
   

“BATTLE FOR AUSTRALIA” Newsletter 
5 FIELD AMBULANCE RAAMC ASSOCIATION 

Semper Paratus 
Established 1982 

SPRING Issue 2021 
A PROUD SUPPORTER OF THE  RAAMC & HSCA  ASSOCIATION Inc. 

WEB SITE: www.raamc.org.au 

 

The Coronavirus first came to notice  in late 2019, purportedly from the Chinese city of Wuhan, The 
World Health Organisation (WHO) announced, on 11th March 2020, that the Coronavirus (now called 
Covid-19) was a pandemic . Our world has been mightily challenged since then—and still is, especially 
with the Delta strain breaking out in India earlier this year! We have not given up and we will overcome if 
we all get vaccinated, heed the advice of our health professionals and stay united and calm. 
Let us also reflect on the challenge that confronted all Australians, and all the world, when WW 2 broke 
out in September 1939. We never hesitated to join our allies, against the Axis forces of Nazi Germany and 
Fascist Italy, to fight them in Europe. The tide turned against the allies in December 1941 when Japan 
aligned themselves with the Axis forces and attacked America at Pearl Harbour with great surprise and 
force, by air, in early December 1941. This brought the US into the war as an ally. 
Japan, shortly after, attacked and captured “The Impregnable Fortress”-Singapore on the 15th February 
1942 and on the 19th February, four days later, attacked with great force, by air, the township of Darwin, 
and its harbour and surrounding areas with much loss of life. 
It was now clear to our government, and the US, that Japan was intent on capturing the whole of the 
South West Pacific region. It tried to stake its second major victory on Port Moresby, the capital of PNG, 
to make it the base from which to launch an attack on Australia. 
At our government’s request, the US came to the aid of Australia. At this perilous time, in early to mid 
1942, the 39th Bn (a CMF unit) was instructed to stall the Japanese advance on the Kokoda Track. This 
was the start of the New Guinea Campaign (January 1942-September 1945). There is much history on this 
enormous campaign. AND Australia was NEVER invaded during WW 2. 
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5 Field Ambulance RAAMC Association 
Co-Patrons: COL Ray Hyslop OAM RFD & LTCOL Derek Cannon RFD 

Office Bearers  
PRESIDENT: MAJ David Czerkies OAM CStJ, 2 Butler Rd., Pemulwuy NSW 2145,(Mob) 0428.425.143 

HON SECRETARY:  Alan Curry OAM—35/1a Gordon Close, Anna Bay NSW 2316 

 (H) (02) 4982.2189 (M) 0427 824 646 Email: curry36@bigpond.net.au 

HON TREASURER: Ann Jackson—64 Morris St., St Marys NSW 2760 (M) 0407.236.724 

COMMITTEE: WO 1 Warren Barnes OAM Mobile: 0409 909 439 

 Fred Bell (ASM) Mobile: 0410 939 583 

 Noel Christensen RFD Mobile: 0422.082.469 

 Ron Foley Mobile: 0422 376 541 

DISCLAIMER: 

Opinions expressed in our quarterly newsletters are not necessarily those of our Patrons, Executive or 
Committee. We welcome any input as long as it is not offensive or abusive but if any member has a 
problem with a printed article we would like to be informed in order that the author may be contacted. We 
do encourage your opinion. 

ADVERTISEMENTS: Any enquiries for advertisements in our magazine, please contact Alan Curry or 

any committee member (details are listed above) We are not a Charity, we are a ‘Not-For-Profit’, 

community-based organisation and we are unincorporated, and have been since 1982. 
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A “Special” notice to all the current (and past) serving members of the Health Company of 5 CSSB/5 Field 

Ambulance who are not members of our Association. We would like you to join us and tell us about 

yourselves. This invitation is also extended to the very committed 206 ACU members. (see A/Form last page) 

 Never in my wildest dreams did I imagine myself entering a bank, wearing a mask, and asking for money! 

 I’m starting to like the mask thing. I went to the supermarket yesterday and two people that I don’t like didn’t 

recognise me! 
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LIFE MEMBERS 
(Please contact me if I have omitted your name or if any corrections are needed) 

Mr. Samuel ALEXANDER 
WO 11 Michael ALI OAM 
# Mrs Pamela AROPIO 
COL Suresh BADAMI OAM RFD 
# Mr. Adam BAILEY 
Dr. Robert BAILEY 
Mr. Trevor BARNES RFD 
WO 1 Warren BARNES OAM 
Mr. Alan BECKERLEG 
Mr. Fred BELL 
Mr. Robert ('Scotty') BOYD 
# Mr. Greg BROWN 
Dr. Harding BURNS OAM 
Mr. Bob BUTLER 
LTCOL Derek CANNON RFD 
# Mrs Edna CANNON 
Mr. Greg CANT 
# Mrs. Felicity CAREY (nee Evans) 
WO1 Michael CARLSON (Ret'd) 
CMDR James CHAPMAN (Ret'd) 
Mr. John CHARTER 
Mr. Noel CHRISTENSEN RFD 
Mr. John CLEGG 
Mr. David COOPER OAM 
Mrs Betty CROSSLEY 
# Mr. Joseph CRUMLIN OAM 
Mr. Gordon CURTIS 
Mr. Alan CURRY OAM 
Mr. Greg CURRY 
Mr. John CURRY 
Mr. Patrick CURRY 
# Mr. Stephen CURRY 
MAJ David CZERKIES OAM CStJ 
MAJ Peter DALGLEISH RFD 
WO 11 Theo DECHAUFEPIE OAM 
# Mrs. Olive DODD 
Mr. George DONNELLY 
Dr. Ken DOUST OAM 
# Mr Brian  DOYLE 
Mr. Stuart DOYLE 
LTCOL Andrew ELLIS OAM 
# Mr. Josh EVANS 
# Mrs. Julie EVANS 
# Mr. Tony EVANS 
MAJ Madeline EVES RFD 
Mr. Phillip FAGUE 
Mr. Laurie FARRUGIA JP 
Mr. Brett FERRARI 
# Mrs. Adrienne FOLEY 
Mr. Ron FOLEY 
Mrs. Frances FOOKES  

(nee Henderson) 
LTCOL Paul FOOKES 
Mr. Richard FORD 
MAJ John GALLAGHER 
Mr. Joe GATTY 
CAPT John GORRELL RFD (Ret'd) 
# Mrs. Margaret GORRELL 
Victoria GORRIE 
WO 1 Gordon GRANT MiD (Ret'd) 
Mr. Barry (Bob) GRIEVES 
# Mrs. Betty HAMILTON 
Mr. Tomas  HAMILTON 
Mr. John HEAD 
CAPT Ken HELSBY 
MAJ Eileen HENDERSON OAM RFD  
 (nee Anderson) 
LTCOL Kym HENDERSON RFD 
Mr. Rodney HOGAN 
MAJ James HOOLAN Jr. USMC (Ret'd) 
# M/s Joanne HOVELING 
Mr. Edward HUNG 
LTCOL Sandy HUNT-SHARMAN RFD (Ret'd) 
Mr. Kevin HURRELL 
COL Ray HYSLOP OAM RFD 
CAPT Jim ILIOPOULOS 
CAPT Natalie ILIOPOULOS  

(nee Polydoropoulos) 
Mr. Terry IRVINE OAM 
Mrs. Ann JACKSON  

(nee Williams) 
# Mr. Don JARMAN 
Mr. Ernest JOHNSON 

# M/s Sarah JONES 
# Mrs. Sue JONES 
LTCOL Stuart JONES 
MAJ Robert (Bob) KENYON 
Mr. Doug KERSEY 
Mr. Colin KLINE 
LTCOL Edward KREMER OAM 
# Mr. Anthony LAING 
# Mrs. Brittany LAING (nee Evans) 
COL Frank LANG OAM RFD ED 
LT Igor LEMECH 
# Mr. Bryan LINDSAY 
# Mr. Geoffrey LINDSAY 
# Mrs. Maureen LIWNGSTON 
MAJ Kathleen LOADSMAN 
Mr. Robert LOVE 
Mr. Edwin LOWERY 
Mr. Alen LUCIC 
Mr. Nick MARSHALL 
Dr. Helena MARTIN 
Mr. Gordon MILLS 
Mr. Paul MISTO 
COL Bill MOLLOY RFD ED 
Mr. Michael MORONEY 
# Mr. Charles MURRAY 
Mr. John McCARTHY 
Mr. Hugh McCARTY 
# Dr. Philip McGRATH 
# Mrs. Trish McGRATH 
LTCOL John McKEOWN RFD (Ret'd) 
CAPT Tom McLANDERS (Ret'd) 
Mr. Ken McNUFF 
# M/s Marion NEWMAN 
CAPT Richard NG 
# Mrs. Rayda NOBLE (nee Prain) 
MAJ John O'BRIEN (Ret'd) 
# Mr. Peter O'GRADY 
Mr. Barry O'KEEFE 
WO 1 E. (Bill) O'KEEFE (Ret'd) 
Mr. Chris O’REILLY 
COL John OVERTON AM RFD 
WO 2 Steve PARIS (Ret'd) 
MAJGEN John PEARN AO RFD CStJ 
Mr. Barry PERIGO 
# Mrs. Heather PERIGO 
Mr. Peter PETHER 
LTCOL David PHILLIPS RFD 
Mrs. Karen PHILLIPS (nee Stead) 
WO 1 Ken PHILLIPS OAM 
Mr. Bob PINK OAM 
# Mrs Barbara  PORTER 
Mr. John PRICE 
Dr. F.G. (Geoff.) PRIOR 

+Mr. Thomas (Tom) PRITCHARD 
COL Robert (Bob) REID ED (Ret'd) 
CAPT Alan ROBINSON (Ret'd) 
CAPT James ROCHE OAM 
Mr. Michael ROWLEY 
Mr. Bill RYLANDS 
Mrs. Cathy SALMON 
CAPT Susan SALVI 
MAJ Rod SEARLE (Ret'd) 
Mr. Paul SHERGOLD 
Mr. Robert SHILLINGSWORTH 
Mr. George SIP 
Mr. Ross SMITH 
CAPT Stephen STEIGRAD (Ret'd) 
Mr. Robert STEWART 
# M/s Judith STRACHAN 
Mr. Chris STRODE 
Mr Colin  STRONG 
Mr. Teddy SUGPATAN 
Mr. Peter SULLIVAN 
# Mrs. Debra TAYLOR 
# Mr. Trevor TAYLOR 
Mr. Bill THOMPSON 
Dr. Peter TRALAGGAN 
Mr. Ian TUCKER 
Dr. Michael TYQUIN 
Mrs. Ruth VAUDIN (nee Corbet) 
CPL Rhyse VAUGHN 

