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Our Committee extends its good wishes to all our members and their families and friends, to
have a safe and happy Christmas. We all give our extreme thanks to all members in our ADF
who have been given the dauntless task of assisting our State civilian authorities, which have
been under immense strain due to the Covid-19 pandemic. This virus has taken a terrible toll
over the last 12 months, both mentally and physically, and has stretched our medical
resources to near breaking point —yet they hold fast.. To our ADF, Police, Fire, Medical and
Emergency organisations we thank you and express our gratitude for all you do. The
fight will continue in 2021 and we will win—if everyone does the right thing.
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DISCLAIMER:

Opinions expressed in our quarterly newsletters are not necessarily those of our Patron, Executive or
Committee. We welcome any input as long as it is not offensive or abusive but if any member has a
problem with a printed article we would like to be informed in order that the author may be contacted. We
do encourage your opinion.
To our member, Rod Hogan.
In our “Messages from Members” in our last quarterly Issue (“Battle for
Australia” Newsletter, SPRING Issue 2020) page 10, I mistakenly referred to
Rod’s late brother (and our esteemed padre) Brian, as Paul!!
For some reason my mind wrote Paul Hogan (the comedian). He played in the
same rugby league side (Sydney Harbour Bridge) that I captained for three
years in the Sydney Metropolitan Rugby League Competition in the early
1960’s.He is not related to our Hogan’s! I spoke to Rod when he rang me about the error and we both had a laugh.
I also said I wonder if Sandra (the late Brian’s wife) will pick up this error? She didn’t!

Last year I joined a support group for procrastinators. We haven’t met yet!
A “Special” notice to all the current (and past) serving members of the Health Company of 5 CSSB/5 Field
Ambulance who are not members of our Association. We would like you to join us and tell us about
yourselves. This invitation is also extended to the very committed 206 ACU members.
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LIFE MEMBERS

(Please contact me if I have omitted your name or if any corrections are needed)
Mr. Samuel
WO 11 Michael
COL Suresh
# Mr. Adam
Mr. Trevor
WO 1 Warren
Mr. Alan
Mr. Fred
Mr. Robert ('Scotty')
# Mr. Greg
Dr. Harding
Mr. Bob
LTCOL Derek
# Mrs Edna
Mr. Greg
# M/s Felicity
WO1 Michael
CMDR James
Mr. John
Mr. Noel
# M/s Pamela
Mr. John
Mr. David
Mr. Roy
# Mr. Joseph
Mr. Gordon
Mr. Alan
Mr. Greg
Mr. John
Mr. Patrick
# Mr. Stephen
MAJ David
MAJ Peter
WO 11 Theo
# Mrs. Mavis
# Mrs. Olive
Mr. George
Dr. Ken
Mr. Stuart
LTCOL Andrew
# Mr. Josh
# Mrs. Julie
# Mr. Tony
MAJ Madeline
Mr. Phillip
Mr. Laurie
Brett
Mr. Nelson
# Mrs. Adrienne
Mr. Ron
Mrs. Frances
LTCOL Paul
Mr. Richard
MAJ John
Mr. Joe
CAPT John
# Mrs. Margaret
Victoria
WO 1 Gordon
Mr. Barry (Bob)
# Mrs. Betty
Mr. Tomas
Mr. John
CAPT Ken

ALEXANDER
ALI OAM
BADAMI OAM RFD
BAILEY
BARNES RFD
BARNES OAM
BECKERLEG
BELL
BOYD
BROWN
BURNS OAM
BUTLER
CANNON RFD
CANNON
CANT
CAREY (nee Evans)
CARLSON (Ret'd)
CHAPMAN (Ret'd)
CHARTER
CHRISTENSEN RFD
CHRISTENSEN
CLEGG
COOPER OAM
CROSSLEY
CRUMLIN OAM
CURTIS
CURRY OAM
CURRY
CURRY
CURRY
CURRY
CZERKIES CStJ
DALGLEISH RFD
DECHAUFEPIE OAM
DENNIS
DODD
DONNELLY
DOUST OAM
DOYLE
ELLIS OAM
EVANS
EVANS
EVANS
EVES RFD
FAGUE
FARRUGIA JP
FERRARI
FIORENTINO
FOLEY
FOLEY
FOOKES
(nee Henderson)
FOOKES
FORD
GALLAGHER
GATTY
GORRELL RFD (Ret'd)
GORRELL
GORRIE
GRANT MiD (Ret'd)
GRIEVES
HAMILTON
HAMILTON
HEAD
HELSBY

MAJ Eileen
LTCOL Kym
Mr. Rodney
MAJ James
Mr. Edward
LTCOL Sandy
Mr. Kevin
# Mrs. Norma
COL Ray
CAPT Jim
CAPT Natalie
Mr. Terry
Mrs. Ann
# Mr. Don
Mr. Ernest
# Mr. Patrick
Mr. Richard
LTCOL Stuart
# M/s Sarah
# Mrs. Sue
MAJ Robert (Bob)
Mr. Doug
Mr. Colin
LTCOL Edward
# Mr. Anthony
# Mrs. Brittany
COL Frank
# Mr. Terry
Mr. John
# Mr. Colin
LT Igor
# Mr. Bryan
# Mr. Geoffrey
# Mrs. Maureen
MAJ Kathleen
Mr. Robert
Mr. Edwin
Mr. Alen
Mr. Nick
Dr. Helena
Mr. Gordon
Mr. Paul
COL Bill
Mr. Michael
# Mr. Charles
Mr. John
Mr. Hugh
# Dr. Philip
# Mrs. Trish
LTCOL John
CAPT Tom
# Mrs. Yvonne
Mr. Ken
# M/s Marion
CAPT Richard
# Mrs. Rayda
MAJ John
# Mr. Peter
Mr. Barry
WO 1 E. (Bill)

HENDERSON OAM
RFD (nee Anderson)
HENDERSON RFD
HOGAN
HOOLAN Jr. USMC
(Ret'd)
HUNG
HUNT-SHARMAN
RFD (Ret'd)
HURRELL
HUTTON
HYSLOP OAM RFD
ILIOPOULOS
ILIOPOULOS
(nee Polydoropoulos)
IRVINE OAM
JACKSON
(nee Williams)
JARMAN
JOHNSON
JONES
JONES
JONES RFD
JONES
JONES
KENYON
KERSEY
KLINE
KREMER OAM
LAING
LAING (nee Evans)
LANG OAM RFD ED
LANGWORTHY
LAYHE EM
LEE
LEMECH
LINDSAY
LINDSAY
LIVINGSTON
LOADSMAN
LOVE
LOWERY
LUCIC
MARSHALL
MARTIN
MILLS
MISTO
MOLLOY RFD ED
MORONEY
MURRAY
McCARTHY
McCARTY
McGRATH
McGRATH
McKEOWN RFD
(Ret'd)
McLANDERS (Ret'd)
McLEAN
McNUFF
NEWMAN
NG
NOBLE (nee Prain)
O'BRIEN (Ret'd)
O'GRADY
O'KEEFE
O'KEEFE (Ret'd)

Spontaneous Decisions:

When the Covid-19 pandemic is over—and it will be—what are your
plans?
A spontaneous decision will make you feel happy especially after
being ‘cooped up’!
What about booking a flight to—’somewhere’, or suddenly switch your
career, what about adopting a dog or a pet?, move to a new country or
perhaps move on from a marriage ‘break-up.
Make a spontaneous decision and be happy.

# Mr. Mike
Mr. Chris
COL John

O’KEEFFE
O’REILLY
OVERTON AM
RFD
WO 2 Steve
PARIS (Ret'd)
MAJGEN John
PEARN AO RFD
CStJ
Mr. Barry
PERIGO
# Mrs. Heather
PERIGO
Mr. Peter
PETHER
LTCOL David
PHILLIPS RFD
Mrs. Karen
PHILLIPS (nee
Stead)
WO 1 Ken
PHILLIPS OAM
Mr. Bob
PINK OAM
Mr. John
PRICE
Dr. F.G. (Geoff.)
PRIOR
+ Mr. Thomas (Tom) PRITCHARD
COL Robert (Bob)
REID ED (Ret'd)
CAPT Alan
ROBINSON (Ret'd)
CAPT James
ROCHE OAM
Mr, Joel
RONCEVICH
Mr. Michael
ROWLEY
Mr. Bill
RYLANDS
Mrs. Cathy
SALMON
CAPT Susan
SALVI
MAJ Rod
SEARLE (Ret'd)
Mr. Paul
SHERGOLD
Mr. Robert
SHILLINGSWORTH
Mr. George
SIP
Mr. Ross
SMITH
CAPT Stephen
STEIGRAD (Ret'd)
Mr. Robert
STEWART
# M/s Judith
STRACHAN
Mr. Chris
STRODE
Mr. Teddy
SUGPATAN
Mr. Peter
SULLIVAN
# Mrs. Debra
TAYLOR
# Mr. Trevor
T
AYLOR
Mr. Bill
THOMPSON
Dr. Peter
TRALAGGAN
Mr. Ian
TUCKER
Dr. Michael
TYQUIN
M/s Nadia
VARDE
Mrs. Ruth
VAUDIN
(nee Corbet)
LCPL Rhys
VAUGHN
Mrs. Kate
VERCOE
(nee Rose)
Mr. Matthew
VERCOE
Mr. Don
WALKER
# Mr. Kim
WARNOCK
# Mr. David
WASSON
# Mr. Lindsay
WASSON
LTCOL Darren
WATERSON
Mr. John
WEAVER
Mr. Ronald
WEBB
Mr. lan
WHITE
MAJ Bruce
WHITTET (Ret'd)
CAPT Don
WIKNER ED JP
# Mr. David
WILKINSON
COL Warwick
WILKINSON AO
RFD ED
MAJ Alex
WILLIAMS
MAJ. David
WILLIAMS
Mr. John
WILSON
# Mrs. Margaret
WOODHEAD
CAPT Raymond
YEOW
Dr. Phillip
YUILE
Mr. Jim
ZORBAS
+ 2/5th Australian Field Ambulance
# Associate

* Good friends make bad days a
little more bearable.
* I have just been diagnosed
with NCD—NO CAN DO!
* The secret to happiness is a
good sense of humour & a bad
memory.
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Betty GREENWOOD passed away in November 2018. I was unaware of this sad event until I

received an Email from her son, John, in early August, when he received our SPRING Newsletter.
Betty’s last years were in Arcare Aged Care Nursing Home in Helensvale, Qld.
She lost her husband, Ron, (a WW 2 Vet who served in the Service Corps—Betty said he was a “truck
driver”) in 1992. They are survived by three sons, John, David and Bill and their families.
Betty and Ron had six grandchildren and eight great grandchildren.
David and Bill both reside in southern Qld and attended their mum’s funeral with their families. John (who
lives on the central coast of NSW) was unable to attend at the time.
John told me that David and Bill spoke lovingly about their mum but nothing was scripted for me to record
on the family’s behalf.
Betty’s ashes have been placed next to her Ron at the Palmdale Lawn Cemetery on the Central Coast of
NSW.
Betty had read one of our magazines and applied to become an Associate Member in 2012 and then
became a Life member. Betty was in her 99th year when she passed away.

———————————————Keverell TURNBULL passed away on the 26th July in RPA (Sydney) after a long health problem with

his lungs. Kev was 91 years of age.
His son, Ken, looked after his dad in the latter part of his life and was at his bedside when he passed. Ken
said he and his dad were avid “Swans” supporters and always watched them on TV, Kev would mostly
wear his ‘Swans’ beanie and they would win but when he didn’t wear it they invariably lost!! Ken treasures
these memories with his dad.
Keverell has been with us since 2006. He was a Vice President of the Dawn Service Trust.
Due to the Covid-19 virus, a private funeral was arranged.
Keverell was a member of the Petersham RSL Sub Branch and held committee positions in the Sub
Branch. Our Association thanks their Welfare Officer, John Freeman, for conducting the RSL Tribute for
Keverell.
Keverell served in the RAN and later in the Citizens Military Forces.
He joined the Royal Australian Navy on the 13th July 1950, R/38612, as an Electrical Mechanic 1st Class.
He trained at HMAS Cerberus in Victoria, and served at naval bases Kuttabul, Penguin (Balmoral Naval
Hospital) and Platypus, as well as HMAS Queenborough and HMAS Arunta at the Okinawa US Military
Hospital and later with the British Commonwealth Occupation Force General Hospital in Kure, Japan.
He was also posted to HMS Terror and HMS Tamar Sick Quarters.
Keverell discharged from HMAS Penguin 12th July 1956 with the rank of Electrical Mechanic 1st Class.
Keverell later enlisted in the CMF, 2122065, on the 23rd October 1958 with 2 Div Sigs Regt until a reposting on the 1st July 1959 to 1 Div Sigs Regt. He discharged on the 17th February 1961 with the rank of
temporary corporal.
Keverell was awarded the Australian Service Medal 1947-75 with Clasp “FESR” (Far East Strategic Reserve) and
the Australian Defence Medal’

——————————————
Peter KROGER was my good friend and neighbour from Lemon Tree Passage. He passed away in
hospital on the 6th August with his wife, Carol, and son Michael by his side.

