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HON SECRETARY:  Alan Curry OAM—35/1a Gordon Close, Anna Bay NSW 2316 
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COMMITTEE: WO 1 Warren Barnes OAM Mobile: 0409 909 439 
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DISCLAIMER: 

Opinions expressed in our quarterly newsletters are not necessarily those of our Patrons, Executive or 
Committee. We welcome any input as long as it is not offensive or abusive but if any member has a 
problem with a printed article we would like to be informed in order that the author may be contacted. We 
do encourage your opinion. 

ADVERTISEMENTS: Any enquiries for advertisements in our magazine, please contact Alan Curry or 

any committee member (details are listed above) We are not a Charity, we are a ‘Not-For-Profit’, 

community-based organisation and we are unincorporated, and have been since 1982. 
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A “Special” notice to all the current (and past) serving members of the Health Company of 5 CSSB/5 Field 

Ambulance who are not members of our Association. We would like you to join us and tell us about 

yourselves. This invitation is also extended to the very committed 206 ACU members. (see A/Form last page) 

If you have served in the Australian armed forces or Reservists or have served 
with an Allied country’s military force, at home or overseas. Then now is the time 
to become involved with the RSL.  All serving and ex-serving Defence Force 
personnel are deemed to be veterans. 
The RSL is the predominant veteran organisation in Australia that offers 
SUPPORT to veterans and their families. More members are needed to continue 
our history of the best-known veteran organisation in Australia. It is now time to 
ensure the continuance of the RSL’s Founding Principles and to continue to 

provide Services, to Support the needs of Veterans and their families.  Do you know of any 
serving or ex-serving ADF member, ADF Reservists, or those who served in Allied Forces who 
could join an RSL sub-Branch? (This is a gratefully received PAID Advertisement from the WMDC) 
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LIFE MEMBERS 
(Please contact me if I have omitted your name or if any corrections are needed) 

Mr. Samuel ALEXANDER 
WO 11 Michael ALI OAM 
# Mrs Pamela AROPIO 
COL Suresh BADAMI OAM RFD 
# Mr. Adam BAILEY 
Dr. Robert BAILEY 
Mr. Trevor BARNES RFD 
WO 1 Warren BARNES OAM 
Mr. Alan BECKERLEG 
Mr. Fred BELL 
Mr. Robert ('Scotty') BOYD 
# Mr. Greg BROWN 
Dr. Harding BURNS OAM 
Mr. Bob BUTLER 
LTCOL Derek CANNON RFD 
# Mrs Edna CANNON 
Mr. Greg CANT 
# Mrs. Felicity CAREY (nee Evans) 
WO1 Michael CARLSON (Ret'd) 
CMDR James CHAPMAN (Ret'd) 
Mr. John CHARTER 
Mr. Noel CHRISTENSEN RFD 
Mr. John CLEGG 
Mr. David COOPER OAM 
Mrs Elizabeth (Betty) CROSSLEY (nee Jordan) 

# Mr. Joseph CRUMLIN OAM 
Mr. Gordon CURTIS 
Mr. Alan CURRY OAM 
Mr. Greg CURRY 
Mr. John CURRY 
Mr. Patrick CURRY 
# Mr. Stephen CURRY 
MAJ David CZERKIES OAM CStJ 
MAJ Peter DALGLEISH RFD 
WO 11 Theo DECHAUFEPIE OAM 
Mr. George DONNELLY 
Dr. Ken DOUST OAM 
# Mr Brian  DOYLE 
Mr. Stuart DOYLE 
LTCOL Andrew ELLIS OAM 
# Mr. Josh EVANS 
# Mrs. Julie EVANS 
# Mr. Tony EVANS 
MAJ Madeline EVES RFD 
Mr. Phillip FAGUE 
Mr. Laurie FARRUGIA JP 
Mr. Brett FERRARI 
# Mrs. Adrienne FOLEY 
Mr. Ron FOLEY 
Mrs. Frances FOOKES  

(nee Henderson) 
LTCOL Paul FOOKES 
Mr. Richard FORD 
MAJ John GALLAGHER 
Mr. Joe GATTY 
CAPT John GORRELL RFD (Ret'd) 
# Mrs. Margaret GORRELL 
Victoria GORRIE 
WO 1 Gordon GRANT MiD (Ret'd) 
Mr. Barry (Bob) GRIEVES 
# Mrs. Betty HAMILTON 
Mr. Tomas  HAMILTON 
Mr. John HEAD 
CAPT Ken HELSBY 
MAJ Eileen HENDERSON OAM RFD  
 (nee Anderson) 
LTCOL Kym HENDERSON RFD 
Mr. Rodney HOGAN 
MAJ James HOOLAN Jr. USMC (Ret'd) 
# M/s Joanne HOVELING 
Mr. Edward HUNG 
LTCOL Sandy HUNT-SHARMAN RFD (Ret'd) 
Mr. Kevin HURRELL 
COL Ray HYSLOP OAM RFD 
CAPT Jim ILIOPOULOS 
CAPT Natalie ILIOPOULOS  

(nee Polydoropoulos) 
Mr. Terry IRVINE OAM 
Mrs. Ann JACKSON (nee Williams) 
# Mr. Don JARMAN 
 Mr. Ernest JOHNSON 
# Mr. Patrick JONES 
 

Mr. Richard JONES 
# M/s Sarah JONES 
# Mrs. Sue JONES 
LTCOL Stuart JONES 
MAJ Robert (Bob) KENYON 
Mr. Doug KERSEY 
Mr. Colin KLINE 
LTCOL Edward KREMER OAM 
# Mr. Anthony LAING 
# Mrs. Brittany LAING (nee Evans) 
COL Frank LANG OAM RFD ED 
LT Igor LEMECH 
# Mr. Bryan LINDSAY 
# Mr. Geoffrey LINDSAY 
# Mrs. Maureen LIWNGSTON 
MAJ Kathleen LOADSMAN 
Mr. Robert LOVE 
Mr. Edwin LOWERY 
Mr. Alen LUCIC 
Mr. Nick MARSHALL 
Dr. Helena MARTIN 
Mr. Gordon MILLS 
Mr. Paul MISTO 
COL Bill MOLLOY RFD ED 
Mr. Michael MORONEY 
# Mr. Charles MURRAY 
Mr. John McCARTHY 
Mr. Hugh McCARTY 
# Dr. Philip McGRATH 
# Mrs. Trish McGRATH 
LTCOL John McKEOWN RFD (Ret'd) 
CAPT Tom McLANDERS (Ret'd) 
Mr. Ken McNUFF 
# M/s Marion NEWMAN 
CAPT Richard NG 
# Mrs. Rayda NOBLE (nee Prain) 
MAJ John O'BRIEN (Ret'd) 
# Mr. Peter O'GRADY 
Mr. Barry O'KEEFE 
WO 1 E. (Bill) O'KEEFE (Ret'd) 
Mr. Chris O’REILLY 
COL John OVERTON AM RFD 
WO 2 Steve PARIS (Ret'd) 
MAJGEN John PEARN AO RFD CStJ 
Mr. Barry PERIGO 
# Mrs. Heather PERIGO 
Mr. Peter PETHER 
LTCOL David PHILLIPS RFD 
Mrs. Karen PHILLIPS (nee Stead) 
WO 1 Ken PHILLIPS OAM 
Mr. Bob PINK OAM 
# Mrs Barbara  PORTER 
Mr. John PRICE 
Dr. F.G. (Geoff.) PRIOR 

+Mr. Thomas (Tom) PRITCHARD 
COL Robert (Bob) REID ED (Ret'd) 
CAPT James ROCHE OAM 
Mr. Michael ROWLEY 
Mr. Bill RYLANDS 
Mrs. Cathy SALMON 
CAPT Susan SALVI 
MAJ Rod SEARLE (Ret'd) 
Mr. Paul SHERGOLD 
Mr. Robert SHILLINGSWORTH 
Mr. George SIP 
Mr. Ross SMITH 
CAPT Stephen STEIGRAD (Ret'd) 
Mr. Robert STEWART 
# M/s Judith STRACHAN 
Mr. Chris STRODE 
Mr Colin  STRONG 
Mr. Teddy SUGPATAN 
Mr. Peter SULLIVAN 
# Mrs. Debra TAYLOR 
# Mr. Trevor TAYLOR 
Mr. Bill THOMPSON 
Dr. Peter TRALAGGAN 
Mr. Ian TUCKER 
Dr. Michael TYQUIN 
Mrs. Ruth VAUDIN (nee Corbet) 
CPL Rhyse VAUGHN 

Mrs. Kate VERCOE (nee 
Rose) 

Mr. Matthew VERCOE 
Mr. Don WALKER 
# Mr. Kim WARNOCK 
# Mr. David WASSON 
# Mr. Lindsay WASSON 
LTCOL Darren WATERSON 
Mr. John WEAVER 
Mr. Ronald WEBB 
Mr. lan WHITE 
MAJ Bruce WHITTET 

(Ret'd) 
CAPT Don WIKNER ED JP 
# Mr. David WILKINSON 
COL Warwick WILKINSON 

AO RFD ED 
MAJ Alex WILLIAMS 
Mr. David WILLIAMS 
Mr. John WILSON 
# Mrs Margaret  WOODHEAD 
Dr. Phillip YUILE 
Mr. Jim ZORBAS 

+ 2/5th Australian Field Ambulance 
# Associate Member 

THE NSW GR&T 
World War 1 was said to be 
“The war to end all wars”! 
Many areas, townships 
and organisations saw 
their menfolk volunteer to 
fight in support of Mother 
England. The NSW 
Government Railways and 
Tramways would have to 
rank as one of the largest 
organisations in Australia 
when 8,477 employees 
enlisted. 1,219 died. 
As early as March 1916, 
after the Gallipoli 
campaign, an Honour 
Board was made which 
contained TEN names but 
some anomalies were 
found in spelling etc. 
Throughout the war many 
Honour Boards were 
constructed showing the 
names of those who lost 
their life at Gallipoli and on 
the western front. The 
’Boards’ also recorded 
their branch within the 
NSWGR&T whether it was 
Loco, Per Way, Traffic, 
Signals, Tram, 
Construction, Mechanical, 
Stores, Chief Accountant, 
Electrical, Draftsman. It is 
also to be remembered 
that some NSWGR&T 
employees also served 
with the AN & MEF 
(Australian Naval and 
Military Expeditionary 
Force). The Honour Boards 
were attached to the walls 
in the great concourse at 
Central Station (Sydney) 
until removed about 1958 
and stored for safe 
keeping. (Thank you Graham) 
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EULOGY FOR OLIVE DODD  
Olive joined us after her loving husband, Gordon, passed away in 
April 2015. 
I reported in our last quarterly magazine (Christmas Newsletter 
SUMMER Issue 2021) that Olive also, sadly passed away in 
October 2021. 
I asked the family if they had a Eulogy for their mum. The below 
words are gratefully re-produced from Olive’s daughters, Ruth 
and Barbara, on behalf of all family members. 

