
Margaret TANNER (Cheque $45) for New Associate Membership to 2023.
Maureen TAYLOR (Cheque $50 Paid by her brother, Don Walker) for New Associate Membership to 2023 ($45) and
5 X $1 Raffle Tickets
Richard THORNTON (EFT $60) for Subs to 2024.
Thomas VELLA (Cash $15) for Subs.
Don WALKER (Cheque $25) for 25 tickets in our $1 Raffle for 2021
Adriana WHITE Subs etc paid by her dad, Bryan Lindsay.
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Pamela AROPIO is warmly welcomed to our Association as an Associate
Member and a Life Member.
Pamela is the daughter of our committee member, Noel Christensen.

When I asked Pamela to write ‘something’ about herself so I can place it in
our newsletter, she said…”You will have to get Noel to do that, He is the
writer in our family”! So, when Noel is able, I will put Pamela’s story in our
magazine, but in the meantime we say Thank You, Pamela.

Barbara PORTER is warmly welcomed into our Association as an Associate Member and a Life

Member.
Barbara’s late husband was Maurice. He was also a Member and a Life Member. Sadly, Maurice passed
away in April 2015. I had placed Maurice’s WW 2 experiences in our December 2010 Newsletter.
Barbara has been receiving our newsletters since Maurice’s passing and recently accepted our invitation
to join us.
I am waiting for Barbara to send me more information on herself so she may be more formally introduced
to us. Thank you, Barbara.

Margaret TANNER is especially warmly welcomed into our Association as an Associate Member.

As our members would recall, Margaret was the very kind lady who supplied us with the very memorable
WW 1 diaries of her dad, Clarence Oscar Powers MM, serialised from our Summer 2018 Magazine to their
conclusion in our Autumn 2020 Magazine.
I wrote above “especially’ because Margaret turned 100 years young in May last year. She is a most
wonderful person to talk to. She has written me the following about some of her memorable moments:-

“I was born in Willoughby (Sydney) on the 8th of May 1920. My mother went to her midwife in a Hansom cab from
Patrick Street to Laurel Street. I had a sister, Alice, born in 1921 and a brother, Robert, born in 1923.
I remember my dad taking me to Bradleys Head to see the “Fleet” come in. (I think it was American).
I remember seeing the Duke and Duchess of York.
When I was eleven, I joined the Willoughby Girl Guides and went to the opening of the Sydney Harbour Bridge.
(Before the bridge was built, we would go to McMahons Point, by tram, and then a ferry across the harbour to
Circular Quay.
My dad, when he was coming home from work, often saw Henry Lawson on the ferry or the tram.
We always attended the ANZAC Day march in the city to watch dad march. We always had flowers for the
cenotaph. (Dad was a great gardener).
I attended the local schools and remembered that in 2nd year I was a “sprite” in an operetta “Princess
Chrysanthemum” at the Willoughby Town Hall.
We always celebrated Empire Day on the 24th of May with our bonfires and crackers. At school we went to the
Royal Theatre. It was opposite our school in Mowbray Road, after the Service I think we watched a movie.
We always went to the Royal Easter Show, saving our money for “show bags” which had samples in them. Dad
also took us to see Wirth’s Circus.
I finished school in 1935 and started Business College the day after King George V died. I remember the sombre
music on the radio.
We went to Sunday School at the Methodist Church and the Anniversary being a big occasion. My mum made
Alice and I new frocks for it.
Our Sunday School picnics were held at Balmoral beach. We went there by tram. When the great “Depression”
came, we went to Beauchamp Park in Chatswood and later on to paddocks which is now the Eastern Valley Way!
I remember there was a soup kitchen in Penshurst street (near the top of our street) during the ‘depression’.
Alice and my sister-in-law, Laurel Tanner, and I would ride our bikes to Bobbin Head or Narrabeen etc as there was
little traffic on the roads due to wartime petrol rationing.
My first job was with the Royal Life Saving Society. Alice and I had passed the tests for the Bronze Medallion. After
5 years I went to the Dept of Interior as a secretary to the sub accountant. I was here until December 1945.
During the war I worked on a canteen, after work, once a week in Hyde Park. Laurel and I entertained servicemen
in a club on Bridge street in Sydney. We would play table tennis, dancing etc.
I met my husband, Noel, at the Greenwich 16 ft Sailing Club. I was 18. …….(Cont. on next page)
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Noel was a foundation member and raced his boat “Top Dog” on Saturdays and we sailed together on Sundays! —
mostly to Obelisk beach-- until Noel was ‘called up’ for the army.
We married on the 16th of January 1943, when he was on leave. It was just before he was sent to Thursday Island
with Water Transport.
Noel was ’Bosun’ on the hospital ship “Stradbroke” of 1st Australian Ambulance, from Lae (PNG) to Melbourne at
the end of 1945. He discharged from the army on the 30th of January 1946.
Mum and I were members in “Women’s League of Health and Beauty” and when I became pregnant, we went to
their pregnancy classes, opposite Wynyard Station.
Robert, our son. was born on the 19th of November 1946.
(my brother, Robert, was always called Bob or Bobby. I never called my son Bob although his friends did, I called
him Rob or Robert –so no confusion.)
My brother, Robert was in the 9th Division in WW 2 He was “Mentioned in Dispatches”. He passed away when he
was 76 years of age. My sister, Alice, passed away at age 96.
After Noel discharged from the army, he did two trips as a navigator in the Sydney to Hobart Yacht race, one, on
board “Horizon” and the other on “Mistrell 11”.
His health started to fail in 1949 and he succumbed to cancer. He passed away on the 7th of October 1949. Our
son, Robert, was only two.
At the time we were renting a house in Epping and when Noel died, I stayed there until I bought the house in July
1950, through War Service Homes. Robert and I stayed here until he started school in 1952.
My dad wanted me to live with them in Wollongong, but I wanted to stay in our home and give it a go, with Robert,
on our own. In any case dad was going to retire when he turned 60 (In April 1950, he was the office manager of the
Water Board in Wollongong).
I applied for a job with A.T. Wilshire, an accountant, and was here from 1952 to 1985.
My son, Robert, now lives in Vancouver. He is not married so no grandchildren.
When the evangelist, Billy Graham was here, I went down to hear him with other members from our Longueville
Presbyterian Church, and Robert also came. After the sermon from Billy Graham, Robert remarked that our minister
was better! These Sunday School picnics were held at “Fairyland”. The older children went by ferry and the younger
ones by cars (or bus?? not sure).
Years later, whilst in a walking group, we passed through it but it was no longer a picnic area.
I stayed in our walking group until I was 96. I also walked in the City to Surf from age 76 to 86.
In 2007, I had the honour of escorting our NSW State Governor, Her Excellency, Marie Bashir AO CVO, at the War
Widows’ Field Of Remembrance Service in St Andrews Cathedral.
When I turned 90, I attended the Jean Arnot Memorial lunch at Parliament House and I had the honour of being
presented with a Certificate, also by Her Excellency, Marie Bashir.
In 2016, at another luncheon for War Widows held in Parliament House, I was introduced to the new State
Governor, His Excellency, David Hurley AC DSC and his wife, Linda.
I have been active in various sports, even vigoro (like cricket and tennis combined) whilst in primary school.
I played golf from 1958 and although still a member of my golf club, I have not played for some time.. I remember
playing 9 holes one time and a nine-year-old boy played with us. He scored more points than I did and when we had
finished, my friend, Jo ( a lady member) said…”you have made my day, I have played with a 9 year old and a 99
year old”!
I was a foundation member and on the first committee and was secretary of the social committee for eight years. I
did get a “Hole in One” in 1997!
I did not attend the opening of our Opera House because I had booked a trip to the Bong Bong races!
I did get to walk in the opening of the “Under the Harbour Tunnel” when it was opened for charity.
I did a lot of travelling in my days and remember in 1974, in London, I saw John Mills and Judy Dench in “The Good
Companions”, Maggie Smith in “Snap” and Michael Crawford in “Billy”
I started yoga in 1999 and will resume when the covid-19 is clear!
Thank you Margaret for sharing a small piece of your wonderful life with us.
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Maureen TAYLOR is warmly welcomed into our Association as an Associate Member. Her brother is

one of our Life Members, Don Walker (Don is also a past workmate of mine (during the 1950’s) from Dunlop Rubber at
Drummoyne (NSW)). Don has been posting our newsletters to her and she told Don how much she enjoys
reading them. When she reads this she will be surprised to learn that her brother has made her one of us.
I am hoping Maureen might write back and tell us a little of her interesting life but in the meantime we say
“Welcome”.