Mrs. Kate VERCOE (nee 
Rose) 

Mr. Matthew VERCOE 
Mr. Don WALKER 
# Mr. Kim WARNOCK 
# Mr. David WASSON 
# Mr. Lindsay WASSON 
LTCOL Darren WATERSON 
Mr. John WEAVER 
Mr. Ronald WEBB 
Mr. lan WHITE 
MAJ Bruce WHITTET 

(Ret'd) 
CAPT Don WIKNER ED JP 
# Mr. David WILKINSON 
COL Warwick WILKINSON 

AO RFD ED 
MAJ Alex WILLIAMS 
Mr. David WILLIAMS 
Mr. John WILSON 
Dr. Phillip YUILE 
Mr. Jim ZORBAS 

+ 2/5th Australian Field Ambulance 
# Associate Member 

Madam Jeanne Calmont: 
Was born on the 2nd 
February 1875 in Arles, 
Bouches-du-Rhone 
Provence, France. She 
passed away on the 4th 
August 1997. She was the 
oldest person in the world 
and lived 122 years and 164 
days. 
Her father was a ship 
builder and she grew up in 
a privileged family.  
She was said to be 
vivacious and of small 
stature at 150cms and 
weighed about 45kgs. 
She married her cousin and 
did not have to change her 
surname because their 
paternal grandfathers were 
brothers and their paternal 
grandmothers were sisters! 
Married life was easy for 
her—with activities with the 
French upper class, like 
fencing, cycling, 
swimming, tennis and 
roller-skating. She met the 
artist Van Gogh when she 
was about 14. She never 
took any medications. All 
of her life she took care of 
her skin with olive oil and 
puff powder! 
She started smoking when 
she got married and did not 
stop until age 117. 
She kept physically active 
until she went into a 
Nursing home at 110. After 
breakfast she would have a 
Dunhill cigarette and a 
glass of port wine and ate 
about 2lbs of chocolate a 
week! 
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VALE 
Marguerite MAXWELL passed away on the 20th February this year. Her  
daughter, Lani, called me when she came across our newsletter as she was putting 
her mum’s affairs in order. 
 
Lani told me that Marguerite was in good health up until a few weeks prior to her 
death.  
Marguerite joined us when she came across our web page. She immediately joined 
us as an Associate Member in April 2014 and also asked could her grandson, Kim 
Warnock, join us, which he did and, Marguerite paid for his Life Membership. 
 
Marguerite always replied back after receiving our newsletters and was a source of inspiration. She 
invariably would enclose a ’clipping’ or a letter which related to an article she had read in our magazine. 
Some of you may recall some apt verses from the small booklet titled “The Fuzzy Wuzzy Angels and other 
verses” (by author, Sapper Bert Beros), Marguerite gratefully posted me his booklet. 
 
Her dad (William Maxwell) was in WW 1 ( I wrote about him in our WINTER Issue 2014). 
Marguerite had a private funeral and Lani said her mum’s wishes were to scatter her ashes on the Helena 
river where she used to swim in her childhood days. 
 
I have asked Lani to send me any eulogies that may have been said by any family members at her funeral. 
Farewell Marguerite. 
 

(There are no goodbyes for us. You will always be in my heart—Mahatma Gandhi) 
 

THE GIRL ON BREAKSEA ISLAND 

Born in a light house, by Cape Leeuwin’s salty spray 
She became her father’s keeper, when her mother passed away 
No time for schoolyard games, another skill she made 
With morse code and semaphore, she learned her father’s trade 
 
She kept a silent vigil, over King George Sound 
Watching war bound convoys, from a Breaksea mound 
With flags and a mirror, she became the final link 
Between the families and an army, sailing off to hell’s brink 
 
Barely fifteen years of age, she left her childhood ways 
Thrust into maturity, to pray for peaceful days 
She was soon to realise, the lessons all would learn 
From the countless lines of thousands, the ones who’d not return 
 
She was like a beacon, on her island by the coast 
When southern winds blew a gale, she gamely held her post 
As each ship departed and ploughed the stormy foam 
She had sent the soldiers greetings, to loved ones left at home 
 
When those vessels made their sad return, with the wounded sick 
and lame 
Her message would bring them hope, though few would know her 
name 
As the last shot was fired and final words were said 
Only then the country paused, to try and count the dead 
 
Now our nation stops in silence, to remember those who died 
The trusted souls of Albany, recall her name with pride 
Though glory was bestowed, on generals of renown 
The girl on Breaksea Island, her title is her crown 
    (Tomas Hamilton 2018) 

THE LIGHTHOUSE KEEPERS 
DAUGHTER (Refers to poem opposite) 

In the days before some 30,000 
soldiers sailed from Australian 
shores to fight in World War 1, 
many kept their eyes focused 
on a tiny, rugged island off the 
Western Australian town of 
Albany.  There lived Fay-
Catherine Howe, a lighthouse 
keepers daughter, who became 
well known among the 
confined ANZACS. Adept in the 
art of signal communications, 
15 year old Fay relayed 
messages via semaphore flags 
or Morse code to the troops 
from their loved ones as the 
men waited to set sail.  She 
would then send their replies in 
Morse code via telegraph and 
undersea cable, back to Albany, 
where they were transferred 
from office to office and 
printed as telegrams.  
In doing so, she inadvertently 
became the cherished symbol 
of home, the last glimpse of it 
for many.  And although they 
never met or even spoke to the 
soldiers, her efforts inspired an 
untold number of them to 
write her  postcards from the 
front. 
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SICK PARADE 

Bob BUTLER, Derek CANNON, John DAVIES, George DONNELLY, Richard FORD, 
Joe GATTY, Gordon GRANT, Tomas HAMILTON, Ruth HEDLEY, Joanne HOVELING, 
Ray HYSLOP OAM, (Wallarah Point Care Community, 153 Main Rd, Toukley-(02)4397.6387), Vic 
INESON, Brian INMAN, Terry IRVINE OAM, Colin KLINE, Robert LOVE, Geoff 
LINDSAY, Bill MOLLOY, John McCARTHY, Hugh (Macka) McCARTY, Rayda NOBLE, 
John OVERTON AM, Peter O’GRADY, Eugene (‘Bill’) O’Keefe, Mike O’KEEFFE,  Chris 
O’REILLY, Barry & Heather PERIGO, Karen PHILLIPS (nee Stead), Bob REID, Alan 
ROBINSON, Barry SAINSBURY (0411.623.700), Robert SHILLINGSWORTH, Cliff SMITH 
(02.9524.9531), Ross SMITH (Kokoda 6, ANZAC Village, Colooli Rd, Narrabeen  0410.486.821), Judith 

STRACHAN, Colin STRONG, Natalie SWAN (nee Lloyd), Irene TROY, John WEAVER, Bruce WHITTET, John 
WILSON (0404.418.071), Warwick WILKINSON (Arcare Warriewood, 23 Warriewood Rd, NSW 2102, 02.9483.6400, John 

WILSON, Margaret WOODHEAD and Jim ZORBAS. 

Welcome members and I hope you are safe and well wherever you are. 
 
Well, what I can say about Sydney and the lockdown. At the time of  
writing this article, we had already been in six weeks lockdown with  
further weeks to go. I must admit it was only a matter time when someone would slip and 
create the situation Sydney is in.  
So how has this affected me? As Army/Defence being the ”Exemplars” of the 
community, we have followed the rules with working from home and complying with the 
State Health Order.  
 
With the use of DREAMS, (Defence computer system) this allows me to have access to 
Defence Computer Network to continue to perform my role from home. Though there are 
some advantages of working from home, what I really miss is the office banter between 
the SNCOs/WOs and the officers. It certainly makes the day go by. 
 
May I take this opportunity, to thank Alan for his kind words and inclusion in the last 
edition of the magazine on my OAM?  It was unexpected, but very nice to see this 
inclusion. With regards to the OAM, I have received a number of letters of 
congratulations, but the most important one is the letter from Government House 
regarding the investiture.  
The planned date for the investiture is the 15 September. Unfortunately, I received an 
email saying the investiture has been postponed to 2022. This would have been an 
enormous day. 
 
Due to COVID there has been little activity I can report on the Association side. However, 
my thoughts are on the function being organised for November at Club Parramatta. 
Hopefully, by then lockdowns will be a thing of the past and we will be back to some 
form of normality. This second wave has certainly provided doubt in a lot of minds. If this 
goes ahead, this will be the second function for this year and like you it will be great to 
see everyone once again, pending restrictions.  
 
COVID also, prevented the RAAMC Association meeting to go ahead in July and was 
postponed to a date in the future. At this rate it may not occur until November or 
December. 
 
There has been a lot of debate in my household and I am sure this topic is also in each of 
your households as well. There have been some robust discussions and all I can say is 
that I am now fully vaccinated courtesy to Defence Health.  I encourage you all to think 
about it. I do not want to hear that you have succumbed to the dreadful disease.    
 
Until the next edition, please stay safe and look out for each other and I hope to see you 
at Club Parramatta in November for a beer or two hopefully. Sincerely, David Czerkies OAM CStJ 
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Message from the Secretary  

 

KIND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
(Please advise us if your payment has not been acknowledged) 

Annonymous (EFT $200) for Donation. 
Annonymous (CASH $20) for Donation. 
Dr Robert BAILEY (EFT $100) for Life Membership. 
Betty CROSSLEY (EFT $100) for New Member & Life Membership. 
Glenda GARDE (EFT $45) for subs to 2024. 
Ken HELSBY (EFT $30) for two 5 Fd Amb Arm Bands ($20) and Donation $10. 
Brian JESSOP (Cheque $15) for New Associate Member subs. 
Bryan LINDSAY (Cheque $30) for $1 Raffle-$20 for Bryan and $10 for daughter, Adriana. 
Margaret TANNER (Cheque $30) for Subs $15 and yearly $1 raffle for $15. 

Greetings to all our members, especially those in Nursing Care or in hospital, our thoughts 
and prayers are with you. Everyone is in the same boat at this strange and very trying period  
of our lives so we must ALL PULL TOGETHER. Do not despair, get your jab and don’t give in! 
 