Peter and his wife, Carol, always showed their interest in our quarterly newsletters
and Peter asked to join us as an Associate Member.
I was most pleased to welcome Peter to our ranks from January 2015.
Peter was a “doer”, he could put his hand to most tasks with very good success.
He was also a very keen boat fisherman.
There were many pleasant ‘get-togethers’ with Peter and Carol, both in their home
and at various local restaurants when our group of neighbours organised a “Night
Out”.
I am waiting for Carol and her family to find the time to write about a loving
husband and a wonderful and helpful dad and when this is to hand I will place it in our magazine.
At the time of writing (mid November), Carol has sold their home in Lemon Tree Passage and has moved to
Sydney (Warriewood) to be closer to family members.
On behalf of our members, we wish Carol all the best with our prayers for a happy future.

————————————Brian HARTLEY passed away peacefully, in hospital with his wife June by his side, on the 4th
September. He was 90 years of age. …….(Cont. on next page)
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He had visited the Army Museum in Bandiana (Vic) in early 2011 and came across our 2010 Christmas
Edition of our quarterly magazine, and he promptly requested to join us.
(He wrote us to say he actually informed the curator of the misspelling of the word “Aesculapius” on the
Notice Board at the entrance!)
Brian stated that he did his National Service with the British Army (Number 22057233) from 1948 to 1950,
serving mostly in Greece, Egypt and Cyrenaica.
When he read in our 2010 Christmas Magazine about the ‘de-mob’ experience of our late member, Maurice
Porter, it brought to mind his own experience when he had to travel overland from Benghazi to Tobruk,
then a troopship via Tripoli to South Hampton, where he answered a phone call to report to the Purser’s
Office. Brian said...“What a surprise to be greeted by a Merchant Navy Engineer Officer—my own brother”.
His brother’s Royal Mail Line ship was in South Hampton at the same time!
Brian proceeded to the ‘De-Mob’ centre in the garrison town of Aldershot where he handed in his uniform
and equipment. He then boarded the train to Waterloo Station, in London, where he was met by his dad to
take him home.
Brian had written that whilst in the RAMC he had contact with the Military Police—but only for a hygiene
inspection of their barracks in Salonika, Greece. Brian was able to point out some deficiencies in their
hygiene!
Brian also joined the Victorian branch of the RAAMC Association and usually apologised for not being
able to attend any functions. He always enjoyed reading our quarterly magazines.
Brian stated on his Application Form to us that he was the recipient of the British National Service Medal,
British Foreign Service Medal, British National Defence Medal, British General Service Cross, Corps of
Commissioners Medal of Merit and the Australian National Medal.
I have asked June and any family members if they would like to write about a husband and father so that I
might place it in our quarterly magazine.
On behalf of our members, I offer our sincere condolences to Brian’s wife, June, and their family.

——————————LTCOL Marie DOYLE RFD OStJ passed away on Sunday 22nd November 2020. Marie was 72 years
of age.
Some time back her health began to fail to the point she was admitted to hospital and
succumbed to her complaint.
I was unable to be present at her funeral but very kindly thank our member, George Sip
and his wife Aileen, for attending and representing our Association.

I did contact Marie’s husband, Brian, when I was informed, to express our very sincere
regrets. Brian had been at her bedside just prior to her passing. The Covid-19 pandemic
had prevented friends and family from visiting.
I am waiting on Brian to let me have the eulogy he gave about his dear wife and when this
is to hand I will place it in our magazine. Marie also had a lengthy service with the St
John’s Ambulance for which she received due recognition.
As our serving members and friends of Marie know, she was once the Officer Commanding the Health
Company of 5 CSSB.
Marie took over command when Suresh Badami became the last CO of 5 Field Ambulance when he retired
in 1995. It was at this time 5 Field Ambulance was ‘swallowed up’ and became an integral part of the reorganisation and re-named 5 BASB Medical Company (5 Field Ambulance RAAMC) (Brigade Administrative
Support Battalion) and she also oversaw the unit move from Carlow Street, Chatswood, to Hill Street in
Banksmeadow.
Her appointment as OC finished in 1999.

Marie’s Army Service:

Marie joined I Field Ambulance, in the Reserves on the 10th October 1977 with army numbers F2147040
and 8234867, as a Nursing Officer, until 1st December 1986.
She was then posted to HQ 2 Military District from 2nd December 1986 until 19th September 1993. On the
20th September 1993 she was posted to 5 Field Ambulance.
On the 31st March 1996 Marie was promoted to Major and given command of the newly formed 5 Brigade
Administrative Support Battalion Health Company until her posting finished on the 21st November 1999.
Marie was then posted to HQ 2 Div. from 22nd November 1999 until 31 December 2000.
(Cont. on next page)
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She was then posted to the Army Logistics Training Centre on the 1st January 2001 until the 30th June
2002 before her last posting back to HQ 2 Div on the 1st July 2002 until the 29th March 2005.
At this time Marie had achieved the promotion to LTCOL.
She was posted to the Standby Reserves from 30th March 2005 until retiring on the 10th July 2013.
Marie was awarded The Reserve Force Decoration with First Clasp and the Australian Defence Medal.
She served with distinction for 36 years. LEST WE FORGET

REMEMBRANCE DAY—11TH NOVEMBER

Solemn ceremonies all around the world were affected by the Covid-19 pandemic and we in Australia were
also impacted.
Our younger generations have only read about the horrors of WW 1 but the older generations have never
forgotten because of their fathers and grandfathers involvement.
All the wars that Australia and its Allies have been involved in are remembered on this day and long may
our children and their children (when that times comes) never forget our history and the supreme
sacrifice paid by so many of our men and women in the never-ending battle in fighting against tyranny.
I had the honour of presenting the “Citation” at my RSL Sub Branch (Tilligerry RSL S/B) on Remembrance
Day. It was a beautiful sunny morning and every seat was occupied and with many attendees standing.
I chose the first ever Royal Australian Navy person to receive Australia’s highest ever Award—The
Victoria Cross. His name was Edward Sheean and his heroic actions were carried out on his sinking ship,
HMAS Armidale, in December 1942. (Please read the article on Edward in this issue). His VC was awarded
posthumously.
Due to the pandemic, our Club was restricted in attending numbers to about 60. Many Sub Branches
around the country conducted a Remembrance Day Ceremony.

SEPTEMBER 11, 2001
Who will ever forget what they saw on their TV screens on this morning, as two commercial passenger
planes, hi-jacked by al-Qaeda terrorists, were deliberately flown into the World Trade Centres in Lower
Manhattan. 2,977 souls lost their life, including 343 fire-fighters and police officers.
Four commercial airplanes were hi-jacked initially for a coordinated attack, one flew into the Pentagon in
Arlington County, Virginia, the other was flying towards Washington DC but passengers thwarted the
attack and it crashed in a field in Stoneycreek Township, Pennsylvania.
The Anniversary prompted our member, Charles Murray, to write the below canticle.
Who of you would have known on that day,
at the start of an early-Fall dawn,
as you swung and swayed through the subway
crush in your beloved city’s rush
to another day of commerce and trade
in the never-ever-sleep Big Apple.

All of these years on we remember you
at this now sacred place you left from.
Lamenting and weeping De Profundis,
a Miserere, mourning and yearning,
the heart-rending cry of a Kaddish,
naming you, each and all, on the knell of
the bell, your name recalled lamented,

Who would have dreamed, imagined

you alone, all alone, remembered.

the darkling entity spearing from skyward
to delete, atomize, the innocent
unaware in that twin-towering edifice,
their dynamic sacred beings are sent
in smoke spiralling as seared leaves

# If we choose to constantly focus on
what makes us unhappy in life, then we
will always be unhappy (Stephen Aitchison)
# Don’t cling to a mistake just because
you spent a lot of time making it

to a consuming incandescence,
* Sometimes the heart needs more time to accept what your mind already knows.
# Don’t lose hope when the sun goes down. The stars come out.
* It’s never too late for a new beginning in your life.
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Welcome to the 2020 ‘SUMMER EDITION’ (CHRISTMAS) Newsletter of the 5 Field Ambulance
RAAMC Association. I wish to express my sincere disappointment and frustration at not being
able to attend and meet up with members since our end of year luncheon in 2019. I had intended to make an
appearance at the Cenotaph in Martin Place for the “Battle for Australia” Day Service on the first
Wednesday in September, alas, I was not well enough to go into Sydney by train. See Alan’s report later in
this Newsletter.
My local Richmond RSL Sub-Branch held their first meeting for months on Sunday 25 th October. Although
the meeting was very restricted under Covid-19 safety conditions it was good to catch up with members.
Planning was started for “Remembrance Day” November 11th where again numbers were controlled at the
Richmond War Memorial. As in 2019 our Life member Betty Hamilton read a fitting new poem by her
husband Tomas entitled “The Ebbing Tide”
Felicity, our grand-daughter and daughter of Julie and Tony Evans (All three are Association Life members)
married Ryan Carey on 17 October this year. The ceremony took place in the grounds of Ryan’s parent’s
home overlooking the Nepean River on Springwood Road, Yarramundi NSW. Though limited in numbers
due to Covid-19 restrictions the event went off very successfully. I was called upon to start the ceremony by
reciting a poem entitled:
“He never leaves the seat up”
He never leaves the seat up or wet towels upon the floor
The toothpaste has the lid on and he always shuts the door!
She’s very clean and tidy though she may sometimes delude
Leave your things out at your peril, in a flash they’ll have moved!
(Etc. Etc four more verses omitted.) The first three lines are, so I am led to believe, a bit off the truth.
0ur Patron, Ray Hyslop OAM, who had just recovered from open heart surgery, has had a major set-back
having a left MCA stroke resulting in speech and arm movement weaknesses, currently Ray is in a re-hab
program to assist his recovery. We are being updated on Ray’s progress by his daughter Serena. Ray is
due to or as been moved to facilities in Hornsby. I am hoping to pay him a visit before Christmas.
Our end of year lunch successfully took place at Paddington RSL on Saturday 28 th November. Though
numbers were down on previous years it was never the less very convivial and successful. See later for
further details of Raffle and donated book winners.
To all our members and with constant thought for our sick and ageing, Edna and I,
wish you all the very best for the festive season and 2021. Good reading and stay safe.
Derek Cannon
Grandma and Grandpa were visiting their kids overnight and Grandpa found a bottle of Viagra in his
Grandson’s bathroom medical cabinet, he asked him about using one of the pills. The Grandson said “I
don’t think you should take one ‘Pa, they are very strong and very expensive”! “How much”? asks
Grandpa. “$10 a pill” answers his Grandson. “I don’t care” said Grandpa, “and I still want to try one, and
before we leave in the morning I’ll put the money under my pillow”. Later the next morning the Grandson
found $110 under the pillow. He called his Grandpa and said “Pa I told you each pill was $10 not $110”!
“I know, said Grandpa, the $100 was from Grandma”!!!

