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They were the guardian angels, to rescue mates from harm 
Their only self defence, the red cross on their arm 
Saving wounded warriors in rain and heat and snow, 
Never discriminating who was friend or foe. 
 
Struggling over hostile ground, the enemy didn’t care 
When names were carved upon a plinth, a medic was often 
there 
Emerging through the gates of hell, answering a dying plea 
And carrying them to safety, to a R.A.P. 
 
Medical staff who calmed them, in the hours before the 
dawn 
The muffled cries of agony, from young lives scarred and 
torn. 
Not each wound was visible, like post traumatic shock 
Every task that was performed , was a race against the 
 clock. 

Doctors, nurses, medics, united with one aim 
No matter where the battlefield, their duty 
was the same’ 
Souls duly rescued , from fury and from fray, 
Snatched from the jaws of death, to live  
another day. 
 
The mate. Upon the football field, the sister 
you never had, 
United with one purpose, through good times 
and the bad. 
In the history of our nation, they stand  
proudly with the brave, 
Their unofficial motto —to loyally serve and 
save. 

POEM—”To Loyally Serve and Save” (with kind thanks to author-Tomas Hamilton 2/20) 
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LIFE MEMBERS 
(Please contact me (Alan Curry) if I have omitted your name or if any corrections are needed) 

Mr. Samuel ALEXANDER 
WO 11 Michael ALI OAM 
COL Suresh BADAMI OAM RFD 
# Mr. Adam BAILEY 
Mr. Trevor BARNES RFD 
WO 1 Warren BARNES OAM 
Mr. Alan BECKERLEG 
Mr. Fred BELL 
Mr. Robert ('Scotty') BOYD 
# Mr. Greg BROWN 
Dr. Harding BURNS OAM 
Mr. Bob BUTLER 
LTCOL Derek CANNON RFD 
# Mrs Edna CANNON 
Mr. Greg CANT 
WO1 Michael CARLSON (Ret'd) 
CMDR James CHAPMAN (Ret'd) 
Mr. John CHARTER 
Mr. Noel CHRISTENSEN RFD 
Mr. John CLEGG 
Mr. David COOPER OAM 
Mr. Roy CROSSLEY 
# Mr. Joseph CRUMLIN OAM 
Mr. Gordon CURTIS 
Mr. Alan CURRY OAM 
Mr. Greg CURRY 
Mr. John CURRY 
Mr. Patrick CURRY 
# Mr. Stephen CURRY 
MAJ David CZERKIES CStJ 
MAJ Peter DALGLEISH RFD 
WO 11 Theo DECHAUFEPIE OAM 
# Mr. Bernie DENNIS 
# Mrs. Mavis DENNIS 
# Mrs. Olive DODD 
Mr. George DONNELLY 
Dr. Ken DOUST OAM 
LTCOL Marie DOYLE 
Mr. Stuart DOYLE 
LTCOL Andrew ELLIS OAM 
# M/s Brittany EVANS 
# Mr. Josh EVANS 
# Mrs. Julie EVANS 
# Mr. Tony EVANS 
MAJ Madeline EVES RFD 
Mr. Phillip FAGUE 
Mr. Laurie FARRUGIA JP 
Brett FERRARI 
Mr. Nelson FIORENTINO 
# Mrs. Adrienne FOLEY 
Mr. Ron FOLEY 
Mrs. Frances FOOKES  

(nee Henderson) 
LTCOL Paul FOOKES 
Mr. Richard FORD 
MAJ John GALLAGHER 
Mr. Joe GATTY 
CAPT John GORRELL RFD (Ret'd) 
# Mrs. Margaret GORRELL 
M/s Victoria GORRIE 
WO 1 Gordon GRANT MiD (Ret'd) 
Mr. Barry (Bob) GRIEVES 
Mr. John HEAD 
# Mrs. Betty HAMILTON 
Mr. Tomas  HAMILTON 
CAPT Ken HELSBY 
MAJ Eileen HENDERSON OAM 

RFD (nee Anderson) 

LTCOL Kym HENDERSON RFD 
Mr. Rodney HOGAN 
MAJ James HOOLAN Jr. USMC 

(Ret'd) 
Mr. Edward HUNG 
LTCOL Sandy HUNT-SHARMAN RFD 

(Ret'd) 
Mr. Kevin HURRELL 
# Mrs. Norma HUTTON 
COL Ray HYSLOP OAM RFD 
CAPT Jim ILIOPOULOS 
CAPT Natalie ILIOPOULOS  

(nee Polydoropoulos) 
Mr. Terry IRVINE OAM 
Mrs. Ann JACKSON  

(nee Williams) 
# Mr. Don JARMAN 
Mr. Ernest JOHNSON 
# Mr. Patrick JONES 
Mr. Richard JONES 
LTCOL Stuart JONES RFD 
# M/s Sarah JONES 
# Mrs. Sue JONES 
MAJ Robert (Bob) KENYON 
Mr. Doug KERSEY 
Mr. Colin KLINE 
LTCOL Edward KREMER OAM 
# Mr. Anthony LAING 
# Mrs. Brittany  LAING (nee Evans) 
COL Frank LANG OAM RFD ED 
# Mr. Terry LANGWORTHY 
Mr. John LAYHE EM 
# Mr. Colin LEE 
LT Igor LEMECH 
# Mr. Bryan LINDSAY 
# Mr. Geoffrey LINDSAY 
# Mrs. Maureen LIWNGSTON 
MAJ Kathleen LOADSMAN 
Mr. Robert LOVE 
Mr. Edwin LOWERY 
Mr. Alen LUCIC 
Mr. Nick MARSHALL 
Dr. Helena MARTIN 
# Mr. Don MELVILLE 
Mr. Gordon MILLS 
Mr. Paul MISTO 
COL Bill MOLLOY RFD ED 
Mr. Michael MORONEY 
# Mr. Charles MURRAY 
Mr. John McCARTHY 
Mr. Hugh McCARTY 
# Dr. Philip McGRATH 
# Mrs. Trish McGRATH 
LTCOL John McKEOWN RFD (Ret'd) 
CAPT Tom McLANDERS (Ret'd) 
# Mrs. Yvonne McLEAN 
Mr. Ken McNUFF 
# M/s Marion NEWMAN 
CAPT Richard NG 
# Mrs. Rayda NOBLE (nee Prain) 
MAJ John O'BRIEN (Ret'd) 
# Mr. Peter O'GRADY 
Mr. Barry O'KEEFE 
WO 1 E. (Bill) O'KEEFE (Ret'd) 
# Mr. Mike  O’KEEFFE 
COL John OVERTON AM RFD 
WO 2 Steve PARIS (Ret'd) 
MAJGEN John PEARN AO RFD CStJ 

Mr. Barry PERIGO 
# Mrs. Heather PERIGO 
Mr. Peter PETHER 

LTCOL David PHILLIPS RFD 
Mrs. Karen PHILLIPS (nee Stead) 
WO 1 Ken PHILLIPS OAM 
Mr. Bob PINK OAM 
Mr. John PRICE 
Dr. F.G. (Geoff.) PRIOR 
+Mr. Thomas (Tom) PRITCHARD 
COL Robert (Bob) REID ED (Ret'd) 
CAPT Alan ROBINSON (Ret'd) 
CAPT James ROCHE OAM 
Mr. Joel RONCEVICH 
Mr. Michael ROWLEY 
Mr. Bill RYLANDS 
Mrs. Cathy SALMON 
CAPT Susan SALVI 
MAJ Rod SEARLE (Ret'd) 
Mr. Paul SHERGOLD 
Mr. Robert SHILLINGSWORTH 
Mr. George SIP 
Mr. Ross SMITH 
CAPT Stephen STEIGRAD (Ret'd) 
Mr. Robert STEWART 
# M/s Judith STRACHAN 
Mr. Chris STRODE 
Mr. Teddy SLIGPATAN 
Mr. Peter SULLIVAN 
# Mrs. Debra TAYLOR 
# Mr. Trevor TAYLOR 
Mr. Bill THOMPSON 
Dr. Peter TRALAGGAN 
Mr. Ian TUCKER 
Mr. Keveral TURNBULL 
Dr. Michael TYQUIN 
M/s Nadia VARDE 
Mrs. Ruth VAUDIN (nee Corbet) 
LCPL Rhys VAUGHN 
Mrs. Kate VERCOE (nee Rose) 
Mr. Matthew VERCOE 
Mr. Don WALKER 
# Mr. Kim WARNOCK 
# Mr. David WASSON 
# Mr. Lindsay WASSON 
LTCOL Darren WATERSON 
Mr. John WEAVER 
Mr. Ronald WEBB 
Mr. lan WHITE 
MAJ Bruce WHITTET (Ret'd) 
CAPT Don WIKNER ED JP 
# Mr. David WILKINSON 
COL Warwick WILKINSON AO RFD 

ED 
MAJ Alex WILLIAMS 
Mr. David WILLIAMS 
Mr. John WILSON 
# Mrs. Margaret WOODHEAD 
CAPT Raymond YEOW 
Dr. Phillip YUILE 
Mr. Jim ZORBAS 
+ 2/5th Australian Field Ambulance 
# Associate 

POEM 
 
Bless you for all your kindness, for all you’ve done for me, 
for little courtesies of heart with no one near to see. 
 