——————————————Clifton SMITH is known to all his friends as Cliff. He very kindly answered a request from us to become

a member of our Association. I am an old friend of Cliff through our RAASC involvement in the late 1950’s
and early ‘60’s.
Hopefully, Cliff will write and tell us a little more of himself in due course. From the little Cliff has told me,
in his early years he was a cub master and was a part-time radio operator for the Life Savers at Garie
Beach in the Royal National Park.
He did his National Service in 1951 and completed his time with 2 Company RAASC and stayed on in the
CMF.
I think our paths first crossed when we were doing our Officer’s Exams. Cliff was promoted in 1957 as LT
(Prob) before succeeding in gaining promotion to Captain in 1961. Cliff has served in SRD, 38 Supply
Company and 3 Company RAASC, which was his last unit before transferring to the R of O in 1970.
Cliff understands he was the first “Nasho” to receive a commission in 2 Div Column RAASC.
We thank you Cliff for choosing to join us and we look forward to reading more about your life.

————————————————-

(The below is with kind thanks from my neighbour’s brother—Bernard Fitzgerald)
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ANZAC DAY March-2021 (See also 5 CSSB message on page 13)
Unfortunately the dreaded Covid-19 pandemic has again curtailed our Association’s involvement in this
year’s Sydney march! Therefore, unless there is a complete “about face” from the NSW RSL, our
Asociation and Banner will not be “ON PARADE” again this year.
We will, however, meet up at the Sanctuary Hotel for a Lunch and Refreshments from Noon. This will enable any
people with RAAMC background to again mingle and enjoy the company of kindred friends.
The Sanctuary Hotel is on the corner of Liverpool and Kent Streets in Sydney. Please come along if you are able.
A communique has been put out to ALL NSW RSL Sub Branch members advising them that the only
people who will be allowed to march will be veterans and they must apply, in writing, to be placed in a
ballot. The ballot does not apply to any WW 2 veteran. It has since been amended to allow INDIVIDUALS to
apply to march. They must supply their name and contact details to RSL NSW (1300.679.775—good luck
getting through!)
The communique applies to all Associations of Ships/Army/Squadrons/Bands.
If any veteran of our Association would like to submit his/her name to be placed in the ballot, please do so
before the close of the ballot on the 19th March. (Unfortunately this message will arrive too late for any of
our veterans who do not use a computer.)
The Ballot Application Form can be mailed to RSL NSW, ANZAC House, Level 5, 341 George Street,
SYDNEY NSW 2000. RSL NSW phone number is 02.9264.8188 OR 1300.679.775.
When you complete your ballot paper you will also see the following:Terms and conditions:Must be able to complete the entire march on foot (approx. 1km including inclines).
Must be able to make their own way into the city and home again preferably using public transport.
Ballot is only open to eligible individual veterans who served in the Australian Defence Force.
Ballot is not open to any groups, units, associations, descendants, allies or bands.
WWII veterans do not need to register in the ballot, please contact RSL NSW to discuss participation in
the March.
No bags are permitted during the March, therefore it is encouraged that you leave any bags or personal
effects at home (excluding medals).
By participating in the 2021 Sydney CBD ANZAC Day March, you are acknowledging that your photo may
be taken and subsequently used by RSL NSW for marketing purposes.
Follow the ANZAC Day March COVID safety plan at all times including but not limited to:
Please stay home if you’re feeling unwell, have been in contact with a suspected or confirmed COVID -19 case
in the past 14 days, have returned from overseas in the past 14 days, or have attended one of the following
locations during the dates detailed by the NSW Government at this link
Practise physical distancing when queuing, in form up area, whilst marching and in dispersal area.
Face masks are strongly encouraged at all times.
You must stay in your allocated form up area once inside the closed site.
You must leave the closed site as soon as you have dispersed.
Follow signage and the directives of staff and marshals at all times.
Practise high-level hygiene, including washing your hands and/or using sanitiser regularly, coughing or
sneezing into your elbow and refrain from shaking hands with fellow veterans.
Ensure you bring your ticket, ID and mobile phone to gain entry on the day. Download and activate
the COVIDSafe app to your phone before the day.
This event may change or be cancelled at any time under COVID-19 regulations
For more information please visit RSL NSW website
I understand that similar directives will apply in all other States.
We are all in the same boat, so please keep in touch with your family and friends and stay positive.
# Did you know that sea otters hold hands when they sleep, so they don’t drift away from each other.
# You have not lived today until you have done something for someone who can never repay you. (John
Bunyon)

# You may be only one person in the world, but you may also be the world to one person.
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5 CSSB HEALTH REPORT & ANZAC Day & DAWN Service

The Health Company have invited us to their Dawn Service on ANZAC Day. They also invite us to lay a
wreath. At the conclusion of the Service they will serve a “Gunfire” Breakfast which will continue into the
late morning.
If any of our Sydney (or visiting) members would like to attend, please let me know ASAP (0427824646). I
need the names of the attendee/s and your vehicle rego number and whether you would be willing to lay a
wreath on our Association’s behalf.
Any attendees please wear Medals, Beret and Name Badge. The Address is Mont St Quentin Lines,
Holsworthy Military Barracks, Holsworthy NSW.

————————————REPORT

“5th Health Company have begun the year with a new command team at 5CSSB with LTCOL Stephen Mencshelyi
as CO.
We have completed our mandatory force preservation training and clinical credentialing weekend activities. We
have also commenced our re-focus on foundation war fighting skills with our March weekend training being held at
Majura training area. This included tactic combat casualty care, patrolling, field craft, radio use, prisoner of war
management and navigation training.
A number of our members continue to serve on operations including Operation COVID Assist and Operation
Resolute (maritime borders) and we thank them for their dedicated service.
It has been confirmed that Army health is being restructured into four health battalions as of Jan 2022 and
eventually into a Health brigade by 2024. The battalions will be a combination of full time and reserve forces. As
such, 5 Hlth Coy will be leaving 5CSSB at the end of this year. It is likely that we will remain in our parading
location, but have a new health command structure. Preparations for this significant change is underway across
Army, and 5 Hlth Coy will well placed and ready to serve as always”.
MAJ Glenn Sisson, OC

————————————-

RAAMC & HSCA Inc used to meet every quarter (Feb, Jun and Oct but our February
meeting only had three attendees (The NSW President, MAJ David Czerkies, Theo
Dechaufepie and Alan Curry) and it was discussed that the NSW meeting be held
annually in conjunction with the AGM.
An idea from the late MAJ John Straskye became a reality in that medico’s and other
associated parties met and came up with a constitution which applies to all States etc
around Australia. Unfortunately, NSW has not been able to attract the attention or
commitment necessary to continue on a quarterly basis. I will keep you informed of
future developments.
Our Association sends its sincere congratulations to MAJ David
Czerkies CStJ on his 45 years exemplary service to the Medical Corps.
There are not too many of us who have given 45 years to the one
organisation.
He has been awarded the Federation Star and will possibly be
awarded a second Federation Star in the near future.
David is the current President of the NSW branch of the RAAMCHSCA
Inc. He has also accepted the role of President of our Association.
This below moving poem , written by our member, Tomas Hamilton in January 2020, was about the sacrifice of three aircraft firefighters, volunteers from the US, who perished in their aircraft when it crashed whilst assisting in trying to control the NSW
Summer bushfires last year.
THREE HEROES LEFT TO DO THEIR JOB, THREE DID NOT RETURN
EVERY TASK CHEATING DEATH, PERIL AT EVERY TURN
EXPERIENCE THEIR MASTER, FLOWN WITH UPMOST CARE
PASSING THROUGH THE GATES OF HELL, WHERE MOST OTHERS DID
NOT DARE
THEY ROSE INTO THE HOSTILE SKY, OF GALE AND SMOKE AND DUST
THE HIGH NOON OF THEIR DESTINY, THE WIND’S DEADLY GUST
STARING DOWN NATURE’S WRATH, THEY HAD DONE IT ALL BEFORE
NO TIME FOR COMPLACENCY, IN A FIRE STORM’S WAR

THE FLAG UPON A CASKET, A TRIBUTE WELL DESERVED
TAPS.
A SAD REMINDER, OF THE NATION THEY HAD SERVED
THE EAGLE AND THE KANGAROO, WILL PAUSE TO SHED A
TEAR
A CENTURY OF MATESHIP, WITH THOSE WE HOLD SO DEAR
THREE HEROES LEFT TO DO THEIR JOB, THREE DID NOT
RETURN
MANY MILES ACROSS THE SEA, LOVING HEARTS WILL YEARN
THREE HEROES LEFT TO DO THEIR JOB AND MOUNTED
HEAVEN’S STAIRS
THREE HEROES LEFT TO DO THEIR JOB, FOREVER IN OUR
PRAYERS
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RAAMC & HSCA Inc. NSW Branch Newsletter