Today we want to pay tribute to a wonderful woman, someone who was possibly overshadowed in her 
role of wife and mother by her outgoing husband Gordon, but who was actually the backbone of our 
family. 

 I refer to our mother Winifred Ollie Christmas Gray, known simply as Olive. She was a descendent of the 
Grays of Northern Ireland who immigrated in the 1800s and settled largely around the Illawarra area as 
dairy farmers.   

Mum was born in Sydney on 25/12/1922 and grew up at Lewisham and Summer Hill. She had an older 
brother and sister but they had left home by the time she was eight. She grew up resilient. As a young 
woman, mum was a devoted member of Saint Andrews Anglican church at Summer Hill, both in the choir 
and the youth fellowship. Her best friend June told us once “You always knew where Olive was – in the 
centre of a group surrounded by laughing friends and admirers!” 

She met Gordon at the youth fellowship in the early 1940s but didn’t start ‘stepping out’ with him until 
WW11 ended. Gordon had quite a job of wearing her down to eventually agree to become engaged in 
1946 and they married in 1947. Gordon tried to volunteer to join the Australian Army in 1938 but his 
mother was very upset because she’d lost three brothers in WW1.  

Later he joined the 5th Field Ambulance, reformed as a Militia Force, receiving medical training. Around 
1940, Gordon terminated his service, and as the Royal Australian Air Force was still recruiting, he applied 
to join the medical division of the RAAF. As he was colourblind, he had limited options. He was sent to 
Darwin in 1941 as a Medical Orderly, eventually moving to Daly Waters where the pub had been turned 
into a hospital after the Japanese bombed Darwin. He was there for almost a year, working seven days a 
week. He later spent time in New Guinea. Gordon didn’t start walking in the Anzac Day marches until 
much later in life. Mum always supported him in this and went with him to some 5th Field Ambulance 
events, the group he chose to identify with. 

Gordon died in 2015, after 67 years of marriage, but mum stayed in touch with that group and regularly 
attended events, including the Commemoration of the Battle for Australia every September, at the Martin 
Place cenotaph. 

After their marriage, money was much tighter, with dad and mum being able to buy some land through 
war service land grants to ex-servicemen. They bought a double block of land at Jannali and proceeded 
to clear the land themselves and build a house, moving in in 1956 when their third daughter was born.  

Mum raised five children and even took in a foster child- as well as caring for her own father and her 
mother-in-law at various times. 

Mum had a beautiful singing voice- a much sought after Contralto and often sang solo items, including in 
the Sutherland Shire Choral Society’s Messiah.  

The first family car was a Kombi Volkswagen and dad taught mum to drive. Not an easy task as she was 
pregnant with her fourth child and you had to double clutch to change gears! To make it even more 
dramatic, dad’s practice route was down the Woronora curves! 

Mum had an amazing amount of patience. She stayed up late many times assisting her children with 
homework, helping prepare for final exams. She was good at English -particularly grammar and was very 
articulate. She enrolled in a writing course at about 92 as she wanted to write her life story. She was a 
keen letter writer with beautiful handwriting. 

When her children lived overseas, she wrote faithfully every week. I lived in Japan for three years and she 
regularly wrote letters to me, which I’ve recently enjoyed re-reading. Mum has left a big hole in the lives 
of her immediate family, in her church family, the Gideons, Probus and Sutherland Legacy group.  

Mum and dad were foundation members of St Clements Anglican Church at Jannali. She loved her social 
activities and I think this kept Alzheimer’s at bay. 

She died at Sutherland Hospital on 23rd of October 2021 after a short illness with her 4 children by her 
side. Mum was just 2 months short of her 99th birthday. 

By Ruth Dodd and Barbara Potton (Dodd) 
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SICK PARADE 

Bob BUTLER, Derek CANNON, Mick CARLSON (0438.596.154), John CATER, Betty 
CROSSLEY, John DAVIES, George DONNELLY, Richard FORD, Gordon GRANT, 
Tomas HAMILTON, Ruth HEDLEY, Joanne HOVELING, Ray HYSLOP OAM, (Wallarah 

Point Care Community, 153 Main Rd, Toukley-(02)4397.6387), Vic INESON, Brian INMAN, Terry 
IRVINE OAM, Colin KLINE, Robert LOVE, Geoff LINDSAY, Bill MOLLOY, John 
McCARTHY, Hugh (Macka) McCARTY, Rayda NOBLE, Peter O’GRADY, Eugene 
(‘Bill’) O’Keefe, Mike O’KEEFFE,  Chris O’REILLY, Barry & Heather PERIGO, Karen 
PHILLIPS (nee Stead), Bob PINK OAM, Bob REID, (0411.623.700), Paul SHERGOLD, 
Robert SHILLINGSWORTH, Cliff SMITH (02.9524.9531), Ken SMITH, Ross SMITH (Kokoda 

6, ANZAC Village, Colooli Rd, Narrabeen  0410.486.821), Judith STRACHAN, Colin STRONG, 
Margaret TANNER, Irene TROY, John VASSAROTTI (Alkira Gardens, 2 Animbo St, Miranda  

02,8578.1685),  John WILSON (0404.418.071), Warwick WILKINSON (Arcare Warriewood, 23 Warriewood Rd, NSW 2102, 

02.9483.6400, Margaret WOODHEAD and Jim ZORBAS. 

Dear Members, 
 
I hope everyone is safe and well since my last report. Today shackles of COVID  
restrictions are not as stringent as the last report. Though, there are a few involving  
travel on public transport and so forth, however being able to move around without a  
mask is a blessing on everyone’s mind. Breathing through a mask I’m sure was a pain.  
 
Now that we have gotten through the worst of COVID the heavens have opened up with this constant 
rain. And, I feel for the communities who have been affected by this. With my St John hat, I have also 
played a role in deploying St John members to the Northern Rivers to help with the Lismore community 
and the flood situation there.  I hope our members are well and dry where you are.  
 
We can’t take a trick, first the drought, then the bushfires, then COVID pandemic, then the mouse plague 
and now the floods. What a way to commence 2022. However, our community are made of resilience and 
we get on with the task at hand. I note that our ADF are being deployed to support the community and the 
natural disaster at hand.   
 
This year for the first time RAAMC Association has managed to get a meeting in two years. The meeting 
was robust with a number of points raised. Alan represented our Association and provided our report. 
Good report that included what the Association has organised for this year’s ANZAC Day March in 
Sydney. From the information I have received from the RSL, there will be no change to the form up 
location and step off.  
Meeting location will be O’Connell Street with step off to start point at 10.45 am. Unfortunately, we will be 
required to march up Hunter Street to the start point. I look forward to seeing as many of you this year 
when we march as one contingent showing our colours. 
 
I have officially been presented with my OAM, with an Investiture held in February. It was a wonderful day 
with the Governor recognising me from my previous investiture when I received my Commander of the 
Order of St John. During our conversation, it was like old friends catching up. 
 
May I also take this opportunity to those who are not well and recovering, that we are thinking of you. I 
hope your recovery is progressing well and in the right direction. And that every day is always a positive 
one. 
Good health and stay safe everyone.  
 
David Czerkies OAM, CStJ  

How children perceive their Grandparents? 

# A grandmother was telling her little granddaughter what her own childhood was like. "We used to skate 
outside on a pond. I had a swing made from a tyre; it hung from a tree in our front yard. We rode our pony. 
We picked wild raspberries in the woods." 
The little girl was wide-eyed, taking this all in. At last she said, "I sure wish I'd gotten to know you sooner!"  
 
# When my grandson asked me how old I was, I teasingly replied, "I'm not sure." "Look in your underwear,  
Grandpa," he advised. "Mine says I'm 4 to 6."  
 
# My Grandparents are funny. When they bend over, you hear gas leaks, and they blame their dog.  
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Message from the Secretary  

 

KIND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
(Please advise us if your payment has not been acknowledged) 

SMITHFIELD RSL Sub Branch (EFT $250) for an “ad’ in our next four issues. 
John CATER (EFT $65) for Subs to 2026 ($60) and 5 X $1 Yearly 2022 Raffle tickets ($5) 
Ruth HEDLEY (Cash) $15) for Subs. 
Brian INMAN (Cheque $50) for Subs ($30) and Donation $20. 
Bruce INMAN (Subs paid by his brother, Brian) 
Rayda NOBLE (EFT $40) for Donation. 
Dr. Jim ROCHE OAM (Cash $20) for Donation. 
Margaret TANNER (Cheque $65) for Subs ($15) and 50 X $1 yearly raffle ($50)  
Thomas VELLA (Cash $15) for Subs. 

A very happy and safe 2022 is wished for all our members and friends. As we all know we  
are still experiencing the dreadful effects of the pandemic and the new variant, Omicron.  
 
I was somewhat relieved to hear the NSW Government Health authorities, in mid February,  have 
 ‘relaxed’ the visitation rules regarding our loved ones who are critically ill. We need to be able to visit our 
loved ones as often as possible, whether they are in Aged Care, Nursing Home or hospital WHILST they 
are still alive! They desperately need our love and support and visits, as often as possible.  
If any of our members are in this terrible situation now, we are thinking of you. Do not despair and do not 
give up. 
 
I think I speak for all our members, as we watch the untold misery of our fellow citizens which is 
unfolding constantly on our TV’s and radios, of the devastating floods that are wreaking havoc and 
misery, mainly in Queensland and NSW, during February and March. Our prayers and good wishes are 
with them as they battle the most deadly floods ever recorded in some parts of our eastern seaboard.  
 
To say “thank you” to our emergency personnel—Police, ADF personnel, medical, SES, the thousands of 
volunteers and clean-up workers, seems hardly adequate to express our sincere feelings and good 
wishes. Some of our members are still volunteering in many flooded areas as I write. 
On a happier note, Ruth and I celebrated our 65th Wedding Anniversary on the 8th February with a quiet 
dinner at our home, prepared by our daughter, (and carer) Julie. We received many beautiful cards and 
congratulatory messages from our family and many friends. We are blessed with our health and state of 
mind and we are blessed with all the people in our lives. 
 
