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Everyone is being well and truly tested and the pressure being put on family, friends and 

loved ones over the past 24 months has been tremendous, and it is not over yet! 

 

The most insidious aspect of this pandemic is the misinformation regarding the vaccines 

and the vaccination process.  

 

At what point do we respect the individual’s personal decision not to be vaccinated, as 

against eminent medical advice that a person should get vaccinated so as to alleviate the 

spread of the disease to those not yet vaccinated or those perhaps, already vaccinated.  

 

We must feel for the people already in hospital, possibly in ICU, who have not been, or 

chosen not to be, vaccinated. The doctors, nurses and all the medical staff are doing their 

best for them.  

We have a health system which ranks among the best in the world. 

 

Will the person reading this accept the fact that we are in a pandemic and that he or she 

has the power to help solve this crisis. At the very least, have a covid test! 

 

We live reasonably contented in a democratic country but surely we must keep to the 

forefront the health of our family members in particular and our friends and workmates 

generally.  
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LIFE MEMBERS 
(Please contact me if I have omitted your name or if any corrections are needed) 

Mr. Samuel ALEXANDER 
WO 11 Michael ALI OAM 
# Mrs Pamela AROPIO 
COL Suresh BADAMI OAM RFD 
# Mr. Adam BAILEY 
Dr. Robert BAILEY 
Mr. Trevor BARNES RFD 
WO 1 Warren BARNES OAM 
Mr. Alan BECKERLEG 
Mr. Fred BELL 
Mr. Robert ('Scotty') BOYD 
# Mr. Greg BROWN 
Dr. Harding BURNS OAM 
Mr. Bob BUTLER 
LTCOL Derek CANNON RFD 
# Mrs Edna CANNON 
Mr. Greg CANT 
# Mrs. Felicity CAREY (nee Evans) 
WO1 Michael CARLSON (Ret'd) 
CMDR James CHAPMAN (Ret'd) 
Mr. John CHARTER 
Mr. Noel CHRISTENSEN RFD 
Mr. John CLEGG 
Mr. David COOPER OAM 
Mrs Elizabeth (Betty) CROSSLEY (nee Jordan) 

# Mr. Joseph CRUMLIN OAM 
Mr. Gordon CURTIS 
Mr. Alan CURRY OAM 
Mr. Greg CURRY 
Mr. John CURRY 
Mr. Patrick CURRY 
# Mr. Stephen CURRY 
MAJ David CZERKIES OAM CStJ 
MAJ Peter DALGLEISH RFD 
WO 11 Theo DECHAUFEPIE OAM 
Mr. George DONNELLY 
Dr. Ken DOUST OAM 
# Mr Brian  DOYLE 
Mr. Stuart DOYLE 
LTCOL Andrew ELLIS OAM 
# Mr. Josh EVANS 
# Mrs. Julie EVANS 
# Mr. Tony EVANS 
MAJ Madeline EVES RFD 
Mr. Phillip FAGUE 
Mr. Laurie FARRUGIA JP 
Mr. Brett FERRARI 
# Mrs. Adrienne FOLEY 
Mr. Ron FOLEY 
Mrs. Frances FOOKES  

(nee Henderson) 
LTCOL Paul FOOKES 
Mr. Richard FORD 
MAJ John GALLAGHER 
Mr. Joe GATTY 
CAPT John GORRELL RFD (Ret'd) 
# Mrs. Margaret GORRELL 
Victoria GORRIE 
WO 1 Gordon GRANT MiD (Ret'd) 
Mr. Barry (Bob) GRIEVES 
# Mrs. Betty HAMILTON 
Mr. Tomas  HAMILTON 
Mr. John HEAD 
CAPT Ken HELSBY 
MAJ Eileen HENDERSON OAM RFD  
 (nee Anderson) 
LTCOL Kym HENDERSON RFD 
Mr. Rodney HOGAN 
MAJ James HOOLAN Jr. USMC (Ret'd) 
# M/s Joanne HOVELING 
Mr. Edward HUNG 
LTCOL Sandy HUNT-SHARMAN RFD (Ret'd) 
Mr. Kevin HURRELL 
COL Ray HYSLOP OAM RFD 
CAPT Jim ILIOPOULOS 
CAPT Natalie ILIOPOULOS  

(nee Polydoropoulos) 
Mr. Terry IRVINE OAM 
Mrs. Ann JACKSON (nee Williams) 
# Mr. Don JARMAN 
  Mr. Ernest JOHNSON 
            # Mr. Patrick JONES 
Mr. Richard JONES 