The daily news right across our country is highlighting the necessity to heed the advice of our  
health professionals and still there are many individuals refusing to accept responsibility for their reckless 
and inconsiderate actions which affect those of us who are trying to do the right thing. 
 
On behalf of our Association I wish to place on record our sincere appreciation and gratitude  
to all those many thousands of health workers on the front line and in laboratories, emergency personnel 
and our local police forces and the ADF, who must be at ‘breaking point’, in trying to curb the spread of 
this pandemic and keep peace.  
 
My APOLOGIES if I omitted your name on our LIFE MEMBERS list. I have some computer/Publisher 
hiccups when I transfer or amend my list into our magazine and I do not know about it unless you tell me. I 
am learning “Publisher” by the seat of my pants! 
If we have a member who would like to have a go at ‘editing’, and eventually take over the reins of the 
Secretary's job, PLEASE CONTACT ME (0427824646).  
 
In our last magazine I inserted an “Urgent Notice” regarding the ongoing viability of the cost involved in 
printing and posting our quarterly magazines to our members who do not have a computer. A suggestion 
was put to me that our members (or anyone who reads our magazines) might consider bequeathing a 
small donation to our Association to try and ensure we keep Association’s magazines viable and available 
to those who can’t access it via the internet.  
In the past, if we have had any spare copies left over (usually about 30), I would distribute them to my local 
chemist, doctor’s practices, nursing homes etc for their patients to read and pass around. 
 
Greg Hubbard was a friend and an old work mate during my time as a tally clerk and a union official on the 
Sydney waterfront in the mid 1960’s to the late 1990’s. 
We both worked for the Timber Tallying Association at the time. On retirement he and his partner, Rhonda, 
moved to the NSW north coast township of Boambee and shortly after he asked to join us as an Associate 
Member, but last year Rhonda advised me that Greg had dementia and asked to be removed from our 
records.  
Sadly, in early August, I was informed that he passed away whilst in palliative care. Rhonda was by his 
side. Farewell friend. 

One evening an old Cherokee Indian told his grandson about a "battle" that goes on inside 

people. 

 

He said, "My son, the battle is between two 'wolves' inside us all.  One is Evil.  It is angry, 

envy, sorrow, regret, greed, arrogance, self-pity, guilt, resentment, inferiority, lies, false 

pride, superiority and ego.   

 

The other is Good.  It is joy, peace, love, hope, serenity, humility, kindness, benevolence, 

empathy, generosity, truth, compassion and faith." 

 

The grandson thought about it for a minute and then asked his grandfather:  "Which wolf 

wins?" 

 

The old Cherokee simply replied, "The one you feed."   

 

# I don’t have time to worry about who doesn’t like me. I’m too busy loving the people who love me. 
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BATTLE FOR AUSTRALIA CEREMONY 
(Wednesday 1st SEPTEMBER 11am) 

Unfortunately the pandemic has had the effect of cancelling this year’s Ceremony in Martin Place in 
Sydney. I should imagine it will snowball around the country affecting most of our capital cities and 
regional areas. 
 
This should not let us ever forget the fact that Australia came under attack from the Japanese Imperial 
Navy when they attacked by air, the city of Darwin, its harbours and surrounding areas from the 19th 
February 1942. 
 
Some historians have tended to downplay the intended threat or the significance that faced our brothers 
and sisters in the far north of our country, prior to the raids on our homeland. 
Many people were evacuated from Darwin in the weeks prior to the Japanese air attacks and Darwin was 
poorly defended. Its defences mainly consisted of 16 QF 3.7 Anti Aircraft guns and two 3 inch AA guns for 
use against high-flying aircraft and a small number of Lewis guns to use against low flying aircraft.  The 
training was sporadic due to ammunition shortages. The RAAF had 12 Sqn (Wirraways) and 13 Sqn 
(Lockheed Hudson light bombers), Six Hudsons arrived on the day of the first raid! 
 
65 Allied warships and merchant vessels were in Darwin harbour at the time of the attack and most of the 
ships were anchored near each other which made them an easy target for the air attacks. Jap subs had 
laid mines off Darwin in January 1942 and at that stage Japan had captured Ambon, Borneo and Celebes. 
 
Darwin, NT and parts of WA’s north were bombed more than 100 times (sometimes twice in a day) from 
February 1942 to 12 November 1943. The attacks were mainly launched from the four Japanese Aircraft 
Carriers (Akagi, Kaga, Hiryu` and Soryu`) in the Timor Sea. These were later sunk in the Battle of Midway in 
1942. 

 
THE MISSING DIAMONDS! 

As Darwin and the surrounding areas were being bombed and strafed another strange episode was about 
to take place. 
A Jewish firm based in Amsterdam sent a package of valuable diamonds to Bandung in Indonesia for 
onward movement to Australia under the safe keeping to the manager of the Commonwealth Bank 
manager in Broome. The diamonds were worth 300,000 Pounds ($20 Million in today’s currency) 
 A pilot, Ivan Smirnov, flew to Java in early March 1942 to collect some Dutch refugees to be brought back 
to Broome and was handed the sealed package with instructions to deliver same when he landed in 
Broome. 
As fate would have it, the Dutch aircraft (PK-AFV named “Pelikaan”) ran into the returning Japanese 
fighters from Darwin. They strafed and shot down the unarmed DC-3.  The crew of two and the nine 
passengers crash-landed in the shallow part of Carnot Bay (60 miles north of Broome). Four people died of 
their injuries and were buried nearby. The others were discovered by natives and rescued. 
 
Enter a beach-comber—Jack Palmer. He came across the wreck shortly afterwards. An investigation was 
launched into the whereabouts of the missing package of diamonds. 
Jack Palmer said he gave officials a pair of salt and pepper shakers which contained many diamonds. He 
said he found them in a sodden parcel which was partly embedded in the tidal mud, on the beach near 
Carnot Bay. 
Palmer and two accomplices were subsequently taken into custody and charged with theft. The two 
accomplices were acquitted as no theft was proved to be done by them and as Palmer had handed in two 
salt cellars to the authorities they were unable to prove he stole the rest. 
More diamonds showed up later, in the area, supposedly stashed or spent by Palmer. The total amount 
recovered was about 10% of the original shipment. 
Ivan Smirnov may not have known what the package contained. After the crash he consistently stated that 
he never knew what was in the package—only that he needed to deliver it. The mystery still remains!! 
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(This “spoof” was sent from a member. My apologies to our Navy members. Please have a chuckle and don’t take offence) 

The Royal Australian Navy is proud to announce its new fleet of ANZAC destroyers. 

 

Having initially named the first two ships HMAS Daring and HMAS Dauntless, the Naming Committee 

has, after intensive pressure from Canberra, renamed them HMAS Cautious and HMAS Prudence. The 

next five ships are to be HMAS Empathy, HMAS Circumspect, HMAS Nervous, HMAS Timorous and 

HMAS Apologist. 

 

Costing $850 million each, they comply with the very latest employment, equality, health & safety and 

human rights laws. 

The Royal Australian Navy fully expects any future enemy to be jolly decent and to comply with the 

same high standards of behaviour. 

 

The new user-friendly crow's nest has excellent wheelchair access. Live ammunition has been replaced 

with paint balls to reduce the risk of anyone getting hurt and to cut down on the number of compensation 

claims. Stress counsellors and lawyers will be on board, as will a full sympathetic industrial tribunal. 

 

The crew will be 50/50 men and women, and will contain the correct balance of race, gender, sexuality 

and disability. Sailors will only work a maximum of 37hrs per week as per Canberra Rules on Working 

Hours, even in wartime. 

All the vessels are equipped with a maternity ward, a crèche and a gay disco. 

 

Tobacco will be banned throughout the ship, but recreational cannabis will be allowed in wardrooms and 

messes. 

The Royal Australian Navy is eager to shed its traditional reputation for; "Rum, sodomy and the lash"; so 

out has gone the rum ration, replaced by sparkling water. Sodomy remains, now extended to include all 

ratings under 18. The lash will still be available on request. 

 

Saluting of officers is now considered elitist and has been replaced by "Hello Sailor". 

All information on notice boards will be in 37 different languages and Braille. 

Crew members will now no longer have to ask permission to grow beards and/or moustaches. 

This applies equally to female crew. 

Navy Office is inviting suggestions for a "non-specific" flag because the White Ensign may offend 

minorities. The Australian Flag must never be seen. 

 

The newly re-named HMAS Cautious will be commissioned shortly by Captain Hook from the 

Cabramatta Park Mosque, who will break a petrol bomb over the hull. 

 

She will gently slide into the sea as the Royal Australian Navy Band plays "In the Navy" by the Village 

People. 

Her first deployment will be to escort boatloads of illegal immigrants to ports on Australia's West Coast. 

 

The Prime Minister said, "Our ships reflect the very latest in modern thinking and they will always be 

able to comply with any new legislation from Canberra.” 

 

His final words were, "We come from a Land down under." 

# I’ve seen better days, but I’ve also seen worse. I don’t have everything that I want, but I do have all I need. I woke up 

with some aches and pains, but I woke up. My life may not be perfect but I am blessed. 
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Brian JESSOP is warmly welcomed into our Association as an Associate Member. 
I have had the pleasure of being a friend of Brian since the 1960’s when our paths 
first crossed as Tally Clerks on the Sydney waterfront. Brian and another good 

friend, Fred Mooney, have been frequent attendees at the “Battle of Australia” Ceremonies in Martin Place 
(Sydney). 
Brian completed his high schooling with De La Salle Brothers at Ashfield in 1960. His first ambition was to 
study law and although he started down this path his ambition left him but it led him to a working life on the 
Sydney waterfront where he found employment with the Union Steamship Company. He was with the Union 
Company as a clerk for over 30 years before accepting voluntary redundancy in 1992. 
Brian wrote he was too young for “Nashos” and too old for Vietnam. Brian’s dad was in the RAAF in Milne 
Bay and elsewhere and Brian is a member of the RAAF Association. 
He wrote that he lives a pleasant existence in the leafy suburb of Cammeray (Sydney). He overlooks the 
golf course and enjoys a broad collection of friends. 

Betty CROSSLEY is warmly welcomed into our Association as a full and Life Member. Betty was the 
wife our late Roy, who passed away late last June. 
Betty wanted to carry on the tradition that Roy had with his many friends the he made when he served with 
5 Field Ambulance. I am waiting on Betty to write back and tell me more of her life—before and after Roy. 