For moments when, without your smile, I would have lost my way 
-- for these and all the other things, bless you, my dear, I say. 
 (Author, Jean Moreton. With thanks) 
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SICK PARADE 

Dick BOURKE, Bob BUTLER, Derek CANNON, John CLEGG, Roy 
CROSSLEY, Joe CRUMLIN OAM, Gordon CURTIS, John DAVIES, May & 
Bernie DENNIS, George DONNELLY, Nelson FIORENTINO, Richard FORD, 
Joe GATTY, Gordon GRANT, Tomas HAMILTON, Brian HARTLEY, Norma 
HUTTON (Minnamurra Aged Care, 12-14 Clements St, Drummoyne NSW 2047), Vic 
INESON, Brian INMAN, Terry IRVINE OAM,  Colin KLINE (John Edmondson VC 

Gardens, 130 Tenth Ave, Austral NSW 2179) John LAYHE, Geoff. LINDSAY, John 
McCARTHY, Hugh (Macka) McCARTY, Don MELVILLE, Peter O’GRADY, 
Mike O’KEEFFE, Chris O’REILLY, Barry & Heather PERIGO, Karen PHILLIPS 
(nee Stead), Bob REID, Alan ROBINSON, James ROCHE OAM, Robert 
SHILLINGSWORTH, Ross SMITH (Kokoda 6, ANZAC Village, Colooli Rd., Narrabeen-

0410.486.821), Judith STRACHAN, Natalie SWAN (nee Lloyd), Irene TROY, 
Keverell TURNBULL, John WEAVER, Warwick WILKINSON AO, (Arcare 

Warriewood, 23 Warriewood Rd, NSW 2102), John WILSON, (Bunya Cottage, Hammondville 02.8788.3510), Margaret 
WOODHEAD and Jim ZORBAS. 

Welcome to the 2020 Winter Issue and RAAMC Birthday Newsletter of the  
5 Field Ambulance RAAMC Association.  

We had visits from relatives from the U.K. earlier this year. John and Janette Keogh 
(Edna’s cousin) called in on their World Cruise on P & O  Liner ‘Arcadia’ for two days in 
February. They jumped ship in Fremantle and flew back home due to the Pandemic.  
They had to self-isolate for 10 weeks at home. Our daughters Julie Evans and Debra 
Taylor aged 6 and 3 were their bridesmaids in 1970.  
 

Our second relative Hattie Crabtree arrived in December to be bridesmaid at a wedding 
in Victoria. She visited us for 6 days in March. She had a second bridesmaid duty in 
West Australia but world travel became a mess so she managed to change her flight with 
Emirates and flew from Sydney to the U.K. on 15 March into 10 weeks self-isolation. 

Alas, no official Dawn Service, No Anzac Day March due to the strict 
adherence to personal separation due to the Corona-19 viral 
emergency. However, like many households throughout Australia the 
observance of a minutes silence at 6am with lights and candles was 
carried out at my house front and at many other properties along our 
street. (Although it is dark, I was sent this photo of Derek at his front gate at 6am) 

It was also touching to have the service from the Cenotaph in Canberra 
on the car radio. Also we could hear buglers in numerous local 
locations playing the last post. 

I pray that this years’ ANZAC Day was a very rare one off and we can return to some 
normality in 2021 with parades and re-unions, in uniform or suited up, mask free. 

The 75
th

 anniversary of the End of the Second World War in Europe “VE DAY”, was 
remembered when Germany unconditionally surrendered on 7

th
 May 1945.  

As a 7 year old I remember the celebrations in our street in Stone-croft ,Ambleside U.K.  
I still have vivid memories during the war, with blinds drawn, peeking out and seeing the 
impact of German bombers lighting up the night sky while hitting the ship building yards 
at Barrow-in-Furness some 30 miles away.  

Vickers Shipyards at Barrow-in-Furness built War Ships and Submarines which were no 
doubt a prime target for the German Luftwaffe. “Lest we forget”. 

To all our long-time members and with a constant thought for our sick, Edna and I wish 

you all the very best for the future.  
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Robert (Bob) PEARSON passed away on the 2nd April. He was 79 years of age. Bob passed 
 away after a short illness and his wife, Josephine, was by his side.  
Bob had many friends in our Association and on behalf of all of us we sincerely 
express our sincere sympathies to Josephine and her family on the loss of a loving 
husband and father. 
EULOGY FOR ROBERT EDWARD (BOB) PEARSON (Son, Jonathan, on behalf of family) 
Bob was born at Queen Victoria Hospital in Keighley, Yorkshire on 11 May 1940, a few 
short hours before Hitler invaded the Low Lands and Winston Churchill became Prime 
Minister of the United Kingdom.  

Bob’s father, Roy, was a Baker and his mother Ida, a Warper. Bob’s sister Beryl completed the family two 
years later.  
Britain was at war and Bob’s early memories of Keighley reflect this – sitting at the cellar head with Ida 
during air raid alerts, serving supper of cheese on toast to the solders, and anti-aircraft guns in the local 
park. He also remembered seeing the town’s night-lights for the first time and Beryl asking ‘why are all the 
stars were down in the valley’.  
 
The family moved to Malton when Bob was five, an old country-market town where Bob learned about 
nature and farming.  
His time was spent riding his bike and rambling on the wolds, moors and dales with his father. These 
interests were extended when the family moved to Scarborough when Bob was nine.  
He joined the Cubs, became a choir boy and enthusiastic (if not gifted) singer. He watched local 
motorcycle road races with his father. At age ten Bob moved once more, to Windhill in West Yorkshire. He 
was awarded a scholarship to the private Woodhouse Groves School, which was not taken up. Instead 
Bob saved money from making seed boxes and bundles of kindling for sale, and reselling coke from the 
local gasworks on weekends.  
He used the proceeds to buy himself a better bike and built a competitively fast billy-cart. Bob also 
remembered his Auntie Jean taking him to the speedway at Osall.  
 
At age 13, Bob passed the entrance exam to the Naval School at Hull, however this was prevented by the 
family’s move to Andover. Instead, Bob delivered newspapers and groceries, and had quite a few ‘pounds 
in his pocket’ when the family moved to Tasmania in 1955.  
Bob’s new ambition was to become a Marine Engineer. He completed his apprenticeship as a Motor 
Mechanic, took up sailing and studied navigation at night school. Bob also completed his National Service 
during this time. His leisure time was spend bushwalking, especially on Mount Wellington, cycling and 
motorsports with three car clubs. Bob also continued what would be a life-long connection with church, 
through Methodist Youth Fellowship and Christian Endeavour.  
 
Bob moved to Sydney, living in the Eastern Suburbs and bushwalking in the Blue Mountains and 
Hawkesbury with Paddy Palin.  
He got a job with NSW Railways, developing the skills of his trade alongside a multicultural bunch that 
included POWs, a U-boat commander and former SS officer!  
 
Throughout this time Bob was a Sergeant in the Army Reserve, with the 5th Field Ambulance Randwick. 
He passed his examinations and was promoted to Lieutenant with the 3rd Battalion Royal NSW Regiment. 
He then passed his Captain’s exams but failed two attempts to join the Commandos – Bob was strong and 
steady but not fast enough.  
Army Life Bob began his full-time army career in 1965, initially as Company Officer of 2nd General 
Hospital at Ingleburn which, as time went on, was the main medical training and holding unit for 2nd Field 
Ambulance when it was deployed to Vietnam.  
 
Bob oversaw 360 men and was involved with field training, medical training and administration.  
It was during this time that Bob met his future wife Maureen through friends, and they engaged and were 
married in 1967.  
 
Wendy was born in 1969, during Bob’s deployment in Vietnam. John followed in 1971.  
Bob was deployed to Vietnam with the 8th Field Ambulance in Nui Dat, and arrived ahead of the Battle of 
Bin Bah. Bob’s unit had six helicopters on call and Bob had a tough first six months with a high number of 
casualties passing through the unit.  
He got to know the pilots and medics and felt strongly that the medics, in particular, were not recognised 
sufficiently for their bravery.  
 
On returning to Australia, Bob and his family moved through several postings. After requesting a post in 
Tasmania, or as close to that as possible, Bob was posted to the 2nd Field Ambulance in Townsville, 
training units for deployment to Vietnam.  
 (Cont. on next page) 
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(Cont. from previous page) 

The family enjoyed their time there – Bob built a yacht which they named ‘Jondy’, after John and Wendy, 
and they had a wide circle of friends outside army life.  
 
The family then moved to Ingleburn, driving down from Townsville through what turned out to be a large 
tropical storm. This posting was close to Wendy and John’s maternal grandparents and Jondy was moored 
on the Georges River.  
Bob was then posted to Papua New Guinea with the Australian Defence Co-operation Group, which was 
helping the new PNG government establish independent defence capabilities.  
The family spent two years in PNG before returning to Sydney for a two-year stint at Victoria Barracks.  
 
The children attended Clempton Park school, played netball and soccer and bushwalked with Bob. Bob’s 
final posting was to Perth, between 1979 and 1986.  
As part of his role, Bob began to deal with returned Veterans and their struggles to have claims recognised 
by the Department of Veterans Affairs. At that time there was no clinical psychology within the Australian 
Defence Force, PTSD was not understood, and any substance abuse was seen only as a disciplinary 
problem.  
 
The family settled in Perth and Wendy and John still call WA home. They were one of the foundation 
families of a new Uniting Church congregation in Kelmscot, where they made life-long friends. Bob and 
Maureen organised the 1985 Steam Association annual convention. Bob also became involved with a 
miniature railway at Castledare, bringing in the Army Surveyors and Engineers to assist with a three 
kilometre track extension… purely as a ‘training exercise’, you understand.  
 
In April 1986 Bob left the Army after 27 years’ service and separated from Maureen in 1989. After two years 
as the private operator of the Pemberton Northcliffe tram line, he secured a civilian role as Chairman of the 
Administrators within the Uniting Church Homes, a position he retained until 1991.  
 
Bob met my mum, Jo, in 1990 at a Voluntary Care Association conference in Hobart. This geographic 
coincidence allowed them to bushwalk together after the conference and even have dinner with Bob’s 
parents. For mum’s children this seemed like unseemly haste!  
I met Bob for breakfast at the Great Southern Hotel in Haymarket and we had a good, if cautious chat. Bob 
and Jo were engaged in 1991 and married in Hobart in 1992.  
 
Ever the builder, Bob and Jo bought a bush block outside Launceston and built a sustainable house, 
constructed largely with stone sourced from around the property. The property was indeed rocky, but 
building a house uses a surprising amount of stone! One of my best memories is staying with mum and 
Bob during this time and helping them drill holes for the footings of their large shed. Bob wielded the rotary 
driller, stopping periodically for me to lie in the mud and retrieve stones from the hole by hand. It was a 
freezing day but lots of fun. Bob and mum lived in the shed until their house was finished. The house was 
beautiful, warm and comfortable, and totally solar powered. It truly was a magnificent testament to Bob’s 
environmental awareness, curiosity, detailed planning and then sheer hard work.  
 