Mr. Richard JONES 
# M/s Sarah JONES 
# Mrs. Sue JONES 
LTCOL Stuart JONES 
MAJ Robert (Bob) KENYON 
Mr. Doug KERSEY 
Mr. Colin KLINE 
LTCOL Edward KREMER OAM 
# Mr. Anthony LAING 
# Mrs. Brittany LAING (nee Evans) 
COL Frank LANG OAM RFD ED 
LT Igor LEMECH 
# Mr. Bryan LINDSAY 
# Mr. Geoffrey LINDSAY 
# Mrs. Maureen LIWNGSTON 
MAJ Kathleen LOADSMAN 
Mr. Robert LOVE 
Mr. Edwin LOWERY 
Mr. Alen LUCIC 
Mr. Nick MARSHALL 
Dr. Helena MARTIN 
Mr. Gordon MILLS 
Mr. Paul MISTO 
COL Bill MOLLOY RFD ED 
Mr. Michael MORONEY 
# Mr. Charles MURRAY 
Mr. John McCARTHY 
Mr. Hugh McCARTY 
# Dr. Philip McGRATH 
# Mrs. Trish McGRATH 
LTCOL John McKEOWN RFD (Ret'd) 
CAPT Tom McLANDERS (Ret'd) 
Mr. Ken McNUFF 
# M/s Marion NEWMAN 
CAPT Richard NG 
# Mrs. Rayda NOBLE (nee Prain) 
MAJ John O'BRIEN (Ret'd) 
# Mr. Peter O'GRADY 
Mr. Barry O'KEEFE 
WO 1 E. (Bill) O'KEEFE (Ret'd) 
Mr. Chris O’REILLY 
COL John OVERTON AM RFD 
WO 2 Steve PARIS (Ret'd) 
MAJGEN John PEARN AO RFD CStJ 
Mr. Barry PERIGO 
# Mrs. Heather PERIGO 
Mr. Peter PETHER 
LTCOL David PHILLIPS RFD 
Mrs. Karen PHILLIPS (nee Stead) 
WO 1 Ken PHILLIPS OAM 
Mr. Bob PINK OAM 
# Mrs Barbara  PORTER 
Mr. John PRICE 
Dr. F.G. (Geoff.) PRIOR 

+Mr. Thomas (Tom) PRITCHARD 
COL Robert (Bob) REID ED (Ret'd) 
CAPT James ROCHE OAM 
Mr. Michael ROWLEY 
Mr. Bill RYLANDS 
Mrs. Cathy SALMON 
CAPT Susan SALVI 
MAJ Rod SEARLE (Ret'd) 
Mr. Paul SHERGOLD 
Mr. Robert SHILLINGSWORTH 
Mr. George SIP 
Mr. Ross SMITH 
CAPT Stephen STEIGRAD (Ret'd) 
Mr. Robert STEWART 
# M/s Judith STRACHAN 
Mr. Chris STRODE 
Mr Colin  STRONG 
Mr. Teddy SUGPATAN 
Mr. Peter SULLIVAN 
# Mrs. Debra TAYLOR 
# Mr. Trevor TAYLOR 
Mr. Bill THOMPSON 
Dr. Peter TRALAGGAN 
Mr. Ian TUCKER 
Dr. Michael TYQUIN 
Mrs. Ruth VAUDIN (nee Corbet) 
CPL Rhyse VAUGHN 

Mrs. Kate VERCOE (nee 
Rose) 

Mr. Matthew VERCOE 
Mr. Don WALKER 
# Mr. Kim WARNOCK 
# Mr. David WASSON 
# Mr. Lindsay WASSON 
LTCOL Darren WATERSON 
Mr. John WEAVER 
Mr. Ronald WEBB 
Mr. lan WHITE 
MAJ Bruce WHITTET 

(Ret'd) 
CAPT Don WIKNER ED JP 
# Mr. David WILKINSON 
COL Warwick WILKINSON 

AO RFD ED 
MAJ Alex WILLIAMS 
Mr. David WILLIAMS 
Mr. John WILSON 
# Mrs Margaret  WOODHEAD 
Dr. Phillip YUILE 
Mr. Jim ZORBAS 

+ 2/5th Australian Field Ambulance 
# Associate Member 

SNIPPET 
Bill went to a barber’s 
shop for a shave.  
While the barber was 
foaming him up, Bill 
mentioned the problem 
he has getting a close 
shave around his 
cheeks.  
 
“I have just the thing” 
said the barber taking a 
small wooden ball from 
a nearby drawer, “just 
place this between 
your cheek and gum”.  
 
Bill placed the ball in 
his mouth and received 
the closest shave he 
ever experienced .  
After the few final 
strokes, Bill asked in a 
garbled speech “What 
if I accidently swallow 
it?”  
The barber replied “No 
problem, just bring it 
back tomorrow like 
everyone else does.” 
 
# One thing you can give 
and still keep ...is your 
word. 
 
# They’re not dangerous if 
you raise them right—and 
neither are dogs! 
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SICK PARADE 

Bob BUTLER, Derek CANNON, Mick CARLSON (0438.596.154), John DAVIES, George 
DONNELLY, Richard FORD, Gordon GRANT, Tomas HAMILTON, Ruth HEDLEY, 
Joanne HOVELING, Ray HYSLOP OAM, (Wallarah Point Care Community, 153 Main Rd, Toukley-

(02)4397.6387), Vic INESON, Brian INMAN, Terry IRVINE OAM, Colin KLINE, Robert 
LOVE, Geoff LINDSAY, Bill MOLLOY, John McCARTHY, Hugh (Macka) McCARTY, 
Rayda NOBLE, Peter O’GRADY, Eugene (‘Bill’) O’Keefe, Mike O’KEEFFE,  Chris 
O’REILLY, Barry & Heather PERIGO, Karen PHILLIPS (nee Stead), Bob REID,   
(0411.623.700), Robert SHILLINGSWORTH, Cliff SMITH (02.9524.9531), Ken SMITH, Ross 
SMITH (Kokoda 6, ANZAC Village, Colooli Rd, Narrabeen  0410.486.821), Judith STRACHAN, Colin 

STRONG, Margaret TANNER, Irene TROY, John VASSAROTTI (Alkira Gardens, 2 Animbo St, Miranda  02,8578.1688),  
John WILSON (0404.418.071), Warwick WILKINSON (Arcare Warriewood, 23 Warriewood Rd, NSW 2102, 02.9483.6400, John 

WILSON, Margaret WOODHEAD and Jim ZORBAS. 