Dear Members,
I hope this newsletter finds you well and healthy. As promised, my intention this year is to keep members informed
on what is happening within the Association.
I wish to draw your attention to Association meetings. Currently we have three meeting per year; however,
over the past 18 months the attendance at these meetings has resulted in the meetings being cancelled on the
day. This is due to a lack of numbers to hold a quorum. In the end those who make the effort to attend results in a
group discussion. I understand that COVID has placed restrictions during 2020, but a Zoom meeting was
organised with the same results. So, what are our options?
Option One.
The RAAMC & HSC Constitution, para 22, says the Association is only required to conduct One meeting per
financial year. And, as necessary, conduct a meeting only where it requires discussing or consulting with members
for a resolution on a matter. During the rest of the year the Committee maintain regular contact via newsletter or
email.
Option Two
To continue to conduct our three meetings per year, should we consider looking at changing our meeting venues
to a more central location, meeting days and timing. As I am aware Fridays are no longer a suitable day.
I ask for your feedback or even suggestions on how we can do better. In seeking this feedback I ask if you forward
your response to the Association Secretary – Greg Cant, his email Address is: gjcant1948@gmail.com and he
will collate your responses.
Branch Secretary
As you are all aware, an advertisement for branch secretary was conducted to fill the position after Theo stepped
down after a number of years in the roll. I would like to announce that Mr. Greg Cant has been appointed as the
new secretary. He was the only nomination received and due to the position needing to be filled he has been
appointed to fill the roll.
I ask everyone for your support in Greg’s roll. Greg is no stranger to the Association and filled rolls of Welfare
Officer for the Association with a particular interest in DVA claims for members. The committee looks forward to
working with Greg during another testing year.
Anzac Day
With the uncertainty of what restriction will be applied in our current climate, it has not made it easy with regards to
one of our most important days of the calendar.
The word I am hearing is that ANZAC House will be holding a ticketed event for the Dawn Service. The service will
be restricted to 3,000 people. 1,500 people for the Cenotaph with the other 1,500 in Martin Place.
With respects to the march, there will not be the traditional march as we are accustom to, a contingent comprising
of 500 personnel will conduct the march. The first 100 will be current serving personnel – 1/3 Navy, Army and
RAAF while the rest of the 400 would comprise of Navy, Army, RAAF and Association members.
I ask that you stay in contact with your local RSL Sub-branch on the above proposed development for this year’s
ANZAC Day celebrations.
Please find enclosed with this newsletter a flyer with regards to VEAP Veteran lunch. This event may be
something you could be interested in attending.
In summary, the Association is only as good as its members. My intent is to keep you informed on what is
happening. I ask if you can do the same and keep me informed and in doing so, help us in providing your
feedback to either option suggested in the newsletter or provide further suggestions.
We will consider all options on the consensus of the membership.
Stay well and look forward to hearing from you.
David Czerkies
NSW President
(Ed. Note: To all of our members reading this message who have not yet joined the RAAMCHSCA Inc,
please consider joining. IT IS FREE to join and your thoughts and opinions would be most welcome. Let
me know if I can email/post you an Application Form. Alan— 0427824646 OR curry36@bigpond.net.au)
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MESSAGE FROM MEMBERS
Ray HYSLOP OAM is our much loved patron. He extends his very kind thanks to all his many friends in
our Association who have contacted him over the recent months to give him a “Cheerio” call.

He is progressing well, now he is in his home environment with family members taking turns in caring for
him. The stroke he suffered some months back has impacted his speech and even though he struggles to
get his words out, he understands all you are saying to him and very much appreciates your call.
(We are thinking of you Ray and are very thankful that your loving family are by your side.)

——————————————

Bruce WHITTET thanks sincerely all the members who watched, and voted, the short video of a play,
written by his son, Matthew. It was about a young woman’s self-realisation.
Matt won the inaugural ‘On-Line” voters’ Lysicrates prize for 2020. It was worth $5,000.
Besides our Australian States and Territories, votes came from France, Germany, Greece, India, the
Netherland, North Macedonia, the UK and the USA.

(Well done Matt. Your dad would be very proud of your achievement. Our Association wishes you a very happy and productive future)

—————————————
Richard JONES replied to an Email video I sent to members on “Vietnam-Past and Present”. He was in
Vietnam with the RAAF Transport Flight which was based at Vung Tau in 1955/56. They later became 35
Sqn when the Australian Task Force was formed in 1966.

Richard went back to Vietnam in 2012 with a group of ex Vietnam vets and wrote he was very impressed
with the current-day Vietnam.
He wrote…”I always liked the Vietnamese I came in contact with during the war and felt I was deserting
them when my tour was over and came home to a comparative paradise, while my Vietnamese friends had
to continue to endure war. The North Vietnamese knew how to conduct a war but they had no idea of how
to run a country when they took over and totally screwed the place for 20 years. Where the country is now
is where we wanted them to be.
Their response to Covid-19 has been exemplary . With a population of 98 million they have had only 2,512
cases and only 35 deaths. There seems to be a general acceptance that these numbers are accurate”.
(Thank you Richard for your thoughts on the video. I hope when you read this that you and your family are all in good health)

—————————————
Rayda NOBLE passes on her good wishes to her friends in our Association. She used to be heavily

involved in the “Rats of Tobruk Association” for many years until her health took its toll and caused her
relinquish her role in the organisation.
She keeps in touch with a good friend of her late dad, Bernie Prain, his name is Tom Pritchard, and he is
one of the few remaining 2/5th Field Ambulance (and a Rat of Tobruk) soldiers from WW 2.
Rayda has purchased a new lap top computer and was having some ‘teething’ difficulties in learning the
new set-up of it. The good news is she has now mastered it.

(Good work Rayda in not giving up on your computer. Please pass our kind regards to Tom when next you phone him. I hope when
you read this you are are feeling much stronger. )

—————————————Ian PFENNIGWERTH passes on his good wishes to his friends in our Association. He invariably writes
back with some thoughts and comments (which I enjoy reading) on emails I ‘forward’ on to him (and
others).
One I sent jogged some pleasant memories of his posting to the Washington Embassy from 1974-77,
which he considered was a ‘highlight’ of his naval career together with a marvellous experience for his
family. The week he arrived saw President Nixon resign and Gerald Ford became the new President. Then
the US Bicentennial witnessed Jimmy Carter being elected the new President!

Ian and his family looked upon Washington as their second home and still found it so on many return trips,
whether it was business or pleasure.
Ian said the Smithsonian Institute is awesome. It is regarded as one of the great museum complexes of the
world. He also visited The White House and the Pentagon.
Ian commented on an article I sent regarding Canada. Their involvement in the “Manhattan Project” (The
Atomic bomb) in WW 2 and spacecraft inhabitation are well regarded. He wrote that the healthy rivalry
between NSW, Victoria and Queensland has parallels with Quebec and other Canadian Cities except we all
speak English but Canada has a bi-lingual problem, with both English and Canadian French being spoken.
He regards Canada as a wonderful ally.
India/China comparison was another email I sent to Ian. In 2019, their cruise ship called in to Mumbai, Goa
and Kochin, and he found each place quite different. He was disappointed in the organised tours in that he
was hoping to see the “New India” but instead got to see “Colonial India”.
(Cont. on next page)
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Ian remarked that Mumbai is not a patch on Shanghai (he was here on a visit in 1989 and 1991) and there is
a vast difference of today, between the two cities.
Ian said the Indians enjoy travelling freely around their country but this is not so in China. He said Indian
trains probably carry more people in a day than Chinese trains would carry in a month!
It seems to Ian that India has a lot of potential. They never had a “One Child Policy” like China and it is
apparent that the population in China is shrinking and ageing, whilst India’s is expanding.
Ian wrote we should not underestimate the Indians. Indian troops fought at Gallipoli and in the major
theatres of war during WW 2. The Sikhs are a nation of warriors and don’t forget the Ghurkhas.
Ian commented that India has a much smaller land mass than either China or the USA but in relation to the
deaths due to Covid-19, India is a fraction of the US and is also rolling out its own vaccine.
Ian’s last email to me was about a recent visit to Queensland with his wife, Elizabeth. In the course of their
stay, they took the opportunity to visit the “Centaur” Memorial at Point Danger to see if they could locate
two of Elizabeth’s father’s cousins who had perished on the Centaur when it was torpedoed by a Japanese
submarine in the early hours of the morning of the 14th May 1943, off the coast of Queensland.
They found one cousin—Tom O’Neil, but could not remember the surname of the other cousin.
(Thank you Ian, for your remarks , comments and good wishes. I hope when you read this that you and your family are all good)

——————————————

Paul FOOKES sends his good wishes to his friends in our Association. He kindly emailed me a copy of

“CONTACT” (see page 31 “Items of Interest” (1), (iv)) and pointed to an interesting article on Wing
Commander Peter Overton (John’s son) and his involvement as a reservist in the RAAF. As a matter of
interest, in reference to the RAAF, they celebrate their formation centenary on the 31st of March 2021. (any
member who would like me to ‘forward’ this magazine to them, please let me know. There are also many more articles in the mag.)

Paul and his wife, Fran, also enjoy Sunday luncheons at the Gulgong Bowling Club and mingling with the
older folk to see they OK or in need of assistance. Paul said up to about 20 attend and says it is a good
community activity.
(Good on you Paul and Fran. This is a good thing you are doing. I hope when you read this you are both in good health.

————————————Noel CHRISTENSEN is one of our committee members and he emailed me an interesting piece on
Mahondas Gandhi (known to everyone as Mahatma—meaning venerable—and first applied in 1914 in
South Africa). I have elaborated on Noel’s email because it interested me.