I am still hopeful that we have a member willing to ‘take over the reins’ of our wonderful Association to 
keep us informed and keep us united. 
 
Ruth, Julie and I took the opportunity in late February/early March to travel north to stay with our son, 
Gregory, and his wife, Niki, in their caravan at Kingscliffe (NSW). We did not know what was in front of us! 
Julie drove our car up north (with all our gear in it) as she was staying with friends near Tweed Heads and 
Ruth and I flew up to the Gold Coast the next day. Julie picked us up from the airport and drove us to 
Kingscliffe to meet up with Greg and Niki.  
We only managed one good night in the ‘van because on the second night the really bad weather had hit 
and it destroyed their tent and forced them to flee to the van park’s community kitchen for the night. Their 
intention was to give us their double bed in the ‘van whilst we were with them! 
We vacated the van park and drove to Coolangatta where we stayed in the Twin Towns “Mantra” Resort 
for four nights. We decided to drive back home in early March but only got as far as Tweed Heads on the 
M1 Motorway. The police were directing all southbound traffic back north because the motorway was 
blocked by floodwaters. 
 
We had the most harrowing trip back north, trying to negotiate the many flooded local suburban streets 
before arriving back at Mermaid Beach and booking in to a motel.  
The rain was constant and we decided to try, after two days at Mermaid Beach, to drive back south via the 
New England Highway.  
This proved a good decision as we basically had a dream run from the time we left Mermaid Beach until 
arriving back at Anna Bay in Port Stephens. We just managed to miss all the coming flooding rains that 
were to hit the Hunter and Newcastle areas. 
 
We (Ruth, Julie and I) received the very sad news that our very dear and close friend, Jean Gilliard, 
passed away suddenly in the late afternoon of the 15th March. Our families have been close friends since 
1958 when we built and were neighbours in Ryde. We are all in shock and she is sadly missed. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all on ANZAC Day. (See details further on) 
I was so relieved that I did not have any member to place in our “VALE” section. 
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Poem-”SUNSET ON AN EMPIRE”  
(Kind thanks to author and member, Tomas Hamilton) 

                         

Everything was surreal, the calm before the storm with G&T at Raffles and playing bridge till dawn 
They swept across south- east Asia, like some rampant beast. Down to Fortress Singapore, the guardian of the 
east 
The Air Force rose to meet them and faced certain defeat, For it’s hard to win a “dog fight”, with aircraft ten years 
obsolete 
 
They thought the Repulse and Prince of Wales, would stop them in their tracks but warships without air power, 
were certain to face the axe 
 
In terms of outright slaughter, it was the empire’s darkest day. The wounded dragged from their beds and slain 
where they lay. 
Even ship-wrecked nurses, found compassion out of reach. Marched into the surf and gunned down on Radji 
Beach 
  
Seasoned commanders, had never seen the likes. The pride of the empire, defeated by a foe on bikes. 
General Percival surrendered, before the battle had reached its peak. What was thought impregnable, was lost in 
just over a week 
 
No one knew the terror, the captured troops would face. For four hundred years they were the superior race. 
The prisoners were all marched off full of remorse and regret. For the British Empire, the sun began to set 

He was just a lad when his luck ran out and he 
fell in mortal sleep 
While a world away a mother’s prayer begged 
God his soul to keep 
His spirit was heavy with his woe as he 
journeyed from this life 
For at his final judgement he knew he’d be in 
strife 
 
The good Lord opened up a book that held the 
soldiers name 
And all his sins were listed there so he hung 
his head in shame 
 
“You were christened David Anthony and no 
matter how hard I search 
It seems that was the only time you’d ever 
been to church” 
  
God read out the Ten Commandments the 
digger knew what was at stake 
For the ones hadn’t not broken he’d given a 
good shake 
But there was one law he had obeyed in the 
army he’d been taught 
To always keep the eleventh one and that was 
‘don’t get caught’ 

But caught you were my wayward one by He 
who watches all 
For I see each child take its first breath and 
every sparrow fall 
“Well that’s it then’ the soldier sighed ‘I’m 
heading down below’ 
But God smiled and said “At ease young 
man there’s something you should 
Know” 
  
I saw the tears in your padre’s eyes when he 
blessed your bloodstained husk 
And your soul marched to eternity as the 
bugle mourned at dusk 
Your brave deed to save a mate was the 
greatest sacrifice 
So he could return to his wife and kids you 
paid the highest price 
  
I had a son who walked the earth and died to 
save mankind 
So to give your life for a fellow man is the 
purest love you’ll find 
Now walk on through these pearly gates and 
raise your head with pride 
For all your friends who’ve gone before you’ll 
find them all inside 

Poem— “THE FINAL JUDGEMENT” (With kind thanks to author, Tomas Hamilton) 

An ‘updated’ Report from 1/5 Health will be forthcoming in a later Issue. Our Association 
expresses its sincere gratitude for all the hard work and assistance that has been 
performed by this unit and many other units of our ADF during the flood crisis on our 
eastern seaboard—and it is ongoing as I write. THANK YOU, ONE AND ALL. 
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HAPPY AUTUMN BIRTHDAY TO OUR FOLLOWING MEMBERS 

MARCH 

Tony ARMSTRONG 
Trevor BARNES 
Warren BARNES OAM 
John CATER 
Dr. Ken DOUST OAM 
Julie EVANS 
Ron FOLEY 
Kevin HURRELL 
Paul MISTO 
Charles MURRAY 
Ken McNUFF 
John O'BRIEN 
Peter O'GRADY 
MAJGEN John PEARN AO 
Dr. Ian PFENNIGWERTH 
Dr. Bob REID 
Debra TAYLOR 
Lindsay WASSON 
Alex WILLIAMS 

APRIL 

Scotty BOYD 
David COOPER OAM 
Joshua EVANS 
Richard FORD 
Ray GREENFIELD 
James HOOLAN Jr. 
Vic INESON 
Stuart JONES 
Igor LEMECH 
Greg LEWIS-PHILLIPS 
Karen PHILLIPS 
Mitch PICKETT 
John PRICE 
Glenn SISSON 
David WASSON 
Bill RYLANDS 
Natalie SWAN 
Barbara SEPHTON 
Ian TUCKER 
Dr. Michael TYQUIN 
Thomas VELLA 
Kimberley WARNOCK 

MAY 

Alan BECKERLEG 

John CHARTER 

Pat CURRY 

Gordon CURTIS 

Theo DECHAUFEPIE OAM 

Madeline EVES 
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I knew Ernie for many years, until 
he passed away 
He related to me this story, late 
one ANZAC Day 
It’s written in the first person, so 
you can easily see  
It’s exactly the way it was, when 
he shared this yarn with me 
The year was 1943, our squadron 
flew from Driffield 
In spite of all our losses, no one 
would never yield 
Our trusty steed, the Halifax, was 
as solid as a brick 
The kite you could rely on, when 
the flack was thick 
In the air at sunset, then out 
across the North Sea 
We knew of all the dangers, but I 
prayed it would not be me 
The throbbing of the Hercules, 
they haven’t missed a beat 
With the pressure the “erks” are 
under, that’s no easy feat 
The call comes through the 
intercom. “Enemy coast ahead!” 
But we are all so busy, we have no 
time to dread 
A Roman Candle falls to earth, 
leaving us in little doubt 
In spite of all our hopes and 
prayers, the poor souls did not get 
out. 

The Rhine looms up before us, 
now the ‘fun’ begins 
Flack and blinding searchlights, 
a pair of lethal twins 
The bomb aimer calls 
corrections, the pathfinders 
have done their job 
Flying through that maelstrom, 
we have to weave and bob 
The cry goes up. “Bombs 
gone!”, now it’s “Home Sweet 
Home” 
No time for complacency, this is 
where night fighters roam 
Bacon and eggs for breakfast, 
hardly a delight 
Little compensation, for the 
ones we lost tonight 
We’d hidden a bucket of beer, 
certain to hit the spot 
But the Pathfinders beat us 
home and scoffed the bloody 
lot. 
They denied all knowledge, of 
this dastardly deed 
They said it was the gremlins, 
who had the greater need 
Personal kit to be packed away, 
letters to next of kin 
No matter how often it’s done, 
compassion never wears thin 
The bar does not provide, the 
solace that you seek 

Deep down inside, we all know, we 
will be doing it again next week 
In spite of all the dangers, there’s 
one thing I knew for sure 
When I had my thirty ops up, I’d 
put in for another tour 
The only demon that I’d feared, till 
I took my last breath 
Lack of moral fibre is a fate far 
worse than death 
Bomber Command’s “jack of all 
trades”, fulfilling every role 
Flying in all weather, when the 
night was black as coal 
Towing gliders over Arnhem, 
dropping spies behind the lines 
A variety of payloads, from troops 
to shipping mines 
I know that in the air force, 
everyone has their own story 
The “Halibag” always plodded on. 
While the Lanc took all the glory 
Some tasks were unpopular but 
you did not dare to shirk 
For remember that in Bomber 
Command it was just another night 
at work. 

The poem below,  
“I KNEW ERNIE” is gratefully 
acknowledged  on behalf of 
the author, and our member, 
Tomas “Paddy” Hamilton. 
Sept 2021 

# No matter how big a hammer you use, you cannot pound common sense into stupid 
people. 

Sign over a Gynecologist’s office 
 
“Dr Jones, at your cervix”. 
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CPL Frederick Prentice MM 
This story was uncovered when Frederick was found dead from a heart attack in November 1957. He died 
in Katherine in the Northern Territory. He was found slumped by his campfire. 
From scant information obtained, at the time, by NT police, from an acquaintance of Frederick, who 
thought that Frederick was half Maori and he may have served in the war 
 
A letter was written on the 22 November 1957 to Army Base Records, from the A/Superintendent of NT 
Police, J.W.Stokes, asking if they had any information on a Frederick Prentice who may have served in 
the army. 
A reply was received stating no records were held for a Frederick Prentice but there were records for a 
WW 1 soldier, Frederick Prentice, Army Number 2597 which may fit the description of the person you are 
enquiring about! It showed a Next of Kin as his sister, Mrs Isabella Jane Kell, Wallaroo Post Office, South 
Australia. 
 
Frederick Prentice was a mystery no longer.  
 
Frederick Prentice was born at Powers Creek, NT on the 18

th
 January 1894. His mother was an 

unidentified Jingili woman from the Elliott/Newcastle Waters areas in NT and his father was Alfred Leslie 
Prentice, from Victoria. He worked as a drover, station manager and mail contractor. 
 