SICK PARADE
Dick BOURKE, Bob BUTLER, Derek CANNON, John CLEGG, Roy CROSSLEY, John
DAVIES, May DENNIS (02.4015.3265), George DONNELLY, Nelson FIORENTINO, Richard
FORD, Joe GATTY, Gordon GRANT, Tomas HAMILTON, Norma HUTTON (Minnamurra
Aged Care, 12-14 Clements St, Drummoyne NSW 2047, 02.8622.0600), Ray HYSLOP OAM, Vic
INESON, Brian INMAN, Terry IRVINE, Colin KLINE, John LAYHE, Bryan LINDSAY,
Robert LOVE, Bill MOLLOY, John McCARTHY, Hugh (Macka) McCARTY, Rayda
NOBLE, John OVERTON AM, Peter O’GRADY, Eugene (‘Bill’) O’Keefe, Mike O’KEEFFE,
Chris O’REILLY, Barry & Heather PERIGO, Karen PHILLIPS (nee Stead), Bob REID,
Alan ROBINSON, Jim ROCHE OAM, Barry SAINSBURY(Estia Health Care, Tea Gardens.
02.4919.7000), Robert SHILLINGSWORTH, Ross SMITH (Kokoda 6, ANZAC Village, Colooli Rd,
Narrabeen 0410.486.821), Judith STRACHAN, Natalie SWAN (nee Lloyd), Irene TROY, John
WEAVER, John WILSON, Warwick WILKINSON (Arcare Warriewood, 23 Warriewood Rd, NSW 2102, 02.9483.6400, John
WILSON, Margaret WOODHEAD and Jim ZORBAS.
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Message from the Secretary
Dear members, I wish you and your family and friends a Merry Christmas and a happy,
healthy and prosperous NEW YEAR in 2021. What a dreadful past 12 months we all have had!
For some of us it has had a tragic and lasting effect and to you who were affected, our prayers
were, and are, with you.
This Covid-19 pandemic has affected each and every human being right around the world. Our
government, like all the other governments around the world, is using all endeavours to find the cure for
this insidious and deadly virus. Even as I am finishing off this Issue we have the very encouraging news
that a cure may be very imminent and hopefully available to everyone by the new year of 2021.
My sincere hope is that our sick and infirmed members, and their immediate family. are being looked after.
I am confident that 2021 will bring renewed optimism and hope and with it, new challenges. Many
catastrophic events have hit us, both here on our home soil and elsewhere worldwide, during 2020, yet we
pick ourselves up and support each other and get on with our lives as best we can.
Although he was not a member of our Association I wish to acknowledge an old friend and soldier mate
who passed away in mid November, in his Nursing Home in Clempton Park (Sydney) at 87 years of age. He
was Paul Kensey. Paul was a fellow tally clerk on the Sydney waterfront and he worked for the Union
Steamship Company. Paul was the company’s union rep on our Committee of Management for many years.
He was liked by all who knew him. Paul rose to the rank of Major and spent many years in the Reserves. He
was on the staff of 2 Div HQ in Victoria Barracks, Sydney, and a good friend of our member, MAJGEN
Warren Glenny AO, who was the Commander of 2 Div at this time. Paul was a “Guest Speaker” on one of
Graham Fleeton’s Battlefield Tours, many years ago. Farewell old friend.
Our 5 Health Coy Report will appear in our “Messages From Members” under Rhyse Vaughan (pages 13 & 14)
It appears that Joe Biden will be the next President of the USA and what an enormous tasks faces him and
his committee. Not the least being the Covid-19 pandemic problems and the US economy, all this and the
current world tensions that will test his diplomatic resolve. We pray the American people will rally and try
and remain united.
are happily sent to our member Felicity Evans who married her fiancée`, Ryan Carey on
the 17th October.
There is more to read in our President’s Message about his granddaughter.
Our Association wishes Ryan and Felicity a beautiful, happy and fulfilling years of many
memorable times in their lives ahead.
Having A Best Friend
A story tells that two friends were walking through the desert. During some point of the journey they had an
argument, and one friend slapped the other one in the face.
The one who got slapped was hurt, but without saying anything, wrote in the sand;
“Today my best friend slapped me in the face.”
They kept on walking until they found an oasis, where they decided to take a bath. The one who had been slapped
got stuck in the mire and started drowning, but the friend saved him. After he recovered from the near drowning, he
wrote on a stone;
“Today my best friend saved my life.”
The friend who had slapped and saved his best friend asked him;
“After I hurt you, you wrote in the sand and now, you write on a stone, why?”
The other friend replied; “When someone hurts us we should write it down in sand where winds of forgiveness
can erase it away. But, when someone does something good for us, we must engrave it in stone where no wind
can ever erase it.”
Moral of the story:
Don’t value the things you have in your life. But value who you have in your life.

KIND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
(Please advise us if your payment has not been acknowledged)

Derek CANNON (EFT $100) for Annual $1 Raffle for ten family members.
Alan CURRY OAM (EFT $50) for Annual $1 Raffle for five family members.
MAJGEN Warren GLENNY AO (Cheque $25) for Subs $15 to 2022 and Donation $10.
Chris O’REILLY (EFT $100) for Life Membership.
Robert SHILLINGSWORTH (EFT $20) for Key Ring $15 and Donation $5.
Dr. Jim ROCHE OAM (Cheque $50) for Donation.
John VASSAROTTI (Cheque $50) for Donation.
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HAPPY SUMMER BIRTHDAY TO OUR FOLLOWING MEMBERS
DECEMBER

JANUARY

Fred BELL

Greg BROWN

Noel CHRISTENSEN

Bob BUTLER
Theresa CICERO

Olive DODD

Adrienne FOLEY

George DONNELLY

Ann JONES

Dr. Andrew ELLIS OAM

Colin KLINE

Laurie FARRUGIA

Dr. Ted KRAMER OAM

Ed HUNG

Alen LUCIC

Maureen LIVINGSTON

"Bill" O'KEEFE
Mike O'KEEFFE

Robert LOVE

Steve PARIS

Nick MARSHALL

Barry PERIGO

Noel MOULDER

Ken PHILLIPS OAM

Dr. Phillip McGRATH

Cath SALMON
Frank SKINNER
Chris STRODE
Trevor TAYLOR

Mick ROWLEY

Rhyse VAUGHN

Peter SULLIVAN

David WILKINSON

Nadia VARDE

Warwick WILKINSON AO

Ian WHITE

Ross BROWN AM
Dr. Harding BURNS OAM
Jim CHAPMAN
Greg CURRY
Tony EVANS
Brett FERRARI
Dr. Ray HYSLOP OAM
Robert LIKEMAN
Michael MORONEY

Dr. Stephen STEIGRAD

Heather PERIGO

Adriana WHITE

Ray BORG

Paul NICHOLLS

Ernest JOHNSON

Chris O'REILLY

Sam ALEXANDER

Don JARMAN

Stuart DOYLE

Barry O'KEEFE

FEBRUARY

Margaret WOODHEAD

Marion NEWMAN
Ross SMITH
Dr. Peter TRALAGGAN
Kate VERCOE

# Hurt me with the truth but, never comfort me with a lie.
Edward SHEEAN VC

I wrote a small piece about Edward (Reserve Forces Day Newsletter, WINTER Issue 2020, page 19 , Items of Interest) who
enlisted in the RAN on the 21st April 1941 during WW 2.
He was the youngest of 14 children. Five of his brothers had enlisted for service during WW 2, four went
in the army and another in the navy.
Edward, after his initial training, was posted to HMAS Armidale. In late November 1942 his ship was to
rendezvous with HMAS Kuru, at Betano. This Timor area was under Japanese control. The two ships came
under attack by Japanese fighter aircraft and separated. On the 1st December 1942, HMAS Armidale was
struck with a bomb and torpedoed twice,
Ordinary seaman, Russel Caro, remembered when the order to “abandon ship” was given, he saw Teddy
Sheean make for the side of the ship but was struck twice by bullets from a Japanese war plane. Russel
said he did not know what made Teddy go back to his gun, but he strapped himself in to the Oerlikon
machine gun and began firing at the Japanese Zeros, which were strafing the survivors in the water. He is
credited with shooting down one Zero and was still firing before he disappeared beneath the waves as his
ship went down”. Of the 149 crew members only 49 survived.
In 1999 Edward’s sister, Mrs. Ivy Hayes, “Launched” the HMAS Sheean, a Collins Class submarine. This
was a “first” because it was named after a naval rating. There is a “Sheean Walk” and a “Teddy Sheean
Memorial” in his home town of Latrobe (Vic). A painting depicting Edward’s last heroic action is held by
the AWM in Canberra. In 2003, the Australian Navy Cadets established a training ship at Tewantin (Qld)
called NTS Sheean.
Edward Sheean is the FIRST RAN recipient of the Victoria Cross, albeit posthumously. Announced by our
government in August 2020.
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2020 Annual Reunion

(Summary)
Although Covid-19 no doubt kept many away, the 17 who turned up had an enjoyable afternoon in each
others company.
Our venue was held again in the Paddington RSL Club in Sydney and it was a hot day but the club was
delightfully cool with the aircon. We sincerely thank the Club Board for their assistance.
We collected $20 from all who attended, to pay for food, sweets and refreshments. Everyone enjoyed their
choice of food and all the banter was convivial.

We sincerely thank the following members and friends for their presence:- Fred Bell, Derek Cannon, Alan
and Greg Curry, Theo Dechaufepie, Tony and Josh Evans, Jane Geoghegan, Stuart and Sue Jones, Edwin
Lowery, Janice Roberts, Aileen and George Sip, Anne and Stephen Steigrad and Gail Tams.
Edwin Lowery kindly offered Grace and later, our President, Derek Cannon, welcomed everyone for making
the effort to be here. He asked for a few moments of silence for our members who had passed away during
the past year, which included the most recent being a past OC of our Health Company, Marie Doyle. He
made mention of one of the many APOLOGIES received being that of our Patron, Ray Hyslop OAM, who,
after his recent successful heart operation, suffered a stroke and is now in rehab in Mt Wilga Hospital,
Hornsby.
We thank our committee member, Warren Barnes, for donating two sets of books (by the late MAJGEN
Gordon Maitland). These were ‘raffled’ prior to our $1 yearly raffle and were won by Tony Evans and Janice
Roberts.
Our yearly $1 raffle realised $331 and those attending agreed to have three prizes of $50 and one of $15
($165) the remaining $166 was retained by our Association. The winners of the $50 were Felicity Carey,
Brittany Laing and Stuart Jones and the $15 was won by Janice Roberts. Derek sincerely thanked all those
who participated in buying the $1 raffle tickets throughout the year. He is looking forward to ANZAC Day.
The Spirit of ANZAC
Across a thousand memories
with a million bitter tears, we live

again with ANZACS, looming
misty through the years.
We still remember how you
loved and joked and laughed and
died.
We’ll always pay you homage
with a nation’s humble pride.
You lie beneath the poppy fields,
your resting place a shrine. In
shifting sand or grassy knell, or
‘neath the ocean’s brine.

And now you share Valhalla with the souls of
younger ones.
The Spirit of ANZAC lives again in yours and
others’ sons.
On battle-fields much nearer home, they died
as heroes shall, in the jungles of Papua and the
lava of Rabaul;
In the Isles of Indonesia and the rice fields of
Malay—their names will always be with
yours—forever and for aye.
(An excerpt from the “Fuzzy Wuzzy Angels” with kind
thanks to author, Bert Beros and member Marguerite
Maxwell for his book of poems.)
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MESSAGES FROM MEMBERS

Bob GRIEVES emailed me recently with his tale of misfortune and thanks! He blames it on Covid-19 or
did he break a mirror or perhaps kill a Chinaman?

He decided recently to do some painting in their home and after painting the shower area, wife Daphne,
thought there was a leak, so Bob gets under the house and discovers the bamboo flooring he has stored
(for another project) was wet!! He took the flooring outside and dried them and then decided to move their
motor home to another location so as to store the flooring under it. The motor home didn’t start—flat
battery!
He then checked the solar panels to see what power it was providing only to find out the ‘inverter’ had
‘carked’ it. His troubles did not end there because later, he had to go to the Chemist and when he hopped
in their Suzuki — another flat battery!!! It seemed like over the period the more he tried the more he hit a
brick wall. His driveway was littered with dead vehicles!!
Now for his ‘thanks’! He said the only thing that keeps him sane is the funny etc emails I send to him (and
a lot of others), “keep them coming” he wrote!
(Good on you Bob, hopefully the bad trot has come to an end. We hope this finds you and your family in good health)

—————————————Barry & Heather PERIGO pass on their good wishes to all in our Association. They are coping on
their small farm in Orchard Hills and are grateful for the assistance of their family.
Barry is taking things slowly. He is due for more back surgery in late December.

(It is good to see you both back in your familiar surroundings. I appreciate all your emails and especially the Naval notices you send
because I pass them on to our Navy members—we have three. I hope when you read this you are both in good spirits and the back
surgery successfully relieves the pain in Barry’s back.)