 
Our member Tom Pritchard is one of the few (probably the last) remaining 
2/5th Field Ambulance member from WW 2. He is sincerely congratulated on 
his hundredth birthday on the 24th August. What a milestone. 
On behalf of all your many friends, Tom, which include Glenda Garde and 

Rayda Noble and your many friends at Tobruk House in Melbourne, we wish 

you all the very best and sincerely thank you for becoming one of our 

members and for your service with the 2/5th. 

5 CSSB Health Company Report 

Members of Hlth Coy 5CSSB continue to provide support to the NSW government's response to the COVID-
19 pandemic, with many members doing so in their civilian roles. As such, the Hlth Coy has been limited in 
its ability to contribute specifically to the ADF response.  

Having said that, we continue to train and develop our members in both clinical and military aspects. 
During the lockdown of greater Sydney, training is being conducted remotely on online platforms, ensuring 
we continue to connect to each other. This is vitally important during these difficult times. 
We also continue our preparation for the transition to the new Health Battalion structure from next year, 
with the transition of command expected in November 2021.  

This exciting time brings all health assets together in South East Qld, NSW and ACT under one command. 
But as with any change, there will also be challenges to overcome mixed with uncertainty. I will update the 
association as information is confirmed. Stay safe all. 

Regards, MAJ Glenn Sisson, Officer Commanding, 5 Hlth Coy 

A Poem to commemorate Vietnam 
Veteran’s Day: (With much thanks to author and our 

member, Tomas Hamilton –June 2021) 
He was just a kid with acne, when he first wore his 
jungle greens 
About to learn the hard way, life’s seldom what it 
seems 
An Asian war was raging, yet he was keen to go 
He didn’t see the folly, all those years ago 
Through rookies and corps training, an S.L.R. was 
his best mate 
He prayed it would protect him, no matter what his 
fate 
He boarded the “Vung Tau Ferry” and set out 
across the sea 
To 1.A.T.F. Headquarters in the province of Phuoc 
Tuy  
The foe was well prepared and it’s now part of lore 
The situation was desperate, so they called in the 
armoured corps 
For there is one thing that he learned and on this 
he was frank 
If you want to reach retirement age, don’t take on a 
Centurian Tank 

The RAAF lost a chopper, and two of its gallant 
crew. 
3 R.A.R met the challenge, ’till the enemy withdrew 
It was like a scaled down Overlord, from where the 
operation got its name 
Twenty-seven years the difference, but the result 
was just the same  
The battle was hardly over and it was on again 
An R.P.G. took out an A.P.C. and they lost seven 
brave men 
The final mission loomed, Operation Ivanhoe 
For those still left “in country”, it was the final 
show  
After eleven years in that quagmire, they brought 
the Aussies home 
Over 500 gravestones, nightmares and a poem 
The paddy fields are silent from the cacophony of 
the guns 
Take the time to ponder, they were Australia’s sons 
 Mateship that was created, in that land so far away 
can still be witnessed, to this very day 
And a statement we all use, as we wander danger’s 
track 
“Hang on mate don’t worry. You know I’ve got your 
back” 
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MESSAGES FROM MEMBERS 
John DAVIES wrote in late March that he had a heart attack and was hospitalised for two weeks after 
having two stents inserted and two grafts repaired. 
A later email to me in early May informed me his cardiologist was pleased with his progress (albeit a slow 
one). John is getting stronger every week. 
He did have a major set-back with his phone and computer (enough to give anyone heart palpitations!!). 
He solved all his problems by contacting a company called “WorkVentures” which specialises in obsolete 
government computers. His purchase has been a Godsend and fixed all his previous issues.  He was 
wondering why I had stopped sending him emails until he sent a ‘test’ one to himself to realise his old 
email address was corrupted. (His new email address is mojo.26@live.com.au) 
(Thank you John for your updates, especially on your health. Take care and I am glad we are back “on Line”) 

————————————- 
Prof. John OVERTON AM kindly sent me a very interesting insight into his son, Peter, which he 
thought might be of interest to our members. (Some of us would recognise Peter as the anchor man for 
Sydney’s channel Nine nightly news)  
Peter has followed his dad in the ADF, not in the army but as a current reservist with the RAAF. 
For those of us who have a computer or can access one, you would be interested to get on the internet 
and type in —http://airforce2021.airforce.gov.au/people/peter-overton  
The video gives a look at a man who is committed to any who serve in the ADF but in particular to those 
in the RAAF. Peter projects a very real and clear picture of the men and women in the RAAF, whom he has 
come in contact with during his many years in the Reserves.  
(Thank you John, for ‘forwarding’ this insightful clip on Peter. We hope when you read this that you and Charlotte and all your family 
are both well.) 

———————————- 
Cliff SMITH kindly sent me the “Prisoners Of War” precis which I have copied a little further on in this 
issue. It was most interesting to read. It reminded me of the two week’s Platoon Leader’s Tactics Course I 
attended at Canungra in the early 1960’s. 
(Thank you Cliff, I hope when you read this your health is good and your family is safe and well.) 

———————————- 
MAJGEN Warren Glenny AO passes on his good wishes to all our members, particularly to his 
friend, and our co-Patron, Dr. Ray Hyslop. 
Warren also congratulates the recognition of our President, David Czerkies, for his long and voluntary 
service with the St John Ambulance on him being awarded the CStJ and later, him being recognised in 
the Queen’s Birthday Honours List with the OAM. 
 
He was pleased to read our comments regarding Club Parramatta, which is part of the Castle Hill group of 
which he is President, and thanks our Association for using the venue for our ‘End of Year’ informal 
reunion luncheon. 
 
Warren enjoyed reading the Newcastle article on Fort Scratchley as it brought happy memories when he 
and his wife, Gay, were always invited to be the Guest of Honour at the Newcastle Reserve Forces Day 
Ceremonies each July. Warren said distance and health (including the pandemic problem) have curtailed 
him from attending many functions. 
(Thank you Warren, for your good wishes. Your support is very much appreciated. We hope when you read this issue that you and 
Gay and all your family members are in good health .) 

——————————- 
Dr. Michael TYQUIN sent me the good news that his book “Little by Little” (the history of the RAAMC) 
was selected by a panel of experienced librarians from around Australia, to be digitised as an E-book.  
(among 200 other culturally important books defined broadly as ‘acclaimed’ or ‘award winning’ or ‘ground-
breaking’ or a key record of a significant event or aspect of Australian history or culture. “Little By Little” fell into 
that category)  
Another good read Michael suggested was by author, Peter Yule. His book “The Long Shadow” basically 
covers the medical legacies of the Vietnam war. 
The thoughtful synopsis of Michael’s email, on Peter’s book, was summed up in the last para which 

stated,,,”The author is indeed right to note that the Vietnam war continues to cast a long shadow over a generation of 
former servicemen and women. It is a credit to the author and his research team that they have produced such a 
readable account of a vexed issue. Anyone with a scientific or history background will find this account particularly 
absorbing. Vietnam veterans too should feel some satisfaction with Yule’s wide-ranging and very fair analysis. But 
Yule’s study again reminds us that memory and history are not the same.” 
(Thank you Michael, for your messages. What a pleasant surprise about “Little By Little” and well-deserved outcome.) 

———————————— 
Joanne HOVELING had intentions of marching with us on ANZAC Day but two unfortunate events 
prevented this from taking place.  
The first was Covid-19 cancelling our involvement and the second was a nasty accident at her school 
where she teaches.  
 
Joanne fell down some steps, dislocated and fractured her ankle in three places. As of this newsletter she 
is still unable to work because of her injury. …..(Cont. on next page) 
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The Sydney ’lockdown’ has also been a big set-back with the isolation being a big concern for everyone. 
Joanne has had her Pfizer vaccinations (minor after effects) but all good. She is happy to now be able to 
do some gardening and she keeps abreast of work with online studies. 
(Thank you Joanne for sharing your unfortunate accident with us. We hope when you read this you are getting stronger.) 

————————————- 
Dr. Andrew ELLIS OAM thanked us for the various information we send out to our Email contacts. One 
in particular was the current Royal Commission into Veteran’s Health. 
Andrew made the remark that no mention was made of Reserve service with regard to health. They are 
often deployed at short notice without many of the back-ups of the full time regulars. 
(Thank you Andrew for your comment. It will be interesting to read what the Royal Commission unearths and its recommendations to 
our government) 

————————————- 
Charles MURRAY replied back from the Email I sent around showing a young boy about 12 years of 
age, dressed in a soldier’s uniform, holding an American Flag and standing for hours, saluting, whilst on 
Omaha Beach and facing the sea. He was remembering the “D” Day landing in 1944 and those brave 
soldiers who would never return home. It was a most evocative video. 
 
Charles said it took him back to October 2010 on a cold, bleak and rain-swept day when he, in company 
with his good friend, the late John Roche OAM and John’s wife Cathy, stood on Omaha Beach in 
Normandy and contemplated, once again, the great sacrifice of life and youth for the cause of freedom and 
world peace. The reality was survival from murder, mayhem and madness of WW 2. LEST WE FORGET. 
 
Together they drove on a personal pilgrimage, over 5 weeks, through Europe covering more than 6,000 
klms.  
The original objective was Oberammergau and the 400th anniversary of its Passion Play, after which they  
visited many of the classical destinations and many of the sacred memorial sites such as Amiens, Picardy, 
the Somme, Ypres, Villers-Bretonneau and Fromelles—all profound and moving experiences —Dachau and 
Karmel were very sad and Charles can recall, even to this day, how deeply he was affected and some of his 
poems, from this period, have been published in our quarterly magazines. 
(Thank you Charles. I can but imagine your thoughts as you recalled your trip with John and Cathy.  I hope this finds you safe and in 
good health.) 

———————————- 
Ken HELSBY sent me an email in early August, regarding “Moral Injury Outcome”, which I passed on to 
our members.  
Phoenix Australia — a centre for post traumatic mental health—is funded by the DVA and is recruiting 
current serving and ex-serving members of the ADF for a final phase in a project about moral injury 
resulting from events experienced in the military. Participation involves completing an anonymous ‘on 
line’ survey at “Moral Injury Outcome Scale Project-Phoenix Australia”. 
Eligibility is 18 years and older—serving and ex-serving members if you have experienced a potentially 
morally injurious event in your time in the military. 
 