Dear members, I hope everyone is well and safe since my last report in the Spring  
edition of the magazine. 
Since our last edition, Sydney has come out of the lockdown that has affected  
this state in some way or another.  
 
For me, I am no longer in one of the LGA’s that has been casted by the government for the number of 
COVID quarantined areas. All I can say, it certainly was a trying experience, not just for me but for all of 
us. 
During this COVID lockdown period, I was to be invested at Government House in September for my 
OAM, however this was postponed.  
Recently, I received a letter from Government House that the event will now be held on the 16 February 
2022. I now look forward to this Investiture. As they say better late than never.  
 
To keep our members aware of what is happening within the ADF; Army is currently undergoing 
change in how it’s operating to meet the challenges of the changing world. The main Headquarters for 
Army Reserve – Headquarter 2 Division will become its own command and report to Army Headquar-
ters and all medical units within the Australian Army will now be brigaded as Two Health Brigade. This 
will come into effect over the next four years commencing next year.  Currently within NSW, all of the 
Reserve Medical/Health Companies will be amalgamated. This will incorporate 1 Health Support Com-
pany-3 HSB, 1 Close Health Company - 8 CSSB and 5 Close Health Company –  
5 CSSB will form the new unit called 1/5 Health Company part of 2 Health Battalion which will be head-
quartered in Brisbane. 
 
In implementing this transitioning process across to the new unit, myself, Alan and Michael Moroney 
attended 5 Close Health Company Transition Ceremony on the 14 Nov 21 at Holsworthy Barracks. We 
were invited to attend by the unit, and during 5 CSSB awards presentations, Health Company was offi-
cially farewell from 5 CSSB. As the President, I also presented a Certificate of Appreciation to Health 
Company in recognition of their service and support to 5 Field Ambulance Association. This was a great 
afternoon/evening catching up with a number of 5 Health Company members.  
I, and any members of 5 Field Ambulance Association, have also been invited to witness the transition 
ceremony for 1 Close Health Company from 8 CSSB on the 11 December 21 at Newcastle.  
On Saturday 27 Nov, it was great to see our members attend our reunion at Club Parramatta. This be-
ing the first since the lockdown and it was great to catch up with our members. I must say, surprise 
presentation of the pewter tankard on my award of the OAM. Thought it is a tradition, I once again say 
thank you to Derek – Co-Patron and 5 Field Ambulance Association members on such a presentation. 
The tankard did get christened with Ann buying a beer. 
In closing, let us look forward to the end of the year as it comes closer to Christmas. For most of us this 
will be with family and friends. But let us all also remember those who can’t be there with families, those 
who are in care and our service personnel on operations. Let’s pray they also have a wonderful Christ-
mas period during this festive season no matter where they are.   
To our Association family, may we put 2021 behind us, as we all have a wonderful Christmas season 
and look forward to 2022.  Bring us a better outlook with hopes, freedoms and future for all of us.             
From my family to you all, may you all have a wonderful Merry Christmas and let’s hope that 2022 
brings a better and joyous New Year.  
David Czerkies OAM, CStJ  
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Message from the Secretary  

 

KIND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
(Please advise us if your payment has not been acknowledged) 

Anonymous (Cheque $350) for Donation. 
Derek CANNON (EFT $100) for yearly $1 Raffle for ten family members. 
Alan CURRY ($50) for yearly $1 Raffle for five family members. 
Glenda GARDE (EFT $60) for Donation. 
Dr. Jim ROCHE OAM (Cash $20) for Donation. 
Ian STAEHR (Cheque $50) for Donation (non member). 
 

Another Christmas is upon us and the new year of 2022 is just around the corner. What has 
the past 12 months been for you? I know it has brought much sadness to some of our  
members with the loss of loved ones. 
 
There was the added burden of necessary lockdowns in many areas right around our country, especially 
to our Victorian and NSW members and their families. 
 
We have some members in Nursing Homes and some in and out of our hospitals, our good wishes and 
prayers are with them.  
 
I have a problem with our State and Federal governments in regards to our Nursing Home/Hospital 
visitations. I don’t understand the reasoning behind not allowing family members or close friends to visit 
and sit with loved ones in this very special time of need and comfort.  
If the visitor/s have been fully vaccinated and the visited relative/friend is also vaccinated and everyone 
wears a mask (staff and visitor) —why is this a problem?  
It is well-known that gatherings in small numbers are now allowed generally and it has not stopped our 
sporting community from attending games in large numbers, mainly in Queensland (many without masks)!  
Our loved ones need to see us, and as often as possible, while they are still alive. There has to be a 
solution to this enormous humanitarian problem, which is right here in our own back yard. 
 
My local RSL Sub Branch (Tilligerry RSL) has had to cancel this year’s Remembrance Day Ceremony due 
to the uncertainty of the Covid-19 virus.  
 
This pandemic has caused the cancellation of many important events. It has tested each and every one of 
us yet we still battle on. There will be better days ahead and some days may get “rocky” but all in all we 
will see the younger generation step up and take the reins.  
 
Our world is changing, fast,  to the electronic age. It came upon us very fast and has left most of us 
‘oldies’ bewildered, but just as the farmer adapted from the horse-drawn plough to the tractor—we are also 
adapting to this new age of electronics. 
 