——————————————
Greg BROWN enjoys reading all our news and exchanging emails. One email he sent was about the

tinned foods sold in our big supermarkets, like all brands of tuna. They are mostly canned in Thailand with
no testing for mercury!
He mentioned the food items because it reminded him of the time he visited Canada to see the Calgary
Stampede (an enormous spectacle which included the parade down the main street with Mk 2 Leopard
tanks and chuck wagons etc), and when he bought a cooking needle there! (Greg like to cook)
He uses the needle for marinating hams etc prior to baking. In his marinade he uses a lot of pineapple
juice, as well as clove oil and spices etc etc, and his wife Daphne loves the result.
Another interesting email Greg sent was about a distant Chinese relative, Cornelius Danswan (See page 12
of our SPRING 2020 Issue), in that Cornelius’s mother was Sarah Gimbert (an English immigrant from
Cambridge who arrived in Australia (1852?) with her family) and was reportedly bought by her husband
(Thomas Danswan, (Cornelius’s father) for either a bag of wheat or a parcel of land!
(In trolling through the ancestry web site Greg came across records that showed a 27 year old half-caste
Aboriginal man marrying an 11 year old Aboriginal girl at the Taree (NSW) Police Station in March 1924,
conducted by the Salvation Army. The marriage was annulled three months later.)
Greg said his ancestry shows Chines coolies on one side and convicts on the other with a line of
psychopaths and narcissists down the middle!
Greg’s great great grandfather was William Hunt, a convicted horse thief, owned a small parcel of land at
Narrawilla Creek (near Ulladulla-NSW). He came to an untimely and gruesome death when he attempted to
move his boar away from the food the other pigs were trying to eat. It attacked him and gored him to death
in a matter of minutes. His cries for help were too late for family members to save him.
His death was graphically outlined in the Kiama Independent & Shoalhaven Advertiser on 15th October
1875. He had a large funeral of family and friends at his interment in the Armstrong Forest Catholic
Cemetery in the Yatte Yattah Reserve.
(Thank you Greg for all your very informative emails. How grateful you must be to have found Daphne, a psych nurse and a NUM! I
am writing ‘tongue in cheek’ of course and I am very happy you have each other. I hope when you read this I have not said anything
out of place or embarrassed you. Please keep your emails coming.)

——————————————

Warren BARNES OAM is one of our committee members and he passes on his good wishes to all the
members in our Association.
I have mentioned before that Warren is still active with the Military Museum at the Singleton Army
Barracks as well as his involvement as an Executive Member on the NSW “The Australian Reservist”.
He was hoping to join us at our yearly ‘Mixed” Annual Reunion Luncheon at the Paddo RSL Club in
November but a family Christmas reunion will prevent this.

This did not deter Warren from donating two sets of books, written by the late MAJGEN Gordon Maitland.
The set consists of two books viz; “The Story of Australia’s Flags” (365 pages) and “Honours and Awards
of the Army” (260 pages). These will be raffled at our Annual Luncheon’
(Thank you Warren for your emails of support and your generous donations of Gordon Maitland’s books, they will be well received.
We hope your Christmas family reunion occurs without any pandemic setbacks.)

————————————— ……(Cont. on next page)
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John DAVIES sends his good wishes to all his friends in our Association. He wrote how sad it was to

read of the death of his mate, Peter Thompson. He knew Peter was sick and his thoughts were with Cassie,
Peter’s wife.
John also commented on the passing of Don Melville from Leeton. John had read in a previous newsletter
that Don took ill very suddenly and John was in the process of obtaining Don’s address from me only to
find out it was too late to visit him. John and Moira are about an hour and a half drive from Leeton.
John wrote the RAASC photo I placed in a previous magazine brought back a memory when he wrote that
was when my transport sergeant, Mick Rowley, fell off his Harley motor bike at the Crossroads, Liverpool!
( I thought it was either Bill Clutterbuck or Anthony “Castro” O’Connell who fell (never injured).
In Mick’s case he did have an accident on his Harley.
When we were coming out of Singleton Army Camp, in convoy, and on turning right towards Maitland, the
chain on Mick’s bike broke and down he went! There were no dramas but Mick hurt his arm when he fell. It
could have been much worse!
John also asked for assistance for his uncle Doug’s WW 2 war service. His uncle was in the 2/10th Fd Regt
and was taken POW. He apparently worked on the “Death Railway” before the Japanese shipped a lot of
them back to China to work in the mines and the shipping. They were later loaded onto the “Rayuko Maru”
with other prisoners but the ship was torpedoed by a US Submarine. John’s uncle died on the 12th
September 1944. He was 25 years old. His body is interred in the Labuan War Cemetery in Brunei, Malaysia.
I am presently assisting John to claim his own entitled medal/s.
He wrote to say he has a part-time job delivering auto parts, and is looking forward to a coming visit from
his friends, Nelson and Margaret Fiorentino.

(Thank you john and Moira for keeping me up to date with your well-received emails. I hope all goes well with your health treatments
but it all sounds promising and we all wish you and Moira good health. I wish you a safe and happy Christmas.)

——————————————Dr. Ian PFENNIGWERTH is one of our few most welcome RAN members in our Association. He, and

the other members, are appreciative of the few RAN notices/pamphlets I email to them from time to time.
Ian is a noted Naval historian with many books to his credit. Including his latest book “Bravo Zulu”.
He made comment, via email, that his last warship he served on was in 1992 and since his retirement he
has had some overnight stays in the naval bases. He recalled one time early on, after his retirement, he
headed to the showers in the time-honoured dress of towel and thongs when he heard the happy chatter of
female voices in the shower area! He said he made a hasty retreat for more suitable attire!
How times change.
Ian was pleased with the deliberative outcome from the expert panel that examined new evidence re the
recent (posthumous) awarding of the VC to naval rating Edward Sheean for his heroic actions in 1942
during WW 2.
Ian reminds us of the courageous efforts of the RAN HFV (Helicopter Flight Vietnam). Five of our RAN
members lost their lives in their helicopters during the Vietnam war.
(Ed.note: It should be remembered always that 13,500 RAN Personnel saw Active Service in Vietnam. The HMAS
Sydney made 25 voyagers to Vietnam and its trips involved carrying 16.094 troops, 5,753 tonnes of cargo and
2,375 vehicles. Its first voyage took four days to unload its cargo at Vung Tau. Subsequent voyages took a matter
of hours!
RAN personnel served in Destroyers, Naval Clearance Diving Teams, Logistic Support Force consisting of
Transport and Escort ships, Fleet Air Arm personnel attached to the US Army Assault Helicopter Company, other
personnel served ashore in medical teams and staff duties at the Australian Embassy in Saigon on the ATF HQ in
Nui Dat, and the RAAF’s No 9 Sqn. As well, the RAN Fleet Band did short tours of Vietnam, entertaining troops
during their R & R.
(As an adjunct to Ian’s email and above remarks we must also remember the Malayan Emergency (1948-60),
RAN personnel were part of the Commonwealth Strategic Reserve from 1955 to 1960. They served on the
following 13 HMA ships:- ANZAC, ARUNTA, MELBOURNE, QUADRANT, QUEENBOROUGH, QUIBERON,
QUICKMATCH, SYDNEY, TOBRUK, VAMPIRE, VENDETTA, VOYAGER AND WARRAMUNGA.)
Ian also commented on the email I sent regarding the atomic testing, carried out in Maralinga, 56 Klms N/W
of Ooldea in South Australia’s Great Victorian desert, in the early to mid 1950’s and ‘60’s.
(Many servicemen and other civilians were exposed to the seven tests carried out over a period of time and
not the least being our indigenous brothers and sisters of the Tjarutja tribe living in the vicinity and unable
to be warned. It was reported that 30% of British and Australian servicemen exposed to the blasts died of
cancer! The story of the atomic tests carried out on Australian soil will be the subject in another “Item of
Interest” in one our future magazines).
Ian commented on the email I sent out on “Budapest—Before and After WW 2”. He has visited Budapest
on three occasions and each time became more aware of its history. He said that in the 19th century
Budapest was extensively re-designed and re-built to resemble Paris—with broad elegant boulevards and
plenty of parks and fine buildings, like their Parliament House. He said the British built the Chain Bridge,
and the city now includes several Jewish memorials as well as a very fine Synagogue. A most touching
memorial incorporates piles of suitcases, packed in hope by the poor folk who were bundled off to be
exterminated in Concentration Camps. ……(Cont. on next page)
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There are pairs of shoes on the Budapest side of the Danube wall. The Nazi’s would shoot their victims at
the water’s edge—the river would carry their bodies (and the evidence) away!
There also are reminders of the Hungarian uprising, against the Soviets, in 1956.
Ian recommends a visit to Budapest when the Covid-19 pandemic has passed.
Another email he sent around was about the Chinese “showing off” their naval hardware! Ian said they
have two aircraft carriers and to his
knowledge they have not, as yet, reached
operational status.
The email brought to mind when he was a
Staff Officer on the HMAS Melbourne. They
were part of “EXERCISE RIMPAC”, operating
off Hawaii, and the US naval force was led by
the USS Enterprise, commonly referred to as
“The Big E”.
Ian said before the Exercise concluded, all the ships lined up, in column, 1,000 yards astern of the “Big E”
for the obligatory photo shoot. He said the USS Enterprise was about four times the size HMAS Melbourne
and they could not see the flight deck of the ‘Enterprise’ because she was so tall!
When they were ordered to break away and proceed, Ian wrote... .. “an alert aerial photographer snapped
the moment when the ‘little M’, under hard starboard wheel, and puffing along at her best speed of about 21
knots, peeled off, looking like a flat-decked destroyer alongside the bulk of ‘Enterprise’.
(Ed. Note: Ian ‘lost’ the above treasured photo in the many moves he has undertaken so I have taken the
liberty to show our members one of his many treasured memories.)
(Thank you Ian for your reply emails. I hope you are not offended by my sharing some of them with other members. I hope when you
read this you and your family are safe and in good health)

———————————Dr. Jim ROCHE OAM passes on his good wishes to his friends in our Association and wishes everyone
a Happy and safe Christmas. Jim enjoys reading all our articles. He and Mary recently drove to Mudgee for
a family reunion and in the card he enclosed a photo of his good friend (and our member) Stuart Doyle.
(Thank you Jim for all your support and encouragement. I hope when you read this that you and Mary and family are both good.)

————————————
Ross SMITH is presently in the nursing section of the War Vet’s Village in Narrabeen (Sydney). He is a

wonderful contributor to our Newsletter of his time in the army during WW 2.
He is 97 years young and his hand-writing puts me to shame—it is copperplate and beautifully written.
Ross was ‘called up’ in January 1942 and was tested to be a mechanic. He passed and joined the A.I.F.
He worked on trucks, ‘utes and semi trailers. Ross raced motor cycles before he joined the army. He wrote
that it didn’t take him long to realise that motor cycle repairs were easier than truck repairs so he put in to
be transferred to motor cycle repairing.
Ross said looking back it was not a good move because the Harley Davidsons gave very little trouble which
made much idle time—so he transferred back to truck repairs! And with a good ‘dressing down’ from the
workshop sergeant major.
Ross was in the workshop for about 12 months then four of us were sent to other units to check their
vehicles.
Ross remarked that their workshop captain was old—too old to be sent overseas. He had been in the army
a long time and was a very good tradesman.
After Ross had joined the army he was posted to the Queensland areas, especially Townsville. He was
discharged in April 1946 and then re-entered civvy street to try and adjust to normal life.
Ross enjoys reading all our newsletters and he wishes all our members a safe and Happy Christmas.

(Thank you Ross for all your letters and good wishes. You are a credit and we are fortunate to have you as one of our members. I hope
when you read this you are comfortable and that Jean is in good health. It is sad that you are separated from Jean by your ill health
but thankfully she is not too far from you and able to visit every day. Our prayers are with you and Jean)

————————————Rayda NOBLE sends her good wishes to all the members and her friends in our Association and wishes

them a safe and happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year for 2021.
She contacted me recently to say how much she enjoys reading all the news in our magazine. Her main
problem is dealing with her computer because it has a mind of its own, but she perseveres.
Prior to her health deteriorating over the past few years and before her husband, Alan, passed away, Rayda
played a big part with the “Rats Of Tobruk Association” with her secretarial skills and record-keeping. Her
involvement was spread over 20 or so years. Rayda and her good friend, Glenda Garde, are held in high
esteem with both the ROTA and the “FRIENDS Of ROTA”. (Editor is also a member of the “Friends Of ROTA”).
(Good on you Rayda, it was nice to talk on the phone. I hope when you receive this you are in good health and spirits and your family
are safe.)