Ken enjoys reading our magazines and passes them on to ‘old diggers’ who might present themselves to 
some outback and rural hospitals in the far north “Gulf” region. 
Ken recently completed a few months in Cooktown Hospital and prior to that in Kowanyama Hospital 
working with the Royal Flying Doctor Service (600 klms to the nearest doctor and major hospital). He said 
you really have to know your clinical skills and diagnostic abilities! He will be on an army exercise in 
August and will provide medical cover.  
(Thank you Ken for your support and informative emails. We hope when you receive the newsletter you are in good health and that 
the ‘Exercise’ was fulfilling. ) 

——————————- 
Dr. Ian PFENNIGWERTH responded to the Emails I sent regarding the ‘Listening Devices’ found in 
new structures built by the Chinese and the other on the Indonesian Confrontation.  
 
In regards to the ‘Listening Devices’ he recalls when the Australian Embassy was built in Beijing in the 
1980’s/90’s, our engineers had to visit the worksite when the Chinese workers had left to remove the ‘bugs’  
they had built into the structure that day—and the day after that—and the day after that?? 
Ian said parts of the Canadian Embassy had to be demolished after they discovered ‘bugs’ planted in the 
structure! 
 
In regards to the Indonesian Confrontation.—(This was an ‘undeclared war’ between Indonesia and Malaya 
and involved New Zealand, British and Australian troops. Malaya gained independence from the British in 
1957 with an expectation that the northern States of Borneo (Brunei and Sarawak) would join it in a new 
Federation of Malaysia. The ‘war’ started in late 1962 until a Peace Treaty was signed in 1966 between 
Indonesia and the Malaysian Government. Australian forces became involved through our membership in 
the Far East Strategic Reserve and fought as part of the larger British and Commonwealth Force under 
British command. Australia provided training and supplies to Malay troops along with a number of RAN 
vessels to patrol the area. 23 Australians died and eight were wounded.)…..(Cont. on next page) 
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Ian said our navy was there—patrolling and inspecting vessels using the straits between east and west 
Malaysia and the Indonesian archipelago, bombarding enemy targets ashore, transporting troops of 
various nationalities from point to point and even engaging in infiltrating Indonesian saboteur crafts in 
firefights — they lost— we won ! 
 
Ian said the “Swaddies” (sailor’s term for soldiers) believe they won the ‘war’ and deserve more medals 
but they operated under the aegis of a mighty fleet that always had their back and made it quite clear to 
the Indonesian military commanders “that they hadn’t seen nothing yet” should they decide to escalate 
the conflict. Wise council prevailed, fortunately. 
(Ian did two tours during the “Confrontation” and was awarded the Naval General Service Medal with 
Clasps “Malaysia” and “Borneo” and the Pinjat Jasa Malaysia (Malaysian Service Medal)). 
(Thank you Ian, we are glad you are one of our navy members and your input is always well-received. We hope when you read this 
that you and your family are all safe and well) 

————————————-  
Michael MORONEY expressed his condolences on reading of the death of John Layhe. He said John 
was the RSM on 1 Gen Hosp when he enlisted in 1979. Michael said  he held John in high regard and John 
also had the respect of all the OR’s. 
(Thank you Michael for your message. I hope this finds you in good health and also all your family.) 

———————————- 
Noel CHRISTENSEN is one of our committee members. He is hoping our members (and any readers of 
our magazine) are getting their ’flu and Covid-19 jabs and abiding by our Health authorities. He mentioned 
about the rise in infections, mostly in NSW and Victoria. It behoves us to heed the advice. 
 
Noel is also thanked for advising us about the Community War Memorials Fund. It is a NSW Government 
fund for the repair and refurbishment of our local War Memorials. Applications are now open and can be 
found on this site https://www.veterans.nsw.gov.au/heritage/community-war-memorials-fund/  

Noel said if you think your local war memorial needs fixing, then please apply for this grant. 
(Thank you Noel for your inputs and support. We hope that you and your family are all safe and well) 

—————————————- 
Paul FOOKES as well as his Reserve Army commitments is also the secretary of the Gulgong Chamber 
of Commerce. He recently emailed a ‘media release’ from the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs, Mr Andrew 
Gee MP, advising that Mr Stuart Smith AO DSC has been appointed as Defence Engagement 
Commissioner. 
He commanded the JTF 633 in 2012. 
Paul said the Gulgong Chamber of Commerce is committed to supporting and promoting veteran’s 
organisations to assist veterans and their families to get support in a timely manner.  
He welcomes any veterans’ organisation to contribute an article to either the “Gulgong Gossip” 
gossip@gulgong.com.au or the “Mid Western Mail” mwm@gulgong.com.au  .  
Paul said the ‘Closing dates’ for articles are the 15th of the month (except December as no January Issue 
is released). 
(Thank you Paul for your emails and attachments. We hope you and Fran are safe and well.) 

———————————— 
Bob GRIEVES enjoys all the emails I send to him (and others) with the last lot telling me the effects of 
the lockdown. Bob and his wife Daphne have had their caravan trips postponed due to the pandemic. 
 
Having written what I said above, Bob’s world has now been shattered. He rang me on the 25th August to 
give me the very tragic news that his wife Daphne collapsed on their kitchen floor. Bob immediately rang 
the ambulance where she was transported to the local hospital on the Central Coast. The doctors gave 
Bob the sad news that Daphne’s condition was critical and was on life support.  
He rang me today (27th) to give the sad news that Daphne had just passed away. Bob and his son, Martin 
were there. 
 
Bob was reminiscing to me about the “Buck’s Night” he had in the Sergeant’s Mess in 1961. He and 
Daphne have had a wonderful marriage for 60 years. This current crisis tested the family’s resolve to the 
utmost. 
(Dear Bob, words can’t express my feelings after you told me this really tragic news about Daphne. I, and all your friends from our 
Association, will be praying for you, and your family. I hope you are not upset with my mentioning our phone calls.) 

———————————— 
Bryan LINDSAY sends his good wishes to us. He has had his vax jabs and all good. He also advised 
that his daughter and her husband, Adriana & Josh, are just ‘settling in’ at their new home in Kurrajong. 
Bryan said he has lost a little weight but health-wise he is feeling great AND he asked me to remove his 
name for our “Sick Parade”! 
(Thank you Bryan for your messages and support. We hope when you read this you are good. Pass on our good wishes to Adriana 
and Josh.) 

———————————- 
Margaret TANNER enjoys reading our magazine, particularly the WW 1 war diaries of Kenneth Price. 

 (Cont. on next page) 

https://www.veterans.nsw.gov.au/heritage/community-war-memorials-fund/
mailto:gossip@gulgong.com.au
mailto:mwm@gulgong.com.au
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She was happy to read that Ken had mentioned her dad, Clarence Power, and it seems they were both at 
the same locations from time to time.  
Margaret is in ’lockdown’ like a great many of her friends but she said I have plenty of support and my 
meat and groceries are delivered. 
She fills in her time doing cooking, reading, code breakers, colouring in etc. 
 
Margaret has had her 2nd lot of jabs in July and all good. 
(Ed. Note: Margaret is the grand age of 101. She is most interesting to talk to and her hand-writing is 
wonderful. She has a very positive attitude and has a lovely supportive circle of friends and relations.) 
(Thank you Margaret for your letters and support. You are an inspiration. I hope when you read this you are warm and comfortable. 
The ‘lockdown’ will not last for ever and we will be able to get back to some sort of normality.) 

————————————————————————————————————————— 
THE BATTLE FOR WAU 

This was a rather small battle in the scale of battles but, like many battles that were won during WW 2, 
this one also had an enormous effect on the end outcome! 
 
With the Japanese invasion and capture of Lae and Salamaua in early 1942, and the Japanese bombing of  
Wau on the 23rd January 1942, Our government and the war cabinet acted swiftly to secure Wau. 
 
The Australian government set up “Kanga Force” in April 1942, commanded by Brigadier Murray Molten, 
with elements of the 1st Independent Company, the 2/5th Independent Company and the New Guinea 
Volunteer Rifles. An initial force of about 700 men. 
 
They conducted a number of small raids and their mission was to harass the Japanese in the area of the 
Markham and Bitol rivers for 12 months. They relayed much intelligence and this, coupled with 
intelligence from our code breakers, identified the Japanese shipping codes showing the coming attack 
on Lae from Rabaul, but at that stage the Allies were unaware of the Japanese commander, Adachi, final 
destination was to be the capture of Wau and its airfields. 
 
Our Commander-in-chief, General Blamey, did not wait and ordered the 17th Inf Bde to move from Milne 
Bay to Wau. 
 
The Japanese started advancing overland to attack Wau. They were hampered by the terrain, and the 
Australians, moving to reinforce by air, were hampered by the weather. 
 
By the time it took for the Japanese to reach the Wau area, after trekking over the mountains, the 
Australian defenders had been greatly reinforced  by air. 
 
On the 28th January 1943, the Japanese ordered an all-out attack on the 2/6th Inf Bn. Capt. Sherlock, the 
CO of “A” Company, was forced from their position and retreated to a nearby spur.  
They repelled attacks with mortar and machine gun fire and efforts to infiltrate their position were 
defeated by a vigorous bayonet assault, led by Capt Sherlock himself. He was killed the next day trying to 
break through the Japanese lines. 
 
On the 29th, 57 plane loads arrived and brought most of the 2/7th Inf Bn and the remainder of the 2/5th 
Independent Company and between the 31st Jan and the 1st Feb, airlifts had brought reinforcements, 
including the 2/3rd Independent Company, which now saw KANGA Force with 3,000 men. 
 
On the 4th February, the Japanese commander realised he was threatened with encirclement and ordered 
a withdrawal back to the Lae-Salamaua area. Wau was never captured. 
 
Kanga Force lost 30 Officers and 319 OR’s (the Japanese lost about 1,200 men).  
Kanga Force was later disbanded and became part of the Australian 3rd Division in 1943.  
 
After this battle the Japanese tried attacking by air but were greatly repelled by American and Australian 
airplanes. 
 

 

GOOD-BYE, NEW GUINEA 
(Dedicated to all the me who served in New Guinea and with 

kind thanks to Author, Bert Beros, for some edits) 

Australia, we are coming, we will be leaving soon, 
so we’ll say good-bye, New Guinea, before we 
make our bow.  
We see the tangled mountains, raising finger-
points to God, 
Jungle hides the rough-hewn stairs our weary 
feet have trod. 