Mum worked on the cottage garden and at a local Aged Care home to pay the bills. They made good friends 
with their neighbours Gerald and Janice and I helped Bob source a Moto Guzzi motorcycle, in an effort to 
entice him away from British bikes. Typical for Bob: he embraced both tribes.  
 
After seven years in Blessington, mum and Bob were forced to move back north for health reasons. They 
relocated to NSW, initially Maryland, then Swansea and finally Taree. Mum and Bob combined a quiet, 
retired life with frequent travel to see old friends and new places. They travelled extensively within Australia 
and visited relatives in the UK several times.  
They travelled through Russia, Finland, Turkey, Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, Egypt, Czech Republic, Germany, 
Luxembourg, Amsterdam, Spain and France. They chartered a canal barge on the Stourport Ring in 
Warwick and later on the Leicester Ring. Bob particularly treasured a recent return to Yorkshire with a week 
in Whitby, several days in Shipley and a week on a canal barge with his niece and family on the Leeds and 
Liverpool Canal.  
 
He cherished spending some of this time with his daughter Wendy.  
Reflections  
There are some defining aspects of Bob and his character that are shared by me and the reflections of 
others. Bob had a relentlessly enquiring mind and curiosity about all aspects of most things. His reading 
list was formidable and there are still piles of books left in the queue at home. He enjoyed company, always 
found something to like in people and found common ground with them. He loved to learn new things and 
formed views on a wide range of issues. He also relished testing those views with others in, often 
extensive, conversation.  
Bob was a gentle man who was nothing but supportive and encouraging of people. He didn’t give direct 
advice often and didn’t force his views on others; rather, he offered perspective and encouragement.  
(Cont. on next page) 
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(Cont. from previous page) 

He always had a kind word for people and never criticised them personally, although he held strong views 
about right and wrong, hated injustice and didn’t suffer fools.  
Bob supported several charities and people that he felt needed help. He had a gift as a communicator and I 
am not surprised that he was so effective as a trainer, administrator and team builder during his Army 
career.  
Bob liked to be well dressed but was never flashy. He liked driving a nice car. Enjoyed his motorbikes and 
having his tools around him. He was often not as neat and tidy as mum would have liked, but on his desk 
every pile of papers had a purpose. Bob liked his food and often snuck a bit extra while mum wasn’t 
looking. He didn’t drink excessively but enjoyed a stout and an occasional scotch whisky.  
 
I would like to invite Corporal Wayne Ladbury, who is representing the RSL here today, to say a few words 
about Bob and his period of service with the Army.  
Bob’s Army Service: 
He enlisted for National Service with number 6707863 (later 615438) and commenced his 3 month’s full 
time training with 18 NSTB at Brighton in Tasmania on the 6 Jan 1959 and completed it on 23 March 1959. 
 
He commenced his CMF commitment on the 24th March 1959 with 6 Field Dressing Station until the 30th 
June 1960 and transferred to 10 Field Ambulance on the 1st July 1960 until 9th April 1961. 
 
He was transferred to 5 Field Ambulance on the 10th April 1961 until 21st January 1962 when he was 
transferred to 3 Bn RNSWR from 22nd April 1961 to 25th September 1963. He was again transferred 1 Field 
Ambulance from 26th September 1963 until the 16th November 1965 when he signed up for Full Time Duty 
and was posted to 2 General Hospital from 17th November 1965.  
 
Bob then joined the Australian Regular Army on the 16th March 1967 and remained with 2 Gen Hosp until 
20th August 1967. (he was attached to the School of Army Health from the 29th May 1967 to 10th June 
1967). He was then posted to 4 Field Ambulance from the 21st August 1967 until the 2nd June 1969. 
He was then posted to 8 Field Ambulance and served in Vietnam from the 4th June 1969 to the 11th June 
1970. (He was granted leave between 25th to 29th March 1970).  
 
On his return back to Australia he was posted to 2 Field Ambulance from 11th June 1970 until the 9th 
January 1972 before being posted to 1 Australian Field Hospital from the 10th January 1972 until the 16th 
February 1975. 
He was then posted to the Australian Defence Assistance Group, Papua New Guinea Health Centre from 
the 17th February 1975 until the 17th April 1977. He was then posted to HQ 2 Mil District from 18the April 
1977 until 11 December 1980. Bob was posted again to HQ 5 Mil District from 12 December 1980 until the 
9th April 1986. He signed off from the regular army on the 10th April 1986 and transferred to the Army 
Reserves where he served with 7 Field Ambulance from the 10th April 1986 until he discharged on the 31st 
December 1986 with the rank of Major. 
 
Bob served an honourable 27 years in the army, which included 15 various postings as well as Operational 
Service in Vietnam and PNG. 
  
He was awarded the following:- The Australian Active Service Medal 1945-75 with Clasp Vietnam, Vietnam 
Medal, Defence Force Service Medal with First Clasp, National Medal, Australian Defence Medal, 
Anniversary of National Service 1951-72 Medal, Vietnamese Campaign Medal and the Returned from Active 
Service Badge. 
 
 William EMILSEN’S Reflection — on the Bob I knew.   

We all knew that Bob’s health was far from robust. We all knew that this day would probably come sooner 

rather than later; but that knowledge doesn’t make today any easier. We had hoped his indomitable spirit 

would press on. We had hoped that we might gather round him and celebrate his 80th birthday next month. 

We had hoped that we would hear more of his boyish laughter and share his enthusiasm for life. Alas, that 

was not to be. Our feelings now are confused: shocked, sad, disappointed, maybe even a little frustrated.  

We have lost a husband, father, grandfather and a truly good friend.  
My long 44-year friendship with Bob was of a rare kind. It dates back to when Bob and Maureen lived in 
Clempton Park and Wendy and John were still in primary school. As I said my friendship with Bob was 
unique, though I’m sure others felt this too.  
Bob was the one person I could ring at any time,  day or night, and he would be there for you. He was a 
trusted, loyal and dependable friend. There was never a harsh word between us. Our friendship started 
with our common love of history. Bob loved history and much, much more.  
He had a passion for trains and boats. He was curious as to how mechanical things worked. He was 
incredibly observant. He was an explorer, an adventurer. He had a sense of discovery. If you went walking 
with him, it was like a Science and History lesson together, wrapped in one.  
(Cont. on next page) 
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The left photo shows myself (Peter is 2nd from 
the left) and most of the drivers, during a camp 
at Greenhills in the early 1960’s. The one on the 
right shows Peter in a happy frame of mind last 
February, when he was among some of the 
friends attending the funeral of our friend, Bri-
an Tams.  

(Cont. from previous page) 

He loved to show you things: how the mirrors in the lighthouse worked, Aboriginal sites, walking tracks, 
family names in a cemetery. He was a constant guide with an extraordinary fount of knowledge I think it 
was Bob’s kindness that mostly shone through and attracted people to him.  
It didn’t matter who he met, be they friends or strangers, young or old, male or female, He accepted people 
as he found them. He would remember birthdays. He would ask after family members. When my daughter, 
Elizabeth, was studying Drama in Melbourne Bob and Jo invited her for a holiday to their place in 
Tasmania. Only last year Bob visited my son, Adrian, in Fremantle. He took Carolyn’s elderly father to a 
concert in Sydney when we were unable to do so. Bob was a kind man. He gave out to people.  
 
Although sometimes Bob’s political views didn’t always mesh with mine, they never got in the way of our 
friendship. Like any good Yorkshire man, Bob held strong opinions but they were always tempered with a 
sense of compassion and justice.  
Only in January this year, when he and Jo visited us, he told us stories about when he was in Vietnam and 
how he treated wounded enemy soldiers exactly the same as our own soldiers. And then tears came to his 
eyes when he told us that sometimes they were too far gone for him to help them.  
 
It would be remiss of me not to mention Bob’s faith. Bob had his differences with the Church, but he 
always retained his Christian faith. He took great pride in the fact that the Pearson family in the UK had 
Methodist connections going back to the John Wesley in the eighteen century.  
Bob’s faith was expressed in action rather than ideas. He had a rare moral compass that imbued him with 
natural authority. Truthfulness was important to him. I hope you all will have the chance to reflect on Bob’s 
life; It is a privilege to do so.  
For me, Bob was a trusted and loyal friend, a kind person, an enthusiast for life and people, and a person 
of faith with an old-fashioned gentlemanly quality to him: Jo was always his Josephine. And he was 
always her Robert. And for me: Bob was the best of friends.  

———————————————————————- 
Peter (“Tommo” THOMPSON passed away on Saturday 9th May. He was 74 years of age.  
He joined our Association in 2000 and became a Life Member. He and Cassie attended our annual lunches 
whenever they could, and he always kept in touch via the Emails (after he mastered the computer!).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The above photos were taken in happier times. 
Peter and Cassie met on a “Blind Date” for a footy presentation night back in 1971 and after a two year 
engagement, happily married in 1973.  
They have three boys, James, Michael and Nicholas who now have their own families. They enjoyed 
wonderful family holidays at Hawkes Nest (NSW).   
Peter and Cassie had become very devoted grandparents and it was a sad decline when Peter took ill. 
 
Prior to his illness, when he was 57 years of age, he decided to re-enter the workforce after about two 
years of adjusting to some early retirement. He went to work for a company at the Richmond Airforce 
base. He was making parts for our Hercules aircraft and it happened at the time Cassie entered hospital to 
have two knee replacements. 
 
In 2005 he was elected a Director of the Blacktown RSL Club which, at the time, was in the throes of 
building a new club and he was a part of this process.  
He retired from full time work when he turned 65 and so began the many chores needed to be attended to, 
including getting his fishing boat ship-shape! 
 
Cassie said it was Peter’s wish not to have a funeral service. He requested to be cremated and to scatter 
his ashes in Lake Macquarie. Cassie is going to organise a get-together in a park at Lake Macquarie on a 
date to be determined and after the State gives people the ‘go-ahead’ to start fraternising again. 
 