———————————
Rhyse VAUGHAN passes on his good wishes to all his friends in our Association and he kindly wrote
the following report on behalf of the OR’s in the Health Company of 5 CSSB. …..(Cont. on next page)
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“I will be posting out of 5 CSSB to a different formation next year. Newly promoted Corporal Nadia Varde will
be able to assist you through next year in keeping contact with the soldiers and abreast of news in
conjunction with your Coy updates from the OC.
5 CSSB will have a new Commanding Officer and RSM, I will leave that to the OC to brief to you as part of
his Coy report.
OC 2021- MAJ Glenn Sisson
A/ 2IC-CAPT Raymond Yeow
CSM 2021- WO1 Peter Sheehy
ORs Report “The tempo of 2020 has continued in the last quarter, and recognition for efforts has resulted in
the following promotions Sergeant: Ian Spurway, Robert Calder. Corporal: Nadia Varde, Mitch Pickett, Glenn
East, Matthew Smith, Emily Houston. LCPL: Derek Archer. Congratulations to PTE Xain Pike who became a
new father, and CPL Rene Bos who got married in a lovely ceremony on the South Coast. We farewelled PTE
Cantle who is taking time to complete her university study and PTE Luu, Blanch and Macredie who will all be
pursuing other endeavours.
”Hopefully I will see you on ANZAC Day in 2021”.
Warm Regards, CPL Rhyse Vaughan, Intensive Care Paramedic, A/Trg Sgt 5 Health Coy

Tomas HAMILTON wishes all his friends in our Association a happy and safe Christmas. He kindly

sends me (and others) his thoughtful and evocative poems and I thank him for allowing us to enjoy more
of his handiwork in the two below poems he sent me this year.
THE EBBING TIDE

The blood that flowed, on the Western Front, has long since ebbed its’ tide
The dust of those who bravely fell, now part of our nation’s pride
Sixty thousand Australian souls, cut down in their prime
Frozen in eternity, by a poet’s rhyme
Ringer, clerk or banker, soldiers with one cause
Standing against tyranny, in the war to end all wars
When the bells of peace rang out, if they only knew
As great a threat would soon descend, the scourge of Spanish Flu
Patriotism the banner, to blindly march behind
For glory of an empire, the tragic threads that bind
Marching into battle, when the chips were down
The deadly fee to be paid, for a king or Kaiser’s crown
The guns may now lie silent, where poppies grow in peace
Will mankind ever learn? Will hatred ever cease ?
For there will still be future wars, politicians will announce
And youth will leave our shores again, for lands they can’t pronounce
Ours is not to wonder, over what we cannot change
The brutal facts of history, we cannot rearrange
Just one minute’s silence, hardly a reward
A generation sacrificed, for reasons clearly flawed.
—————————

His other poem, on the next page, relates to the disappearance and locating of the “Missing in Action” of
two RAAF pilots during the Vietnam war.
Pilot Officer Robert Culver and Flying Officer Michael Herbert, (both from No 2 Sqn Williamtown (NSW))
were on a bombing mission on the evening of the 3rd November 1970. They were experienced pilots and
were flying an English Electra Canberra Bomber—named “Magpie 91”. After dropping its bombs near Da
Nang they were never heard of again. The air search was called off after three days and both pilots were
listed as “M.I.A.”
On the 21st April 2009, a dedicated search team located the wreckage in thick jungle. It was in a remote
and sparsely populated area of the Quang Nam Province—near the Laotian border.
On August 3rd 2009, the remains of Michael and Robert were brought back home, via an RAAF C130, to
Richmond (NSW) Air Base.
On the 3rd November 2020, on the 50th Anniversary, No 2 Sqn. Williamtown (NSW) conducted a “Fly Past”.
The Air Force Association is grateful for the RAAF’s support.
Tomas is battling health issues and I marvel at the poems he sends me. His wife, Betty, is his great
support. They are a good team.

(Thank you again Tomas for your wonderful poems. I know you are battling some health issues and I hope that when you read this
you are in a good place. We all very much appreciate your and Betty’s efforts,) ….(POEM Cont. on next page
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WORDS
(with kind thanks to author Bert Beros’s “Fuzzy Wuzzy Angels” and member, Marguerite Maxwell)
It was dedicated to Bert’s ‘one time Major (now Brigadier) Irwin.
Major Irwin started language courses for us —French and Arabic—but the Japs coming into the war put an end to it!

Snow is on Lebanon’s heights,
It is a wintry clime,
So we have taken a language course
To while away the time;
(Cont. on next page)

Mars selemi means “Good-Bye”,
Siheeda -”How do you do”;

There are other words we should not know,
Which are so easy, too.
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Nelson FIORENTINO sends his good wishes to all his friends in our Association. He and wife,

Margaret, recently took a road trip to Young and stopped at Wagga to rekindle his friendship with our
member, John Davies and his wife, Moira.

Nelson said the weather was glorious and the added surprise was meeting up with his old bus driving mate
from West Bus, Graham Burfoot, and his wife, Lyn and their son Ethan.
Nelson said military is in all our blood. Nelson and John both served with 5 Field Ambulance and Graham
has done two tours of duty. He was a Warrant Officer.
Nelson kindly sent me the above photos which show he and John in the first one Nelson and Margaret in
the second and Graham and Lyn and their son, Ethan, John and Moira are together on the right.
Nelson remarked that the visit was not long enough and was over too soon.

(Thank you Nelson for your email and the photos. It is always nice to be among friends. I hope when you read this that you are all well
and that goes for John, Moira and Graham and his family.)

————————————

Bryan LINDSAY kindly sent me a Christmas card and enclosed this photo. He had visited his daughter

and her husband (Adriana and Geoff) in their home down on the southern
highlands of NSW and took the chance to also visit the Rocky Hill War
Memorial in Goulburn, where he spotted the photo.
(I had to ‘edit’ the photo because the words were too small to read, but it
was taken on 19/20 September 1917 in a Field Dressing Station in
Flanders, West Vlaanderen, Ypres, Belgium. I hope it appears ok)

Some of the wounded were identified, E.G. 4186 Pte Albert DOUST (5 Fd
Amb. shown in the left foreground writing on pad). 2807 Basil BARWICK
(5 Fd Amb partially obscured by Doust), Sgt C.W. SMITH (extreme right
background standing up), F McCAFFREY (standing right foreground
bandaging a patient’s left arm), 3109A? Pte Herbert HUNTER (centre, seated behind the man with the sling
he was with the 5th Pioneer Bn, a farmer from Wagin, WA. He was killed in action on the 30th July 1918.)
The unidentified man with the sling is likely to be suffering from shell-shock; a term coined in WW 1 by
British psychologist, Charles Samuel Myers, to describe a type of PTSD. A common symptom is the blank,
unfocused gaze of soldiers who have become emotionally detached from the horrors around them.
Bryan ended his message saying he has his other daughter and her husband (Rachel and Tim Oakey) and
their two children in Ireland and he said they are all OK at this stage.
(Thank you Bryan, for your card and photo. We hope when you read this you and your family are all good and your family in Ireland
are also safe.)

———————————————
Prof. John OVERTON AM : An article was sent to me from Paul Fookes (via Stu’ Jones) which

epitomises family values. The article consisted of seven pages with
family photos and were the words and thoughts of the Channel 9
(Sydney) Evening News Presenter, Peter, his son.
(If any member has a computer and would like me to ‘forward’ this
article to them, it would be my privilege.)
John and Charlotte have four children, two boys (Peter and Duncan)
and two girls (Annette and Rebecca). (Photo shows Peter, John and Duncan)
Charlotte is now back home after a lengthy stint in re-hab. due to a
nasty fall some months ago and John has recovered from a recent
operation.
John passes on his good wishes to all his friends in our Association
and trusts all have a safe and happy Christmas.

(I thank Paul for sending me the article on John and pass on our good wishes to both John and Charlotte and their family as they
support each other through their individual recouperations.)

————————————————————————————————
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STORY-THE COLOURED MARBLES
I was at the corner grocery store buying some early potatoes and I noticed a small boy, delicate of bone
and feature, ragged but clean, hungrily apprising a basket of freshly picked green peas. ;
I paid for my potatoes but was also drawn to the display of fresh green peas. I am a pushover for creamed
peas and new potatoes. ;
Pondering the peas, I couldn't help overhearing the conversation between Mr. Miller (the store owner) and
the ragged boy next to me. ;
'Hello Barry, how are you today?';
'H'lo, Mr. Miller. Fine, thank ya. Just admirin' them peas. They sure look good' ;
'They are good, Barry. How's your Ma?'
'Fine. Gittin' stronger all the time.'
'Good. Anything I can help you with?'
'No, Sir. Just admirin' them peas.'
'Would you like to take some home?' asked Mr. Miller.
;'No, Sir. Got nuthin' to pay for 'em with.'
'Well, what have you to trade me for some of those peas?'
;'All I got's my prize marble here.'
;'Is that right? Let me see it', said Miller.
;'Here 'tis. She's a dandy.'
;'I can see that. Hmm mmm, only thing is this one is blue and I sort of go for red.
Do you have a red one like this at home?' the store owner asked.
;'Not zackley but almost.' ;
Mr. Miller told the boy 'Tell you what. Take this sack of peas home with you and next trip this way let me
look at that red marble'..
;'Sure will. Thanks Mr. Miller.'
Mrs. Miller, who had been standing nearby, came over to help me. With a smile she said, 'There are two
other boys like him in our community, all three are in very poor circumstances. Jim just loves to bargain
with them for peas, apples, tomatoes, or whatever.
When they come back with their red marbles, and they always do, he decides he doesn't like red after all
and he sends them home with a bag of produce for a green marble or an orange one, when they come on
their next trip to the store.'
I left the store smiling to myself, impressed with this man. A short time later I moved to Colorado, but I
never forgot the story of this man, the boys, and their bartering for marbles. ;
Several years went by, each more rapid than the previous one.
Just recently I had occasion to visit some old friends in that Idaho community and while I was there learned
that Mr. Miller had died.
They were having his visitation that evening and knowing my friends wanted to go, I agreed to accompany
them.
Upon arrival at the mortuary we fell into line to meet the relatives of the deceased and to offer whatever
words of comfort we could.;
Ahead of us in line were three young men. One was in an army uniform and the other two wore nice
haircuts, dark suits and white shirts. All very professional looking.
They approached Mrs. Miller, standing composed and smiling by her husband's casket. ;
Each of the young men hugged her, kissed her on the cheek, spoke briefly with her and moved on to the
casket.
Her misty light blue eyes followed them as, one by one; each young man stopped briefly and placed his
own warm hand over the cold pale hand in the casket. Each left the mortuary awkwardly, wiping his eyes. ;
Our turn came to meet Mrs. Miller. I told her who I was and reminded her of the story from those many years
ago and what she had told me about her husband's bartering for marbles. With her eyes glistening, she
took my hand and led me to the casket. ;
'Those three young men who just left were the boys I told you about. They just told me how they
appreciated the things Jim 'traded' them.
Now, at last, when Jim could not change his mind about colour or size.... they came to pay their debt.' ; ;
'We've never had a great deal of the wealth of this world,' she confided, 'but right now, Jim would consider
himself the richest man in Idaho ...' ;
With loving gentleness she lifted the lifeless fingers of her deceased husband and resting underneath were
three exquisitely shined red marbles.
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BATTLE FOR AUSTRALIA (Summary)
A beautiful Spring morning in Martin Place in Sydney, on Wednesday 2nd, saw a restricted number of 53
attendees allowed to be present and seated, due to the Covid-19 pandemic.
The MC was Dr. Darren Mitchell and he did a wonderful job.
The Guest of Honour was our State Governor, Her Excellency the Honourable Margaret Beazley AC QC and
her husband, Mr, Dennis Wilson.
Her Excellency presented a wonderful speech and after the Ceremony she allowed me to obtain a copy,
which I have printed herein. Our Association thanks her for her contribution to this never-to-be-forgotten
annual Ceremony.
I thank our committee member (who is also our ASM), Fred Bell, for accompanying myself at the
Ceremony. Our President, Derek Cannon, was unable to attend due to a last minute dental appointment for
his wife, Edna.
I might add that two old tally clerk mates from my working days on the Sydney waterfront, Brian Jessop
and Fred Mooney were also present. They come each year but this year they had to be behind a barrier.
We had another member, Eileen Henderson OAM, also present and she represented her RAANC
Association.
Fred and I had the honour to be called up to the Cenotaph to lay a sprig of wattle in remembrance.