We leave behind our comrades, with their names 
upon the cross, they are resting in your keeping 
and we know you’ll guard our loss; they are lying in 
the jungle, where the ground is seldom trod, and In 
the warm wet coast-lands, beneath the Kunai sod. 
We leave you now, New Guinea, with a friendship 
fast and right, may the hand-clasp ever strengthen 
of the comrades brown and white; in Australia's 
hour of peril we found your men were true. Good-
bye, good-bye, New Guinea, may the great God 
prosper you.  
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THE GIFT  
My shift was nearly over, I’d soon be on my way 
The eastern sky would herald in, another Mother’s Day 
I tuned into a talkback show, as the dawn did slowly creep 
The switchboard seemed to be jam packed, with women 
who could not sleep. 
 
The subject seemed to focus on, strange gifts they had 
received, 
and some of these weird presents, just couldn’t be 
believed. 
Lawn mowers and spanner sets, might be the choice of 
some, 
but I find them inappropriate for that special mum. 
  
When it comes to showing gratitude, you may pay out 
great amounts 
But when it’s all said and done, it’s the thought that really 
counts 
For the smallest token from one’s heart, made with loving 
care 
Is often the true reflection, of the love that you both share  
 
Then her voice came on the airwaves, free of others gripes 
With a soft and gentle accent, from the land of Stars and 
Stripes 
I listened on intently, to the story that she weaved 
As she told us of a special gift, that she had once received 
  
A little pair of ear rings, shaped like two butterflies 
The simple proof of her son’s love, brought tears to this 
mother’s eyes 
He’d left the price tag on them and she felt a little sad 
As she realised her five year old, had spent every cent he 
had  
She wore them every Mother’s Day and you could always 
tell 
When her son was in the limelight, she wore them then as 
well 
She wore them when he went to war and shed such bitter 
tears 
When she got that dreaded call that every parent fears 
  
Like his mates who went before him, he went with no 
regret 
Cut down in Afghanistan, by a foe he’d never met 
Though the world was at his feet, the day that he was born 
When it comes to politics a soldier is just a pawn  
 
In a flag draped casket, he came home from the fray 
And she buried him at Arlington, where her nation’s 
heroes lay 
She sat there broken hearted, feeling so bereft 
Her memories and his butterflies, were all that she had left 
  
Those tiny pair of ear rings are now worth more than gold 
And this grown man was moved to tears by the story that 
she’d told 
I drove home quietly thinking, with a heart that seemed like 
lead 
Silently reflecting on every word she’d said  
When I arrived I gazed upon the photos on the wall 
Of my children in their uniforms, standing proud and tall 
And I prayed to God in heaven, “Please grant me this one 
goal” 
“That I may never have to pay this grieving mother’s toll” 
By Tomas ‘Paddy’ Hamilton 
18 May 2021 

THE CHOKO VINE 
I had not long left the service and had so much time on hand 

I tried to set up a vegie patch, on my little piece of land 

It was not an easy venture, with heatwaves, frost and rain 

So much sweat and trouble, for such little gain  

The wife likes making pickles, jams, preserves and relish 

Spare fruit, she bottles up and chutneys, hot and hellish 

 

But there is one thing that I can grow and it suits me fine 

Cause it rarely ends in failure, when you plant a choko vine.  

They fed the nation through depression and in time of war 

They served them up as canned pears, I’ll give you the score 

For they sustained the country, through good times and the bad 

To the many hungry, it was the only sustenance they had. 

 

Just dig a hole and pop them in. but there’s one you should know 

Don’t plant too many at one time, or you’ll reap just what you 

sow. 

They’ll spread just like a virus, covering everything in sight, 

If you leave them unattended, you’re bound to get a fright.  

We decided to take a holiday, but our relaxing break was marred 

When we returned the flaming things, had taken over the back-

yard 

The minister for war confronted me, with an attitude of doom 

Saying “That bloody plant of yours, has invaded the spare 

room!”.  

 

You go outside to cut it back and for some unknown reason 

You always seem to trip over, the rake you lost last season 

Just a simple footstep, made with undue care 

Next thing that you know, you’re flying  through the air.  

They had sprung up everywhere and to tell the truth it begs 

It was like a horror movie, the feckin things had legs 

The wife tried to console me, saying. “There’s one thing you 

should know 

If you want to save our marriage, the choko’s have to go”.  

It took all my strength to pull it out, but my attempts were all in 

vain 

For as soon as I thought it had gone, it grew right back again 

I tried every type of poison, it was such a hard slog 

I even brewed up a potion, that would kill a brown dog.  

Then Jock gave me a bottle, saying. “Only use a wee dram 

I think it is the same shite, they sprayed in Vietnam” 

The missus wasn’t talking and really had a spat 

Saying. “The only thing that you have killed, is next door’s Per-

sian cat” 

  

The army came to my rescue, saying “There’s a role that you 

can fill 

We are looking for a small jungle patch, your backyard fits the 

bill” 

We’ll pay you well for your help, in letting your chokos grow 

And think of all the time you’ll have, now you don’t have to mow 

  

Now everyone is happy, the way it all turned out 

Multiple solutions, from a single sprout 

And there is one thing I know and boast without fear 

If one single vine remains, it will all grow back next year. 
  
By Tomas ‘Paddy’ Hamilton 
30 May 2021 
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HAPPY SPRING BIRTHDAY TO OUR FOLLOWING MEMBERS 

SEPTEMBER 

Dr. Suresh BADAMI OAM 

Dr. Robert BAILEY 

Richard BOURKE 

John CLEGG 

David CZERKIES OAM CStJ 

David EMANUEL 

Frances FOOKES 

Glenda GARDE 

Gordon GRANT 

Kym HENDERSON 

Norma HUTTON 

Natalie ILIOPOULOS 

Bruce INMAN 

Sarah JONES 

Dr. Frank LANG OAM 

Geoffrey LINDSAY 

Prof. John OVERTON AM 

Peter PETHER 

Susan SALVI 

Robert STEWART 

Paul TERAWSKJ 

Don WALKER 

Darren WATERSON 

John WEAVER 

Jenny WEIR 

David WILLIAMS 

Jim ZORBAS 

OCTOBER 

Edna CANNON 

Greg CANT 

Joseph CRUMLIN OAM 

Phyl FITZSIMMONS 

John GORRELL 

Margaret GORRELL 

Joanne HOVELING 

Ann JACKSON 

Brian JESSOP 

Rayda NOBLE 

Robert PINK OAM 

Frank RITCHIE 

Dr. James ROCHE OAM 

Joel RONCEVICH 

Dr. David THOMPSON 

Dr. Richard THORNTON 

Irene TROY 

NOVEMBER 

Peter DALGLEISH 

Glenn EAST 

Brittany EVANS 

Felicity EVANS 

MAJGEN Warren GLENNY AO 

Barry GRIEVES 

Betty HAMILTON 

Ruth HEDLEY 

Rodney HOGAN 

Sandy HUNT-SHARMAN 

Bob KENYON 

Gordon MILLS 

Dr. Bill MOLLOY 

Judith STRACHAN 

John VASSAROTTI 

Dr. Phillip YUILE 

AIR TRANSPORT AUXILIARY (ATA) 
(Edited and grateful to author, Jacky Hyams and member Noel Christensen) 

When WW 2 broke out in September 1939 the UK government set 
up the ATA to initially fly light planes around the country to 
deliver mail, dispatches, medical supplies etc but in a matter of 
weeks it started assisting the RAF with ferrying aircraft and 
stores to frontline squadrons. 
The ATA eventually employed over 4,000 workers, many of them 
women, which freed more men to fight in the war. 
Among many of the women were pilots. In time, the female pilots 
grew to 168 (out of a total of 1,245 ‘ferry’ pilots and engineers). 
Initially, eight female pilots ferried open-cockpit training planes 
(De Haviland Tiger Moths) in harsh, wintry conditions from a 
muddy base in Hatfield up to Scotland.  
Within a few years, this group of courageous female pilots would 
be at the controls of fighter planes and four-engine bombers. 

The ATA flew 415,000 hours and delivered more than 309,000 aircraft of 147 types which included 
Spitfires, Hawker Hurricanes, Mosquitoes, Mustangs, Lancasters, Halifaxes, Fairey Swordfish, Fairey 
Barracudas and Fortresses.  
As non-operational delivery flights the aircraft guns were not loaded, but after an encounter with  German 
fighter planes in UK airspace, the mid upper gun turrets of Avro Anson transports were armed. 
From 1943 the female pilots were paid the same money as the male counterparts.  
175 pilots, men and women, were killed flying for the ATA. 
At the closing ceremony of the ATA in September 1945, Lord Beaverbrook, the Minister of Aircraft 
production said…”Without the ATA the days and nights of the Battle of Britain would have been 
conducted under conditions quite different from the actual events. They carried out the delivery of 
aircraft from the factories to the RAF, thus relieving countless numbers of RAF pilots for duty in the 
battle. Just as the Battle of Britain is the accomplishment and achievement of the RAF, likewise it can be 
declared that the ATA sustained and supported them in the battle. They were soldiers fighting in the 
struggle just as competently as if they had been engaged on the battlefront.” 
Volunteers came from Britain, Canada, Australia, NZ, South Africa, US, The Netherlands and Poland. 
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ITEMS OF INTEREST 
(1) Books, Magazines Etc  (With kind thanks from our Government, Army Newspaper, Wikipedia and members. Friends)

(i) CONTACT N’letter No 12, 15, 151————————————————————————-(Courtesy, Paul Fookes) 

(ii) Tobruk House News (Aug)——————————————————————(Courtesy, Graham Gibson-President) 
(iii) NSW State Archives-”Now and Then” (Jul, Aug)————–—-—————————--—(Courtesy, Barry Perigo) 

———————————— 
(2) NAIDOC WEEK: 
NAIDOC (National Aborigines and Islanders Day Committee) is commemorated for a full week every July. 
 
Before 1920, Aboriginal rights groups boycotted Australia Day (26th January) in protest against the 
treatment of indigenous Australians. 
The broader Australian public were largely ignorant of the boycotts. Several organisations emerged in the 
late 1920’s and 30’s such as the AAPA (Australian Aborigines Progressive Association) & AAL (Australian 
Aborigines League). 
Mr William Cooper (Founder of AAL) sent a Petition to King George V, in 1935, asking for special 
Aborigine electorates in Federal Parliament. The Australian Government believed the Petition fell outside 
its constitutional responsibilities and the Petition was never sent to King George V. 
On Australia Day 1938 protesters marched in Sydney followed by a congress attended by over 1,000 
people. It was the supposedly the first civil rights gathering in the world and it was known as “The Day Of 
Mourning”. 
 