Peter’s Army Service: 
Peter enlisted, at 18 years of age,  in the CMF with 5 Field Ambulance at the unit depot in Frenchmans 
Road, Randwick. He was given army number 2127208 on the 23rd March 1964 and was allocated to the 
Transport Section as a driver. 
He discharged after five years service, on the 28th May 1969 with the rank of Corporal. 
Peter was awarded the Australian Defence Medal and the Anniversary of National Service 1951-72 Medal. 

LEST WE FORGET 
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Message from the Secretary  

KIND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
(Please advise us if your payment has not been acknowledged) 

Bondi Junction-Waverley Sub Branch (Cheque $125) for their ‘Ad’ in four Issues (12 Months). 

David EMANUEL (EFT $25) for Subs $15 and Donation $10. 

Kevin HURRELL (Cash $30) for Donation. 

Bryan LINDSAY (Cheque $20) for $1 yearly raffle for he and daughter, Adriana. 

Paul SULLIVAN (EFT $100) for assistance with postage $50, RAAMC Coin & Token Set $30 and 20 X $1 

raffle tickets in yearly raffle. 

Dr. James ROCHE OAM CLJ (Cheques $350 and Cash $20) for additional ANZAC Day Newsletters, 20 X 

$1 Raffle Tickets in our 2020 Raffle and Donation. 

Thomas VELLA (Cash $15) for Subs. 

John WILSON (EFT $40) for two DVD’s (50th and 100th Anniversary Parades of 5 Fd Amb). 

This second issue of our quarterly newsletter sees us still in the grips of the coronavirus.  
To all our members who are ill or in self-care, we are thinking of you. Some may be waiting on  
surgery but because of  this pandemic it may have to be put on hold for a while longer.  
Hopefully, as I write this, I will have better news for our next issue. The worst part of this quarantine period is 
not being able to see our loved ones.  
Some families have suffered much distress whether it being unable to visit loved ones, attend a funeral or a 
wedding or a party. What a huge social adjustment in having to close all the pubs, clubs, restaurants and 
sporting venues.  
 
I have the utmost regard for all those mums and dads who are having to ‘home-school’ their children. As I write 
I have three grandchildren who are experiencing what thousands around our country are going through since 
March. One has just become a mum whilst the other two are home-schooling. It is very trying. 
 
I also think constantly about all those thousands and thousands of working people who have had to be stood 
down because of this pandemic. I can’t imagine what it would be like to have no money for rent, pay a 
mortgage or have to pay any number of due bills—all this huge worry with no money to help ease the situation. 
 
Our government is trying to keep our country on a positive path but there are still many cracks that require 
patching, like some of those casual workers, homeless people and domestic violence.  
 
On another note, Sue Jones, (whom I was hoping was going to take over the reins of our Association), 
has informed me she does not have the time to do this task and I fully understand this. Therefore, my 
offer is now back on the table to have ‘someone’ learn the ropes of “Publisher” and be prepared to take 
over the job of Secretary!  
 
The biggest event of our calendar year, ANZAC Day, had to be cancelled, (see also our article in “Items of Interest” 

further on in the magazine) as was our presence at the yearly “Centaur” ceremony in May at the chapel in 
Concord Hospital. And it looks likely that the Reserve Forces Day parade in Newcastle (first Saturday in July) 
will also be cancelled. 
 
This did not deter my Retirement village (58 homes) from conducting a poignant Dawn Service (5.45am under a 
street light) just outside our village and a main service at 10am at the rear of our village. 
We held our Dawn Service out on the road outside our gated community. It is in a ‘dead-end’ street. About 30 
or so turned up to pay their respects. Our main service was held at the rear of our village where all the owners’ 
caravans are stored. At both services, one of our neighbours had an Australian flag on a small flagpole which 
could be lowered and raised.  
I had the honour of reading (and acknowledging our member’s (Tomas Hamilton) poem “The Ghosts of our 
Fallen” at both services. 
Another neighbour brought the tapes of the LAST POST, REVEILLE, the NATIONAL ANTHEMS of New 
Zealand and Australia. We all sang our National Anthems and offered “The Lord’s Prayer” at the conclusion. 
Everyone kept their social distance. 
I received many emails from members who dressed and went to their font gates, at dawn, and stood at 
attention for a minute’s silence at 6am. 
We have no NEW MEMBERS to introduce to you in this Issue. Hopefully someone will read this and do 
something about it! Hopefully more serving (or past) members from our Health Company at 5 CSSB. 
You may have noticed that the newsletter cover page has been altered to “Reserve Forces 
Acknowledgement|” Newsletter.  
Our committee member, Warren Barnes OAM, thought it might be more appropriate now that the RF Day 
Parades are no longer relevant EXCEPT for Newcastle. 
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5 CSSB HEALTH COMPANY REPORT 

 I hope this report finds all association members well during these crazy times.  

 In the last few months, Hlth Coy, 5CSSB have jumped out of the flames of Op Bushfire Assist and into the 

petri dish of Op COVID Assist.  

We have had personnel deployed doing a range of tasks, from assisting with contact tracing, through to 

supporting police in the conduct of quarantine checks.  

 The soldiers have shown great flexibility in adapting to these tasks, being professional and empathetic to 

those involved. Whilst the great work of the Australian community has resulted in a significant reduction 

in risk and case numbers, we continue to support the whole of government response to the pandemic.  

 During this same period, like many work places around the country, Hlth Coy has had a brief period of no 

training unless related to COVID support tasks.  

 During May, we resumed limited training with appropriate restrictions in place. As these restrictions relax 

of the coming weeks and months, we slowly return to a new 'business as usual', whatever that may look 

like.  

 I am also please to advise the association that an e-learning initiative developed by CPL Vaughn of Hlth 

Coy, 5CSSB has been endorsed for use across the whole of 2 Division. This is testament to the quality of 

the work, and is another example of the skill, expertise and good will of the members of Hlth Coy, of which 

I am proud to lead.   

 Stay safe. Regards, 

MAJ Glenn Sisson 

Officer Commanding 

Health Company, 5CSSB 

 

LEMNOS 
Is one of the islands of Greece. There are between 1,200 and 6,000 islands and Crete is the largest. Lemnos 
is the 8

th
 largest island and situated on the northern part of the Aegean Sea. 

 
Back on March 4

th
 1915 about 3,200 Australian soldiers landed here. They, alongside their New Zealand 

comrades-in arms, trained here in preparation of the Gallipoli landings. 
By the 21

st
 April 1915, 200 ships had gathered in Moudros Harbour. On the 24

th
 April the troops embarked 

for the attack on Gallipoli. 
 
It was here at Lemnos that Australian medical and nursing staff established their hospitals, where the sick 
and injured were treated and other soldiers brought here for periods of rest after the horrors of the Gallipoli 
battles. 
It is also believed that Simpson’s donkey came from Lemnos. 
 
During the Gallipoli campaign, more than 50,000 ANZAC’s passed through Lemnos. 
 
There are two Military Cemeteries located on Lemnos. They are on opposite ends of the island. One is at 
East Moudros and the other at Portianou.  
They hold the bodies of 148 Australians and 76 New Zealanders. The island still honours the WW 1 history.  
 
Lemnos’ role has been overshadowed by the Gallipoli campaign. 
 
By early 1916, the last Australians departed Lemnos with the majority being sent to northern France. 
Although the war ended on the 11

th
 November 1918, an Armistice was signed on the 18

th
 October 1918, on 

Lemnos, between the Otterman Empire and the Allies.  
 
There is, to this day, a very strong connection between Greece and Australia.  
 
Lemnos today is very different from 1915. Visitors to Lemnos have never been disappointed. It is a quieter 
destination than the bigger islands—no large crowds, beautiful soft sand and crystal-clear waters. 
Lemnos can be accessed by plane from Athens or by the ferry from the Greek town of Kavala.  
The two main areas of attraction on Lemnos is the village of Myrina, on the west coast and Moudros on the 
eastern shore. 
(With kind thanks to our member, Bill Laidlaw) 
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35
th

 Infantry Battalion (“Newcastle’s Own”) WW 1 
(A personal memory from our member-Kevin Hurrell) 

 
When the first world war started in Europe in July 1914 it caused a ripple effect with world powers.  
This saw Australia stand by the UK, when Britain declared war on Germany on the 4

th
 August 1914. 

 
As the war escalated the 9

th
 Brigade was added to the A.I.F. as part of the 3

rd
 Division. The Brigade consist-

ed of four Infantry Battalions, a Light Trench Mortar Battery and Machine Gun Battalion. 
 
The infantry Battalions were the 33

rd
 (unofficially known “New England’s Own”) with volunteers mainly liv-

ing in the New England area of NSW, 34
th

 from the Illawarra region of NSW, 35
th

 (unofficially known as 
“Newcastle’s Own”) drawn mainly from volunteers living in the Newcastle region of NSW and the 36

th
 con-

sisting mainly of volunteers from various rifle clubs in NSW. 
 
Their colour patch was oval in shape and was BROWN over GREEN. 
 
Kevin’s uncle (on his mother’s side) was SGT John O’Brien (No:166) of the 35

th
 Bn. His family lived in the 

small Newcastle village of Teralba.  
Prior to John volunteering, his family was sent a white feather! (Kevin was told this by his mother many, 
many years later).  
 
The Battalions trained in the Broadmeadow area before departing, from Woolloomooloo, Sydney, on the 1

st
 

May 1916 on board the HMAT Benalla. 
 The ship arrived at Plymouth, England, on the 9

th
 of July. 

 
After training in Amesbury, two companies left on November 16 to Armentieres 
to relieve the Northumberland Fusiliers. They suffered their first casualty on De-
cember 1

st
. 

 
The unit was involved in heavy fighting throughout 1917 and when 1918 opened 
there was a ‘break-through’ by the Germans.  

 
In late March they were taken by bus to the Somme at Corbie and took up positions at Bois L’Abbe. 
On April 1

st
 the 9

th
 Brigade was attached to the 18

th
 British Division.  

The Germans attacked Villers-Bretonneux on April 4
th  

and the 35
th

 were forced to retire until a counter-
attack by the 36

th
 held the village and the crest of Villers-Bretonneux. 