Gandhi was born on the 2nd of October 1869. He became a lawyer, anti-colonial activist and a political
ethicist.
In 1900, during the Boer War, he volunteered his services and formed a group of stretcher-bearers called
The Natal Indian Ambulance Corps. He raised 1,100 Indian volunteers to support the British combat troops
against the Boers.
After the Battle of Spion Kop, Gandhi and 37 other Indians received the “Queen’s South Africa Medal”.
In 1906, when the British declared war against the Zulu Kingdom in Nepal, Gandhi and a group of 20
Indians and black people of South Africa volunteered as a stretcher-bearer Corps to treat British wounded
soldiers and Zulu victims.
White soldiers stopped Gandhi and the team from treating injured Zulus and some African stretcherbearers were shot dead by the British soldiers.
Gandhi returned to India in 1915. A major cause of concern was the passing of the “Rowlatt Act” in April
1919 (it was the Anarchial and Revolutionary Crimes Act).
The army was called in to Punjab when people from neighbouring villages gathered to celebrate Baisakhi
Day and to protest against the deportation of two important Indian leaders in Amritsar.
This led to the Jallian Bagh massacre on the 13th April 1919 when acting Brigadier General Reginald Dyer
ordered troops of the British Indian Army to fire their rifles into a crowd of unarmed civilians, killing at
least 379 and injuring more than 1,200 others.
Before he became Prime Minister of England, Winston Churchill was a vigorous critic of Gandhi and said
in a speech, in 1931, ….”It is alarming and also nauseating to see Mr Gandhi, a seditious Middle Temple lawyer,
now posing as a fakir of a type well known in the east, striding half naked up the steps of the Vice-Regal palace, to
parley on equal terms with the representative of the King-Emperor”
In 1942 Gandhi demanded immediate independence from British rule and they responded by imprisoning
him and tens of thousands of Congress leaders. The Muslim League however cooperated with the British
and moved, against Gandhi’s strong opposition, to demands for a totally separate Muslim state of
Pakistan.
The British partitioned the land, in 1947,with India and Pakistan each achieving independence on terms
that Gandhi disapproved……(Cont. on next page)
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On the 30th of January 1948, in the late afternoon, Gandhi was on his way to ‘address and attend a Prayer
Meeting” when he was shot three times in the chest by Nathuram Godse, a Hindu nationalist. Gandhi did
not survive.
The second of October (Gandhi’s birthday) is declared a national holiday.

(Thank you Noel for a very insightful look at a man who advocated non-violence and determination for his nation)

—————————————
Ernest JOHNSON is a good friend from his time with our RSL Sub Branch in Tanilba Bay. A few years

ago he moved to Yamba and has settled in very nicely. He likes his new-made friends and is enjoying his
retirement years in a nice part of northern NSW.
He was going to send me some information on his cousin who was a Flight Sergeant and wireless
operator in a Lancaster bomber (PB-122 ZN-Y). Sadly he was killed when his plane crashed. This was near
the end of WW 2.
Even though the event was nearly 80 years ago he thought, on reflection, not to send me any details
thinking it might provoke sad memories to his relatives.
(Than you Ernest for your email and you may be right. I hope this finds you in good health. )

————————————PRE ANZAC DAY INVITATION

The Kokoda Track Memorial Walkway Committee have sent us an invitation to attend their Pre-ANZAC Day
Ceremony on Saturday the 24th April at 10.30am. Parking is available and free.
The address is Killoola Street, Concord.
I will be taking our Banner there and would be pleased if any interested member would like to join me.
DRESS will be suit and tie, medals, name badge and beret.
Please RSVP (for catering purposes) by Thursday 16th April to myself (Alan Curry 0427824646) or email to
curry36@bigpond.net.au

———————————————
AN ANZAC POEM

(with much thanks and appreciation from our member, Tomas Hamilton-25th April 2020)
FOR MANY YEARS I ROSE AT DAWN, TO HONOUR OUR GALLANT DEAD
THOSE WHO LEFT OUR NATION’S SHORES, OBLIVIOUS TO WHAT LAY AHEAD
BUT THIS YEAR I MUST STAND ALONE AND FACE A DEADLY SCOURGE
I CANNOT JOIN MY COMRADES, NO MATTER WHAT THE URGE

THROUGH THE CURSE OF NATURE, WE CAN’T GATHER AS A CROWD
AND SIGNS OF CLOSE AFFECTION, CANNOT BE ALLOWED
IT CAME FROM FAR ACROSS THE SEA, THERE WAS LITTLE WE COULD DO
DESPITE BOUNDARIES AND BORDERS, IT MANAGED TO SEEP THROUGH

IT TOOK THE SICK AND ELDERLY AND SOME STILL IN THEIR PRIME
AND ALL THE CURES OF THE PAST, DID NOT WORK THIS TIME
FOR ONE FACT MAN HAS NEVER LEARNED, ALONG THE RESEARCH TRACK
HOW TO FIGHT BLINDFOLDED, WITH ONE ARM BEHIND YOUR BACK

WE ALL HAD WITNESSED TERROR, IN PEACETIME AND IN WAR
SOME OF OUR BRAVE MEDICS, HAD SEEN IT ALL BEFORE
THERE WERE SO MANY REASONS AND THEORIES DID ABOUND
UNITED WITH ONE PURPOSE, A SOLUTION MUST BE FOUND

I BOW MY HEAD AND SAY A PRAYER AND RECALL THAT SACRED VOW
AS I FEEL THE AUTUMN CHILL, CRISP UPON MY BROW
I LISTEN TO THE WHISPERING BREEZE AND TURN TO BRIEFLY SEE
THE GHOSTS OF ALL OUR FALLEN, STANDING THERE WITH ME

Some thigs are better left unsaid, which I generally realise right after I have said them!
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HAPPY AUTUMN BIRTHDAY TO OUR FOLLOWING MEMBERS
MARCH

APRIL

MAY

Tony ARMSTRONG

Scotty BOYD

Rosemarie ALLEN

Trevor BARNES

David COOPER OAM

Alan BECKERLEG

Warren BARNES OAM

Joshua EVANS

John CHARTER

Mavis DENNIS

Richard FORD

Pat CURRY

Dr. Ken DOUST OAM

Ray GREENFIELD

Gordon CURTIS

Julie EVANS

James HOOLAN Jr.

Theo DECHAUFEPIE OAM

Ron FOLEY

Vic INESON

Madeline EVES

Kevin HURRELL

Stuart JONES

Joe GATTY

Paul MISTO

Anthony JORDAN

Victoria GORRIE

Charles MURRAY

Igor LEMECH

Brian INMAN

Ken McNUFF

Greg LEWIS-PHILLIPS

Terry IRVINE OAM

John O'BRIEN

Karen PHILLIPS

Colin LEE

Peter O'GRADY

Mitch PICKETT

Kathleen LOADSMAN

MAJGEN John PEARN AO

John PRICE

Dr. Richard NG

Dr. Ian PFENNIGWERTH

Glenn SISSON

Dr. Geoff. PRIOR

Dr. Bob REID

David WASSON

Margaret TANNER

Debra TAYLOR

Bill RYLANDS

Matthew VERCOE

Lindsay WASSON

Natalie SWAN

Alex WILLIAMS

Barbara SEPHTON

The ability to speak
several languages is an
asset, but the ability to
keep your mouth shut in
any language is priceless.

Ian TUCKER
Dr. Michael TYQUIN
Thomas VELLA
Kimberley WARNOCK

Don WIKNER
Romance novels written during
this pandemic will read like……

“And then she slowly slipped
her mask down, revealing
her warm, red lips, and her
blushed face, and as their
eyes met he gently removed
her gloves”?
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The Story of a B-17 Flying Fortress and her Crew during WW 2
(With kind thanks to member, Barry Perigo and Wikipedia)