Ruth and I, together with our daughter, Julie, who lives with us and cares for us, have made the decision 
to move into an Aged Care facility nearby.  
Julie is our carer until such a time when we may have to move into the Nursing Home facility which is 
adjacent. We are very comfortable with our decision and look forward to our next move.  
We are now on the “Waiting List” for an available two-bedroom home at which time we will place our home 
‘on the market’.  
We have thoroughly enjoyed our time in our present “Over 55” Retirement Village in Anna Bay. It is a 
secure area and with only 58 homes we are a close knit family of friends. We have a wonderful General and 
Social committee who ensure the welfare of the residents are catered for. 
 
I am still looking for a secretary to take the reins of our wonderful Association! 
 
You will read further on in MAJ Glenn Sisson’s 5 CSSB Health Report (Page 26) about changes that will 
occur to Health in the ADF.  
 
Our President, David Czerkies, myself and Michael Moroney had the pleasure to accept an invitation to 
represent our Association, and attend a ‘final’ Bar-B-Q (informal) Dinner, in the Maxwell Club on the 
Holsworthy Army Base.  
 
The occasion marked the cessation of 5 Health Company, due to a reorganisation , by the ADF, of NSW 
Health. (See pages 9 & 10) 

 
Our committee presented a “Certificate of Appreciation” to Health Company, 5 CSSB, on behalf of all our 
Association members, past and present. (see copy on page 13). 
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VALE 
Barry SAINSBURY passed away peacefully on the 24  
September 2021 with his family by his side. He had a fall  
in early September and was admitted to our local hospital 
in Shoal Bay (in the Port Stephens region of NSW). 
His general health and mental capacity declined rather  
rapidly and he gradually passed away. 
 
Barry was a good friend and close neighbour in our  
retirement village in Anna Bay and he was well liked and respected by all in our 
village. We will miss his happy countenance and his presence. 
 
When he found out I was the secretary of 5 Field Ambulance Association he was 

overjoyed, because his dad, Edward Sainsbury, was also a serving member of 5 Field Ambulance, he was 
a dentist and he had served in WW 1 and WW 2 . Barry immediately joined us as an Associate Member, and 
I asked him to tell me about himself. Written below is a little of my departed friend; 
 
Barry was born in Melbourne in 1928 and later the family moved to Sydney. He grew up in the inner city 
suburb of Marrickville (Sydney). He attended Marrickville public primary school before being enrolled at 
Sydney Grammar for high school. He did not like his time here. 
His first job was as an apprentice toolmaker with BMC (British Motor Corporation) before eventually being 
advanced to Planning Engineer, (he remained with BMC for 28 years), 
 
He had a good circle of teenage friends and met the love of his life, Marjorie Wilkinson. They married in the 
Lyceum Theatre in Pitt Street, Sydney in 1951. 
They moved into a rented flat in Darling Point for four pounds ten shillings a week. When Barry’s dad 
passed away in 1954 they decided to move into his rented home at 24 Leofrene Avenue, Marrickville. His 
brother, John, was living there and very happy to share the home with Barry and Marjorie. 
 
In 1961 Barry was offered a job at BMC’s home plant in England (near Birmingham). It was a big decision 
to discuss because it would mean leaving Marjorie at home with their two young children. Scott was six 
and Adam just a baby at 6 months old. 
Marjorie supported the decision as it meant job security but she was very apprehensive at their being 
apart. 
Barry was ‘farewelled’ by his boss, and also Marjorie, as he boarded the “Northern Star”. BMC paid for the 
his relocation to England. 
Barry was unhappy with his initial stay in England—being the cold weather, the accommodation, industrial 
unrest and being apart from his family. He found another job with Frigidair as Planning Manager and left 
BMC. His boss at BMC was most upset at this turn of events and never spoke to Barry again! 
 
Barry remained at Frigidair (he had a house in Burnt Oak (near Collendale) for about another four years 
until he saw an ‘Ad’ in the newspaper for a Superintendent/Engineer. He applied and got the job. It was  
with Alcan Aluminium and then he discovered it was in Guyana! Alcan paid all his costs (1st Class) and his 
accommodation. 
 
All this time away from his family and the only contact was mainly from exchanges of letters. It was a huge 
problem mainly for his family. He was ever so grateful that Marjorie’s mum was always there to help with 
their children.  
Barry asked Marjorie if she would like to bring the boys to Guyana and be all together as a family. She 
readily agreed and Alcan paid all their expenses to come over to Guyana. What a reunion when they 
stepped off the plane. Marjorie introduced this stranger to Adam saying “This is your dad”! Scott hugged 
his dad with a big “Hullo Dad” and the four of them hugged and kissed each other.  
They lived in a big three-story house here for about four years and the boys attended the school in 
Guyana,  
 
About 1967, after general elections, Guyana became a Republic and their was political unrest. Marjorie 
started to feel intimidated by the manner white people were being subjected to, like her being ‘jostled and 
bumped’ in the streets—unapologetically. She told Barry that she wanted to go home and enrol the boys in 
Newington College. Barry readily agreed . The family flew home to Sydney and stayed at Marjorie’s parents 
home in Dulwich Hill.  
 
Marjorie and Adam returned back to Guyana in 1968 until Barry finalised his job with Alcan and they 
returned back home to Sydney. Barry, in the meantime had secured a position on a steamer, as a 4th 
Engineer, and sailing to Sydney (the Captain of the steamer was a friend of Barry’s brother, John).  
In 1973, Barry and Marjorie, purchased a house in Beattie Street, Balmain and later, sold and purchased a 
house at 112 Barons Crescent, Hunters Hill. By this time they had purchased 24 Leofrene Avenue.  
 (Cont. on next page) 
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(Cont. from previous page) 

Barry found a new job with Nahwal (a mining equipment building company in Smithfield— a western 
Sydney suburb). He retired from here in 1993 at 65 years of age. 
 