It seems Alfred placed his baby son Frederick into the care of Walter James Kell and his wife, Isabella 
Jane Kell, who, at the time, were managing Powers Creek Telegraph Station. 
The Kell family returned to Adelaide in 1905 with their two ‘adopted’ children. The children were educated 
at Kyre College. 
From all accounts Frederick was quite an athlete and excelled at cricket, football and running. He also 
won a music award.  
After leaving school, Frederick took up work as a station hand at Manunda Station in SA. 
 
Frederick enlisted in WW 1 at Keswick, SA on the 7

th
 May 1915, he was just over 21 years of age. He was 

almost six feet tall and weighed almost 12 stone. His chest measurement was 38 inches. He gave his NOK 
as a sister, Mrs. Isabella Jane Kell. 
The Australian government at the time did not accept non-Europeans so Frederick wrote he was a natural 
born British subject.  
 
Frederick was placed in the 10

th  
Inf Bn Reinforcements for the 12

th
 Inf Battalion. 

 
His unit embarked from Adelaide on the 26

th
 August 1915 aboard the HMAT Morea. On arrival in France 

and training up to the end of 1915, Frederick was hospitalised with an illness for almost two months. 
When he was fit for duty, on the 13

th
 March 1916, he was transferred to the 1

st
 Pioneers of the 12

th
 Bn .  

He was promoted to Corporal but shortly after asked to be relieved of this rank. He was made a L/Cpl. 
 
An action he was involved in at Mouquet Farm in August 1916 saw him earn the Military Medal.  
He was presented this prestigious award by General Birdwood on the 19

th
 April 1917, at Fricourt, France. 

The Award was signed by King George V and read…”At Pozieres, France, on the 19
th

 July 1916, L/Cpl 
Frederick Prentice showed great courage, reserve and ability to bring machine guns and ammunition 
through the enemy barrage in the dark and across broken ground. He was one of Corporal William’s party 
and assisted this NCO in every way”. 
 
Frederick registered and posted his Military Medal to his ‘sister’ in June 1917. It was placed on the ship 

“SS Mongolia” which, unfortunately and unknown to Frederick, was sunk by enemy action. 

Frederick was one of the few remaining members of his unit to board the ship “SS City of Poona” to be 

repatriated back to Australia when the war was ended. He was discharged as Corporal on the 5
th

 July 

1919.  

When he found out his Military Medal was “lost”, he wrote to the authorities and supplied all the relevant 

details to re-claim his Military Medal. The authorities readily agreed to replace his Award and duly posted 

it to him at Manunda Station on the 18
th

 October 1919. 

Now back in Australia Frederick did not return to mainstream life. He drifted around Australia chasing 
work at the goldfields in the 1930’s before returning to his mother’s ancestral area near Katherine in the 
NT. 

Sadly, at the beginning of this story, we can picture a lonely man who was found dead beside his 
campfire. He was buried in an unmarked grave in Katherine.  

His Military Medal was ‘found’ in Kalgoorlie in 2016. It is now in the Australian War memorial. 

 (Cont. on next page) 
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Since 2013, two elders, Ellen Gough and Juanita Kruger, had campaigned continually to have Frederick’s 
name honoured and his grave restored, and now DVA have funded the restoration. 

A moving ceremony, attended by about 50 people including an Army Guard of Honour, were present in 

late September 2021 to witness Frederick’s new Plaque and Head-Stone erected in the Katherine Memorial 

Cemetery in the NT. 

CPL Frederick Prentice MM, was also awarded the Victory Medal, the 1914/15 Star and the British War 

Medal. LEST WE FORGET 

RAAMC & HSCA ASSOCIATION 
The NSW Branch held a long overdue meeting (caused by the disruptions of the pandemic) in early 
February at the Merrylands RSL Club. 
All members of the RAAMC Association would have received Stu’ Jones’s ‘Minutes’ of this meeting if he 
has your email address on record. 
 
One of the interesting items spoken about at the meeting was the 1 Aust Field Hospital autobiography 
book. It is beautifully presented in its own hard jacket and weighs over 2kgs, it contains 280 pages and 
hundreds of high quality photos. The entire book is encased in a burgundy ‘sleeve’ and embossed with 
the “Vampire Fighting Bat”. It also contains the names of all who served in 1 Aust Fd Hosp.  
 
The cost of this beautiful ‘keepsake’ is $100 (plus postage) to any member of our Association AND any 
member of the RAAMC & HSCA Association (if you not already a member of the RAAMC Assn, please join 
at no cost—it is FREE to join.  
For any further info on this book please contact Greg Cant (0420.875.575) or myself (Alan Curry 
0427824646) 
 

ANZAC DAY MARCH (Sydney) 
Unless there is a change by the NSW State Government with regards to  health concerns, we will follow 
our past procedure (in 2019) by meeting in O’Connell Street (near Hunter Street) from about 10am. 
 
It is now certain that the tradition of marching past our Cenotaph and onto George Street will now only be 
a memory. It seems that since the government has re-installed tram lines along George Street it is not 
practicable (nor safe?) for the march to ever again go down George Street. What an inglorious way to end 
this time-honoured tradition. Nothing stays the same and this change certainly is hard to come to grips 
with! 
 
Whilst our ranks are thinning and getting older, I am ever hopeful that our younger generation, who are 
part of 1/5 Health Coy, will fill in an Application Form and join us and take up the mantle and keep our 
tradition alive (and yes-I am still looking for a Secretary—are you interested??) 
 
We have sent a letter to MAJ Sarah Winter, OC of 1/5 Health to express our sincere good wishes for a 
successful tenure with her posting and also requesting volunteers to march, in uniform, and also carry 
the Banners of the RAAMC Association and hopefully 1 and 5 Fd Ambulance Associations. It is also 
hoped that they may be able to join us after the march at the Sanctuary Hotel. 
The MARCH  details are:- 
 
FORM UP: O’Connell Street (near Hunter Street). 
TIME: 9.30am 
DRESS: (Men) Lounge Suit, Corps Tie, Name Badge, Beret and Medals. (Ladies) as appropriate. 
REUNION AT THE SANCTUARY HOTEL: Cnr of Liverpool and Sussex Streets, Sydney. (Lunch etc at own 
expense). 
 

PRE-ANZAC DAY CEREMONY AT CONCORD (Sydney) 
 
The Kokoda Track Memorial Walkway Committee have sent us an invitation to attend their Ceremony. 
It is to be held at the Kokoda Track Memorial Walkway on Sunday 24th April at 10.30am. Free parking is 
available in Lovedale Paddock, on Killoola Street, Concord. 
 
Please let me know if you are able to attend (Alan-0427824646), for catering purposes, by the 18th April. 
 
DRESS is the same as above for ANZAC Day. 
 
# If you want your dreams to come true...you mustn't oversleep! 
 
# One thing you can give and still keep...is your word. 
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ITEMS OF INTEREST 
(1) Books, Magazines Etc  (With kind thanks from our Government, Army Newspaper, Wikipedia and members.  

(i) The National Serviceman Newsletter (Dec ‘21 ———–———————–———————-(courtesy, Denis Moran) 

(ii) FRONTLINE (Journal  of 1st /19 and 2nd/19 Dec ‘21, Mar 2022) ——–——————————————(courtesy, Bob Pink OAM) 

(iii) REVEILLE (Journal of RSL NSW-Dec ‘21, Mar ‘22)——–—————-——————————————(courtesy, Alan Curry OAM) 

(iv) 2/3 AHS Centaur Assn Inc. Newsletter (Vov. ‘21)——————————————-————-(courtesy, Jan Thomas OAM) 

(v) Tobruk House News (Feb, Apr.)————————————————————————-(courtesy, Graham Gibson-President) 

———————————— 

(2) HMAS PERTH—WAR GRAVE? 

The ship was built for the Royal Navy in 1930 and commissioned as HMS Amphion in 1936. She served 
several years as the flagship of the Commander-in-Chief, Africa, before being transferred to the Royal 
Australian Navy in 1939 and re-named HMAS Perth. She originally had a compliment of 35 officers and 611 
ratings.  
The wreck was discovered in 1967 and reasonably intact and lying on her side. In late 2013 divers found 
she was being stripped by unauthorised Indonesian marine salvagers. Crane-equipped barges had 
stripped most of her super structure, forward turrets and forward decking. Explosives had been used to 
break up the ship for easier recovery. HMAS Perth’s wreck is not protected as a war grave. The stripping 
was not publicly reported until December 2013. 
 
HMAS Perth was sunk after a battle in the Sunda Strait, by at least two torpedoes from Japanese heavy 
destroyers in the early hours of 1st March 1942. Her commander, Capt Waller gave the order to “Abandon 
Ship” when the second torpedo struck. HMAS Perth rolled on her side and sunk with 353 killed. Of the 328 
survivors, 5 died on reaching shore. The rest became POW’s of which 106 died during internment. 218 
survived to be repatriated after the war.  
 
In May 2017, the wreck was surveyed by a team from the Australian National Maritime Museum and the 
Indonesian Ministry of Marine Affairs and the Indonesian National Research Centre for Archaeology 
(ARKENAS). It was found that Perth’s 6” gun turrets, starboard side armour belt and its hull plating and 
the propellers and almost all the propulsion machinery was missing.  
 
ARKENAS has proposed that the site be declared a Situs Cagar Budaya (cultural heritage site) under 
Indonesian Cultural Heritage legislation, while the Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries also intend to 
list the site as a Marine Conservation Zone.  
 
HMAS Perth’s Legacy. Her wartime service was later recognised with the Battle Honours “Atlantic 1940”, 
“Malta Convoys 1941”, “Matapan 1941”, Greece 1941”, Crete 1941”, Mediterranean 1941, “Pacific 1941-
42”, and “Sunda Strait 1942”. 
HMAS Perth Memorial Regatta is held annually by the Nedlands Yacht Club, Perth, in honour of their Capt. 
Waller, her crew and the ship. 
The RAN has a submarine, HMAS Waller named after Capt. Waller.  
The original ship’s bells and the Cold War era destroyer of the same name are displayed at the Perth 
Town Hall.  
HMAS Perth is the only foreign warship commemorated in the grounds of Arlington National Cemetery in 
Arlington, Va.  

————————————————  

(3) RUSSIA & UKRAINE: 

Tensions have been simmering since 2014 owing to the Crimean situation. Then in March and April 2021 , 
there was a Russian build-up of troops near the borders of Ukraine and Crimea. All the free world were 
speculating it was only a matter of time before Russia took aggressive action. 