Pilot Officer Lt Kendrick Bragg, and his crew were part of the 97th Bomb Group Formation with the 414th
Bomb Squadron, in their B-17 super fortress named “All American”.
They were on a bombing raid over the Tunis dock area on the 1st February 1943 when an enemy German
fighter, apparently crippled and with a wounded pilot, crashed into the fuselage of their B-17.
The fighter broke apart but left some pieces in their plane.
The left horizontal stabiliser and the left elevator of the B-17 were completely torn away, the two right
engines were out and the left one had a serious oil leak. The vertical fin and the rudder had been damaged.
The fuselage had been cut almost completely through, connected only at two small parts of the frame and
the radios. The electrical and oxygen systems were damaged. There was also a hole in the top that was
over 16 feet long and 4 feet wide at its widest and the split in the fuselage went all the way to the top
gunners turret.
One single elevator cable still worked and even though the tail bounced and swayed and twisted when the
plane turned, their plane still flew!
The tail gunner was trapped because there was no flooring connecting the tail to the rest of the plane.
The waist and tail gunners used parts of the German fighter and their own parachute harnesses in an
attempt to keep the tail from ripping off and the two sides of the fuselage from splitting apart.
While the crew was trying to keep the bomber from falling apart the pilot continued on his bomb run and
released his bombs over the target.
When the bomb bay doors opened the wind turbulence was so great that it blew one of the waist gunners
into the broken tail section. Four crew members passed ropes from parachutes and hauled him back into
the forward section of the plane. They tried to do the same for the tail gunner but the tail section began
flapping wildly and pieces started to break away. The tail gunner realised he was adding some stability
and he decided to remain where he was!
It took the bomber 70 miles to do a slow turn back to Britain. It was losing altitude and speed and they
were all alone in the sky.
They were attacked by two Me-109’s but the crew on the machine guns drove them off. The tail gunner had
to shoot in short bursts because the recoil was actually causing the plane to turn!
Allied P-51 fighters accompanied the B-17 as it crossed over the channel and they took pictures of the
stricken B-17.
The P-51 pilots radioed back to base that the tail of the B-17 was waving like a fish-tail and the plane would
not make it back safely and to prepare to send out boats to rescue the crew when they bailed out.
Lt Bragg, using hand signals to the P-51 pilots, indicated that five parachutes and the ‘spare’ were not
usable. He made the decision that if they could not bail out safely he would stay with the plane and land it!
Two and a half hours after being ‘hit’ the B-17 made its final turn to line up with the runway, which was still
over 40 miles away. It descended into an emergency landing and a normal roll-out on its landing gear.
Ambulances raced alongside the stricken aircraft and as it came to a halt. They were waved off!
Not a single member of the crew had been injured and they all exited through the door in the fuselage. The
tail gunner had climbed down a ladder to safety just before the entire rear section of the aircraft collapsed
onto the ground.
AUSTRALIA DAY POEM (In Part) (Courtesy, Barry
Australians are a funny lot, you'll often hear one curse,
How things have started badly, and they'll probably get
worse,
The weathers dry, the sun's so hot it's stolen all the
water,
The Government has never done the things we think
they oughta'.
When the cricket bats are swinging or when someone
scores a try,
When a home grown horse has won the cup and made
the owner cry,
When some paralympic athlete hits the front and sets
the pace,
You'll hear 'Aussie Aussie Aussie' as the crowd goes
off their face.

But just look at the locals who have lived there
since their birth,
And I know you will not find a better class of folk
on earth.
All across this wide brown country from the Cape
to Hobart town,
There are people who will help you when you find
the chips are down,
And if someone should abuse you, and does it
just because,
Then that person's not Australian, and that
person never was.
Look up and count your blessings when you see
our flag unfurled,
And be grateful that you live in the best country
in the world.
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The 'Middle Wife'

by an Anonymous 2nd grade teacher
(with kind thanks to my neighbour, Geoff Walker)

I've been teaching now for about fifteen years. I have two kids myself, but the best birth story I know is the
one I saw in my own second grade classroom a few years back.
When I was a kid, I loved “Show-and-Tell”. So I always have a few sessions with my students. It helps them
get over shyness and usually, ‘show-and-tell’ is pretty tame.
Kids bring in pet turtles, model airplanes, pictures of fish they catch, stuff like that. And I never, ever place
any boundaries or limitations on them. If they want to lug it in to school and talk about it, they're welcome.
Well, one day this little girl, Erica, a very bright, very outgoing kid, takes her turn and waddles up to the
front of the class with a pillow stuffed under her sweater.
She holds up a snapshot of an infant. 'This is Luke, my baby brother, and I'm going to tell you about his
birthday.'
'First, Mom and Dad made him as a symbol of their love, and then Dad put a seed in my Mom's stomach,
and Luke grew in there. He ate for nine months through an umbrella cord.'
She's standing there with her hands on the pillow, and I'm trying not to laugh and wishing I had my camcorder with me. The kids are watching her in amazement.
'Then, about two Saturdays ago, my Mom starts going, 'Oh, Oh, Oh, Oh!' Erica puts a hand behind her back
and groans. 'She walked around the house for, like an hour, 'Oh, oh, oh!' (Now this kid is doing a hysterical
duck walk and groaning.)
'My Dad called the middle wife’.
She delivers babies, but she doesn't have a sign on the car like the Domino's man. They got my Mom to lie
down in bed like this.' (Then Erica lies down with her back against the wall.)
'And then, pop! My Mom had this bag of water she kept in there in case he got thirsty, and it just blew up
and spilled all over the bed, like psshhheew!' (This kid has her legs spread with her little hands miming
water flowing away. It was too much!)
'Then the middle wife starts saying 'push, push,' and 'breathe, breathe.
They started counting, but never even got past ten. Then, all of a sudden, out comes my brother. He was
covered in yucky stuff that they all said it was from Mom's play-centre, so there must be a lot of toys inside
there.
When he got out, the middle wife spanked him for crawling up in there in the first place.'
Then Erica stood up, took a big theatrical bow and returned to her seat.
I'm sure I applauded the loudest. Ever since then, when it's “Show-and-Tell” day, I bring my camcorder,
just in case another 'Middle Wife' comes along.

————————————————FRIENDS — HEAVEN & HELL

A man and his dog were walking along a road. The man was enjoying the scenery when it suddenly occurred to him that he was dead.
He remembered dying and that the dog walking beside him had been dead for years. He wondered where
the road was leading them.
After a while, they came to a high, white stone wall along one side of the road. It looked like fine marble. At
the top of a long hill, it was broken by a tall arch that glowed in the sunlight.
When he was standing before it, he saw a magnificent gate in the arch that looked like mother-of-pearl and
the street that led to the gate looked like pure gold.
He and the dog walked toward the gate, and as he got closer, he saw a man at a desk to one side.
When he was close enough, he called out, “Excuse me, where are we?”
“This is Heaven, sir,” the man answered.
”Wow! Would you happen to have some water?” the man asked.
”Of course, sir. Come right in, and I'll have some ice water brought right up.” The man gestured, and the
gate began to open.
“Can my friend,” gesturing toward his dog, “come in, too?” the traveller asked.
”I'm sorry, sir, but we don't accept pets.”
The man thought a moment and then turned back toward the road and continued the way he had been going with his dog…
……(Cont on next page)
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After another long walk, and at the top of another long hill, he came to a dirt road leading through a farm
gate that looked as if it had never been closed.
There was no fence. As he approached the gate, he saw a man inside, leaning against a tree and reading a
book.
”Excuse me!” he called to the man. “Do you have any water?”
”Yeah, sure, there's a pump over there, come on in.”
”How about my friend here?” the traveller gestured to the dog,
”There should be a bowl by the pump,” said the man.
They went through the gate, and sure enough, there was an old-fashioned hand pump with a bowl beside
it.
The traveller filled the water bowl and took a long drink himself, then he gave some to the dog.
When they were full, he and the dog walked back toward the man who was standing by the tree.
”What do you call this place?” the traveller asked.
“This is Heaven,” he answered.
”Well, that's confusing,” the traveller said. ”The man down the road said that was Heaven, too.”
”Oh, you mean the place with the gold street and pearly gates? Nope. That's Hell”.
”Doesn't it make you mad for them to use your name like that?”
”No, we're just happy that they screen out the folks who would leave their best friends behind.

TECHNOLOGY Vs INTERACTION

(with kind thanks to member- Bill Laidlaw)

I had just spent an hour in the bank with my dad, because he had to transfer some money!
. I couldn't resist myself & asked...''Dad, why don't we activate your internet banking?''
''Why would I do that?'' He asked...
''Well, then you won’t have to spend an hour here for things like a money transfer. You can even do your shopping
online. Everything will be so easy!''
I was so excited about initiating him into the world of internet banking.
He asked ''If I do that, I won’t have to step out of the house?
''Yes, yes''! I said. I told him how even grocery can be delivered at door now and how amazon delivers everything!
His answer left me thinking long and hard.
He said ''Since I entered this bank today, I have met four of my friends, I have chatted a while with the staff who
know me very well by now. You know I am alone...this is the company that I need. I like to get ready and come to
the bank. I have enough time, it is the physical touch that I crave. Two years back, when I got sick, the store owner
from whom we buy our fruits etc, came to see me and sat by my bedside and cried. When your Mom fell down few
days back while on her morning walk, our local grocer saw her and immediately got his car to rush her home as he
knows where we live. Would I have that 'human' touch if everything became online? Why would I want everything
delivered to me and force me to interact with just my computer? I like to know the person that I'm dealing with and
not just the 'seller'. It creates bonds of relationships. Does Amazon deliver all this as well”?'
(Technology isn’t life! Spend time with people—not with devices!)
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STORY
”BLACK BOX” FLIGHT RECORDER

(edited and with kind thanks to Rebecca Seales, BBC News, in Melbourne and our Patron, Dr Ray Hyslop OAM)