 
It was during this battle that Kevin’s uncle John was killed. His body was never recovered.  
 
Battle Honours awarded to the battalion include Albert, Amiens, Avre, Flanders, France, Hindenberg Line, 
Messines, Mont St Quentin, Passchendaele, Poelcappelle, Polygon Wood, Quentin, Quentin Canal, Somme 
and Ypres. 
 
He, and a great many others, will always be remembered with honour. His name is on a Memorial at the 
Villers-Bretonneux Memorial Park just outside the township. They are all also recorded on our Australian 
War Memorial Wall in Canberra. 
 
As an aside, Kevin was told that the ship which had his uncle’s possessions being brought back to Aus-
tralia, was sunk by the enemy, and in a strange coincidence, many years later, when Kevin was in a tennis 
social club, a lady friend/player, who also played in the group, told Kevin that her uncle was also in the 35

th
 

Battalion and was killed on the 5
th

 April (the day after Kevin’s uncle was killed) and that his possessions 
were also on the same ship. She told Kevin her uncle was the only child and the parents never got over the 
loss of their son. 
It was rumoured, according to Kevin’s parents, that the person who sent the white feather to the 
“O’Brien’s, committed suicide after learning of the death of his uncle John! 

 
 



12  

HAPPY WINTER BIRTHDAY TO OUR FOLLOWING MEMBERS 

 

  

 

JUNE 

MAJ Jane CURRIE 

John CURRY 

Paul FOOKES 

Tomas HAMILTON 

Eileen HENDERSON OAM 

Dr. Jim ILIOPOULOS 

Richard JONES 

Hugh (Macka) McCARTY 

Trish McGRATH 

Tom McLANDERS 

Brett NEWMAN 

Ron PALMER 

Bill THOMPSON 

Keverell TURNBULL 

Ruth VAUDIN 

JULY 

Adam BAILEY 

Lee CASTLE 

Alan CURRY OAM 

Stephen CURRY 

Bernard DENNIS 

Marie DOYLE 

John GALLAGHER 

Patrick JONES 

Edwin LOWERY 

Dr. Helena MARTIN 

John McKEOWN 

Alan ROBINSON 

George SIP 

Ron WEBB 

John WILSON 

Dr. Raymond YEOW 

AUGUST 

Derek CANNON 

Michael CARLSON 

Allan CRESSWICK 

John DAVIES 

Phillip FAGUE 

Nelson FIORENTINO 

Barry FOSTER 

John HEAD 

Ken HELSBY 

Sue JONES 

Peter KROGER 

Bill LAIDLAW 

John LAYHE 

Bryan LINDSAY 

Fay LYNCH 

John MAIR 

John McCARTHY 

David PHILLIPS 

Tom PRITCHARD 

Rod SEARLE 

Paul SHERGOLD 

Robert SHILLINGSWORTH 

Teddy SUGPATAN 

Ken SMITH 

Bruce WHITTET 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WW 2—WEWAK-AITAPE BATTLE 
In 1943, when Japanese forces were establishing themselves in 
New Guinea, Wewak was the site of the largest Japanese air base 
on the mainland! 
On the 17th August 1943, an allied air attack by the US and 
Australian air forces launched a bombing and strafing attack which 
destroyed about 50% of the Japanese aircraft.  
 
The Americans then determines that Wewak posed no real threat 
and landed at Aitape about 150 Klms to the west of Wewak. 
In October 1944 the Australian 6th Division began to take over from 
the American forces in Aitape. 
They established two advances—east along the coast to Wewak 
and the other, inland across the Torricelli Mountains, to the supply 
base at Maprik’.  

The Japanese fought back in bitter battles. Wewak Point was captured on the 10th May 1945 and by the 
15th May the surrounding coastal areas  were in Australian hands. 
 
The battle for Wewak saw 442 Australians killed and 1,141 wounded. Operations against the Japanese 
forces in the Aitape and Wewak areas continued until the Empire of Japan surrendered in August 1945. 

POEM—”The Last ‘All Clear’ (Bert Beros) 
 
When the last big bomber’s grounded,  
and the fighters soar no more; 
 
When the last ‘All Clear’ has sounded  
and the lights burn on the shore. 
 
When no more wails the sirens cry,  
and the spotter sleeps in peace; 
The death planes will  forget to fly  
when the ‘All Clear’ signals cease 

When the last ‘All Clear’ has sounded  
 
and the weapons lie and rust 
 
And a lasting peace is founded 
 
When man, in God, puts trust. 
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MESSAGES FROM MEMBERS 
Bryan LINDSAY wrote to pass on his good wishes to everyone in our Association. He is concerned 
about the effect that Covid-19 is having on all of us and trusts we are all well and coping with all the social 
adjustments. 
He advised that his daughter (and our member) Adriana and her family (husband, Josh, and their two 
daughters, Matilda and Isabelle) have just re-located to Bowral. Josh is with the Commonwealth Bank and 
accepted a transfer to Campbelltown. They are very happy with the new move. 
 
Brian said Adriana is getting some casual work as a teacher but he is concerned about the work situation 
in general. He said all the his family is good. He remarked that his brother (Geoffrey—also our member) had 
a fall and is recovering. 
(Thank you Bryan for your letter and support. What a great break for Adriana and Josh. I did contact Geoff to see how he is going and 
was grateful for our concern.) 

———————————— 
Don MELVILLE wrote to say how one’s life can change in an instant. Back in November last year he was 
in good health until the 21st, when he underwent a scan in Wagga Hospital. When he arrived back home in 
Leeton he received a phone call from the doctor at Wagga to tell him that an ambulance was waiting at 
Leeton Hospital to take him immediately back to Wagga Hospital. 
He was advised that he had advanced spinal cancer and his situation was critical. 
 
Don wrote he has been in and out of hospitals and has now had to sell his home in Leeton and enter an 
Aged Care facility (Assumption Villa) in Leeton.  
Don’s wife, Janne, is in the same villa and is a wheelchair care (and has been for some years) but they have 
adjoining villas. 
 
Don had planned to attend the 2020 ANZAC Day march in Griffith with some family members but his health 
condition and the corona virus has put a stop to all those plans. The ANZAC day march would have marked  
100 years when his dad marched, after returning home to Australia from WW 1. 
 
It amazed him how individuals stood at their front gate or played the pipes. He wrote that it was good to see 
the continued support that ANZAC Day encourages. 
(Thank you Don for your letter. I was thinking of you as I read it. Our prayers and good wished are with you and Janne and family.) 

————————————— 
George DONNELLY enjoys reading all our news. He and his wife, Lorna, live in Tassie. He occasionally 
visits the “buy-back” shop in his area and came across these WW 1 ‘box of treasures’. He can’t understand 
why some family ‘get rid’ of keepsakes and memories of loved ones. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

He found this box which contained the above photos. 
They are mementos of the 15th Field Ambulance.  
The first two (above) are the front and back of a Christmas card, presumably from the 
soldier in the picture, CPL S.S. McKay. The group shots are probably some officers, OR’s 
and nurses from the 15th. 
George also found a “Death Medal” in the box of treasures and he is in the process of 
trying to find to whom it should go to? 
 
George also made comment on the recent passing of our Treasurer, Brian Tams. It was 
Brian who taught George how to drive the Studebaker truck whilst on a bivouac at Darks 
Forest in the 1960’s. He said Brian was a gentleman and always approachable and helpful. 
George and Lorna are keeping good and coping with Covid-19 restrictions. 

(Thank you George for your letter and Emails. I would imagine all our readers would also wonder what would cause a person to throw 
away memories. I can only surmise there were no family members interested, or alive, to keep them!) 

———————————————- 
DR. Jim ROCHE OAM CLJ wrote to pass on his good wishes to his friends in our Association. He 
enjoys reading our newsletters and was saddened to read in our “Vale” section about Kevin Carter and 
Brian Tams. Jim and Brian were friends in the unit.  Jim was grateful to read his nephew’s eulogies about 
their dad (and Jim’s brother, John) in our last issue. He appreciates the efforts of our Association. 
(Carry over to next page) 



14  

(Carried over from previous page) 

We kindly thank George and Aileen Sip for sending me the below photos in relation to the Wake held at 
John and Kath’s home “Araluen” on the southern highlands. The photos show Jim with George Sip and 
Charles Murray. The group photo shows Kathy and her family. 

 

 
(Thank you Jim for your letters and support. I am pleased you are getting stronger after your recent surgery. It is good to hear that 
you and Mary are both none the worse for all the Covid-19 restrictions.)   

———————————— 
Ian PFENNIGWERTH passes on his good wishes to all in our Association. He emailed to say how 
much he appreciated reading the “Vale” piece in our last issue , especially regarding an old acquaintance, 
being the late Dr John Roche OAM of whom Ian had the pleasure of his company some time back when 
Ian was researching info on Sam Stening. 
 
Ian also remarked about the coronavirus effect and the fact that if one goes on a cruise it is almost a 
‘given’ that one will ‘catch something’.  
It brought back a recent memory when he did a river cruise in Russian. He got so sick that he thought he 
would not be allowed to fly back home! He was very appreciative that a young female Russian doctor from 
Belarus prescribed some medication that he could not read but, he wrote, whatever it was fixed my 
problem and I was OK to fly back home. 
He also made comment on the immense problems facing the airline industry when the coronavirus 
restrictions are lifted! 
(Thank you Ian for your informative emails and comments. We hope you and your family are safe during this crisis) 

————————————- 
Terry IRVINE OAM sent an email to show a ‘change of address’. He and wife, Annette, recently moved 
to Worrowing Heights, a small village near Vincentia in the Shoalhaven area of the NSW south coast. 
They are in the Coastal Waters Retirement Resort. Terry wrote the resort has a heated pool, a bowling 
green and a clubhouse BUT nobody is allowed to use them as yet due to the Covid-19 restrictions. 
 
Their move has shortened the travelling time by 30 minutes for his hospital treatments (for dialysis) at the 
Milton Ulladulla hospital, which he has to have three times a week.  He and his wife, Annette, are looking 
forward to being able to join us at our yearly reunion luncheon.  
Terry is learning the intricacy of “Messenger” on his mobile phone. 
(Thank you Terry for your emails. We are pleased your new move has made a difference to your lifestyle. Good luck with 
’messenger’  I still battle with all the mobile technology!) 