The tension has been described as just as intense since the “Cold War” which stemmed from the Truman 
Doctrine (US President Truman’s foreign policy of containing the threat of Soviet communism), which was 
the forerunner to the forming of NATO in 1949 and the military alliance which still exits today. 

 

On the 21st February 2022, Russia officially recognised the People’s Republics of Luhansk and Donetsk, 
which border Ukraine but the next day declared the Minsk Agreement (these were a series of International 
Agreements (since 2014) to end the war in the Donbas region of the Ukraine) no longer existed and that 
Ukraine , not Russia, was to blame for their collapse. 

Russia invaded Ukraine on the 24th February 2022. 

This action determined severe International sanctions on Russia which included oil, banking, export, EU 
sanctions and sanctions against Crimea.  
 
Some countries were skeptical of the sanctions because of a ‘backlash’ effect. One global financial 
organisation-SWIFT (Society of Worldwide International Financial Telecommunication)- is a cooperative 
company, under Belgium law, is owned and controlled by its shareholders (financial institutions) which 
are represented by approx. 3,500 firms from across the world. …(Cont. on next page) 
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This is greatly affecting the Russian economy, which was ranked 12th in the world. 
 I understand (since the 5th March) about 55 corporate organisations have severed connections with 
Russia and Russian oligarchy. Oligarchs have had their assets frozen.  
 
Firms like Apple, Amex, BMW, Boeing, Coca-Cola, Exon Mobil, Microsoft, Netflix, Toyota and Warner Bros 
are some of the 55. 
 
There are also 27 EU countries and others outside the EU like the US, Canada, UK, Australia and more 
who have also imposed sanctions. All airspace is closed off to all Russian aircraft in the US. 
On Monday 22 February, the rouble plunged 25% and was worth $US 0.01. Russian interest rates have 
doubled to 20%. 
 
It is estimated that about 4,000,000 people have fled the war zones, with Poland and Moldova accepting a 
large number of these displaced people. 
 
Russia has been suspended from the Council of Europe (formed after WW 2 to protect human rights and 
the rule of law across the continent—it is separate from the EU). Italy said Russian aggression against 
Ukraine constitutes a serious violation of International law. 
 

Surely, there will be a diplomatic solution before this conflict escalates out of control to the unthinkable. 

———————————- 

(4) WHAT ACTION IS THE UN AND NATO TAKING IN REGARD TO UKRAINE? 

The UN Security Council met in early February to discuss the tension between Russia and Ukraine. The 
Russians objected to the meeting which forced the Council’s 15 members to vote on whether to discuss 
Ukraine at all. Russia and China voted NO.  

The US President, Joe Biden said…”We are still a long way from having the world speak out in one 
voice”. 

 

Ukraine asked if Russia has a legitimate role on the Security Council and was it legitimate for Russia to 
‘take over’ the Soviet Union’s seat when the USSR collapsed in 1991? 

 

This is the first time since WW 2 a permanent member of the UN Security Council has employed force to 
appropriate territory of another UN member state! 

In the UN Charter on International law in Article 2 (4) states. The provision in this Rule requires UN member 
states to refrain in their international relations from the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or 
political independence of any state, or in any other manner inconsistent with the purpose of the UN. 

From most accounts it is seen that Russia has violated this Rule. 

Russia has sought to justify its action with the following:- 

1. Russia is acting to stop neo-Nazis and militia from killing civilians and to prevent a genocide of 
Russians in Eastern Ukraine. 

2. Russia is using force and self-defence to protect itself from some unspecified threat emanating 
from Ukraine. 

3. Using force to defend and assist the self-proclaimed ‘breakaway states’ in eastern Ukraine, the 
Donetsk and Luhansk People’s Republics. 

4. President Putin has purportedly threatened “anyone who tries to stand in our way with 
consequences you have never encountered in your history”. 

Some have taken this to mean a nuclear war is possible. 

 

NATO is a defensive alliance of 30 countries from Europe and North America. It exists to defend its 
member countries and their 1.3 billion citizens. It brings together the governments and the armed forces 
of its 30 allies, by providing a security guarantee that an attack on one of them is an attack on all of them. 

(Australia is not a part of NATO but has a comparable agreement with the US). 

 

NATO condemns in the strongest possible terms, Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine. It has called on 
Russia to immediately cease its military assault and to withdraw all its forces from Ukraine. 

(Ukraine is not a member of NATO but it is a NATO Partner country which means it cooperates closely 
with NATO but is not covered by the security guarantee within the Alliance’s founding treaty) 

 

NATO’s action are defensive. Designed not to provoke a conflict but to prevent a conflict. The Alliance 
has a responsibility to ensure that this war does not escalate and spread beyond Ukraine. 

 (Cont on next page) 
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If NATO becomes directly involved in this conflict, it could lead to a full-fledged war in Europe, involving 
many more countries and causing much more human suffering. 

——————————-——— 

(5) NEW BOOK RELEASE ON THE VIETNAM WAR: 

The title of the book is “Crucible—The Australians in Action in Vietnam” and the author is Don Tate (ex 4 
RAR and ex 9 RAR). 

Don said it is a unique and historical book that isn’t about one person, or one unit or one battle, as so 
many other books are. It is a collection of 370 matters from the war—across all three services—taken from 
Unit histories, historical accounts, personal histories and media accounts. It is about the stories behind 
the facts. 

Don commented, for example, where the narratives might simply say “two KIA”, I provide the detail—the 
how they died, what was happening at the time etc etc. 

The book is about the big battles and the small, in which great heroism was recognised—or sometimes 
not. It is about the tragedies, the misadventure, the contentions and so on. 

The cost of the book is $30 and may be purchased by Direct Debit at warvet69@yahoo.com  

(Don also wrote about another of his books—”The 2nd D & E Platoon” ( D & E stands for Defence and 
Employment) whose actions during the Vietnam war  were ‘covered up’ by various Australian governments 
until he finally brought out the truth.) 

—————————————- 

(6) CENTRAL BANK DIGITAL CURRENCY (CBDC): 

This is a reaction to cryptocurrency, such as Bitcoin. Cryptocurrency is a digitised currency designed to 
work as a medium of exchange through a computer network that is not reliant on any central authority, 
such as a government or a bank. 
CBDC is a high security digital instrument, like paper bank notes, it is a means of payment, a unit of 
account and a store of value. 
Like bank notes, each unit is uniquely identifiable to prevent counterfeiting. 
Digital fiat currency is part of the Base Money Supply (the total amount of money created by the Central 
Bank. This includes the total currency circulating in the public, PLUS the currency that is physically held in 
the vaults of the commercial banks, PLUS the commercial banks’ resources held at the central bank). 
Fiat currency is money that is backed by a physical commodity like gold or silver etc. It is backed by the 
government that issued it. Most modern currencies like the US Dollar, Euro, Pound and Yen are Fiat 
money. 
Proponents of cryptocurrency argue that one day digital currency will take over fiat money because of the 
ability to deliver instantaneous transactions. They argue that if trust is vested in fiat currency with the 
government backing, trust invested in cryptocurrency is in the blockchain technology (a system of 
recording information in a way that makes it difficult or impossible to change, hack or cheat the system. It 
is a digital ledger of transactions that is duplicated and distributed across the entire network of computer 
systems on the Blockchain. No one is in charge of the Blockchain. It is run by the people who use it) 
 
Some background leading to the above was the forming of the International Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development (IBRD) in 1944. It is the lending arm of the World Bank. 
The World Banking Group (WBG consists of five organisations:- the IBRD (189 countries are a member), 
The International Development Association (IDA), The International Finance Corporation (IFC), The 
Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA) and The International Centre for Settlement of 
Investment Disputes (ICSID), started on the 27th December 1946.  
This followed the Bretton Woods Agreement  when 730 delegates from all 44 Allied nations prepared to re-
build the economic system whilst WW 2 was still raging. The delegates deliberated for three weeks in July 
1944 and signed an agreement for setting up a system of rules, institutions and procedures to regulate the 
monetary system. By 1973 the Bretton Woods Agreement was over and the subsequent era has been 
characterised by floating Exchange Rates. 
 
The WBG has two ambitions:- Ending extreme poverty and boosting shared prosperity. 

———————————— 

(7) FRONTIER TIMES ACROSS OUR NATION: (with kind thanks to my neighbour, Leon Fitzgerald) 

Historian, Lyndall Ryan, has documented and mapped about 250 sites across our nation where the 
Australian Aborigine people have been massacred since settlement. The killings have been documented 
up to the 1930’s. Much interest has been shown both internationally and locally. 

There is controversy about the role played in these massacres by the then NSW Governor, Lachlan 
Macquarie (1810-1821). In April 1816, he ordered soldiers to kill or capture any Aborigine people they 
encountered during a military operation aimed at creating a sense of terror. He explicitly instructed his 
soldiers to offer those Aborigine groups encountered, an opportunity to surrender and to “open fire” only 
after meeting resistance. Violent attacks have been detailed of more than 6,000 Aborigine people who were 
 either shot dead, driven over cliffs or poisoned. 
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AMAZING US AIRCRAFT FACTS FROM WW 2:  

(with kind thanks to my friend Robyn Nolan) 

6,600 US Airman died per month. 276,000 aircraft were manufactured in the US. 43,000 planes were lost 
overseas, including 23,000 in combat. 14,000 were lost in the US. 
 
The cost of aircraft, in US dollars, in 1945 was:- B-17 $204,370, B-24 $215,516, B-25 $142,194, B-26 
$192,426, B-29 $605,360, P-38 $97,147, P-40 $44,892, P-47 $85,578, P-51 $51,572, C-47 $88,574, PT-17 
$15,052, AT-6 $22,952. 
 
From Germany’s invasion of Poland on the 1st September 1939 until Japan’s surrender on the 2nd 
September 1945 was 2,433 days.  
The US lost an average of 170 planes a day. A B-17 carried 2,500 gallons of high octane fuel and carried a 
crew of ten. 
 
9.7 billion gallons of gasoline fuel was used. 108 million hours were flown. 460,000 million rounds of 
aircraft ammunition were fired overseas. 7.9 million bombs were dropped overseas. There were 2.3 million 
combat flights. 299,230 aircraft were used. 808,471 aircraft engines were used. 799,972 propellors were 
manufactured. 
 