A pamphlet was produced titled “Aborigines claim citizens rights”. It described he conditions for 
Aboriginal people in Australia from their own perspective. The pamphlet read:- 
 
“The 26th January is not a day of rejoicing for Australia’s Aborigines—it is a day of mourning. This 
festival of 150 years of so called ‘progress’ in Australia commemorates also 150 years of misery and 
degradation imposed upon the original native inhabitants by the white invaders of their country. We, 
representatives of the Aborigines, now ask you, the reader of this appeal to pause in the midst of your 
sesqui-century rejoicings to ask yourself honestly whether your conscious is clear in regard to the 
treatment of the Australian blacks by the Australian whites during the period of 150 year history which 
you celebrate. You are the new Australians but we are the old Australians who have lived in this land for 
many thousands of years. You came here recently, and you took our land away from us, by force. You 
have almost exterminated our people, but there are enough of us remaining to expose the humbug of your 
claim as white Australians, to be a civilised, progressive, kindly and humane nature.” 
 
The Australian Constitution was ‘drafted’ between 1891 and 1898 and referendums were held around 
Australia which voted in favour of the “The Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Act 1900”. It was 
given Royal Assent in July 1900 and came into force on the 1st January 1901.  
Only two parts referred to the first people of Australia—Section 51 (xxvi) gave the Commonwealth powers 
to make laws with respect to “people of any race other than the Aborigine race in any state”, for whom it 
was deemed necessary to make special laws; and Section 27 provided that “in reckoning the number of 
people in the Commonwealth, or of a State or other part of the Commonwealth, Aborigine natives shall not 
be counted. 
This meant that Aborigine and Torres Strait Islander people weren’t recognised as part of the Australian 
Constitution. 
The Torres Strait Islands are a part of Queensland. There are 133 Islands but only 38 are inhabited. 28,000 
live on mainland Australia and about 4,500 on the islands. 
 
A referendum in 1967 voted overwhelmingly to amend Section 51 (xxvi). It was a symbolic turning point in 
that while it gave parliament the power to make laws for indigenous people it did not guarantee equality. It 
also deleted Section 27.  
The question asked:- “Do you approve the proposed law for the alteration of the Constitution entitled—
”An Act to alter the Constitution so as to omit certain words relating to the People of the Aboriginal Race 
in any State and so that Aboriginals are to be counted in reckoning the population”. 
A resounding YES vote was recorded in every State. (At this time Territorians were not allowed to vote on 
Referendums—this occurred in the 1977 Referendum.) 
There have been 44 Referendums held but only eight have succeeded. The most recent successful was in 
1977 in which voters approved that electors in the Territories be allowed to vote on referendums. 
In 1984 Aborigine and Torres Strait Islanders gained full equality under the Commonwealth Electoral 
Amendment Act 1983 to make enrolling to vote at Federal Elections compulsory for indigenous 
Australians. 

——————————————— 
(3) Covid-19 & the Delta Strain: 
Covid-19 is still with us but the new variant-the Delta strain--is far more infectious. 
 
It was originally discovered in India in December last year (2020) and spread rapidly through India and 
then to Great Britain. In March this year it has been detected in the US. 
 Delta is a very contagious disease and is now spreading quickly…. (Cont. on next page) 
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(Cont from previous page) 

Yale Medicine has listed five things regarding the Delta variant:- 
1.Delta is more contagious than the other virus strains.  
The World Health Organisation said…”In a completely unmitigated environment, where no one is 
vaccinated or wearing masks, it is estimated that the average person infected with Covid-19 will infect 2.5 
people. In the same environment, Delta would spread from one person to maybe 3.5 or 4 other people”.  
2. Unvaccinated people are at risk. 
People who have not been fully vaccinated against Covid-19 are most at risk. Delta seems to be impacting 
younger age groups. 
3. Delta could lead to “hyperlocal outbreaks”. 
The biggest problem is transmissibility—how many people will get the variant and how fast will it spread. It 
could depend on where you live and how many are vaccinated. It has been called “patchwork vaccination” 
where pockets are highly vaccinated whilst adjacent locations have only had 20% vaccination. This allows 
the infection to hop, skip and jump from one poorly vaccinated area to another. 
So instead of a three or four year pandemic that peters out once enough people are vaccinated, if too many 
people are infected at once in a particular area the local health care system will become overwhelmed and 
more people will die. This is a huge worry. 
4. There is still more to learn about Delta. 
Delta Plus: is a sub variant of Delta, it has an additional mutation to what the Delta variant has. It has been 
named K417N and affects the spike protein that the virus needs to infect cells. 
5. Vaccination is the best protection against Delta. 
The doctors say the most important thing you can do to protect yourself from Delta I to get fully 
vaccinated. This means getting a two dose vaccine. 
 
The various vaccines available, or becoming available, are:- 
PFIZER-bioNtech is suitable for 12 years and older. Two shots required 21 days apart, Side Effects include 
chills, headache, pain, tiredness and/or redness and swelling at the injection site and usually resolved after 
a day or two. It has a 95% Efficacy. 
MODERNA suitable for 18 years and older. Two shots 28 days apart. Side Effects are similar to PFIZER. It 
has 94.1% Efficacy. 
JOHNSON & JOHNSON for 18 years and older. One shot followed by two months apart. Side Effects 
include fatigue, fever headaches, injection site pain or myalgia which resolves in a day or two. It has 72% 
overall Efficacy (and 86% against severe cases in the US). 
OXFORD-ASTRAZENICA for 18 years and older. Two doses four to twelve weeks apart. Side Effects include 
tenderness, pain, warmth, redness, itchy, swelling or bruising at injection site which is generally resolved 
in a day or two. It has 76% Efficacy after 15 days or more after receiving the two doses and 100% against 
severe disease. 
NOVAVAX is still conducting clinical trials. Suitable for 18 years to 84. Will require two doses three weeks 
apart. 90 % Effective but more data is needed to determine the effectiveness against the Delta variant. 

——————————————- 
(4) AFGHANISTAN—AUSTRALIA’S LONGEST WAR” --2001-2021 
In mid morning of September 11, 2001, parts of the US were attacked by Al Qaeda terrorists. It was well-
planned with the terrorists hi-jacking four commercial airliners.  
 
One of the airliners was crashed into the north World Trade Centre, in lower Manhattan, and about 15 
minutes later a second airliner was crashed into the south World Trade Centre. Both buildings collapsed 
with huge loss of life and injuries. A third airliner was crashed into the Pentagon building (HQ of the 
American military) in Arlington County, Virginia. The fourth airliner was being flown in the direction of 
Washington DC but the passengers on board stormed the cockpit causing the airliner to crash in a field 
near Shanksville, Pennsylvania. All 40 people on board perished. 
It remains the most deadly terrorist attack in human history and single deadliest incident for firefighters 
(340 were killed) and  law enforcement officers (72 were killed), in the history of the United States. 
 
This was the catalyst which put into motion the start of the war in Afghanistan. The US President, George 
W Bush ordered the invasion of Afghanistan, code-named “Operation Enduring Freedom” on the 7th 
October 2001 after the Taliban refused to hand over the Al Qaeda leader, Osama bin Laden. 
The invasion was joined by the United kingdom and later with other NATO allies. 
 
Australia’s first contingent of Special Forces departed from Perth on the 22nd October 2001 in support of 
the US-led International Coalition Against Terrorism. The last contingent to depart from Afghanistan will be 
by September 2021. 
 
39,000 Australian ADF members served in Afghanistan during “Operation Slipper” and “Operation 
Highroad” with 1,500 being the peak involvement. 41 Australians were killed and 249 wounded. 
 
Some question whether it was worth it—well there has not been another terrorist attack in the last 20 years 
and in Afghanistan, over 200 schools were built as well as coalition forces training the Afghan National 
Army to try and maintain peace throughout all the provinces…..(Cont on next page) 



18  

(Cont from previous page) 

This is all starting to now unravel as we see the Taliban reclaiming much of country by force. The latest 
figures show that the Taliban have 75,000 fighters! Who knows what the future of Afghanistan will be? 
Even as I write this piece in late August, the Taliban have captured Kabul, the capital of Afghanistan! The 
President of Afghanistan, Ashraf Ghani,  fled from Afghanistan on August 15. 
 
Since the invasion of Afghanistan in 2001, US and coalition forces have assisted in training 
approximately 300,000 Afghans for their National Army. Apparently, now, this all seems it was a complete 
waste of time and resources.  
 
The US President, Joe Biden, said…”We have paid a trillion dollars to train and equip the ANA and given 
the Afghans every tool but the will to fight for their own future. The Afghan military gave up, sometimes 
without trying to fight. American forces could not and should not be fighting in a war and dying in a war 
that Afghan forces are not willing to fight for themselves. The attitude of Afghanistan’s political leaders 
has been deplorable. The political leaders of Afghanistan were unable to come together for the good of 
their people, unable to negotiate for the future of their country when the chips were down. President 
Ghani ignored my advice for greater unity among leaders and pursue a diplomatic solution. Our mission 
in Afghanistan was never supposed to be nation-building, it was to prevent further terrorist attacks on US 
soil.” 
 
The future of Afghanistan, under Taliban rule, is unfolding daily. 

————————————— 
(5) “MOTHER OF MILLIONS” WEED:  (With thanks to my friend and neighbour, Leon Fitzgerald) 

This highly toxic weed kills pets and livestock and is spreading quickly. It is in some coastal areas and 
on the north west slopes and plains and across the central west of NSW. 
 

It was imported from Madagascar as an ornamental pot 
plant but quickly spread into bushland and farms around 
the state. 
 
The senior biosecurity officer at Castlereagh Macquarie 
County Council, Mr. Andy Fletcher, said is was a major 
and established weed and he fears some people are not 
aware of the risks. Even now this weed is being sold on 
eBay and other places because it is pretty and hardy and 
easy to grow.  
He said the plants can re-establish from any one of the 
tiny plantlets on its stalky stems and seeds are able to lie 
dormant in the soil. He said if you have that clean-up in 

the garden, dump it over the fence or they don’t make it to the tip—then off it goes—there’s another 
infestation. He said there are serious penalties and fines. It should not be bought, sold, grown, carried or 
released. 
 
Dr Jillian Kelly, the district vet for local land services, has blamed the weed for a case of cattle deaths 
near Gilgandra, north of Dubbo. She said the poisoned cattle may look like they have a bellyache or pass 
bloody manure. They don’t look sick for very long and ultimately the toxins stop their heart. Sometimes 
people just find them dead, they don’t see any clinical signs and it is quite a rapid end. 