——————————— 
John GALLAGHER  is my friend and a past working colleague on the Sydney waterfront.  

Like a good many of us, he paid homage to our fallen on ANZAC Day but because of the 
coronavirus quarantining restrictions he stood at his front gate at dawn and remembered.  
 
His late father, Jack, was a WW 2 veteran and also worked on the Sydney waterfront. 
He kindly sent me this very ’special’ photo, taken in 2006, showing himself and grandson, 
Jack, (who is proudly wearing his great grandfather’s medals). John spent many years in 
the Reserves and rose to the rank of Major. (John’s daughter, Karrin, (Jack’s mum) also 
served in 5 Field Ambulance at the Carlow Street, depot in Crows Nest.)  
 
John is presently involved as a volunteer at the War Memorial in Hyde Park, Sydney. 

(Thank you John, for your emails many inputs over the years. I hope this finds you and your family in good health.) 

—————————————- 
Allan CRESSWICK passes on his good wishes to all in our Association. He sent me a ‘relic’ of his past 
service with our unit, which he treasures. No doubt there are still some of us who have kept their old G11 
Licence! 
It is hard to see from the image but I signed his licence in September 1961.  

 
LT Charles Watson was the Testing Officer and Allan passed his 
five driving tests for different vehicles. 
(Thank you Allan, yes it brought back memories to me also.  I remember converting 
all my larmy icences  to HR (Heavy Rigid) and I still keep my R (Motorbike), but I 
don’t think I am brave enough to riding a motor cycle again! I hope this finds you 
and your family in good health.) …….(Cont. on next page)  

“We attach ourselves so strongly 

to people that when they are gone a 

part of us is gone too”. 
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(Cont. from previous page) 

James HOOLAN Jr.  is an International member. He and his wife, Gia, live in Williamsburg, Virginia, 
USA. 
Jim is a very respected email (and letter) friend from the early 1980’s. 
Although we have never met ‘face to face’ we have always kept in touch. 
He was a tally clerk and became a supervisor on the US waterfront. He is also 
a Vietnam veteran and rose to the rank of Major in the US Marine Corps. 
Jim and Gia have been married for 54 years and although they were not 
blessed with family of their own they have a large extended family. 
When Jim joined us in 2010, he bought one of our RAAMC ties and he sent me 
these two photos to show me how proud he was to wear it.  
(Thank you Jim for all your ‘Dispatches’ Newspapers you send. You look very distinguished in 
the photos. I hope when you read this that you and Gia are in good health and the dreaded 

coronavirus has not affected you and your neighbours. It will all be over soon!) 

—————————————— 
Paul FOOKES passes on his good wishes to all his friends in our Association. He very kindly send me 
the inputs from the Defence Force Welfare Association regarding ‘updates’ about the DFRDB, of which 
many of our members are concerned with. 
(Thank you Paul for the info you send. It is welcomed by those who have an interest in it. We hope this finds you and Fran in good 
health and are not affected by the coronavirus.) 

———————————- 
Ray GREENFIELD sent an email to thank us for sending many enjoyable and interesting videos etc via 
the email system. He wrote of being made welcome at a number of Service commemorations given by 
NADEX (the Jewish equivalent of our RSL’s). They were held in the Holocaust Museum (near Oxford Street, 
Paddington). 
Ray wrote that it was an honour to be well-received and was a ‘follow-up’ on his work and promotion of the 
“Saluting Monash Council” 
(Thank you Ray, I was very sorry to hear of the nasty fall that happened to your wife, Lyndall. We hope the rehab on her shoulder is 
not too painful as she undergoes her recovery process. We hope this finds you both in good spirits.) 

———————————— 
Dr. Andrew ELLIS OAM was one of many members who appreciated receiving the email regarding the 
double VC winner, from New Zealand, CAPT Charles Upham. 
Andrew made comment that two other Australian Soldiers were also awarded two VC’s (VC and Bar).  
LTCOL Arthur Martin-Leake was awarded the VC in the Boer War (at Vlakfontein) and again in WW 1 (at 
Zonnebeke). 
CAPT Noel Chevasse was awarded the VC in 1916 in France and the Bar to the VC in 1917 in Wieltie in 
Belgium, he later died as a result of his injuries. 
Andrew wrote that Dr Noel Chevasse ‘popularised’ the ‘Thomas Splint’ and he was the son of the Bishop of  
Liverpool. He was a great friend of the late Dr, Robert Jones, who was the Director of Orthopaedics to the 
British army and author to the phrase “splint them where they lie” 
(Thank you Andrew, for your email. Our Association says “THANK YOU” to all our medical staff, no matter in what capacity, for all the 
care and attention given to our sick and elderly in these very trying times we are in at present.) 

———————————— 
Bill LAIDLAW emailed to tell me a mate of his, Dave Bell, had thanked him for ‘forwarding’ a WW 2 video 
of US POW’s that I had sent to all our members.  
Bill’s friend Dave was a drummer in the Mystics showband in Vietnam in 1968 and Dave had said how often 
he happened to ‘bump into’ an Aussie Viet. Vet, generally in a bar.  
Dave had made comment how the Vets in the US are now regarded with honour, which wasn’t so, at the 
end of the Vietnam war. Aussie vets from Vietnam also experienced the same rancour when they returned 
back from Vietnam. 
Dave had remarked how good the American people now embrace Memorial Day (last Monday in May). It 
began after the four year American Civil War, to honour the Union and Confederate dead. 
(Thank you Bill, for your email. I hope this finds you in good health in your part of the world.) 

——————————— 
Barry PERIGO has been ‘laid up’ in hospital for a few weeks owing to shoulder and spinal problems. 
He is getting stronger due to his hydrotherapy every day. His son, Paul, reckons it will be a few more 
months before he will be fit enough for the next “Iron Man” competition! 
(Thank you Paul and Heather for keeping us in the loop with Barry’s health. He is a very determined man. It won’t be too long before 
he is back in the paddock with Heather!) 

————————————- 
Michael CARLSON passes on his good wishes to all his friends in our Association.  

Although the photo does not do justice it was quite moving to see it properly.  
Michael was dressed and stood at the front of his unit in his van park at Heatherbrae 
(Newcastle). He was accompanied, at dawn, with three neighbours (Tony, Garry and Craig). 
Michael read an ANZAC  poem by W. Wilson (an ANZAC). He recited “The ODE”, held a minute’s 
Silence and as his radio played the National Anthem, and he saluted. 
(Thank you Michael for ‘forwarding ‘ me your photo and your actions on ANZAC Day morning. I hope this finds you in 
good spirits during these very trying times.) 

—————————————(Cont. on next page) 
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Dear Members          May 2020 

What a start to 2020, with half of the country in bushfire till at least March then as soon as the fires were 
out the country then hit with the coronavirus. This then placed the country into lockdown and it’s only 
now that we are slowly coming out of this lockdown period. I hope everyone has been well during this pe-
riod and keeping healthy. 

Since the beginning of the year, there has been little communication coming from the National Committee 
and State Committee, and I apologies for that.  For me the bushfires kept me busy with Army, and when 
we were told to go into lockdown we certainly took the advice. During this period a number of organisa-
tions appear to have gone into hibernation or what it appears to be. Therefore, I’m writing to let you know 
we are still here. 

In June we were supposed to be holding our AGM, however in the current climate this meeting will be 
postponed to October and hopefully a more favourable climate in which to travel and hold meetings. More 
details will be passed on as time draws closer.   
Talking about meetings our Exec Committee is also looking for a person who would be keen to take on 
the role of Secretary. The role is currently vacant since Theo stepped down at the beginning of the year. If 
anyone out there who is keen to take on the role, I would be keen to hear from you. I can be contacted via 
my email czerkies@tpg.com.au to discuss your interest in the position. 
 

I have received word that one of our own Association members - George Russell who owns and runs a 
caravan park in Cooper Pedy South Australia. Is struggling and is having a tough time due to the Corona-
virus and lockdown.  Anyone who are intending to be travelling through South Australia to Darwin or 
there about after the lockdown, can I ask if you could look George up and see how you can support him, 
while at the same time he may be able to help you with a place to stay on your travels. 

Likely events still to come: 

(a) RAAMC and Health Services AGM  in October 20 

(b) 5 Field Ambulance Christmas lunch in November 

I look forward to catching up with you all in the future and I ask if could stay healthy and safe until we see 
the end to this Coronavirus pandemic. 

Yours in service 

David Czerkies 

State President 

RAAMC & Health Services Corps Assn NSW  Branch   

(Cont. from previous page) 

Theo DECHAUFEPIE OAM sends his good wishes to all his friends in our Association. He emailed to 
say he went to his front gate at dawn, on ANZAC Day. His next door neighbours and their children, as 
well as a few neighbours from across the road were also visible.  
 
He played “The Last Post, Reveille and the National Anthem” on his laptop and then ’fired up’ his bar-b-q 
for a “gunfire brekky” of bacon and eggs and topped off with a nip of Scotch whiskey. Later in the day he 
had a couple more beers! 
 (Good on you Theo. Thank you for your messages. We hope this finds you and Cathy and family in good health) 

 Be kinder than necessary because everyone you meet is fighting some kind of battle. 
 

 Peace of mind is available freely if we just let go of the three “C’s” — Criticising, Comparing and 
Complaining! 