The most produced combat aircraft were:- Ilyushin IL-2 Sturmovik 36,183, Yakolev Yak-1, -3, -7, -9 31,000, 
Messerschmitt Bf-109 30,480, Fokke-Wulf Fw-190 29,001, Supermarine Spitfire 20,351, Convair B-24/PB4y 
Liberator/Privateer 18,482, North American P-51 Mustang 15,875, Republic P-47 Thunderbolt 15,686, 
Junkers Ju-88 15,000, Hawker Hurricane 14,533, Curtiss P-40 Warhawk 14,533, B-17 Flying Fortress 12,731, 
Vought F4u Corsair 12,571, Gruman F6f Hellcat 12,275, Petlyakov Pe-2 11,400, P-38 Lockheed Lightning 
10,037, Mitsubishi A6m Zero 10,449, B-25 Mitchell Bomber 9,984, Lavochkin La GG-5 9,920, Gruman tbm 
Avenger 9,837, Bell P-39 Airacobra 9,584, De Haviland Mosquito 7,780, Avro Lancaster 7,377, Heinkel He-
111 6,508, Handley-Page Halifax 6,176, Messerschmitt Bf-110 6,150, Nakajima Ki-43 Oscar 5,919, Lavochkin 
La GG-77 5,753, B-29 Superfortress 3,970, Short Stirling 2,383. 
 
The US lost 14,903 pilots, aircrew and support personnel plus 13,873 planes inside the US. 
There were 52,651 aircraft accidents in 45 months in which 6,039 died. There was an average of 1,170 
aircraft accidents per month (nearly 40 a day). 
 
Almost 1,000 planes disappeared en route from the US to foreign climes. 43,581 planes were lost overseas 
including 22,948 on combat missions (18,418 in Europe) and 20,633 due to non-combat causes overseas. 
 
In a single 376 plane raid in August 1943, 60 B-17’s were shot down (this equated to 600 empty bunks in 
England). 
In 1942/43 it was statistically impossible for bomber crews to complete their intended 25 mission tour in 
Europe. 
 
The Pacific theatre losses were far less (4,500 in combat) owing to smaller forces being committed. 
The B-29 mission against Tokyo in May 1945 involved 464 planes being dispatched from the Marianas. 26 
Superfortresses were lost. 
 
Over 40,000 airmen were killed in combat and another 18,000 wounded. Some 12,000 ‘missing’ men were 
declared dead, including those liberated by the Soviets but never returned. More than 41,000 were 
captured. Half of the 5,400 held by the Japanese died in captivity (compared with 1/10th that were captive 
in German hands). 
 
The total combat casualties were 121,867. The US forces peak strength was in 1944 with 2,372,000 (nearly 
twice the previous year). 
 
Production totals were enormous. 
 
From 1941 to 1945 US industry delivered more than 276,000 military aircraft for the US Army, Navy, Marine 
Corps and its allies including Britain, Australia, China and Russia. 
 
Through much of 1944 the German Luftwaffe lost about 25% of aircrews and about 40 planes a month! 
 
The US sent pilots to war with a minimum of training, some entered combat in 1942 with less than an 
hour’s training in their assigned aircraft.  
 
The 357 Fighter Group (The Yoxford boys) were sent to England in late 1943 having only trained on P-39’s, 
then flew Mustangs. They had never seen a Mustang until the first combat mission.  
With the arrival of new aircraft, many units transitioned in combat. When the 4th Fighter Group converted 
from P- 47’s to P-51’s in February 1944, there was no time for orderly transition. ….(Cont. on next page) 
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(Cont. from previous page) 

The Group Commander, Col. Don Blakeslee said…”You can learn to fly the 51’s on the way to the target”. 
 
In WW 2 safety took a back seat to combat. 
 
Bomber wrecks were expensive,  
The B-17’s, B-24’s and B-29’s with 30, 35 and 40 accidents respectively per 100,000 flight hours.  
(in 2008 a $2.1 Billion B-2 crashed and the USAF declared a 2-month ‘Safety pause’!) 
 
The US graduated some 50,000 navigators during WW 2. Many had never flown out of sight of land before 
leaving the US for a war zone, yet they found their way across oceans and continents without getting lost 
or running out of fuel. 
 
At its height, in mid 1944, the USAF had nearly 2.6 million people and nearly 80,000 aircraft of all types.  
(Today, the USAF employs about 327,000 active personnel, plus 170,000 civilians and nearly 5,500 plus 
manned and about 200 unmanned aircraft—that’s about 12% of the manpower and 7%  of the aircraft of 
the WW 2 peak). 
 
AFTERTHOUGHT: 
Another war like that of 1939/45 is doubtful as fighters and bombers have given way to helicopters and 
remote-controlled drones, but one will always remember that men left the earth in 1,000 plane formations 
and fought major battles five miles high—a legacy that remains timeless. 

——————————————— 

With kind thanks for the above. from our member, Theo Dechaufepie OAM 
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I have little trust, in fate or superstition 
If religion is your soap box, it depends on what 
rendition 
I have witnessed the strangest things, as through life’s 
twisted web I wander 
Some things are, as they seem, but others make me 
ponder 
I was but a youth of seventeen, attending my first Dawn 
Service 
They asked me to say the prayer, so I was somewhat 
nervous 
 
I stood proud in my air force blues, spit polished shoes 
and all 
When first light bathed the cenotaph, I felt ten feet tall 
  
The bugle’s loud, but haunting notes, pierced the chilly 
air 
The wreaths were laid upon the steps, with respect and 
utmost care 
The anthem played, I made my salute and returned to 
join the crowd 
While the autumn mist, slowly rose, like a lifting shroud  
Then I heard it, far, far off from the east, 
The sound of aircraft engines, like some struggling 
beast, 
Closer, ever closer, till it was overhead 
I gazed up and saw nothing, just fading stars instead  
But just as swift, it was gone and I know this sounds 
absurd 
I knew from wartime movies, it was a Lancaster I had 
heard 
A voice then whispered in my ear.” I guess you heard it 
too 
It’s “Busters” ghostly bomber, lost with all her crew”  
Buster was my closest mate, we met while still at 
school 
 
Loved dearly by his parents, he was his mother’s jewel 
We looked after each other, of that there’s little doubt 
And both joined the air force, when the war broke out  
We learned to fly at “Quinty”, not far from Wagga town 
In winter it was freezing, in summer, sunburnt brown 
After mastering “Aggie” Anson, we set off in great haste 
To do our advanced training, in Canada’s frozen waste  
 
We ended up at Waddington a Lincolnshire bomber 
base 
Where the beer was warm, the weather cold and 
everything arse about face 

We flew near every second night, thirty ops made a 
tour 
Bombing every city, based along the Ruhr 
 
If we didn’t hit the target, we’d have to go back again 
After three months operations, we were down to half 
our men 
Replacements when they arrived, didn’t seem to be 
afraid 
But we lost far too many, on their first “Big City” raid  
 
Stress and strain took their toll, many had the shakes 
But we carried on regardless, to prove, we still had 
what it takes 
Our flying suits were heated, but we were always cold 
Trapped in between the flak and the night fighters fold 
  
I was well and truly time expired Buster was one trip 
shy 
When they told us we were going home, to teach 
fledglings how to fly 
 
Aircrew learn the hard way, never tempt your fate 
But for poor young Buster, the warning came too late  
He’d fly mission number sixty and roll the devil’s dice 
But for this single act of valour, he would pay the 
highest price 
 
I farewelled him at dispersals and went to catch my 
bus 
That would take me to the troopship, no dramas and 
no fuss  
 
I listened till his engines, faded to a hum 
Remembering his final words “Give my love to mum” 
We’d both catch up in this home town, on next Anzac 
Day 
And remember all the mates who died, in that tragic 
fray 
  
The loss of your closest friend, in war is nothing new 
He disappeared off the Dutch coast, it was just as if he 
knew 
He flies in from eternity, every single year 
Knowing that in his soul, he’ll find me waiting here 
  
By Tomas ‘Paddy’ Hamilton 
26 August 2021 
Based on a true story 

Poem—“BUSTER’S BOMBERS” 
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REG SAUNDERS MBE 
Reg Saunders was born on the 7th August 1920 at the Framlingham Aboriginal Reserve, near the township 
of Purnim (Victoria). He was a member of the Gunditjmara people. Reg came from a family of ancestors 
who served in the military. His father, Chris, was a veteran of WW 1 and had served as a machine gunner 
with the A.I.F. 
 
When his mother died in 1924, from complications during the birth of his baby sister who also did not 
survive, his father moved he and his younger brother, Harry, (who was born in 1922) to Lake Condah in 
Victoria. 
They were mainly raised by their grandmother because their dad took on various labouring jobs. 
 
Reg attended the Mission school at Lake Condah and he did well with math, geometry and languages. 
Their dad had taught them about the bush and encouraged them to read Shakespeare and Australian 
literature. 
 
Reg earned his Merit Certificate and left school at 14 to work in the sawmill. He worked and furthered his 
education until 1937 when he went into business with his father and brother, operating a sawmill in 
Portland (Victoria). Unfortunately, the sawmill was destroyed by fire in 1939. 
 
Reg, together with many of his AFL ’footy’ mates, joined the 2nd A.I.F. on the 24th April 1940. At the time 
the Australian Armed Forces policy was to only accept persons of substantially European origin or 
descent . Reg encountered no barriers to his enlistment and he recalled that his fellow soldiers were not 
“colour conscious” and that during his training in northern Queensland, his white mates would sit 
alongside him in the Aboriginal section of the movie theatre. 
 
Reg had natural leadership qualities because within six weeks he was promoted to Lance Corporal and 
after three months he was made Sergeant. 
Reg was allotted to the 2/7th Bn, which, at the time, was serving overseas in North Africa. 
 
When Reg arrived in North Africa to join his unit he had to revert back to Private. 
Hi first experience of war came fighting the Italians around Benghazi. In April 1941 he was sent to Greece 
with the 6th Division to help defend against a German invasion. 
 
During a series of withdrawals, his Bn was evacuated on the 26th April and boarded the ship “Costa Rica” 
which was bound for Alexandria but it was attacked by enemy planes in Suda Bay and began to sink. 
The men, including Reg, were picked up by several British destroyers and taken to Crete. 
 
Following the invasion of Crete in May 1941 by the Germans and during fighting around Acharnie, his unit 
took part in a devasting bayonet charge at 42nd Street, along with a NZ Maori Bn. They killed almost 300 
Germans and briefly checked their advance. It was during this battle that Reg killed his first enemy. 
 
As the allies began to evacuate the island, his unit was ordered to carry out a series of rear-guard actions 
so as to allow the other units to escape. When the last ship departed on the 1st June 1941, Reg’s Bn was 
left behind and as a result many of the men were taken prisoner.  
Some evaded capture by hiding in the hills and caves around the island. Reg was one of these. 
 