In October 1934, the Rev. Hubert Warren, together with seven men, three women and a baby boy, boarded
the aircraft, “Miss Hobart” in Tasmania.
The Rev. Hubert was on his way to take up a new parish in Enfield, Sydney and his wife and family were
going to follow later, by boat.
The plane was ‘lost’ in the waters of Bass Strait with all souls. It was never found!
Hubert’s son, David, treasured a crystal radio set given to him, by his dad, on his 8th birthday.
When David became a boarder at Launceston Boy’s Grammar School he ‘tinkered’ with his radio set after
lessons to learn more about how it worked.
He charged his friends a penny to listen to the cricket matches. Within a few years he was selling homemade copies for five shillings each!
David, in his mid twenties, studied and earned a Science Degree from the Uni of Sydney as well as a
Diploma in Education. He also earned a PhD in Chemistry from the Imperial College, London.
As a young man he worked as a researcher for the Aeronautical Research Laboratories (ARL) with a
panel of kindred spirits. One of the tasks the panel worked on was to try and find the cause of why the
British de Haviland Comet aircraft (the world’s first commercial jet airliner) kept crashing!
Many theories were suggested and tested to no avail.
It suddenly came to David the memory of a German invention he had seen whilst visiting a post-war
Trade Fair in Sydney. It was a ‘Pocket Recorder’. It was made for businessmen to record letters etc either
at home or on their way to work and their secretaries could replay the dictation for typing.
David’s idea was to progress this idea but it was not received with any enthusiasm by his group. He did
not give up! He knew his cockpit recorder was a good idea.
As luck would have it, his new boss, Dr. Laurie Coombes, who was the Chief Superintendent, liked
David’s idea but cautioned him with…”If I find you talking to anyone, including me, I will have to sack
you”!
This was a sobering thought for a young man with a wife and two young children.
David found out later that his boss had purchased one of the recorders…”As an instrument required for
the laboratory”.
David wrote a Report titled..”A Device for assisting investigation into aircraft accidents” and sent it out to
industry.
The Pilot’s Union responded with fury…”No plane would take off in Australia with BIG BROTHER
listening”!
The Civil Aviation declared it had…”No immediate significance”. And the Airforce feared it would ..”yield
more expletives than explanations”.
David was crestfallen and was tempted to ‘pack it in’ but he decided he would not give up.
He went and built a solid protype—it was the FIRST ‘Black Box’ Flight Recorder.
One day, in 1958, David was visited by the Chief Superintendent, Dr. Coombes. He was accompanied by a
close friend who was visiting from England. Dr Coombes asked David to show his friend what he was
doing to which, after seeing David’s handiwork, he exclaimed…”What a great idea. Put the lad on the next
courier and we’ll show it to London”!
A few weeks later David was on a plane to London with strict instructions not to tell Australia’s Dept. of
Defence…”because someone would frown on it?!
Unbelievably, the plane that flew David to London lost an engine over the Mediterranean but no one
wanted to turn back so David recorded the rest of the flight. Their plane made a safe landing.
Later, that year (1958) David presented the ARL Flight Memory Unit in England. The British loved it and
the BBC ran TV and radio programs examining it.
The device, although originally called the “Black Box”, rolled off the assembly line in ORANGE colour.
This was so it would be easier to find in the event of a crash—they remain so to this day.
In 1960, Australia became the first country to make cockpit voice recorders mandatory after an
unexplained plane crash in Queensland killed 29 people. The ruling came from a judicial inquiry and took
a further three years to become law.
The ‘Black Boxes’ (an Australian invention) are fire-proof, ocean-proof and encased in steel. They are
now compulsory on every commercial flight.
David Warren worked at the ARL until he retired in 1983 as the Principal Research Scientist.
He passed away on the 19th July 2010 at age 85. (He received no financial reward for his invention but in
2002 he was recognised by our Government and awarded the OAM )
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Enlisted 5 Field Ambulance 9-6-1915
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ITEMS OF INTEREST

(1) BOOKS, MAGAZINES, ETC (With kind thanks from our Govt, Army Newspaper, Wikipedia and members/friends)
(i) The National Serviceman (Dec 2020,——————————————————-——-(courtesy, Ron Brown OAM)
(ii) Tobruk House News (Dec 2020,Feb ‘21———————————————————-(courtesy, Graham Gibson)
(iii) “Now & Then” (NSW State Archives Newsletter-Jan, Feb)———————————————————-—(courtesy, Barry Perigo)
(iv) CONTACT magazine (Feb)—————————————————————-—————-(courtesy, Paul Fookes)
(v) Defence Force Welfare Association (Newsletter-March)———————————————————(courtesy, Paul Fookes)

(2) COVID-19 UPDATE:

————————————-

As of mid February 2021 there has been a staggering 109,390,606 number of confirmed cases reported
world-wide from 221 listed countries. This has resulted in 2,411,502 deaths. On the plus side, there were
81,635,867 souls who recovered.
The USA leads the world with 28.26 million cases of infection.
Australia ranks 107 of the 221 countries, with 28,892 confirmed cases causing 909 deaths. 25,486 cases
have recovered from the virus.
Pfizer, Moderna and AstraZeneca organisations predicted they could manufacture 5.3 billion doses of the
vaccine in 2021 which could be used to vaccinate about 3 billion people (The vaccine requires two doses for
protection).
To date 90.44 million doses of the Covid-19 vaccine have been administered, world-wide, based on official
reports from National Health Agencies.
On the 18th January 2021, the World Health Organisation Director-General, Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus,
warned of problems of equitable distribution. “More than 39 million doses of vaccine have now been

administered in at least 49 higher-income countries. Just 25 doses have been given in one lowest-income country.
Not 25 million. Not 25 thousand. Just 25.”
New strains of the virus have now been detected in the UK, South Africa, Brazil and the USA which are
highly infectious and are posing more problems for our health professionals.
(we must heed the advice of our government health officials)
The recent good news (from the WHO in mid February) is the pandemic is showing signs of lessening.

——————————————(3) ADF’S MEDICAL SPECIALIST PROGRAM:

This program was established in 2014 and in a FIRST it was decided, last November, to ‘embed’ a team in
the Role 3 Medical Facility in Iraq’s Baghdad Diplomatic Support Centre.
The facility is a modular medical treatment centre which provides advanced medical care and significant
preventative and curative health care. (E.G. Combat Support Hospitals –CSH)
CSH’s have a hospital company A with 164 beds and hospital company B with 84 beds making a total of 248
beds available, if required.
CSH’s capabilities include Triage, Emergency Care, Outpatient Services, Inpatient Care, Pharmacy, Clinical
Laboratory, Blood Banking, Radiology, Physical Therapy, Medical Logistics, Operational Dental Care
(emergency and dental care), Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery, Nutrition Care and Patient Admin. Services.
The ‘embedded’ team will comprise an orthopaedic surgeon, a general surgeon, an anaesthetist, a
neurosurgeon and two perioperative nurses.
There will be four rotations of the medical specialists for deployment of three & a half months and three
rotations for the nurses of five months deployment, in each 12 month period.

(4) ANNA COLEMAN LADD:

——————————————

Her name would not be known to many of us (me included) but I was inspired to write about her efforts
regarding the role she played in making masks for soldiers who were horribly disfigured with facial injuries,
suffered during WW 1. I emailed some of her efforts to our members who have a computer.
Anna was born on the 15th July 1878 in Pennsylvania USA. She studied sculpture in Paris and Rome. She
learned of the work by Dr Francis Derwent Wood on facially disfigured soldiers and wanted to help.
(it is estimated that 4,000,000 bullets were fired during WW 1 causing up to 20,000 facial disfigurements)
Anna received permission to go to France, from General Pershing, to work with the American Red Cross in
the “Masks for Facial Disfigurement Department” in Paris.
Anna founded the American Red Cross “Studio for Portrait Masks”. She provided cosmetic masks, to be
worn by men who had been badly disfigured in WW 1.
The masks were made of galvanised copper, tin foil and human hair.
(Cont. on next page)
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In 1932 the French Government honoured her as a Knight (Chevalier) of the Legion of Honour, in
recognition.
Anna Coleman Ladd passed away on the 3rd June 1939.

(5) CYCLONE YASA:

—————————————

Struck in the Pacific region between the 11th and 22nd December 2020 and wreaked devastation on
Vanuatu, Fiji and Tonga.
It was reported that four people died and there was more than $77.6 million in damage.
Our ADF dispatched HMAS Adelaide together with 6 ESR, which was supported by engineers from the
RFMF (Republic of Fiji Military Forces).
Assistance was required with repair and remediation work on schools. They helped distribute 918,000
litres of portable water (this was equivalent to 1,530,000 bottles of water).
More than 130,000 Fijians were left without portable water. The army used its only heavy-water production
plant. This used ocean water that produced upwards of 100,000 litres in 24 hours. The water is tested and
kept in 22,500 litre staging bladders before distribution to the communities.
The test are to the same standards used in Australia. They involve looking at physical, chemical and
biological parameters to ensure the water is safe for drinking.
They cleared 3 tonnes of debris and ensured three electrical systems were made safe.