Scott and Adam were on their own path of life so Barry and Marjorie decided to look at an investment 
property at locations along the north coast of Queensland. They bought a property in Tin Can Bay.  
 
They lived here for about six years when they found out that Marjorie was diagnosed with a lung infection. 
They moved back to Sydney in the late 1990’s for further treatment at RPA but the infection was too far 
gone and in 2000, with Barry at Marjorie’s side, she peacefully passed away in RPA. 
 
Some time later, Barry was introduced to a lady friend, Betty Doolan. They became soul mates and a very 
sincere friendship ensued which lasted until Betty took ill and passed away in 2020. 
Barry is survived by his two sons, Scott and Adam and his brother, John, and all their loving families.  

 
Winifred Olive DODD passed away peacefully in Sutherland hospital on the 23rd October with her 

family by her side. I have taken the liberty of showing Olive with her late husband 
Gordon, who passed away in 2015. The photo of the very happy couple was taken a 
few years ago at a ceremony at the Kokoda Track Memorial Walkway. 
 
Olive (as she preferred to called) was an Associate Member and they were both 
Life Members of our Association.  
Olive was just a month short of her 99th Birthday. I always enjoyed talking with her 
on the occasions that arose. She was a very positive lady  and was so active 

around her home until the last few months when her health started to fail. 
 
Sadly, Olive lost a daughter, Pam, last year. She is survived by her remaining children, Andy, Phillip, 
Barbara and Ruth.  
Ruth gave me the sad news of their mum’s passing and I have asked her to let me have any eulogies that 
may be given as I would like to place them in our magazine as a tribute to Olive. 

———————————— 
Alan ROBINSON Passed away, in hospital, on the 5th November. He was 85 years of age.  

Over the past 18 months had been receiving treatment for cancer and his loving wife, 
Lesylie, said it was a welcome release from the pain he was suffering at the end. 
 
The following tributes are lovingly inserted on behalf of their children, Natasha and Craig. 

Natasha’s Memories of her dad.  
 
Dad was a man of knowledge, focus and pride in his family.  He had no filter, no 
boundaries and was completely unapologetic about it. That is what made him, him. 
 
Thanks, Dad, for teaching me to fully service my first car. 
 

Thanks for letting me tag along to pass you tools to fix what ever needed fixing.  He could fix anything 
that crossed his path, structural, electrical he was an all-round handy man. 
 
I remember sitting on the bench in our darkroom watching him develop all the family photos and teaching 
me about photography along the way. 
 
I remember him reciting poems or passages of print or his schoolboy French from memory. 
 
He loved movies - westerns, war movies, rom coms with happy endings.  He always wanted to discuss 
plots and outcomes, it didn’t matter if we had seen the movie or not, trust me - many a spoiler was had. 
 
He was always so calm, considered and extremely knowledgeable. 
 
Dad had many strong opinions and challenged us all to change his mind 
 
He was so proud of his family that if any of us could hear his boasting, it was often embarrassing 
 
He was exasperating and surprising! 
 
He counselled me in life decisions and when I listened, he stopped me from making many mistakes.  I 
loved it when he once told me, that he may not fully understand me, but he will fight for my right to be 
who I am. 
 
I will miss you every day Dad, you are loved so much. 
 
I would also like to acknowledge Mum & Dad’s deep love for each other, it is everlasting. - Thank you. 
 

Craig’s memories of his dad 
Dad,           
We have had a wonderful time together. You have been my leader, mentor, anchor, best friend. 
Your passing has left a void which in time will be filled by my boys. 
 (Cont. on next page) 
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(Cont. from previous page)  
I believe that whenever you lose a loved one a little piece of you is lost, only to return on your passing, 
making you whole again as you re-join those who have been absent. 
 
Go in peace knowing you have left us & the world better from your efforts. 
I am comforted knowing your pain is gone & you are whole. 
These are just some of my memories, everlasting:  
 
You being there for my boys,  just as you have for me.  
Working on the farm, building fences, repairing machinery, caring for the animals, supporting our 
neighbours, just working together to make it a better place.  
You giving me guidance from your experience on how to be an Australian soldier.  
Working together on our collections & sharing your passion for history.  History is now my passion too.  
Our time in the garage rebuilding cars, first you showing me, then us together & finally you sitting back 
guiding.   
 
We did some fine work, talked reason, solved much of the worlds problems, from our perspective anyway, 
your foresight always amazed me.  
Sitting in our studies together, talking about family past, reviewing books, debating anything history, 
antique firearms, helmets, armoured vehicles, the war & of course Camden Park.  
 
You were always there thinking of me, like finding a special part in your extremely well organized garage 
stores for something that I was working on. Your memory was colossal.   
Your resilience, never letting a situation or problem linger, bringing all to order & working as it should,  
your way was right. I miss not having you by my side. I miss your council. Everything around me, home, 
study & garage I see you. 
Looking to someday being whole when we meet again. Your son always.  Love you Dad.   
And from a favourite book & movie we enjoyed together:  
“Great Spirit and the Maker of all Life a warrior goes to you swift and straight as an arrow shot into the 

sun. Welcome him and let him take his place at the council fire of my people.  He is Uncas, my son. Bid 

them patience and ask death for speed; for they are all there but one - I, Chingachgook - Last of the 

Mohicans.” 