Reg adopted Cretan dress, learnt the dialect and enlisted the help of local inhabitants. He remained hidden 
for 11 months! 
 
Reg was among a party of men evacuated by a British sub in May 1942 and returned to Australia in 
October that year. 
He re-joined his old unit, 2/7th, which, together with the 6 Division, was being trained to defend New 
Guinea against a new enemy—the Japanese. 
 
Reg’s younger brother, Harry, had joined up in 1940 (after Reg had joined) but sadly, he was killed in New 
Guinea in November 1942 whilst serving with the 2/14th Bn. 
Reg was promoted to temporary Sergeant in New Guinea. He fought in the Salamaua and Lae campaign in 
mid 1943. He took over command of his platoon when its commander was wounded in action. For his 
leadership, his CO, Lt Col Henry Guinn, recommended Reg for a commission. 
Reg subsequently went before an Officer Selection Board at Atherton Tablelands in Queensland, where the 
6 Division was based following their return from New Guinea. The Selection Board found Reg to be a 
suitable candidate and he was poste to an Officer Training Unit in Seymour (Victoria). After a 16-week 
course he was promoted to Lieutenant in November 1944.  
 
Reg became the first Aboriginal Officer in the Australian Army. This precedent caused the Army some 
concern that it went to the Australian Commander-In-Chief, Sir Thomas Blamey, for approval. Blamey 
instructed that the usual procedure be followed in that he be treated the same as any other soldier who 
had completed the necessary training…..(Cont. on next page) 
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(Cont from previous page) 

After his promotion Reg returned to New Guinea and re-joined is old Bn where he commanded a platoon 
in the Aitape-Wewak campaign until the end of the war. 
Reg was wounded in the knee by Japanese gunfire, near Maprik, and hospitalised for three weeks. 
 
At the end of the war, Reg was discharged from the army on the 5th October 1945. He tried to enlist for the 
BCOF (British Commonwealth Occupation Force) in February 1946 but was rejected because the 
Australian Government would not accept Aborigines for this operation. He spoke out against this policy (it 
was lifted in 1949). 
 
Reg, by this time was married and they had three young children. His wife, Dorothy had served in the 
WAAF during the war. 
He had a hard time, after the war, facing discrimination which he rarely encountered as a soldier. He found 
jobs as a tram conductor, foundry worker and shipping clerk. 
 
In August 1950, the Government called for WW 2 vets to serve in the Korean War as part of the specially 
raised “K” Force. 
Reg volunteered and returned to the army as a Lieutenant. After training at Puckapunyal (Victoria) and in 
Japan, he arrived in Korea in November 1950 and served with 3 RAR as a platoon commander in “A” 
Company. 
 
In February 1951, he took charge of the Company after its commander was wounded. He was, later, given 
command of “C” Company and promoted to Captain. 
 
Reg led “C” Company in the Battle of Kapyong in April 1951. 3 RAR was awarded a US Presidential 
Citation for its part in this action. 
Reg led a Vickers Machine Gun platoon at the Battle of Maryang San in October. 
 
At the end of the Korean War, Reg returned to Australia in November 1951 but shortly after, his marriage 
with Dorothy had broken down and they divorced. 
Reg remained in the army to oversee the training of National Servicemen at Puckapunyal. He became 
dissatisfied and discharged, at his own request, in 1954. 
 
During this time he met, fell in love and married Pat Montgomery, an Irish nurse. 
 
In 1969, Reg took up a position in the Office of Aboriginal Affairs as one of its Liaison Officers. Reg said 
he always felt a sense of leadership of Aboriginal people and a desire to do something about the 
Aboriginal situation. 
 
Reg’s community work was recognised in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List of June 1971 when he was 
appointed a MBE. He continued to serve in the Department of Aboriginal Affairs until he retired in 1980. 
In July 1985 he was appointed to The Council of the Australian War Memorial. 
 
Both of Reg’s two marriages ended in divorce but he fathered ten children. Two pre-deceased him. One of 
his sons followed him into the army, four of his daughters married soldiers and another son, Christopher, 
portrayed Reg in a 1978 episode of the TV series “The Sullivans”. 
 
Reg passed away in Sydney in March 1990, he was 69 years of age. He had his ashes scattered on Lake 
Condah, the traditional territory of the Gunditjmara People. 
 
Reg’s memory lived on with “The Reg Saunders Way, which passes through the ACT suburbs of Campbell 
and Russell. There is also a Reg Saunders Room in the Canberra Services Club. There is the RSL’s 
Captain Reg Saunders Scholarship. 
The Australian War Memorial holds Reg’s medals and personal effects and on the Remembrance Day, 
11th November 2015, the AWM’s western Gallery and Courtyard were re-named in Reg’s honour.  

This was the first section of the Memorial to be named after any Australian. LEST WE FORGET. 

POEM—”AS I SIT IN HEAVEN” 
As I sit in heaven and watch you every day, I try and let you know with signs, I never went away. 
I hear you when you’re laughing, and I watch you as you sleep. I even place my arms around you, to calm you as you 
weep. 
I see you wish the days away, begging to have me home. So I try and send you signs so you know you’re not alone. 
Don’t feel guilty that you have life. Life that was denied to me. Heaven is truly beautiful, just you wait and see. 
So live your life, laugh again, enjoy yourself, be free. Then I know with each breath you take, you’ll be taking one for me. 
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Part 2 (Final) of the  life story is gratefully re-printed on behalf of Elizabeth (Betty/Liz) Crossley (nee Jordan) 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to express a little insight into me—Betty Crossley. 
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MESSAGES FROM MEMBERS 
Dr. Ray HYSLOP OAM is our Co-Patron and currently recovering from a stroke. Through his family he 
asked to be remembered to all his friends in our Association. Ray is presently in a Nursing Home on the 
Central Coast of NSW and Covid has severely restricted any visits.  
He understands you when talking on the phone but struggles to convey his messages back. 
Ray’s family is in constant touch and he is in good care in his Nursing Home. 
(We really appreciate all the ‘updates’ from his daughter, Serina, as I pass them on to our members. If any member would like Ray’s 
phone number, please let me know) 

————————————— 
Betty CROSSLEY sends her good wishes to all her and her late husband, Roy’s, friends in our 
Association.  
I only found out recently (via an email from Betty) that she had a very nasty fall back in December and 
was hospitalised for many days. In her email she advised that Roy’s ashes will be taken out to sea, on 
ANZAC Day, in a life-boat from the Currumbin Surf Life-Saving Club, and his ashes will be gently poured 
into the sea. 
 
When we were up in that area recently, I asked my son, Greg, to drive us to Pottsville Waters so I could 
call in and say ‘hullo’ as a surprise! 
Betty greeted me with a smile and a hug and I got a shock to see she was using her mobile walker to get 
around as she is still struggling with her injury. 
I was only at Betty’s home for about 10 minutes and pleased to hear that she was getting ready to be 
taken back to Victoria with her daughter and her husband, for more rest and recouperation. 
(Good work Betty, with your recovery. What a beautiful tribute for Roy. You are now back home and have progressed to a walking 
cane. I was surprised to hear you tell me that after my quick visit during all that rain in February/March, your home (and a few others 
in your street) nearly went under water—many others were not so lucky. I am pleased you are in the loving care of your family.) 

———————————- 
Peter SULLIVAN commented on an Email I sent around about the re-screening of an old movie called 
“The Siege of Pinchgut”.  
This movie was re-enacted and centred on Australian army reservists preparing for a week-end of ‘live 
firing’ of their 105mm Howitzers when terrorists disarm them and hold the city of Sydney to ransom. 
“Pinchgut” (called by early convicts being imprisoned there and surviving only on bread and water) was 
re-named Fort Denison and is a small island in the middle of Sydney Harbour. The gun on the island fires 
every day at 1pm. 
Peter said at the time he was a member of 116 Searchlight Battery and they were used to silhouette the 
ship. He said the only part shown of us were the army trucks! 
(Thank you Peter. Although the original film did not do well at the box office it has become an Australian historical film.) 

———————————— 
John HEAD also replied to the “Siege of Pinchgut” email. He took the words to be demeaning to our 
CMF (Reservists).  
(Thank you John.  Your comments and observations are always welcome.) 

———————————— 
Dr James ROCHE OAM  passes on his good wishes to all his friends in our Association. He enjoys 
reading all our news and passes our magazine on to his friends. 
(Thank you Jim and Mary for your messages and support. I hope this finds you both in good health.) 

————————————— 
John CATER had a nasty fall a couple of months ago and ended up in Lake Macquarie Private Hospital 
for quite a while. Since coming home and getting back on his feet again he had another mishap and at 
time of writing he was an in-patient at the John Hunter Hospital in Newcastle. 
Both he and his wife, Janet, have appreciated the ‘courtesy’ calls I make to them to check in on his 
progress. Hopefully by the time he receives this Issue he will be safe at home in familiar surroundings. 
(Our prayers are with you, John and Janet. The healing of wounds gets harder as we get oder. Stay safe and good luck) 

————————————- 
Ernest JOHNSTON enjoys our quarterly magazines and is trying to locate a copy of his National 
Service platoon and send it to me. He expressed his concern for all the souls around the world who have 
contracted Covid-19. He is looking forward to a better tomorrow. 
(Thank you Ernest, I look forward to seeing your ‘Nasho’ photo. I hope this finds you and your family in good health.) 

———————————- 
Don WALKER passes on his kind regards to all in our Association. He found an amusing “snippet” 
titled…”Forecast Impenetrable” Report from an Arabian Radio Station stated.. “We are unable to bring 
you news of the weather, as we rely on the airport for our weather report. But the airport is closed 
because of the weather. Whether we will be able to give you a weather report tomorrow depends on the 
weather.” 
(Thank you Don. We hope you are in good health and thank you for all your support. ) 

———————————— 
Margaret TANNER sends good wishes to all the members in our Association. She is slowly recovering 
from an illness that curtailed her involvement in social outings.  
(Thank you Margaret for your support. I am in awe of your resilience, patience and strength, both in body and mind. Keep it up.) 
 (Cont. on next page) 
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(Cont. from previous page) 

Bob GRIEVES sends good wishes to his friends in our Association. I sent him (and others) an email 
about the versality of the WW 2 Willys jeep. He said he was part of a group that drove these jeeps from 
Singleton army base to Moorebank BOD. They were to be replaced with the Austin Champs!! 
(Thank you Bob, I remember when I was with a group (might have been the same group) that ‘ferried’ a heap of transport from 
Singleton to Moorebank BOD. We drove the old Colo-Putty road—what a nightmare!) 