OUR STATE GOVERNOR’S BFA ADDRESS
“I pay my respects to the traditional owners of the land on which we gather, the Gadigal people, and to all
men and women who have served our nation.
Today’s commemoration of the Battle for Australia is recent in our commemorative history, but singularly
important, bringing to mind the critical war period for Australia between 1942 and 1945 which came to
define Australia’s international and regional relationships in the aftermath of the war.
That period, 1942-1945, brought a significant change in Australia’s war effort. In 1939, when then Prime
Minister Robert Menzies announced that Australia was at war it was because Great Britain had declared war
upon [Germany], and that, as a result, Australia was also at war". That was a commitment to the war that
was being waged in Europe.
With Italy coming into the war on the side of Germany, Australian troops also became engaged in Europe,
the Mediterranean and in North Africa when, on 8 December 1941, Prime Minister Curtin announced in a
broadcast to the nation:
“Men and women of Australia, We are at war with Japan … My appeal to you is in the name of Australia, for
Australia is the stake in this conflict.”
Prime Minister Curtin had chosen his words carefully. This was a distinct and different war. As he told the
nation a few weeks later:
“The war with Japan is not a phase of the struggle with the Axis powers but is a new war.”
Curtin knew that it was necessary for Australia to go on a war footing. He warned that the following year
would be “a year of immense change in Australian life”.
The Battle for Australia meant that Australia’s unswerving assistance to the war effort overseas had to take
on an independent pivot; Curtin recognising that the new Pacific struggle was primarily one in which the
United States and Australia must have the fullest say in the direction of the democracies’ fighting plan.”
When Singapore fell on 16th February 1942, Prime Minister Curtin described it as “Australia’s
Dunkirk” which, he said “opens the Battle for Australia”, the first occasion that that phrase was used.
Three days later, Darwin was bombed with the loss of 270 lives and the war against Japan was Australia’s
reality for the next 3 1/2 years. There were Japanese raids on our home soil and in our waters including on
the night of 31 May – 1 June 1942, with the incursions of midget subs into Sydney Harbour with the loss of
21 sailors from HMAS Kuttabul. There was the Battle of the Coral Sea. Australian forces were fighting in
Papua, New Guinea and Bougainville, in gruelling conditions including in the Kokoda campaign, and the
Battles of Buna-Gona, until the Japanese surrender in August 1945, bringing to a sad but grateful end the
‘hard slog’ of the Bougainville campaign. There are different views as to whether the fear that Japan
intended to invade Australia was reasonable.
That is not the point now, and although historical accuracy is important, it was certainly not the point
then. As Dr Karl James, a military historian from the Australian War Memorial, has commented:
(Cont on next page)
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“Japanese intentions, of course, were not known to either American or Australian military commanders nor
to the general public at the time. For most Australians, the threat of a Japanese invasion was real and
imminent.”
Indeed, in 1942, it would have been a dangerous game for Australians to second-guess the mind of an
enemy.
The first Wednesday in September, the date chosen to commemorate the Battle for Australia marks the
Battle of Milne Bay, fought from 25 August to 7 September 1942, which was the first land victory over the
Japanese.
Victory in Milne Bay was a critical turning point in the Pacific War.
A combined operation of Australian and US forces, Army and Airforce, this victory enabled the
establishment of an Allied base, causing the Japanese, for the first time, to abandon their strategic objective
of capturing Port Moresby.
In honouring our men and women who served across Navy, Army and Air Force, we also honour those who
were vital links in their survival - the coastwatchers, nurses and medical and ambulance corps. We give
thanks to our Allies and friends and Pacific neighbours who fought and served alongside us. From this
Pacific War, we enjoy a depth and warmth of relationship that continues today.
Let us also remember those who constituted our home front – the science and industry sector who were
charged with munitions-making, and women who performed critical labour in these factories and in
shipbuilding, in industry, and on the land.
In thanking the Battle for Australia Association for its organisation of this important Commemoration
Service, we remember those we fought against. In the value we place on each human life, we give
commemoration its moral significance.
LEST WE FORGET
STORY —“A HELL OF A WAY TO GET YOUR NAME ON A BRIDGE”
(With kind thanks to member, Tomas Hamilton)

In the town where I once lived they built a bridge. They named that bridge the Private Ziggy Trzecinski Bridge.
Private Ziggy Trzecinski was killed in Vietnam. That’s a hell of a way to get your name on a bridge.
On April 25th 1979, in the autumn chill of an ANZAC dawn, I laid a wreath in Ziggy’s memory at the National War
Memorial in Canberra.
As I stepped back to make my salute I felt a small hand forage for warmth up the sleeve of my uniform jacket and as
I gazed down into the dark eyes of Catherine, my eight year old daughter, I thought: “ Sure I wasn’t much older than
you when Ziggy and I first met.”
We were a gang of migrant kids. Our parents arrived on these shores with nothing but their dreams. Our teacher,
Miss Watts, said our parents were very wise because you brought nothing into this world and you took nothing out.
Everything else was gift from God.
Miss Watts named our gang the Screaming Eagles – the money- saving crew-cuts our parents gave us reminded her
of the World War Two paratroopers.
Miss Watts had wanted to be a nun, but Miss Watts had an illness. Miss Watts didn’t want anyone to know she was
sick so she only took her medicine when she thought no-one was watching. Miss Watts took so much medicine that
she kept it in a sherry bottle.
When week went by, Miss Watts had not been to school for several days we decided to pay her a visit. We didn’t
have any money for a get-well gift but Ziggy said if everything was a gift from God that must include the flowers in the
Bishop’s garden. So that afternoon we availed ourselves to the largest bunch of flowers we could carry on our
bicycles and set off on the 15klms to Miss Watt’s house.
Miss Watts was very sick, there were four empty sherry flagons on the lounge room floor. When she saw the flowers
she cried and said she was going to put them on the altar on Sunday. As the bishop’s gardener was also the church
warden we told her that might not be such a good idea. She said we shouldn’t have ridden all that way and Ziggy
said. “The journey was part of the gift.”
Years later I would remember those words. It was 1968 and Australia was at war in South East Asia. The Screaming
Eagles had all joined the defence forces. Ziggy joined the army, Toot joined the navy and Les and I joined the air
force.
(Cont. on next page)
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On Saturday morning I would hitch-hike to the home town of my future wife. In the afternoon I would hitch-hike
back to base. It was a round trip of 640 kilometres. We would meet secretly at the local shops because her mother
did not approve of me. How’s that for military precision, as there were no emails or mobile phones in those days.
But while I pledged my life to the one I loved on the streets of Tamworth, Ziggy gave his life in South Vietnam for
the country he loved.
They brought Ziggy home and we buried our eagle without fanfare, for in those days a nation sent its young men
and women to war and when they returned they abused them and daubed them with red paint, although not a
Vietnam Veteran a woman called me a “baby burner”. I was seventeen.
As a child I would rise on an ANZAC dawn to watch ageing men march to the sound of a muffled drum and the
people said they loved their country. Now each ANZAC dawn as I march to the same sombre beat I ask if we love
our country any less?
The night we buried Ziggy, the Screaming Eagles met in the local RSL club and an old man said how strange it
was that the only local lad to be killed in Vietnam was not even born in Australia. We told him that none of us were
born here either, but what was strange was that 25 years before our fathers were fighting each other. You see
before you can commit your love to the future you have to absolve the hate of the past.
But Ziggy did receive his hero’s return. 1987 Australia finally welcomed home the men and women she had sent to
war two decades before and as Ziggy’s brother, Bernard, watched the 504 flag bearers march past, each one
representing an Australian life lost in Vietnam, he froze in disbelief, because there carrying his own flag was Ziggy
and he hadn’t aged one day in nearly twenty years.
Bernard burst though the barricades calling his brother’s name and the two men embraced and marched together.
Many saw that as a gift, because Bernard had been crippled with polio since he was a child. But the greatest gift
was given twenty years before when Ziggy came home on R&R and married his fiancée Charleen and that night
Ziggy Jr was conceived and two decades later he carried his father’s flag in the Vietnam Veterans Welcome Home
Parade.
Sometimes in the autumn chill of an ANZAC dawn I remember those days; you see love is an immortal gift, for if
you love someone or something and it dies your love will sustain the memory.
In 1991 Catherine, the little girl who had stood beside me that Anzac dawn so many years before, joined the air
force. One day as she was driving to a base in Queensland she passed through the town where I once lived.
In the town of Maitland, NSW, they built a bridge and they named that bridge the Private Ziggy Trzecinski Bridge.
As my daughter drove onto the bridge one of her friends asked. “Who was Private Ziggy Trzecinski?” My daughter
replied. “He was a friend of my dad and Private Ziggy Trzecinski died in Vietnam”, and her friend replied. “Well,
that’s a hell of a way to get your name on a bridge!”
POEM ”New

Chums”

THE HUNGRY AND THE WORLD’S OPPRESSED, WE WERE THEIR SONS AND DAUGHTERS
TRAVELLING TO THIS LAND OF HOPE, FROM WARTIME’S TROUBLED WATERS
THE FLAG THAT WAS TO GREET US, TO MANY WAS UNKNOWN
BUT THROUGH OUR PARENTS SWEAT AND TEARS, THAT FLAG BECAME OUR OWN
STRANGERS ON A STRANGER SHORE, WE KNEW WHAT WAS IN STORE
WOGS AND DAGOES, KRAUTS AND BALTS, THE LABELS THAT WE WORE
YET IN SPITE OF PREJUDICE, OUR SPIRITS DID NOT YIELD
IN CLASSROOMS AND ARENAS, WE EXCELLED IN EVERY FIELD
WE WATCHED THE OLD MEN STRIDING, EACH YEAR IN THEIR PARADE
THEN PLAY SOLDIERS WITH OUR CLASSMATES, IN SOME HARMLESS CHARADE
WE KNEW THE NAMES OF HEROES REVERED IN OUR NEW HOME
WHO PAID THE PRICE OF FREEDOM, WHEN THEY FELL ACROSS THE FOAM
WE FOLLOWED IN THE FOOTSTEPS, OF THOSE WHO’D GONE BEFORE
SELDOM ASKING QUESTIONS, IN SOME FOREIGN WAR
WE ALL STOOD TOGETHER AND FACED THE NATION’S SCORN
STARING DOWN THE INSULTS , BESIDE THE NATIVE BORN
SEVERAL DECADES LATER, OUR CHILDREN SERVED AS WELL
IN DIFFERENT WARS AND CAUSES, TO THE SAME GATES OF HELL
THE ENSIGN ON THE CASKET, CARED NOT FOR PLACE OF BIRTH
WHEN YOU WEAR THE NATION’S UNIFORM, AS YOU LAY BENEATH IT’S EARTH
SO WHEN YOU STOP AND PONDER, OVER NAMES ON MARBLE STONES
TAKE THE TIME TO REALISE, THEY ARE NOT ALL SMITHS AND JONES
FOR THOSE WHO FELL ALONG THE WAY ,BY WARTIMES TRAGIC ROAD
FOREVER TO BE REMEMBERED, DURING BINYONS SOMBRE ODE

(Sincere thanks to member, Tomas Hamilton-Sept 2019)
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THE STORY OF LENNIE & “GINGER MICK”
(with kind thanks to member, Bill Laidlaw)