Alan’s ARMY Service: 
Alan enlisted for National Service on 16th August 1956, Number 2760030. He completed his three months 
full time service with the 13 National Service Training Battalion in Ingleburn on the 21st November 1956. 
From the 22nd November 1956 he completed his commitment with 1 Field Dressing Station on the 30th 
June 1960. 
He was then allotted a new army number, 2130136, on the 1st July 1960 and transferred to 5 Field 
Ambulance until the 30th October 1961. He was transferred to 1 Field Ambulance on the 31st October until 
18th March 1966 when he was transferred back to 5 Field Ambulance on the 19th March 1966 until he 
resigned on the 5th July 1966. 
 
Alan had a break in his service and re-joined on the 30th October 1974 with 1 General Hospital until he 
resigned on the 27th October 1976. Alan re-joined again on the 7th August 1981 with 1 Field Hospital until 
his final resignation on the 31st August 1983. 
Alan’s total CMF/Reserve service was about 12 years. His rank on discharge was Captain and he was 
awarded the Australian Defence Medal and the ANSM 1951-72 Medal. 

LEST WE FORGET 
——————————————————- 

ARMISTICE DAY 
The 11th day of the 11th Month in every year is remembered and honoured as ARMISTICE DAY. 
This was the day that ended the hostilities and horrors of WW 1. Four years of bitter fighting which 
involved two alliances—The Central Powers, led by Germany and the Triple Entente, led by Britain, France 
and Russia. 
As the war raged across Europe, other countries became involved—The Middle East, Asia, Africa and later 
the USA. 
The US, under the Presidency of Woodrow Wilson, got involved on the 6th April 1917 due to two major 
issues; the Germans’ resumption of submarine warfare against merchant ships trading with France and 
Britain and the revelation of the decoded “Zimmerman Telegraph” (by British Intelligence) whereby 
Germany and Mexico would become allies if the US entered the war against Germany with the promise 
that Mexico would reclaim Texas, Arizona and New Mexico.  
(Cont. from previous page) 
The US President, in January 1918, presented a 14 point plan (in short below) as a start point to negotiate a 
peace process, viz; 
(1) Open Covenants of peace. 
(2) Freedom of navigation upon the seas. 
 (Cont. on next page) 
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(Cont. from previous page) 

(3) Establish equality of trade conditions. 
(4) Reducing National armaments. 
(5) Free, open-minded and impartial adjustment of all colonial claims. 
(6) Evacuation of all Russian territory.  
(7) Belgium to be evacuated and restored. 
(8) All French territory to be freed and the invaded portions to be restored. 
(9) Re-adjust the frontiers of Italy along clearly recognisable lines of nationality. 
(10) The peoples of Austria-Hungary be afforded the opportunity to autonomous development, 
(11) Romania, Serbia and Montenegro to be evacuated and occupied territories restored. Serbia to be 
accorded free access to the sea 
 (12) The Turkish portion of the Otterman Empire should be assured a secured sovereignty but other 
nationalities, now under Otterman Rule, should be assured of undoubted security of life and an 
opportunity of autonomous development and the Dardanelles should be permanently opened as a free 
passage to ships and commerce of all nations. 
(13) An Independent Polish State and assured of a free and a secure access to the sea. 
(14) A General Association of Nations be formed. 
 
The main Allied colleagues (Clemenceau of France, Lloyd George of the UK and Vittorio Orlando of Italy 
were skeptical of Wilson’s plan. 
 
The German government tried to obtain a Peace Settlement based on Wilson’s 14 Point Plan and said this 
was the basis of their surrender. 
Following negotiations the Allied Powers and Germany signed the armistice on the 11th November 1918 
but even in early June 1919 the Allied powers were ready to continue fighting unless the “Treaty of 
Versailles” was signed. 
 
32 countries signed off on 440 articles which covered 426 pages (11 pages of signatures, 13 Summary 
pages, 27 pages of other Treaties including five pages of their signatories and four maps).  
The “Treaty” covered six parts;  
Part 1 The Covenant of the League of Nations, Part 2 The boundaries of Germany, Part 3 Political clauses 
for Europe, Part 4 German rights and interests outside of Germany, Part 5 Military, Naval and Air clauses 
and Part 6 Prisoners of War and Graves. 

 
5 CSSB “FINAL” BAR-B-Q DINNER (Sat 13th November) 

What a great night at the “Maxwell Club” on the Holsworthy Army Base and what a great group of soldiers.  
 
We had three members representing  our Association with our President, David Czerkies, Alan Curry and 
Michael Moroney.   
We very kindly thank the CO of 5 CSSB, LTCOL Stephen Mencshelyl, and his RSM, WO 1 Peter Sheehy and 
Health Coy CSM SGT Kathryn Rooney for their very kind invitation to our Association. 
 
The caterers who prepared the bar-b-q did a magnificent job and their was plenty to eat. I also thank the 
bar staff who looked after the whole group.  
In all there would have been close to 80 in attendance.  
 