————————————- 
June HARTLEY is the wife of our late member, Brian. (he passed away in September 2020 and recorded 
in our Christmas Issue 2020). June wrote to thank us for keeping in touch and to let us know she has now 
in the process of moving to New Zealand (on the 9th April) so as to be closer to her children. 
(Thank you June, for your email and your upcoming move to NZ. We hope you keep in good health and and you are happy with your 
decision.) 

———————————— 
Ruth HEDLEY rang me recently to say she was reading Betty Crossley’s story and realised that Betty 
and Roy are good friends of her friend, Alf Clay, who also live in Pottsville. Ruth thoroughly enjoyed 
Betty’s story and is looking forward to reading the final pages. 
(Thank you Ruth, yes it is a small world. I hope when you receive this issue you are getting stronger. I am pleased that your boys, 
Grant, Stuart and Mark are looking after you.) 

———————————- 
Prof. John OVERTON AM passes on his good wishes to all his friends in our Association. He enjoys 
reading all our news. 
John and his wife Charlotte are a great team with a very supportive family.  
(Thank you John, for our talks and your support. I was really chuffed to hear you still mow your lawns. I was also pleased to hear that 
Charlotte is almost back to her old self after that nasty tumble whilst walking the dog. She is a very strong lady.) 

————————————- 
Brian INMAN wrote to say he enjoys reading all our magazines, and passes them on when he has 
finished them. He is good mates with his brother, (and our member) Bruce. 
He agrees that getting older is not fun but he wrote that a former workmate used to say to him…”It’s good 
to be alive. My name was not on the back page of the Sydney Morning Herald this morning!”  
(Thank you Brian, for your letters and support. I hope this finds you in good health.) 

———————————— 
Paul FOOKES sent me a copy of an email when he replied to our President, David Czerkies’s RAAMC 
message which I sent to all our members.  
(Thank you Paul, for cc ing you very informative suggestions to David. I know he appreciated receiving your reply. I hope you and 
Fran are both in good health.) 

——————————- 
Bruce WHITTET enjoys reading all the news, be it in our quarterly magazine or via David’s RAAMC 
Association newsletter. 
 
Bruce recently had a very lucky escape from what could have been a life-threatening mishap. He alighted 
from a taxi at the NRMA garage to collect his car after a service. He went to the rear of the taxi and looked 
to his right for traffic when the taxi driver reversed on to him. He was stunned and bleeding from his 
forearm as it took the full force of his fall.  
 
He managed to be able to get to a small power box on the side of the road and sit down whilst he slowly 
recovered from the shock. 
He said about 20 people had gathered around and a young lady called the ambulance and the police. 
 
After receiving first aid, the NRMA manager from the garage, kindly drove Bruce home in his newly 
serviced Honda sedan. 
 
The upshot of all the above is that Bruce is not well enough to march this year but is hoping to meet up 
with us at the Sanctuary Hotel for lunch. 
(Thank you Bruce, for sending me your email. What a scary time for you with that unfortunate accident. I hope when you read this you 
are feeling much better. We look forward to, hopefully, seeing you on the 25th April.) 

——————————- 
John DAVIES passes on his good wishes to his friends in our Association. He recently sent me an email 
when he heard about our short-lived holiday to the north coast for a stay in our son’s van. He wrote that 
their granddaughter, Molly, and her partner, were also up on the ‘gold coast’ about the same time and, like 
us, got flooded in for a few extra days! 
 
It was good to read that she got across to Goondiwindi and onto the Newell Hwy to Dubbo and back home 
to Wagga Wagga safely. 
(Thank you John for all your messages of concern. You will read a little of our experience in “My Message”. Like you mentioned, 
John, what a devastating blow for all those flood-affected people on the north coast of NSW and Qld. How can one recover from such 
a traumatic event.) 
 

Question: What is the difference between a co-pilot and a jet engine? 
Answer: The jet engine stops whining when the plane shuts down! 
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LATE SUBSCRIBERS 
A gentle ‘reminder’ to our members who pay yearly ($15). We very much rely on your subs to keep our 
magazine in circulation.  
When you read this and if you are not sure if you have paid your $15 would you kindly phone or email me 
and I will let you know if you are ’up to date’ with your subs. With our kind thanks, Alan Curry (0427824646, 
(02) 4982.2189 or email:- curry36@bigpond.net.au  

2022 FUND-RAISER 
We are continuing, this year, with our $1 Raffle sales with half the money raised staying with our 

Association and the other half being offered as prizes at our Annual ‘Mixed’ Luncheon, held on the last 

Saturday in November. (Read our 2021 summary of our Christmas Newsletter on Page 14) 

The only money we obtain is mainly from our yearly paying members, and some of our very generous 

members (and sometimes non members). Some income comes from our paid Ads.  

Do you know an organisation who would be willing to place an Ad in our magazine? We are very thankful 

to any organisation who place their Ad. with us.  

ALL MONIES received are gratefully acknowledged in our magazine, with our sincere thanks. 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO JOIN OUR ASSOCIATION? 
Did you serve in 5 Field Ambulance? Do you, or did you have, a friend in our Association and would you 

like to become one of us? If so, cut out and fill in the last page and tell me your story, and post or email it 

to me! 

We look forward to signing up members of our newly created 1/5 Health (which once was 5 Fd Amb). 
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ACTIVITY SHEET 
(Please advise your choice/s. Any item ordered includes postage) 

Please find enclosed my Subs for 2022 ($15) (covers from January to December) or LIFE 

MEMBERSHIP ($100) or Donation (See my details below). 

I would like to pay for ____$1 Raffle Ticket/s in our Yearly Fund-Raiser for 2022 

Please post me 5 Field Ambulance Assn “BUMPER Etc STICKERS” ($5 for 1, $6 for 2, $7 for 3 ) 

Please send me____”Special Edition” 2015 Centenary Calendar/s @ $7 each. 

Please order me a Centenary “POLO” Shirt (with pocket) @ $70 each. SIZE_______. 

Please order me____copies of the DVD of our 50th AND/OR 100th Anniversary Parade @ 

$20 ea. (The 50th also includes a brief history of the 2/5th Australian Field Ambulance) 

Please send me____ RAAMC Centenary “Coin and Token” set/s @ $30 each. 

Please send me a RAAMC coat/jacket Lapel Pin for $15. 

Please send me a RAAMC Red Cross Arm-Band @ $10 each. (3 left) 

Please send me a 5 Field Ambulance RAAMC KEY RING ($15). (With my membership number on it, if 

possible.) 

Please ORDER me a NAME BADGE ($20) 

Please ORDER me a BERET (XL/Large/Medium/Small)  ($40),*BERET BADGE ($25),*COLLAR  

BADGE ($10), *CORPS TIE ($50) ---please indicate size of Beret & whether Badges/Ties are to be 

RAAMC, RACT or RAEME. 

(Please make any Cheques/Money Orders etc payable to:- “5 Field Ambulance Association” and post to 

either:- Alan Curry OAM (Hon Sec) 35/1a Gordon Cl., ANNA BAY NSW 2316 OR Ann Jackson (Hon Treas.), 

64 Morris St, ST MARYS NSW 2760—All acknowledgements will be in our next issue. 

Our EFT details are: BSB: 637000, Account Number: 717253825, Account Name: 5th Field Ambulance 

Association, BANK: Greater. (Please Identify your name) 

COMMENTS/ORDERS ETC: FROM:_________________________________ 

CONTACT No:_____________________MONEY ENCLOSED $_____________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Our committee welcomes your application. You may have read some of our quarterly  
magazines or perhaps visited our web site. You may have had a relative, or friend, who 
served with 5 Field Ambulance.  Since the late 1990’s  the Army decided to  
re-classify 5 Field Ambulance from a ‘stand alone’ Reserve unit as a  Health  
Company within 5 Combat Service Support Battalion and stationed at Holsworthy (NSW) 
 
It matters not whether you have served, or are still serving, you will be made most 
welcome. We respectfully ask that you write and tell us a little of your life so we can 
formally introduce you to our members.. Thank you for reading this. 
 

“ SEMPER PARATUS “ 

5 FIELD AMBULANCE RAAMC ASSOCIATION 
Est 1982 

CO-Patrons: COL Ray Hyslop OAM RFD and LTCOL Derek Cannon RFD 

President: MAJ David SZERKIES OAM CStJ 

WEB SITE: www.raamc.org.au 

A proud member of the RAAMC & HSC Association Inc. 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
Preferred Title: 

Mr./ Mrs./ M/s. Dr. Etc. (Please Indicate)  ———————-   Date of Birth: ————————— 
 

FAMILY NAME:   ———————————-         (Wife/Partner Christian Name) ________________ 
 

FIRST NAME:————————————-                               OTHER NAME/S: ——————————-  
 

Military/Civilian Awards (if any)________________________________________ 

 

Service/PMkeyS Number (if applicable)______________________ 

 

ADDRESS: NUMBER:  ________ 

STREET NAME:________________________________ 

SUBURB/TOWN/CITY etc __________________________________ 

POST CODE:___________  STATE_________ 

Contact Details:  Telephone (H) ___________________ (W) __________________ 

FAX: __________________ Mobile: _____________________________________ 

EMAIL ADDRESS (If applicable): __________________________________ 

 

I hereby apply to join 5 Field Ambulance RAAMC Association as (Please mark “X” in the appropriate box 
below) 

 

A FULL MEMBER (served/serving in the A.D.F. or Allied Forces) 

AN ASSOCIATE MEMBER (never served in the A.D.F. --Australian Defence Forces) 

ADF CADET ($5) 

Annual Subscription ($15) is due on the 1
st

 January each year. (Reminders will be included in each 

“ACTIVITY SHEET”) --LIFE MEMBERSHIP is $100.  

Cheques/Money Orders should be made out to “5 FIELD AMBULANCE ASSOCIATION” and forwarded to 
either — Alan Curry OAM  (Hon Sect) 35/1a Gordon Cl., ANNA BAY. N.S.W 2316 OR Ann Jackson (Hon 
Treasurer), 64 Morris St., ST MARYS NSW 2760. EFT Details: BSB: 637000, A/C Number: 717253825, A/C 
Name: 5

th
 Field Ambulance Association, Bank: Greater Building Society.  (Please identify yourself). All 

acknowledgements will be in next Newsletter. 

(SIGNATURE) ___________________________(DATE) ________________ 

http://www.raamc.org.au