Lennie Gwyther was the eldest of four siblings of Leo and Clara Gwyther and he grew up on their family
farm “Flers” outside the township of Leongatha in Victoria.
In 1932, when he was nine years old, he had to take on the responsibility of ’looking after’ their farm when
his dad had a working accident and broke his leg. This saw Lennie ploughing 24 fields.
As he worked the farm, Lennie had one desire and that was to see the opening of the Sydney Harbour
Bridge! As a reward for the work he did on the farm his parents allowed him to make his way to Sydney on
his horse “Ginger Mick”.
“Ginger Mick” was a gift from his grandfather when Lennie was two years old and Lennie’s dad named the
horse “Ginger Mick” because it came from a character in a book that his dad liked called “The Ballad of
Ginger Mick” by C.J.Dennis.
Lennie and “Ginger Mick” set off on their quest on the 3rd February 1932. It was to be a 1,000 klm journey
yet his parents were confident their boy would prevail. He had a haversack which carried spare clothes, a
toothbrush, pyjamas, a map and a water bottle.
As his epic journey took place, news spread all along the route. This nine year old boy caught the
imagination of the country. He was the subject of meeting many prominent people like meeting and having
afternoon tea at Parliament House with our then Prime Minister, Joseph Lyons, and in Sydney he met the
Lord Mayor, Sir Samuel Walder. He also visited Bondi Beach and the Taronga Zoo where he rode an
elephant!
On the 19th March 1932 Lennie and “Ginger Mick” participated in the Royal Easter Show and paraded
across the Sydney Harbour Bridge at its opening. When he arrived in Martin Place he was escorted by 25
Mounted Police and cheered on by about 10,000 people in attendance. He was met by the chairman of the
Royal Agricultural Society, Colonel Somerville. Lennie was astride “Ginger Mick” and was wearing khaki
breeches, boots and leggings and a thick coat. He was also carrying a cloth sun hat in his hands.
A few days later, on the 21st March, he met Don Bradman who presented Lennie with a signed cricket bat
from him.
He was welcomed home at Leongatha, by 800 citizens, and he delivered a return letter from Sydney’s Lord
Mayor to the President of the Woorayl Shire Council.
Years later Lennie joined the AIF when WW 2 broke out and he served in the Morotai Islands (Lennie’s dad
was a Captain and had served in WW 1).
He later married and had a daughter and a granddaughter. After the war Lennie worked for General Motors
Holden. He was an engineer at their Fishermans Bend plant in Victoria.
“Ginger Mick” died in 1949 and was buried on the farm. Lennie died of cancer in 1992. He was 70 years of
age.
Lennie Gwyther is recorded in the Guild’s Records “As the youngest known person to make a solo
equestrian journey”. In Leongatha (Vic), Gwyther Siding Road is named after him. In January 2015, Bob
Newton, a former south Gippsland Shire councillor and Lord Mayor, recognised the achievement of Lennie
Gwyther and organised money to be raised for a statue to commemorate Lennie’s journey. A statue of
Lennie Gwyther and “Ginger Mick” is situated next to a public rest stop at 8 Anderson Street, Leongatha
(Vic). A plaque on the statue reads:-

LENNIE GWYTHER & HIS PONY GINGER MICK
On the morning of February 3rd, 1932, at the tender age of nine, Lennie Gwyther set out on his beloved pony Ginger Mick
from his home farm "Flers" just south of Leongatha to ride 1000 kms to Sydney to be present at the opening of the newly
constructed Sydney Harbour Bridge. Neither weather nor bushfires dampened Len’s resolution to be present at the opening
ceremony of the Bridge (then the longest single span bridge in the world.) Lennie’s parents Capt. Leo and Clare Gwyther,
had allowed Lennie to make this monumental journey as a reward for his work running the family farm for some months
when Leo was incapacitated due to a major work accident. Lennie carried a letter from the Woorayal Shire President to the
Lord Mayor of Sydney. When passing through Canberra Prime Minister Joseph Lyons, himself a Tasmanian farmer, shook
Lennie’s hand and wished him well. News of the boy and pony preceded them until all Australia could read of their progress.
Even the London Times recorded the determination of Lennie to follow his dream. Stirred by the courage of the young boy
from South Gippsland people were moved to come to roadsides to wave and wish him ‘Godspeed’. Honoured by an
invitation to partake in the official opening parade, Len must have wondered why all the fuss, being a quiet retiring
youngster. The Gwyther family sincerely thank the people of Leongatha district, assisted by the Leongatha Chamber of
Commerce and many other local groups for this tribute to one of their own.
This Statue was proudly unveiled by members of the Gwyther Family on 14th October 2017.
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Continuing PART 3 (from 29th January 1915) of the WW 1 Diary of 2870 WO 1 Kenneth Evans PRICE
Enlisted 5 Field Ambulance 9-6-1915
Discharge Australian Army Pay Corps 23-8-1919
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Hand-written notes and rough map included in Ken’s diaries

(Cont. on next page)
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Part 4 (from 11th March 1916) to be continued in our AUTUMN Issue—ANZAC Day Newsletter 2021)
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ITEMS OF INTEREST

(1) BOOKS, MAGAZINES, ETC (With kind thanks from our Govt, Army Newspaper, Wikipedia and members/friends)
(i) Tobruk House News (Aug, Oct, Dec)————————————————————————————-——(Courtesy, Glenda Garde)
(ii) FRONTLINE—1st/2nd 19th Bn Assn (Dec, Incl. President’s report (2 pages) Sept.)——–-———(Courtesy, Bob Pink OAM)
(iii) Reveille (Oct issue)—————————————————————————————(courtesy, Alan Curry OAM)
(iv) Naval Health Newsletter (Sept)————————————————————————————————-(courtesy, Barry Perigo)
(v) Defence Force Welfare Association N’letter (Oct)——————————————————————-(courtesy, Paul Fookes)

___________________________
(2) THE INTERNET AND 5 G: (With thanks to my neighbour, Leon Fitzgerald)

To those of us who use a computer, Covid-19 has had a tremendous effect on the internet! There are more
of us who use the internet than not. As of July 2020, 59% of the world use the internet.
Because of the pandemic Telstra removed the data caps on users of the NBN (National Broadband Network) and
this enabled the ISP’s (Internet Service Providers) to expand their network capacity.
Internet traffic is growing at 25% each year and we could be facing a capacity crunch in the near future as
high-speed 5G wireless connection, self-driving vehicles and the internet of things put more stress on our
networks.
It appears that a fingernail-sized chip has been developed that can transmit data at an enormous 40tbs
(terabit per second—one terabit = one trillion bits).

As an example, one terabit can do one of the following:- Send/Receive 40,000 Emails, Stream 8,500 hours of
music, “Surf” the internet for 2,000 hours, Gaming for 16,500 hours, Stream Hi-Definition videos for 350
hours, Post to Social Media for 5,600 hours.
The internet runs on light. Optical fibres for our communications have been with us since the 1980’s. The
fibres that link the world carry light signals and can transmit light with a huge range of wavelengths.
Information is sent using different infrared colours of light, a bunch of colours can be added together, send
the combined signal through a single optical fibre, then split it back again to the original colours at the
other end!
The NBN should be fully finished by 2022 at a cost of $50 Billion.

—————————————————(3) ADF’S CURRENT INTERNATIONAL “OPERATIONS”:

“ACCORDIAN” is the ADF’s support to the sustainment of ADF operations, enable contingency planning
and enhance regional relationships in the MER (Middle East Region). A number of units are involved with a total
of 600 personnel (includes elements of the RAAF), ‘Accordian’ also supports ‘Highroad’, ‘Manitou’ and
‘Okra’.
*************************************
“ASLAN” is the ADF’s support to the United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS). 20 Personnel are
deployed for between six to nine months and are chosen from our three services, along with other
government agencies. They are not deployed in combat roles.
Our ADF has had a presence here since 2011 when the Republic of South Sudan was announced in July of
2011, making it the newest country in the world.
UNMISS was established to support the new Republic.
When violence broke out in the capital, Juba, in late 2015, the UN Security Council approved a temporary
increase of troop numbers from 7,000 to 12, 500 and police strength from 600 to 1,323.
The conflicts in South Sudan has seen tens of thousands killed , hundreds of thousands flee the country
and millions displaced inside the country.
***********************************
“HIGHROAD” Is the ADF’s commitment to Afghanistan since 2015. It involves a Task Group of about 250
personnel from the three services, including Defence civilians. The HQ (about 40 personnel) is based in
Kabul at the Hamid Kazai International Airport, they coordinate Admin, Comms and Logistics for all
members on deployment to Afghanistan.
(‘Highroad’ replaced Operation “Slipper”, which ceased in 2014. ‘Slipper’ has been Australia’s longest war (2001-2014) since the
Vietnam war. Australia lost 41 killed and 249 injured (includes two sailors. A coalition of over 40 countries, including all NATO
members, formed the International Security Force (ISAF).

*********************************
“MANITOU” About 220 personnel are involved. Since 1990 our RAN has conducted maritime security
operations in the MER, which is strategically important to Australia’s economic and trade interests. It is
under the command of Joint Task Force 633 (this is Australia’s HQ in the MER).
The RAN routinely sends a fleet unit — in 2020 it is HMAS Toowoomba with her crew of 177.
************************************
“MAZURKA” involves about 27 personnel. It is the ADF’s contribution to the Multi-National Force and
Observers (MFO).
It is a Peace-Keeping force based in the Sinai Peninsula and they oversee the terms of the Israel/Egypt
Peace Agreement (signed in 1997).
The MFO operate from two secure bases. One in North Camp (located in El Gorah) and the other in South
Camp (located at Sham el-Sheikh—Australians predominately operate from here).
(Cont. on next page)
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Australia was an original contributor to the MFO with a joint Australian and New Zealand rotary wing
squadron deployed in 1981.
1,200 personnel have deployed on ‘Mazurka’, usually with a six month posting—some rotate every three
months.
*******************************
“OKRA” is part of Joint Task Force 633. It is our ADF’s contribution to the international effort to combat
DAESH (known as ISIL—Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant),
About 160 personnel are deployed to the Middle East. This includes personnel in the Australian/New
Zealand-led Task Group Taji, the Special Ops Task Group (SOTG) and personnel involved in the combined
JTF operation—”Inherent Resolve” (a US Military Operation).
“Okra” commenced in 2014 to combat ISIL threats in Iraq. In April 2015 Task Group Taji (an Australian
Army Training Team) was deployed to assist with the training of the Iraqi Regular Security Forces as part
of JTF 633.
In September 2015, airstrikes were extended to Syria for a short period before ceasing.
In 2018 our RAAF commitment has been reduced to a KC-30A (a Multi-Role transport tanker-it is a modified Airbus A330 designed to conduct air to air refuelling and provide strategic airlifts. It can carry 270 passengers, and storage for 34,000kgs of
military and civilian cargoes on pallets or in containers) and a Wedgetail E-7A (a ten man crew can provide air control from the
sky. It can cover 4,000,000 sq klms during a 10-hour mission. It can track air and sea targets simultaneously)

**************************************
“PALADIN” is Australia’s contribution to the United Nations Truce Supervision Organisation (UNTSO).
About 14 personnel are involved. UNTSO was established in 1948 to supervise the truce involving Egypt,
Israel, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan and the Arab Republic.
Australia has had an involvement since 1956. Personnel are engaged in a variety of roles including staff
officers at UNTSO HQ in Jerusalem and military observers throughout the region.
**************************************
“RESOLUTE” began in July 2006 and involves approx. 600 Personnel and it consolidates a number of
previous ‘Operations’.
It is the patrolling of Australia's Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). It is commanded by the joint military and
civilian Border Protection Command. Our ADF contribute with RAN and RAAF and Regional Force
Surveillance Units, as required.
Our EEZ covers about 10% of the world’s surface. It was declared in August 1994 and extends from 12
nautical miles to 200 nautical miles from our coastline and our external territories (except where a maritime
delineation agreement exists with another State). Australia has the third largest EEZ (behind France and
the US), Our EEZ actually exceeds our land territory. The below is our EEZ:Heard and McDonald Islands (410,722 sq klms), Christmas Island (463,371 sq klms), Cocos Island (325,021
sq klms), Norfolk Island (428,618 sq klms), Macquarie Island (471,837 sq klms), Australian Mainland,
Tasmania and minor islands (6,048,681 sq klms) and Australia’s Antarctic Territory (2,000,000 sq klms)
*************************************

(4) MONEY LAUNDERING:

Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, UK and US are known as the “Group of 7”. They are the largest IMF
advanced economies in the world. In 1989 they funded an international organisation called the Financial
Action Task Force (FATF) to develop policies to combat money laundering.
The UN office of Drugs and Crime estimated that in one year the amount of money laundered was
estimated to be between 2%-5% of global GDP (about $2 trillion in US currency).
Money laundering is the illegal process of concealing the origins of money obtained illegally by passing it
through a complex sequence of banking transfers or commercial transactions. The overall scheme of this
process returns the ‘clean’ money to the launderer in an obscure and indirect way.
Money obtained from certain crimes, such as extortion, insider trading, drug trafficking and illegal
gambling is “dirty” and needs to be “cleaned” to appear to have been derived from legal activities so that
banks and other financial institutions will deal without suspicion.
Three steps are necessary:PLACEMENT– introducing cash into the financial system by some means.
LAYERING– carrying out complex financial transactions to “camouflage” the illegal source of the cash.
INTEGRATION– acquiring the wealth.
The Australian Transaction Reports and Analysis Centre (AUSTRAC) was established in 1989. It is
Australia’s financial intelligence unit, set up to combat money laundering and terror financing. It requires
every provider of designated services in Australia to report to it every suspicious cash or other transaction
and other specific information. The Attorney-General’s Dept. maintains a list of outlaw terror organisations.
It is an offence to open a bank account in Australia in a false name and rigorous procedures must be
followed when new bank accounts are opened!
(Cont. on next page)
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(5) COVID-19 — THE ADF’S INVOLVEMENT:

Over 2,200 ADF reservists were directly involved during the first ten weeks of the Covid-19 pandemic. The
expanded contribution was in support of the whole of government action to address the impact of the
pandemic. This figure is almost half the total of Navy, Army and Airforce personnel assigned to JTF 629.
The support included involvement in Liaison, Planning, Logistics, Quarantine Management, Contact Tracing
and Police Control points.