The “Highlight” was acclaiming all the presentations to very deserving recipients. The group photo shows:

- 
(Front Row L/R). PTE Laura Parsons, 
PTE Myke Octaviano, LT Ai Linh Tran 
Estepa, CAP Raymond Yeow (and Life 
Member of our Association). (Middle 
Row L/R). CPL Nardia Varde (and Life 
Member of our Association), SGT 
Kathryn Rooney (CSM 5 Health), MAJ 
Glenn Sisson (OC 5 Health), MAJ David 
Czerkies OAM CStJ (President, 5 Fd 
Amb RAAMC Assn), CPL Anthony Ly,  
Alan Curry OAM (Hon Sect 5 Fd Amb 
RAAMC Assn), LTCOL Stephen 
Mencshelyl (CO 5 CSSB), WO 1 Peter 
Sheehy (RSM 5 CSSB). (Rear Row L/R). 
WO 1 Glen Donaldson (RSM 5 Bde), 
CPL Hannah Mills, CAP Wilma Kong, 
CPL Glenn East (and member of our 
Association), PTE Hamish Young, LT 
Cameron Gibbs and SGT Steven Salleo 
and LT Anna D’Ambrosi.  

 (Missing from  photo –Michael Moroney)  (Cont. on next page) 
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(Cont. from previous page) 
 

 
Some of the assembled 
members of 5 CSSB in 
the Maxwell Club. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The above photos show (L) CPL Hannah Mills receiving the 
“Soldier of the Year” Award from the CO, LTCOL Stephen Menschelyl and the Bronze Commendation (R)
from the OC, MAJ Glenn Sisson with the CSM SGT Kathryn Rooney by her side. 
 
 

(Left photo) shows WO1 
Glen Donaldson (RSM 5 Bde)  
Informing everyone of the 
background of 5 Field 
Ambulance  to the present. 
 
(Right photo) shows MAJ 
Glenn Sisson (OC 5 Health 
Coy) about to present the 
framed 5 Health Coy 
memento to the CO of 5 
CSSB, LT COL Stephen 
Menschelyl  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bottom left and right photos 
show the President of 5 Field 
Ambulance RAAMC Association, 
MAJ David Czerkies OAM CStJ 
reading the words (See Page 13) 
of our “Certificate of 
Appreciation” and presenting 
same to MAJ Glenn Sisson. 
(Our Association members may 
notice our Khaki Banner  case at 
the bottom R/H corner of our 
original Banner, which hangs in 
“Pride of Place” in the Medics 
corner of the Club.) 

 
Our Association is proud 

to be associated with 5 CSSB through their Health Company. 
The Commanding Officer, LTCOL Stephen Menschelyl and his full time staff and all his reservists have 
contributed and been a big part in assisting many local authorities in the recent catastrophes of the 
bushfires, floods and the current Covid-19 pandemic. The measure of a good unit is the confidence and 
respect, shown and given, by all members so as to achieve a common objective. Times will change but 
the objective does not. 
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Betty Crossley’s beautiful and unforgettable memories of her late husband, Roy. (Read more on Betty, Page 23) 

(Cont. on next page 
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“A THOUSAND MEN ARE MARCHING BY” 
A thousand men are marching by, a glassy stare in every eye 
As they pass the sky grows red. We are not the living, but the 
dead. 
Our lives were lost, taken away, yet we all sought to live 
another day 
Then guns and bullets toll’d our bell and we were the ones 
they sent to Hell.  
Far away, our loved ones grieve told by ‘patriots’ they must 
believe 
Our sacrifice was for the cause, but the reason they’re given is 
‘just because …’. 
Our ghosts wish to see skies of blue. For me, “Dear wife, I 
dream of you” 
It was not easy to leave for fields of battle but you were spared 
the cry of my death’s rattle.  
As the Sun sets o’er this land once more, silence, where loud 
there was the cannons roar 
All is peace, where before was endless noise. The guns are 
quiet, so let’s all rejoice. 
What’s done is done for evermore. So never again will you 
open the door 
To greet me as we embrace and kiss again.  
Because my love, you sleep alone, but with me there are a 
thousand men.  

By Alistair Pope16 April 2020 

 Cont. from previous  page 

 

.No person is ever truly alone. Those who live no more, whom we loved, echo still within our thoughts, our words, our hearts  
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Certificate of Appreciation 
From all members, past and present, of our Association 

 

To OC MAJ Glenn Sisson, his fellow Officers and all Other 

Ranks of 5 Health Company, 5 CSSB. 

For all their voluntary service, especially on ANZAC Day for all the years 

our Association have had the pleasure of your presence, in uniform, and 

leading our Association, carrying our Banner and being a part of our 

Reunions. 

This occasion also marks the end of Health Company 5 CSSB as it will be 

re-named 1/5 Health Company and become part of the new 2 Health 

Battalion in 2021 

It will never be forgotten that 5 Field Ambulance is the catalyst of the new 

1/5 Health Company and the Health Companies which preceded since 1995 

when it was then re-named as 5 BASB, 5 Field Ambulance. 

PRESIDENT: MAJ David Czerkies OAM CStJ  

SECRETARY: Alan Curry OAM  

 

 

DATE: 13 NOVEMBER 2021 

 

“Semper Paratus” 

5 FIELD AMBULANCE RAAMC ASSOCIATION 
Est. 1982 

CO Patrons: Colonel Ray Hyslop OAM RFD & LTCOL Derek Cannon RFD 

President: MAJ David Czerkies OAM CStJ 

www.raamc.org.au 

A Proud Member of the RAAMC & HSCA Association Inc. 

http://www.raamc.org.
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OUR ANNUAL REUNION 
Our committee decided, early in the year to have a change of venue from the Paddington-Woollahra RSL 
Club to Parramatta RSL Club (now called Club Parramatta). 
We may have to have a re-think for our 2022 Reunion! We were situated in a good spot but it was very 
noisy to the point that the speakers could not be heard very well due to the popular patronage of club 
members seated on tables nearby. 
 