 

 * Running away from any problem only increases the distance to the solution. 

mailto:czerkies@tpg.com.au
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ITEMS OF INTEREST 

(1) BOOKS, MAGAZINES, ETC (With kind thanks from our Govt, Army Newspaper, Google and members/friends) 

(i) FRONTLINE (1st & 2nd Nineteenth Bn Journal) March—————————————————-Courtesy Bob Pink OAM 

(ii) REVEILLE (RSL NSW) March———————————————————————————————-Courtesy Alan Curry OAM 

(iii) The Catindian Newsletter—April (Catenian Assn in India)————–————————–——Courtesy, Dr Jim Roche OAM 

(iv) 2/3 AHS Centaur Newsletter—May——————————————-———————Courtesy Jan Thomas OAM 

(v) DFWA re DFRB—March—————————————————————————-———Courtesy Paul Fookes 

(vi) C’wealth War Graves story (Noor Inaya-Khan, Indian Princess spy WW 2)——–——Courtesy Chris O’Brien 

(vii) CONTACT N’letters (108, 117 and 118)———–——-——————————-Courtesy past member, Jim Jordan  

(viii) RAN 50th Anniversary (1911-61) Newsletter (see also “Items of Interest”)————————--Courtesy Barry Perigo 

(ix) Royal Historical Society Newsletter (May)———————————————————-Courtesy, past member 

(x) TOBRUK HOUSE NEWS (June)———————————————————————Courtesy, ROTA Committee 

————————————— 

(2) STARLINK SATELLITES—ELON MUSK PROJECT: 
You may have read in our last magazine the item from our committeeman, Noel Christensen, about the 
satellites he saw crossing the night sky when he was in Tasmania in December last year. 
 
Elon Musk’s organisation “Space X” has plans to blanket the space around earth to eventually launch 
12,000 ‘starlink’ satellites (and potentially up to 42,000) in batches of 60, with two batches a month!  
At present there are about 2,000 active satellites in operation. Space X intend to increase this by six times 
and possibly 21 times! 
 
Space X launched its first one in May 2019. As of April this year they now have 422 in orbit. Each one 
weighs about 260 Kgs and is roughly about the size of a flattened car and fitted with solar panels that 
reflect sunlight. They are placed in orbit about 290 Klms above the earth’s surface and with the use of their 
on-board ion engines can raise their operational orbit from between 340 Klms to 550 Klms. 
 
Space X’s  overall plan was estimated to cost about ten billion dollars. It is to provide global satellite 
phone coverage to unserved areas of earth and competitively priced service to urban areas. The cash flow 
will then provide Space X the money it needs to continue with its planet Mars project. 
There is much concern about placing thousands of satellites in orbits above 1,000 klms. 
 
In 1978 Donald Kessler. a NASA scientist, created a theoretical scenario of collisions in space and that the 
effects of debris would cause a cascade and in turn increase the likelihood of further collisions. 
He gave the example of a one kilogram object impacting at 10 Klms per second would probably be capable  
of breaking up a 1,000 kg spacecraft if it struck a high density element in the spacecraft, and in such a 
break-up, numerous fragments greater than one kg, would be created. 

————————————— 
(3) VILLERS-BRETONNEUX HAS NEVER FORGOTTEN AUSTRALIA: 

When the world news broke about the devastating 
Australian summer bushfires, the French village of Villers-
Bretonneux was one of the first to instigate a bushfire relief 
collection.  
 
The town has never forgotten how, in 1918, two Australian 
Brigades helped liberate the town from the Germans and in 
the process the cost was 1,200 killed. (295,000 Australians 
served on the Western Front. 130,000 were wounded and 
47,000 never made it back to Australia) 
 
(After the war, school children in Victoria took up a penny 
collection and raised the money to help re-build the Villers-
Bretonneux school which was named “Victoria School”.) 

 
Many other bushfire fund-raisers were also organised in northern France, which included a ‘Solidarity 
Run’ in Vignacourt which ‘raised’ more than $8,000. A number of smaller villages like Amiens and the 
Hauts-de-France also donated to assist with the restoration of our flora and sewing blankets and pouches 
for the injured wildlife. 
The beautiful photo above depicts over 1,000 of the Villers-Bretonneux town folk (about a quarter of the 
town’s population), led by (I would presume) the Mayor, Mr. Patrick Simon walking from the town to the 
Australian National Memorial and the Sir John Monash Centre, a few kilometres away. 
 
Youth visits in the late 1970’s started discussions between the townships of Villers-Bretonneux and 
Robinvale, Victoria (situated on the south bank of the  Murray River) to become  ‘twin-cities’. This 
occurred in 1984. This relationship was inspired by the death of Lt. Robin Cuttle MC who was killed when 
his plane was shot down in 1918, near Villers-Bretonneux. 
 (Cont on next page) 
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(Cont. from previous page) 

Both towns are similar size and both rely on horticulture as their principal activity.  
(Our very kind thanks to “Vetaffairs”  Vol 36  No 1 Autumn) 

—————————————— 

(4) COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD” 
There are 195 countries in the world. 193 are members of the United Nations and two are Observers (The 
State of Palestine and the Holy See (Vatican City in Rome. Vatican City is the smallest country on earth 
being less than half a square kilometre). 
 
There are about 7.8 Billion people in the world today. In 1800 there was one billion people!  
There are 7,000 distinct languages plus a myriad of dialects. 375 Million people speak English and there 
are more than 50 English-speaking countries where English is either their main or primary language. 
 
Russia is the largest country on earth-by far. It covers 6,601,668 sq. miles and it spans nine time zones. 
It covers about an eigth of the world’s inhabited land area. 
 
The four most populated countries are:- CHINA 1,439,323,776, INDIA 1,380,004,385, UNITED STATES 
331,002,651 and INDONESIA 273,523,615 (Russia has 141,208,108) 
 
15 countries have NOT REPORTED ANY CASES OF CORONAVIRUS. Most of these are small islands in the 
South Pacific. Two larger countries are North Korea and Turkmenistan who have not reported any 
coronavirus cases. North Korea, which borders China, has a population in excess of 25 million people and 
Turkmenistan with over 5 million people, in central Asia. It is incredulous that this can be.  

—————————————- 
(5) WORLD’S BILLIONAIRES: 
Forbes is a US commercial weekly business magazine. One of their features is to publish the names of the 
world’s billionaires, in March, every year.  
They have just released the list for 2020 showing there are 2,095 Billionaires in the world. They have a net 
worth of eight trillion dollars. (The number is down from 2019 by 58 members and 700 million dollars.) 
 
Of the top ten members, eight are from the US, one is from France and one is from Spain. The richest 
person in the world is Jeff Bezos, worth $113 billion dollars (this was after his divorce settlement from his 
wife, Mackenzie, for $33 billion dollars). 
 
Australia has its share of billionaires with Gina Rinehart being the wealthiest lady worth $22 billion dollars 
down to Clive Palmer worth $2.2 billion dollars. 

———————————— 
(6) CORONAVIRUS REACTION: 
The world first became aware of this virus in December 2019, from an outbreak in Wuhan (a large city in 
China). As the weeks passed it became apparent to health authorities that there was a very serious virus 
on the loose. So much so that on March 11, 2020 the World Health Organisation declared the virus a 
pandemic and called it COVID-19. 
 
Australia, like every other country, stepped up efforts to try and halt the spread of this vicious virus. 
We have witnessed the WORST and BEST of human nature during the implementation of many 
restrictions. 
 
Here in our own country we saw on our television sets and read in most our newspapers the appalling 
scenes of panic buying, bullying of shopping centre staff and of our fellow man expressing xenophobic 
remarks. We are still experiencing the severe effects that isolation and quarantining is having on every 
individual. 
 
Then along comes Captain Tom. He was born in April 1920 and joined the British army at the outbreak of 
WW 2. He was a civil engineer by trade.  
After the war he married and lived in Kent. Later he and his family moved to Bedfordshire. 
 
Fast forward to 2018. He suffered an accident (at 98 years of age) and broke his hip. He was hospitalised 
and also treated for skin cancers of the head. 
The treatment and care he received in hospital inspired him to help the UK National Health Scheme.  
When he discharged from hospital he decided he would try and raise one thousand pounds by walking 
around his home for 100 times, with the aid of his walking frame.  
 
We all know now that this old gentleman gained so much attention as he constantly walked around his 
modest home that not only did he raise the one thousand pounds, his herculean efforts saw donations 
pour in from all around the world to be over 30 million pounds—and counting! 
 
In April 2020, he turned 100 years of age. He received over 125,000 birthday cards. He has had bestowed 
on him the honorary rank of Colonel. ……(Cont on next Page) 
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Out of all the chaos of Covid-19 emerged courage, hope and admiration from around the world, 

——————————— 
(7) CLIMATE CHANGE—LANDMARK COURT DECISION  (NETHERLANDS) 
The Netherlands Supreme court (in April) upheld a ruling, ordering the country’s government to do much 
more to cut carbon emissions, after a six year fight for climate change justice. 
 
The Ugenda Foundation (a not-for-profit organisation) which brought the case welcomed the ‘ground-
breaking’ judgement. 
 
Mr David Boyd, the UN special rapporteur on human rights and the environment said “it was the most 
important climate change court decision in the world so far, confirming that human rights are jeopardised 
by the climate emergency and that wealthy nations are legally obliged to achieve rapid and substantial 
emissions reductions”. 

—————————————— 
(8) ANZAC DAY:  
Back in January 1916, Cannon David Garland was appointed Secretary of the ANZAC Day Commemoration 
Committee in Queensland, some time later a Public Meeting endorsed the 25th April as the date to be 
recognised as ANZAC DAY. 
In Egypt, General John Monash, paraded the troops on ANZAC Day 1916.  
Over 2,000 attended the Service in Rotorua and in London over 2,000 Australian and New Zealand troops 
marched through the city. 
Marches were held all over Australia. Wounded soldiers from Gallipoli attended the Sydney march, in 
convoys of cars, accompanied by nurses. 
 
Marches and Services have been held every year with the exception of 1942 , during WW 2, when the 
government suspended all major assemblies due to the fear of Japanese air attacks.  
 
There are many countries around the world which observe April 25 with some type of Ceremony or Service. 
At Australia's Scotts Base in Antarctica a Ceremony is held and the Americans, who are stationed at 
nearby McMurdo Station, are also invited. 
 
ANZAC Day 2020 Ceremonies were cancelled, in March, all around Australia due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Our government issued strict orders for people to remain in their homes and be quarantined until further 
notice. As of 1st June  the order has been relaxed slightly to allow small numbers (around 50) to gather but 
still maintaining the social distance of one and a half metres from each other. 