————————————— 
(6) ANTARCTICA’S ICE SHELVES: (With kind thanks to neighbour-Leon Fitzgerald) 
Antarctica is the world’s driest, coldest and windiest continent. Changes to the region can impact the 
whole of earth’s climate and ocean system. Research is showing that some of Antarctica's ice shelves 
are melting faster. 
It has been detected mainly in west Antarctica where ice shelves are exposed to warm southern ocean 
waters. Scientists have discovered that warm water is reaching east Antarctica and causing the ice 
shelves to melt. 
In 2012, scientists used tags on seals and tracked their movements and have captured over 5,300 
readings and since 2004 over 500,000 vertical profiles of temperature and salinity have been collected by 
MEOP (Marine Mammals Exploring the Oceans Pole to Pole) . Data collected enabled researchers to detail 
oceanographic observations of the continental shelf in Vincennes Bay, East Antarctica, where Casey 
Station is located (one of three  Australian stations). Warm southern ocean waters floods Vincennes Bay. 
In 2014 Australia commissioned the vessel “Investigator” which was designed to charter the waters of 
Antarctica. It is capable of sailing 10,000 nautical miles and managing the wild weather conditions of the 
Antarctic, it is also capable housing up to 40 scientists and supporting staff, together with scientific 
equipment and laboratories. Australia has the 3rd largest “Exclusive Economic Zone” (8.2 million sq klms off 

Australia and 2 million sq klms of its Antarctic territory). USA and France are larger.  
 

# Two things to remember in Life: “Take care of your thoughts when you are alone”, and “Take care of 
 your words when you are with people”. 
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(Cont. on next page 
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(Cont. from previous page) 
 

because they knew too much about them……..(Cont. on next page) 
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(Cont. from previous page) 

This POW document was sent to me from our member (and fellow officer) Cliff Smith. It was a document 
which was probably sent to a number of units because of our involvement in the Vietnam war. 3 Coy 
RAASC was one which received this type of document.  
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Final Part 6 (Ken Price WW 1 Diary) from 7th October 1916 to 30th December 1916 

 

(Carry over to next page) 
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(Cont. from previous page) 

(Cont. on next page) 
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(Cont. on next page) 

(Cont. from previous page) 
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 (Cont. from previous page) 

If you have served in the Australian armed forces or Reservists or have served with an Allied 
countries military force, at home or overseas.Then now is the time to become involved with 
the RSL.  All serving and ex-serving Defence Force personnel are deemed to be veterans. 
The RSL is the predominant veteran organisation in Australia that offers SUPPORT to veterans 
and their families. More members are needed to continue our history of the best-known veteran 
organisation in Australia. It is now time to ensure the continuance of the RSL’s Founding 
Principles and to continue to provide Services, to Support the needs of Veterans and their 
families.  Do you know of any serving or ex-serving ADF member, ADF Reservists, or those who 
served in Allied Forces who could join an RSL sub-Branch? 

This advertisement is placed in good faith from the FAR WEST METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 We can always be contacted on Facebook: RSL NSW or rslfwmdc email: far-western-metrodc@rsl.org.au 

We kindly thank our member, John Price, for allowing us to re-print his dad’s WW 1 diaries. John told me 
that although his dad only recorded up to the 30th December 1916, his dad told him that a chance 
conversation/encounter led to him to transfer to the Pay Corps when it was made known that he was the 
chief dispatch clerk at Nestles` prior to the war.  
Ken was responsible for paying the men and it was not unusual to be holding, on some occasions, up to 
60,000 pounds in cash. The cash would be stashed in hessian bags and ‘they’ would sleep on them!! 
He was never armed on Pay Parades, although his dad told him that a revolver was available but he  
never noticed if any bullets were in it! 
John’s dad said the English officers always bore side-arms on their Pay Day.  
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LATE SUBSCRIBERS 
A gentle ‘reminder’ to our members who pay yearly ($15). We very much rely on your subs to keep our 
magazine in circulation.  
When you read this and if you are not sure if you have paid your $15 would you kindly phone or email me 
and I will let you know if you are ’up to date’ with your subs. With our kind thanks, Alan Curry (0427824646, 
(02) 4982.2189 or email:- curry36@bigpond.net.au  

2021 FUND-RAISER 
We are continuing with our $1 Raffle sales with half the money raised staying with our Association and 

the other half being offered as prizes at our Annual ‘Mixed’ Luncheon, held on the last Saturday in 

November.  

The only money we obtain is mainly from you, our very generous members. Some comes from our paid 

Ads.  

Do you know an organisation who would be willing to place an Ad in our magazine? We are very thankful 

to any organisation who place their Ad. with us.  

ALL MONIES received are acknowledged in every magazine with our sincere thanks. 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO JOIN OUR ASSOCIATION? 
Did you serve in 5 Field Ambulance? Do you have friend in our Association and would like to become one 

of us? Cut out and fill in the last page and tell me your story, and post or email it to me! 

We look forward to signing up the remainder of our 5 CSSB Health Company (which once was 5 Fd Amb). 

Please contact Alan (0427824646) for your Application Form (see last page) 
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ACTIVITY SHEET 
(Please advise your choice/s. Any item ordered includes postage) 

Please find enclosed my Subs for 2021 ($15) (covers from January to December) or LIFE 

MEMBERSHIP ($100) or Donation (See my details below). 

I will be attending our yearly reunion Luncheon at Club Parramatta on Saturday 27th 

November from Noon ‘till 3pm. I will be accompanied by my wife/partner/friends  ______ 

RSVP by 24/11/21 to Alan (0427.82.4646) 

I would like to pay for ____$1 Raffle Ticket/s in our Yearly Fund-Raiser for 2021 

Please post me 5 Field Ambulance Assn “BUMPER STICKERS” ($5 for 1, $6 for 2, $7 for 3 ) 

Please send me____”Special Edition” 2015 Centenary Calendar/s @ $7 each. 

Please order me a Centenary “POLO” Shirt (with pocket) @ $70 each. SIZE_______. 

Please order me____copies of the DVD of our 50th AND/OR 100th Anniversary Parade @ 

$20 ea. (The 50th also includes a brief history of the 2/5th Australian Field Ambulance) 

Please send me____ RAAMC Centenary “Coin and Token” set/s @ $30 each. 

Please send me a RAAMC coat/jacket Lapel Pin for $15. 

Please send me a RAAMC Red Cross Arm-Band @ $10 each. (3 left) 

Please send me a 5 Field Ambulance RAAMC KEY RING ($15). (With my membership number on it, if 

possible.) 

Please ORDER me a NAME BADGE ($20) 

Please ORDER me a BERET (XL/Large/Medium/Small)  ($40),*BERET BADGE ($25),*COLLAR  

BADGE ($10), *CORPS TIE ($50) ---please indicate size of Beret & whether Badges/Ties are to be 

RAAMC, RACT or RAEME. 

(Please make any Cheques/Money Orders etc payable to:- “5 Field Ambulance Association” and post to 

either:- Alan Curry OAM (Hon Sec) 35/1a Gordon Cl., ANNA BAY NSW 2316 OR Ann Jackson (Hon Treas.), 

64 Morris St, ST MARYS NSW 2760—All acknowledgements will be in our next issue. 

Our EFT details are: BSB: 637000, Account Number: 717253825, Account Name: 5th Field Ambulance 

Association, BANK: Greater. (Please Identify your name) 

COMMENTS/ORDERS ETC: FROM:_________________________________ 

CONTACT No:_____________________MONEY ENCLOSED $_____________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Our committee welcomes your application. You may have read some of our quarterly  
magazines or perhaps visited our web site. You may have had a relative, or friend, who 
served with 5 Field Ambulance.  Since the late 1990’s  the Army decided to  
re-classify 5 Field Ambulance from a ‘stand alone’ Reserve unit as a  Health  
Company within 5 Combat Service Support Battalion and stationed at Holsworthy (NSW) 
 
It matters not whether you have served, or are still serving, you will be made most 
welcome. We respectfully ask that you write and tell us a little of your life so we can 
formally introduce you to our members.. Thank you for reading this. 
 

“ SEMPER PARATUS “ 

5 FIELD AMBULANCE RAAMC ASSOCIATION 
Est 1982 

CO-Patrons: COL Ray Hyslop OAM RFD and LTCOL Derek Cannon RFD 

President: MAJ David SZERKIES OAM CStJ 

WEB SITE: www.raamc.org.au 

A proud member of the RAAMC & HSC Association Inc. 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
Preferred Title: 

Mr./ Mrs./ M/s. Dr. Etc. (Please Indicate)  ———————-   Date of Birth: ————————— 
 

FAMILY NAME:   ———————————-         (Wife/Partner Christian Name) ________________ 
 

FIRST NAME:————————————-                               OTHER NAME/S: ——————————-  
 

Military/Civilian Awards (if any)________________________________________ 

 

Service/PMkeyS Number (if applicable)______________________ 

 

ADDRESS: NUMBER:  ________ 

STREET NAME:________________________________ 

SUBURB/TOWN/CITY etc __________________________________ 

POST CODE:___________  STATE_________ 

Contact Details:  Telephone (H) ___________________ (W) __________________ 

FAX: __________________ Mobile: _____________________________________ 

EMAIL ADDRESS (If applicable): __________________________________ 

 

I hereby apply to join 5 Field Ambulance RAAMC Association as (Please mark “X” in the appropriate box 
below) 

 

A FULL MEMBER (served/serving in the A.D.F. or Allied Forces) 

AN ASSOCIATE MEMBER (never served in the A.D.F. --Australian Defence Forces) 

ADF CADET ($5) 

Annual Subscription ($15) is due on the 1
st

 January each year. (Reminders will be included in each 

“ACTIVITY SHEET”) --LIFE MEMBERSHIP is $100.  

Cheques/Money Orders should be made out to “5 FIELD AMBULANCE ASSOCIATION” and forwarded to 
either — Alan Curry OAM  (Hon Sect) 35/1a Gordon Cl., ANNA BAY. N.S.W 2316 OR Ann Jackson (Hon 
Treasurer), 64 Morris St., ST MARYS NSW 2760. EFT Details: BSB: 637000, A/C Number: 717253825, A/C 
Name: 5

th
 Field Ambulance Association, Bank: Greater Building Society.  (Please identify yourself). All 

acknowledgements will be in next Newsletter. 

(SIGNATURE) ___________________________(DATE) ________________ 

http://www.raamc.org.au