——————————————
(6) THE DEEP WEB & THE DARK WEB:

For those of us who don’t have a computer (or use one) this item may be boring but hopefully informative
and of interest!
The 20th century is an historical period now known as the “Information Age” (also known also as the
‘Computer Age’, ‘Digital Age’ or ‘New Media Age’).
A computer network is a group of computers that use a set of common communication protocols for the
purpose of sharing resources.
The Deep Web and the Dark Web began to emerge around 2009 and are both WWW (World Wide Web).
The Deep Web are parts of WWW and refer to any site that cannot be accessed through a traditional
‘Search Engine’.
The Dark Web is part of the Deep Web that has been intentionally hidden and is inaccessible through
standard ‘Browser’ methods.
They involve “Friend to Friend” or “Peer to Peer” directions with people they know. Two or more devices
are used for the purpose of sharing information. Passwords or digital signatures are used for
identification.
Government and other trusted agencies discussed illegal activities taking place on the Freenet and the
Dark net. Criminal activities on the Dark Web included; commerce of personal passwords, false identity
documents, drugs, firearms and child pornography.

——————————————
(7) MORE ADF CURRENT “OPERATIONS”:

“Argos” is the ADF’s commitment to the International effort to enforce the UN Security Council Sanction
on North Korea until it takes concrete steps towards de-nuclearization. The ADF contributes by monitoring
and deterring illegal ship-to-ship transfers on sanctioned goods, e.g. petroleum products, crude oil and
coal exports. RAN ships and RAAF aircraft are involved.

————————————

“Bushfire Assist” commenced in December 2019 to support all emergency services across all states and
territories of Australia. It ceased on the 20 March 2020. More than 6,500 ADF troops (included more than
3,000 reservists) in assisting civilian emergency services.

———————————-

“Charter: was established in 2019. It is the ADF’s contribution to the UN Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus
(UNFICYP) to support the first Australian Commander of the mission. UNFICYP is one of the longest
running UN Peacekeeping missions (est. 1964). Set up to prevent further complications between the Greek
Cypriots and the Turkish Cypriots communities and bring about a return to normal conditions. The
Peacekeeping Forces involve about 800 soldiers from 15 troop contributing countries. Our commitment is
a military force commander and three support staff to UNFICYP.

———————————-

“Covid-19 Assist” was announced by our government on the 1st April 2020, 1,344 ADF personnel were
deployed nationally to assist with contact tracing, supporting civilian law enforcement agencies but were
never used as law enforcement.

——————————

“Gateway” commenced in 1980 as the ADF’s part in contributing to the western surveillance operation
during the ‘cold war’ period between 1947-91.
(Cont. on next page)
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Australia supplied a P-3 Orion Martin patrol craft and naval vessels which conducted missions in the
Indian Ocean and the Strait of Malacca. RAN subs were also involved as well as Rifle Company
Butterworth (RCB) at the air base in Malaysia, to protect our aircraft.
The Operation is ongoing, with extended surveillance in the South China sea.

—————————————-

“Linesman” is the ADF’s contribution to the Inter-Korean Peace process, at the request of the UN
Command.
Three ADF personnel assist the United Nations Command Military Armistice Mission (UNCMAC). This was
established in 1953.

————————————-

“Render Safe” is the ADF’s commitment, since 2013, to safely dispose of WW 2 explosives from the South
Pacific Islands nations. It has been an annual occurrence in response to requests Pacific Island nations.
It involves army explosives ordnance disposal and/or RAN Clearance divers. They assisted Nauru in 2020
except for ‘In Country’ activities due to the Covid-19 travel restrictions.

———————————-

“Solania” is the ADF’s contribution to maritime surveillance in the Pacific region. The commitment varies
each year depending on the specific requirements of the task and the support required.
The Operation provides intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance support to the Pacific Island
nations. The support is with RAN ships and the RAAF’s P-8A Poseidon Maritime Patrol aircraft.

———————————-

“Southern Discovery” is an enduring peace-time activity in support of the Australian Antarctic Division
and occurs annually, usually during each Australian summer (November-March).
It involves a RAAF C-17A Globemaster, a RAN ship for hydrographic and meteorological capabilities and
Army’s Geospatial Survey capabilities regarding infrastructural projects and airfield surveys.

—————————————
(8) OUR GOVERNMENT’S 2020 TEN YEAR FORCE STRUCTURE PLAN:

The Government has a ten year “Defence Plan” for our immediate region, ranging from the north eastern
Indian ocean, through maritime and mainland S. E. Asia to PNG and the SW Pacific.
The areas involved are Timor Leste, Palau, The Federated States of Micronesia, Republic of Marshall
Islands, Nauru, Kiribati, Tuvalu, Tokelau, Cook Island, Samoa, Vanuatu, Tonga, Fiji, New Caledonia and
Solomon Islands.
The ten year plan will see an investment of $575 Billion and will strengthen the capabilities across five
domains;- Information & Cyber, Maritime, Air, Space and Land.
Information & Cyber Capabilities will include investment in offensive and operational cyberspace for
deployed forces as well as systems to integrate intelligence capabilities.
Maritime Capabilities include continuous national naval shipbuilding enterprise, which include twelve
Attack Class submarines, nine Hunter Class frigates and twelve Arafura Class off-shore patrol vessels. It
also includes two multi-role Sealift and replenishment vessels, life extension of the Australian Defence
vessel “Ocean Protector” and its subsequent replacement with an ‘ice-rated’ vessel capable of operating
in the southern ocean.
Air Capability will see investment in the F-35A Lightning 11 Joint Strike Fighter and the EA-18G Growler
Electronic Attack aircraft. Acquiring additional advanced air-defence and longer range strike weapons as
well as remote and/or autonomous air vehicles.
Space Capabilities includes investment for plans for a network of satellites to provide an independent and
sovereign communications network and an enhanced space control program.
Land Capabilities will have investment in enhancing the protection weaponry and communications
systems of the land force.
It will include long-range rocket systems, protected mobile artillery and enhanced missile development,
new large landing craft, special operations vehicles, watercraft and long-range helicopters.

(9) DESTINATION—MARS:

————————————-

Mars is about half the size of Earth and has the same amount of dry land. It
is called the Red Planet and is the second smallest planet in our solar
system.
In our last newsletter (SUMMER Issue-2020), I wrote about the UAE’s “Hope”
probe mission to Mars. It preceded NASA’s “Perseverance” rover and
China’s “Tianwen-1” rover missions. The Hope mission has successfully
beamed images, from 15,300 miles above Mars, of the largest volcano in the
solar system—”Olympus Mons”. Three other volcanos were also visible.
(Cont. on next page)

36
(Cont from previous page)

The UAE’s Prime Minister and Dubai’s ruler, Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al-Maktoum shared the
coloured images on “Twitter”.
Because “Hope” is a probe it will not land on Mars but will orbit Mars for one year (687 Earth days) to
transmit more information back to Earth, hopefully by September 2021. This the first deep space mission
for the Gulf nation which has a long-term ambition for a Martian colony.
The Mars Orbital Insertion (MOI) was the most critical and dangerous part of the journey. It exposed
“Hope” to stresses and pressures never faced before.
As mentioned above, the “Perseverance” and “Tianwen-1” are rovers and they plan to land on Mars in late
February 2021, to collect samples and search for ancient life. These results are expected to be retrieved
back to Earth, hopefully by the early 2030’s.
Elon Musk’s “Starlink Mission” organisation, Space X, is planning to send an un-crewed mission to Mars
by 2024 and later, a crewed mission by 2026.
Currently there are six spacecraft operating around Mars—three from the USA, two from Europe and one
from India. The UAE has made it seven with its “Hope” mission.
(We are living in an amazing time!)

(10) OUR RAAF:

The Royal Australian Air Force was established in March 1921 and Is the 2nd oldest air force in the world.
During WW 1 over 3,600 served in what was then “The Australian Flying Corps”. 175 men lost their lives.
In WW 2, between 1939-45, over 215,000 Australian air and ground crews fought in Europe, North Africa,
The Middle East, India, Burma, Malaya, Singapore, China, Thailand, Netherland East Indies, New Guinea,
The Solomon Islands, The Philippines, Borneo and also all over Australia and its Territories and
approaches as well as over the North Atlantic, Indian and Pacific Oceans. Many flew in over 6,500 aircraft.
9,870 air force personnel lost their lives during WW 2.
In 1945, Australia had the 4th largest air force in the world (after the USA, USSR and the UK).
Our RAAF play a major role in peacekeeping and humanitarian missions throughout the world, including
Bougainville, Cambodia, East Timor, Indonesia, Pakistan, PNG, Rwanda, Solomon Islands, Somalia and
Sudan.
Since 1945 over 60 RAAF personnel have lost their lives in conflicts through accidents during operations.
Globally, the RAAF has between 500 –700 personnel on operations every day, contributing to coalition
operations, peacekeeping and humanitarian and disaster relief.
There have been four RAAF personnel who were awarded the Victoria Cross.
Air Vice Marshall Francis McNamara was awarded the VC in WW 1, he also served in WW 2.
Three were awarded in WW 2. Air Vice Marshall Hughie Edwards, FLLT William Newton (captured by the
Japanese and executed. He was awarded the VC posthumously) and PO Rawdon Middleton (drowned
when his plane crashed near Dover. His body was washed ashore on the 1st February 1943. He was
awarded the VC posthumously).