—————————————(6) UNITED ARAB EMIRATES “HOPE” PROBE SPACE MISSION TO MARS:

The design, development and operations are led by the Mohammed bin Rashid Space Centre. It was built at
the University of Colorado with support from Arizona State University.
It was launched on the 19th July 2020 from the Tanegashima Space Centre in Japan.
The name “Hope’ (Arabic-Al Amal) was chosen because it sends a message of optimism to millions of young
Arabs.
This is the first of three space missions launched during July and all three are expected to arrive at Mars in
February 2021. It is a journey of 493 million klms and will take about 200 days to get there.
The space probe is roughly the size of a small car, about 2.4 mtrs wide and 2.9 mtrs long and weighs about
1,350 kgs (incl. fuel). It will use two 900 watt solar panels to charge its batteries. It is also equipped with two
“Star Tracker” sensors to relay info back to earth. Its position in space will be determined by identifying the
constellations in relation to the sun.
Six thrusters control the speed of the probe and eight reaction control system thrusters are responsible for
delicate manoeuvres.
When the probe arrives on Mars it will study the atmosphere for about two years. It carries three scientific
instruments:- A digital camera for high resolution colour images—an infrared spectrometer to inspect the
temperature profile, ice and water vapours in the atmosphere—an ultraviolet spectrometer to study the
upper atmosphere and traces of oxygen and hydrogen further out into space,
On the 17th August the “Hope” probe executed its first interplanetary course correction manoeuvre.
The resulting mission will be shared freely with more than 200 institutions world-wide.

(7) THE UNITED NATIONS:

———————————————-

193 countries are generally recognised as members of the United Nations. The organisation was
established at the end of WW 2. It replaced the ineffective “League of Nations” which was established at the
end of WW 1.
On the 25th April 1945, 50 governments met in the US state of San Francisco and drafted the UN Charter. It
was adopted on the 25th June 1945 and took effect on the 24th October 1945.
The organisation’s objective included maintaining international peace and security, the protection of human
rights, delivering humanitarian aid, promoting sustainable development and upholding international law.
From a beginning of 51 member states its current membership represents almost all the world’s sovereign
states.
The UN consists of six principal organs:(i) The General Assembly-(Deliberative Assembly of all UN member states)
May resolve non-compulsory recommendations to States or suggestions to the Security Council.
Decides on admissions of new members (following proposal by the Security Council). There are two
non-member observer States—The Holy See (which holds sovereignty over Vatican City) and the
State of Palestine.
Responsible for the budget.
Appoints the Secretary-General. (Currently Antonio Guterres (former PM of Portugal) from 1st of
January 2017 for five years. He is the ninth Sect-Gen).
(ii) The Security Council- (For International Security issues)
Responsible for the maintenance of international peace and security.
May adopt compulsory resolutions.
Consists of fifteen members. (Five are permanent members with veto power and ten elected members.
The 1945 Charter granted a permanent seat to China, France, Russia, the UK and the US)
(iii) The Economic and Social Council-(For global economic and social affairs)
Responsible for cooperation between the States as regards economics and social matters.
Co-ordinates cooperation between the UN’s “Specialised Agencies”
(Cont. on next page)
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Has 54 members, elected by the General Assembly, to serve staggered 3-year mandates.
(iv) The Trusteeship Council -(For administering Trust Territories—currently inactive)
Was originally designed to manage colonial possessions that were former “League of Nations”
mandates. Has been inactive since 1994 when Palau, the last Trust Territory, attained independence.
(v) The International Court of Justice -(The Universal Court of International Law)
Decides disputes between States that recognise its jurisdiction.
Issues legal opinion
Renders judgement by relative majority (is when a candidate or proposition polls more votes than
any other but does not receive more than half of all the votes cast). Its 15 judges are elected by the
UN General Assembly for nine year terms.
(vi) The Secretariat - (The Administrative organ of the UN)
Supports the other UN bodies administratively (EG: organising conferences, writing reports and
studies and the preparation of the budget).
Elects the Chairperson, from the General Assembly, on a five year mandate.
FUNDING:
The budget for 2020 was $3.1 Billion. It is financed from assessed and voluntary contributions from
members States. The General Assembly approves the budget and determines the assessment from each
member (usually measured from its gross national income).
The Peacekeeping budget for 2015/16 was $8.27 Billion and supported 82,318 troops deployed on 15
missions around the world.
The largest contributors for the 2019/21 budget are:- The US 27.89%, China 15.21%, Japan 8.56%, Germany
6.09%, The UK 5.78%, France 5.61%, Italy 3.3% and The Russian Federation 3.04%

—————————————(8) POLLUTION IN OUR OCEANS AND SEAS:

A 2017 study, published by “Environmental Science and Technology” calculated the rivers of the Yangtze,
Indus, Yellow, Hai, Ganges, Pearl, Amur, Niger and the Mekong transport between 80% -95% of the global
plastics load into the sea.
Further research conducted by the CSIRO, Oceans and Atmosphere, Hobart, Tasmania, and the Institute
for Marine and Antarctic Studies, Uni of Tasmania, and the Department of Chemical Engineering, Monash
Uni, Clayton, Victoria and the Centre for Marine Socioecology and the School of Social Sciences, Uni of
Tasmania, say up to 14 million tonnes of microplastics lie on the seafloor!
It is estimated between 1.1 to 2.4 million tonnes of plastic enter our oceans each year from rivers. More
than half will float when it enters the oceans.
There is an area in the Pacific Ocean described as the Pacific trash vortex. It originates from the Pacific
Rim, including countries in Asia, North America and South America.
It is a giant spiral of floating rubbish. It is divided into two areas—the Eastern garbage patch (between
Hawaii and California) and the Western garbage patch (extends eastwards from Japan to the Hawaiian
Islands). An ocean current about 6,000 miles long connects the two patches!
Researchers from the “Ocean Clean-Up Project” say the patch covers about 1.6 million sqkm and an
estimated 87,000 metric tonnes of plastic inhabit the patch. Some plastics in the patch is over 50 years old
(includes items and fragments of items such as plastic lighters, toothbrushes, water bottles, pens, baby
bottles, cell phones, plastic bags and microplastics.)
The UN Environmental Program estimated there are about 46,000 pieces of plastic for every square mile of
ocean.
Small fibres of wood pulp found throughout the patch are believed to originate from the thousands of
tonnes of toilet paper flushed into the oceans daily! The patch is said to have increased 10-fold each
decade since 1945. Research indicates the patch is rapidly accumulating. A similar patch of floating
plastic debris is found in the Atlantic Ocean (called the North Atlantic garbage patch).
Debris is generated on land at Marinas. Ports, Rivers, Harbours, Docks and Storm Drains.
AND on sea from fishing (and recreational) vessels, stationery platforms and cargo ships.

(9) THE HUMAN HEART:

—————————————-

I am not in the medical profession but I am in complete awe and wonderment about the job this mighty
little pump does in our chest, in our lifetime!
You hear about taxis and trucks doing over a million miles with one motor (say 15 to 20 years of motoring),
well try getting your head around the fact that while you are still in the womb and at about 18 days since
conception your tiny little heart starts beating—and it beats non-stop until you die. This little pump, not
much bigger than your fist, will beat about 72 times a minute. At an average age of 75 years of life, think of
these statistics:- In an hour it will beat 4,320 times. In a day it is 103,680, and in a year it is 37,843,200 so
that at 75 years it will have beaten 2,838,240,000 times!! There is no machine that could ever match this.
To think our bodies hold about 5 litres of blood, this small pump continuously and rhythmically
oxygenates and filters our blood to every part of our body with complete precision—it never sleeps.
Look after your body!
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2021 FUND-RAISER
We are continuing with our $1 Raffle sales with half the money raised staying with our Association and
the other half being offered as prizes at our Annual ‘Mixed’ Luncheon, held on the last Saturday in
December.
The only money we obtain is mainly from you, our very generous members. Some comes from our paid
Ads but it is hard work trying to get an organisation to pay for an Ad in our magazine. We are very
thankful to the RSL Sub Branches who place their Ads with us.
ALL MONIES received are acknowledged in every magazine with our sincere thanks.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO JOIN OUR ASSOCIATION?
Did you serve in 5 Field Ambulance? Do you have friend in our Association and would like to become one
of us? Cut out and fill in the last page and tell me your story!
We look forward to signing up the remainder of our 5 CSSB Health Company (which once was 5 Fd Amb).
Please contact Alan (0427824646) for your Application Form (see last page)

LATE SUBSCRIBERS

A gentle ‘reminder’ to our members who pay yearly ($15). We very much rely on your subs to keep our
magazine in circulation.
When you read this and if you are not sure if you have paid your $15 would you kindly phone or email me
and I will let you know if you are ’up to date’ with your subs. With our kind thanks, Alan Curry (0427824646,
(02) 4982.2189 or email:- curry36@bigpond.net.au
A Proud Supporter of 5 Field Ambulance Assn.
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ACTIVITY SHEET
(Please advise your choice/s. Any item ordered includes postage)

Please find enclosed my Subs for 2021 ($15) (cover from January to December) or LIFE
MEMBERSHIP ($100) or Donation (See my details below).
I would like to pay for ____$1 Raffle Ticket/s in our Yearly Fund-Raiser for 2021
Please post me 5 Field Ambulance Assn “BUMPER STICKERS” ($5 for 1, $6 for 2, $7 for 3 )
Please send me____”Special Edition” 2015 Centenary Calendar/s @ $7 each.
Please order me a Centenary “POLO” Shirt (with pocket) @ $70 each. SIZE_______.
Please order me____copies of the DVD of our 50th AND/OR 100th Anniversary Parade @

$20 ea. (The 50th also includes a brief history of the 2/5th Australian Field Ambulance)
Please send me____ RAAMC Centenary “Coin and Token” set/s @ $30 each.
Please send me a RAAMC coat/jacket Lapel Pin for $15.
Please send me a RAAMC Red Cross Arm-Band @ $10 each. (7 left)
Please send me a 5 Field Ambulance RAAMC KEY RING ($15). (With my membership number on it, if
possible.)

Please ORDER me a NAME BADGE ($20)
Please ORDER me a (XL/Large/Medium/Small) BERET ($40),*BERET BADGE ($25),*COLLAR
BADGE ($10), *CORPS TIE ($50) ---please indicate size of Beret & whether Badges/Ties are to be
RAAMC, RACT or RAEME.
(Please make any Cheques/Money Orders etc payable to:- “5 Field Ambulance Association” and post to
either:- Alan Curry OAM (Hon Sec) 35/1a Gordon Cl., ANNA BAY NSW 2316 OR Ann Jackson (Hon Treas.),
64 Morris St, ST MARYS NSW 2760—All acknowledgements will be in our next issue.
Our EFT details are: BSB: 637000, Account Number: 717253825, Account Name: 5th Field Ambulance
Association, BANK: Greater. (Please Identify your name)

COMMENTS/ORDERS ETC: FROM:_________________________________
CONTACT No:_____________________MONEY ENCLOSED $_____________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
———————————————————————————————————————————
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Our committee welcomes your application. You may have read some of our quarterly
magazines or perhaps visited our web site. You may have had a relative, or friend,
who served with 5 Field Ambulance. Since the late 1990’s the Army decided to
re-classify 5 Field Ambulance from a ‘stand alone’ Reserve unit as a Health
Company within 5 Combat Service Support Battalion and stationed at Holsworthy
(NSW)
It matters not whether you have served, or are still serving, you will be made most
welcome. We respectfully ask that you write and tell us a little of your life so we can
formally introduce you to our members.. Thank you for reading this.