————————————— 
(9) ARTICLE ON OUR ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY (See Item 1 (viii) above) 

Our member, Barry Perigo, kindly emailed me a 27 Page Jubilee Souvenir of the RAN from 1911 to 1961. 
What an interesting read. If any member would like me to email this to them it would be my honour (you 
need to have a computer or access to one so you can receive it). 
 
Our navy was given the Royal Assent on the 10th July 1911.  
 
Some of the info I ’edited’ from this souvenir showed the following ships in commission as at 1961; the 
Battle Cruiser “Australia”. Four Cruisers; “Encounter”, “Melbourne”, “Pioneer” and “Sydney”. Three 
Destroyers; “Warrego”, “Parramatta” and “Yarra”. Two Torpedo boats; “Countess of Hopetoun” and 
“Childers”. Two Gunboats; “Protector” and “Gayundah”.  
 
Building in Australia was the Cruiser “Brisbane” and three Destroyers; “Torrens”, “Swan” and “Derwent”. 
It also showed built in Great Britain were our submarines “A.E. 1 and A.E.2, a submarine depot ship and an 
oil supply ship. 
 
The Price Paid: 
219 Officers, 1,951 ratings, members of the RAAF, Army, Nursing Corps, one USN, two Netherlands army, 
58 Native troops, 16 Native crew, eight canteen staff and one civilian, LOST their lives at sea. 
 
1914—sub A.E.1 lost off New Britain (14th September). 1915—Sub A.E. 2 stranded then scuttled by own 
crew in Sea of Marmara (30th April). 1940—”Goorangi” Lost in Port Phillip (20th November). 1941—
”Waterhen” sunk by enemy aircraft  while serving as a Tobruk ferry (30th June), “Sydney” lost in action 
against German raider (19th November), “Parramatta” sunk by enemy sub in Mediterranean sea (27th 
November). 1942—”Perth” lost in action in Sunda Strait (1st March), “Yarra” sunk in action south of Java 
(4th March), “Vampire” sunk by enemy aircraft  in Bay of Bengal (9th April), “Kuttabul” sunk by Japanese 
midget submarine in Sydney Harbour (31st May), “Nestor” sunk by enemy aircraft in Mediterranean sea 
(15th June), “Canberra” lost in action off Savo Island (9th August), “Voyager” lost off Timor (23rd 
September), “Armidale” lost off Timor (1st December). 1943—Hospital Ship “Centaur” torpedoed by a 
Japanese Submarine off the coast of Queensland (14th May),  
 (Cont. on next page) 
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”Walleroo” sunk in minesweeping operation off Queensland (11th June). 1944—”Geelong” sunk in 
collision off New Guinea (18th October).  
1947—”Warrnambool” sunk in minesweeping operations off Queensland.  
 
(As a mater of considerable interest, not one member of the RAN has ever been awarded a Victoria Cross! 
The Victoria Cross was introduced by Queen Victoria on 29 January 1856 for Naval and Military personnel, 
and 117 VC’s have been awarded to Royal Navy personnel.) 
 
There was a strong case made to award the VC (posthumously) to Able Seaman, Edward Sheean. He was a 
member of the HMAS Armidale which was attacked by Japanese aircraft. The ship was bombed, strafed 
and torpedoed off Betano Bay in the Timor Sea on the 1st December 1942.  
According to a surviving eye witness, the wounded Edward Sheean made his way back to his sinking ship 
and ‘manned’ the Oerlikon machine gun, firing at the Japanese planes which were strafing the survivors in 
the water. He went down with his ship. 
 
The following Citation, which accompanied the failed petitions to three separate hearings, read:  
“Edward Sheean sacrificed his life trying to save his shipmates and despite his wounds, he continued 
firing the gun until the ship sank and took him to his death. His pre-eminent act of valour and most 
conspicuous gallantry saved lives. His heroism became a standard to which the modern men and women 
of the Navy aspire.”  

————————————- 
(10) AVIATION GASOLINE: (with kind thanks to Bernard Fitzgerald) 
A most guarded and well-kept secret during WW 2 was the invention of a higher octane aviation gasoline. 
The German Luftwaffe used 87 octane gasoline in their fast ME-109’s (Messerschmitt fighter aircraft). 
This octane fuel fouled spark plugs and caused valves to stick and more frequent repairs were needed to 
engines. 
 
A US Chemist, Tim Palucka, worked for Sun Oil in their south east Texas refinery and he used a French 
formula for enhancing the octane rating of aviation gasoline. He discovered 100 octane rating! 
A Spitfire running on 100 octane av. gas was 34 MPH faster at 10,000 ft. The need to replace engines went 
from 500 hours to 1,000 hours and reduced the cost by 300 pounds sterling and even more when used in 
four engine bombers. 
 
The Germans couldn’t understand when the Spitfire could not catch them a year ago, they were now 
shooting their ME-109’s out of the sky.  
What they would have given, in 1941/42, to have known that in an old  3-story white brick building in front 
of the Sun Oil Refinery on the old highway 90 in the US they were re-inventing gasoline. 130 octane came 
in 1944. Neither the Germans, Japanese or even the Russians ever found out! 
 
Over 100,000 allied airmen died in the skies over Europe! Imagine the lives saved by the discovery of 100 
octane gasoline? 
 
Some further stats:-  
1.4 million allied airmen and ground crew dropped 2.7 million tons of bombs on German targets. It took 
German fighter planes 12,000 rounds to bring down one plane. It took 12,000 88mm shells from German 
artillery ground crews to bring down one plane.  
On average, the Allies put up 3,000 planes every day on German targets, the Germans could only field 400 
Fighter aircraft. It took 11 tons of fuel to fly a single mission carrying 4 tons of bombs. 
The chances of surviving 30 missions in a heavy bomber without being shot down, killed or captured was 
29%. A medium bomber flying 50 missions was 52% and fighter pilots flying a minimum of 300 combat 
hours was 75%.  
The second biggest cause of death, after combat, was accidents, and the third was syphilis. 
In the last month of the war Germany was still able to put up 1,300 planes. 

——————————————— 
(11) MARINE ROTATIONAL FORCE—DARWIN (MRF-D)  
The US Marines will shortly resume training on a reduced number. 
 
Usually there would be about 2,500 Marines on rotation but because of the Covid-19 pandemic Darwin will 
receive about 1,200 marines. They are planned to arrive in June. 
 
Each marine will be screened four days prior to departing the US and be further screened on arrival in 
Australia and then be quarantines for 14 days at specially-prepared Defence facilities in Darwin. 

 



21  

PART 1 of the WW 1 DIARY of 2870 WO 1 Kenneth Evans PRICE  
Enlisted 5 Field Ambulance 9-6-1915 

Discharged Aust Army Pay Corps, 2 Div HQ, 23-8-1919 
(With kind thanks to his son (and our member) John Price) 

(Apologies for the faintness of the type) 

(Cont. on next page) 
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PART 2 (from 27 Oct 1915) continued in our next Issue) 
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LATE SUBSCRIBERS 
A gentle ‘reminder’ to our members who pay yearly ($15). We very much rely on your 
subs to keep our magazine in circulation.  
When you read this and if you are not sure if you have paid your $15 would you kindly 
phone or email me and I will let you know if you are ’up to date’ with your subs. With our 

2020 FUND-RAISER 
We are continuing with our $1 Raffle sales with half the money raised staying with our Association and 

the other half being offered as prizes at our Annual ‘Mixed’ Luncheon. The only money we obtain is mainly 

from you, our very generous members. Some comes from our paid Ads but it is hard work trying to get an 

organisation to pay for an Ad in our magazine. We are very thankful to the three RSL Sub Branches who 

place their Ads with us and some friends of our Association who donate anonymously. ALL MONIES 

received are acknowledged in every magazine with our sincere thanks. 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO JOIN OUR ASSOCIATION? 

Did you serve in 5 Field Ambulance? Do you have friend in our Association and would 

like to become one of our Associate members? You would be made most welcome. 

We look forward to signing up the remainder of our 5 CSSB Health Company (which 

once was 5 Fd Amb). 

Please contact Alan (0427.824.646) for an Application Form. 
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ACTIVITY SHEET 
(Please advise your choice/s. Any item ordered includes paid postage) 

Please find enclosed my Subs for 2020 ($15) (cover from January to December) or LIFE 

MEMBERSHIP ($100) or Donation (See my details below). 

I would like to pay for ____$1 Raffle Ticket/s in our Yearly Fund-Raiser for 2020. 

Please send me____”Special Edition” 2015 Centenary Calendar/s @ $7 each. 

Please order me a Centenary “POLO” Shirt (with pocket) @ $70 each. SIZE_______. 

Please order me____copies of the DVD of  2/5th Unit History and our 50th and 100th 

Anniversary Parades @ $20 ea.  

Please send me____ RAAMC Centenary “Coin and Token” set/s @ $30 each. 

Please send me a RAAMC coat/jacket Lapel Pin for $15. 

Please send me a RAAMC Red Cross Arm-Band @ $10 each. (7 left) 

Please send me a 5 Field Ambulance RAAMC KEY RING ($15). (With my membership number on it, if 

possible.) 

Please ORDER me a NAME BADGE ($20) 

Please ORDER me a (* XL/Large/Medium/Small) BERET ($40),*BERET BADGE ($25),*COLLAR  

BADGE ($10), *CORPS TIE ($50) ---* please indicate size of Beret & whether Badges/Ties are to be 

RAAMC, RACT or RAEME. 

(Please make any Cheques/Money Orders etc payable to:- “5 Field Ambulance Association” and post to:- 

Ann Jackson, Hon. Treasurer,64 Morris St., ST MARYS NSW 2760 or Alan Curry OAM (Hon Sec) 35/1a 

Gordon Cl., ANNA BAY NSW 2316 —All acknowledgements will be in our next issue. 

If you prefer computer banking our EFT details are: BSB: 637000, Account Number: 717253825, Account 

Name: 5th Field Ambulance Association, BANK: Greater. (Please Identify your name) 

COMMENTS/ORDERS ETC: FROM:_________________________________ 

CONTACT No:_____________________MONEY ENCLOSED $_____________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

————————————————————————————————————

————————————————————————————————————

————————————————————————————————————- 

_________________________________________________________________ 
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