(11) FACEBOOK:

———————————————

This media was in our government’s spotlight (in February). It has apparently now been resolved.
Anyone who owns a mobile phone with the Facebook App on it knows all about it.
It is a social technology network and is worth US $527 Billion and employs nearly 59,000 people.
It is the brain child of Mark Zuckerberg who first named it “Facemesh” in 2003, when he was at Harvard
University. He developed the software for it when he was in his 2nd year and set it up as a “Hot or Not”
game for the Harvard students.
He, along with some college room mates and fellow students, agreed to invest US $1,000 and so launched
“Facebook” in 2004.
This phenomenon grew from a few hundred viewers/participants to now over 900 million people worldwide.
Mark Zuckerberg is worth US$90 Billion. He is behind Jeff Bezos (Amazon) worth US$198 Billion, Elon
Musk (Space X and Tesla) worth US$173 Billion and Bill Gates (Microsoft) worth US$134 Billion.
(Cont. on next page)
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(12) THE DOOMSDAY CLOCK:

This was started in 1947 by members of the “Bulletin of Atomic Scientists” and has been published as a
periodical journal (FREE to view) since 1945.
It is a symbol that represents the likelihood of a man-made global catastrophe. It is a metaphor for threats
to humanity from unchecked scientific and technical advances.
The clock represents a hypothetical catastrophe as MIDNIGHT and the “Bulletin’s” opinion on how close
the world is to a global catastrophe as a number of MINUTES or SECONDS to MIDNIGHT.
It is assessed in January each year. The main factors influencing the clock are nuclear risk and climate
change.
The original setting in 1947 was seven minutes to midnight. I has been set backwards and forwards 24
times since.
The largest was 17 minutes to midnight in 1991 and the smallest was 100 seconds in 2020 and it remains
unchanged for 2021.
Failure of world leaders to deal with looming threats of nuclear war such as the withdrawal of the INF
Treaty (Intermediate-range Nuclear Forces) between the US and the USSR and the increased tensions
between the US and Iran and the continued neglect of climate change are the immediate concerns.

—————————————(13) ELECTRIC SCOOTERS: (with kind thanks from an article sent by our member Dr. Andrew Ellis OAM on ‘Linkedin’)

This mode of transport is most conducive to our (mostly) elderly people but many are not aware of the
damage that can happen to them as a result of an unfortunate accident.
Between 2017 and February 2020, a medical investigation showed there were 3,331 “E-Scooter” admissions
in a Level 1 trauma centre.
716 fractures were diagnosed in 563 patients. 46.4% required hospitalisation. 492 were upper limb fractures
and 210 were lower limb fractures.
The investigation concluded that the in-depth data was important—FIRST for health-care system
preparedness with regard to management and resource allocation to treat those challenging injuries and
SECOND for legislators promoting safety and injury prevention strategy.

—————————————(14) THE WAR IN AFGHANISTAN:

This started after the September 11, 2001 attacks on the US. The aim was to destroy al-Qaeda and deny it a
safe base of operations in Afghanistan by removing the Taliban (a Sunni Islamic fundamentalist political movement
and military organisation in Afghanistan) from power.
A leader of IS-KP (ISIL—Khorasan Province) was captured in April 2020. The main activity is in the border region
of eastern Afghanistan and northern Pakistan.
2021 sees US troop levels at 2,500 personnel (the lowest since 2001) and they are set to be withdrawn by May
1st. It reportedly costs the US one million dollars per year to deploy ONE American soldier in Afghanistan.
The Afghan president, Ashraf Ghani, said his government is prepared to discuss, with the Taliban, peaceful
talks on an election and forming a government through a democratic process.
A 2018 Report by UNICEF revealed that 5,000 children were killed or injured in the first nine months.
In 2019, a Taliban attack destroyed most buildings of the main hospital in southern Afghanistan, killing
nearly 40 people. The country is struggling to efficiently fight the Covid-19 pandemic.

—————————————

POEM-”Service before Self”
One hundred years of service, our Air Force has
achieved
Sometimes the butt of friendly jibes, but do not be deceived
They have been there for our nation, and are now the
stuff of lore
From fragile wooden bi-planes, to a supersonic roar
He’d never heard of Kandahar, or even Tarin Kot
But its his fifth deployment here, so he’s seen the
bloody lot
A sniper in every crevice, no heed to age or gender
And every stranger that he sees, could be deaths silent
vendor
The enemy conducts a hit and run, from a poppy field
Or tries to mount an attack, using a human shield

They always seem to know, when to change their tac
For its hard to fight a swarm of ghosts, with one arm
behind your back
A vapour trail the only clue, our army has a friend
It only takes a call sign, to strike or to defend
They’ve been through this together, many times before
Different corps and uniforms, united in the fire of war
Two decades in the sandpit, and a century in the air
Will history remember, that they were ever there
Always on their guard, to the dangers they detect
Service before self, is the duty they protect.

(With much appreciation from Tomas Hamilton. Feb 2021)
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2021 FUND-RAISER
We are continuing with our $1 Raffle sales with half the money raised staying with our Association and
the other half being offered as prizes at our Annual ‘Mixed’ Luncheon, held on the last Saturday in
November.
The only money we obtain is mainly from you, our very generous members. Some comes from our paid
Ads but it is hard work trying to get an organisation to pay for an Ad in our magazine. We are very
thankful to the organisations who place their Ads with us.
ALL MONIES received are acknowledged in every magazine with our sincere thanks.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO JOIN OUR ASSOCIATION?
Did you serve in 5 Field Ambulance? Do you have friend in our Association and would like to become one
of us? Cut out and fill in the last page and tell me your story!
We look forward to signing up the remainder of our 5 CSSB Health Company (which once was 5 Fd Amb).
Please contact Alan (0427824646) for your Application Form (see last page)

LATE SUBSCRIBERS

A gentle ‘reminder’ to our members who pay yearly ($15). We very much rely on your subs to keep our
magazine in circulation.
When you read this and if you are not sure if you have paid your $15 would you kindly phone or email me
and I will let you know if you are ’up to date’ with your subs. With our kind thanks, Alan Curry (0427824646,
(02) 4982.2189 or email:- curry36@bigpond.net.au
A Proud Supporter of 5 Field Ambulance Assn.
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ACTIVITY SHEET
(Please advise your choice/s. Any item ordered includes postage)

Please find enclosed my Subs for 2021 ($15) (cover from January to December) or LIFE
MEMBERSHIP ($100) or Donation (See my details below).
I would like to pay for ____$1 Raffle Ticket/s in our Yearly Fund-Raiser for 2021
Please post me 5 Field Ambulance Assn “BUMPER STICKERS” ($5 for 1, $6 for 2, $7 for 3 )
Please send me____”Special Edition” 2015 Centenary Calendar/s @ $7 each.
Please order me a Centenary “POLO” Shirt (with pocket) @ $70 each. SIZE_______.
Please order me____copies of the DVD of our 50th AND/OR 100th Anniversary Parade @

$20 ea. (The 50th also includes a brief history of the 2/5th Australian Field Ambulance)
Please send me____ RAAMC Centenary “Coin and Token” set/s @ $30 each.
Please send me a RAAMC coat/jacket Lapel Pin for $15.
Please send me a RAAMC Red Cross Arm-Band @ $10 each. (7 left)
Please send me a 5 Field Ambulance RAAMC KEY RING ($15). (With my membership number on it, if
possible.)

Please ORDER me a NAME BADGE ($20)
Please ORDER me a (XL/Large/Medium/Small) BERET ($40),*BERET BADGE ($25),*COLLAR
BADGE ($10), *CORPS TIE ($50) ---please indicate size of Beret & whether Badges/Ties are to be
RAAMC, RACT or RAEME.
(Please make any Cheques/Money Orders etc payable to:- “5 Field Ambulance Association” and post to
either:- Alan Curry OAM (Hon Sec) 35/1a Gordon Cl., ANNA BAY NSW 2316 OR Ann Jackson (Hon Treas.),
64 Morris St, ST MARYS NSW 2760—All acknowledgements will be in our next issue.
Our EFT details are: BSB: 637000, Account Number: 717253825, Account Name: 5th Field Ambulance
Association, BANK: Greater. (Please Identify your name)

COMMENTS/ORDERS ETC: FROM:_________________________________
CONTACT No:_____________________MONEY ENCLOSED $_____________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
———————————————————————————————————————————
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Our committee welcomes your application. You may have read some of our quarterly
magazines or perhaps visited our web site. You may have had a relative, or friend,
who served with 5 Field Ambulance. Since the late 1990’s the Army decided to
re-classify 5 Field Ambulance from a ‘stand alone’ Reserve unit as a Health
Company within 5 Combat Service Support Battalion and stationed at Holsworthy
(NSW)
It matters not whether you have served, or are still serving, you will be made most
welcome. We respectfully ask that you write and tell us a little of your life so we can
formally introduce you to our members.. Thank you for reading this.