The inclement weather and the Covid-19 problem plus the fact that rail trackwork was in place made sure a 
poor attendance was the order for the day! 
 
Having said that, 14 members and partners/friends attended and all were treated extremely well by all the 
club staff. The food and drink was to everyone’s satisfaction and the interaction was convivial. 
 
We especially thank the OC of 5 Health Coy, MAJ Glenn Sisson, for representing the Health Coy. 
 
The “Highlight” of the Luncheon was the presentation of the Pewter mug, by our previous president, Derek 
Cannon, to his successor, MAJ David Czerkies, on the occasion of David receiving the OAM and the CStJ. 
It was inscribed as a memento David from our Association. 
 
David thanked everyone for coming, including Glenn, and all were given an ‘update’ of where Health units 
will be in 2022 and beyond. 
 
Alan Curry thanked everyone for their last minute purchases of our yearly $1 Raffle and also Derek for 
donating four books. Everyone who purchased a raffle ticket on the day was placed in the draw for the 
books and their tickets were then placed in with the total yearly ticket bag for another chance in the 
Annual draw. 
The books were won by Theo Dechaufepie (Fromelles to Pozieres), Ann Jackson (History of Crown Street 
Women’s Hospital), Stu’ Jones (SAS Trooper) and Glenn Sisson (Bourke & Wills). 
The total $1 yearly raffle raised $340 of which our Association kept 50% ($170). The members present 
decided to have three prizes:- 1st prize was $100, 2nd prize was $50 and 3rd prize was $20. Mrs Margaret 
Tanner won the 1st and 3rd prize ($120) and Janice Roberts (who was present at our luncheon) won the 
2nd prize of $50. 

 
Left shows Stu’ 
Jones and Glenn 
Sisson having a 
discussion. 
 
Right shows David 
raising a ‘Toast’ to 
Derek. 
 
 
 
 
 

The group photo shows Glenn Sisson kneeling and in front 
row (L/R) Derek Cannon, Stu’ Jones, Ann Jackson, Sue 
Jones, Janice Roberts, Ruth Curry, Margaret Fiorentino, Alan Curry. Standing at rear (L/R) Gail Tams, 

Michael Moroney, Theo Dechaufepie, David 
Czerkies and Fred Bell. 
 
The Banner in the background was one of our old 
Banners left  in the safe hands of our late member, 
Nelson Fiorentino. Margaret brought it along for us 
to display. It was very much appreciated. 
 
APOLOGIES were received from Bill Rylands, Bob 
Grieves, Kevin Hurrell, Rob Stewart, Edna Cannon, 
Trevor and Deb Taylor, Joe Gatty, Warren Barnes, 
Noel Christensen, Ron and Adrienne Foley, Don 
Walker, Edwin Lowery, Jim Zorbas, Suresh 
Badami, Robert Love, Hugh McCarty, Mick 
Carlson, Josh Evans, Tomas & Betty Hamilton, 
Terry Irvine, John Davies, Bruce Whittet, Barry & 
Heather Perigo, Bob Reid, Jim Roche, Stephen 
Steigrad, George Sip, Michael Tyquin and John 
Weaver. 
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THE BATTLE OF NUI LE 
This was the last major battle of the Vietnam war and occurred on the 21st September 1971. 
 
When the Australian government made the decision, in November 1970, to start reducing our troops in 
1971, Intelligence Reports revealed a major build-up of Viet Cong (VC) and the People’s Army of Vietnam
(PAVN) in the north of Phuc Tuy Province. The VC and PAVN were preparing for the withdrawal of 1st 
Australian Task Force. 
 

Operation Ivanhoe was launched on the 19th September 1971. It was a Search and Destroy sweep of 
the Courtenay Rubber plantation at Nui Le, a small hill within Quang Thanh commune in the Chau Duc 
district (today known as Ba Ria-Vung Tau Province). 
 
It was led by 4RAR/”V” Coy, NZ (ANZAC) Battalion and supported by 3 RAR, APC’s from 3 Cav Regt, 
Sappers from 1 Fd Sqn RAE, and guns from 12th Fd Regt RAA. It also included 161 (Independent) 
Reconnaissance Flight and US aircraft. 
 
Patrols from 11 platoon “D” Coy on the morning of the 21st September found sawn logs near part of the 
rubber plantation suggesting fortified bunker positions were nearby. 
“B” & “D” Companies moved to attack those fortifications. 12 platoon made first contact with a bunker 
system which contained security elements of the PAVN 33rd Regt HQ. 
 
After enemy attacks on 11 and 12 platoons they were ordered to withdraw so that air strikes and artillery 
could be called on. 
 
At 1400hrs “D” Coy was ordered forward to search and destroy the bunker systems. The PAVN were still 
there and let them advance about 50 mtrs into the bunkers then opened fire, killing three and wounding 
two from 11 platoon. 
 
12 platoon was pinned down. The PAVN disengaged about 2100hrs after being shelled by our artillery. The 
PAVN had removed whatever dead and wounded they could carry. 
 
In all the fighting we lost six killed and 30 wounded. They were evacuated by helicopter on the morning of 
the 22nd September. A “Guard of Honour” saluted the fallen. 
 
On the 23rd September “D” Coy and “V” Coy (NZ) moved back into the bunker systems which were found 
to be fully vacated by the VC and PAVN. LEST WE FORGET 

FORGIVING 
(With kind thanks to Salvation Army psychologist—Lyn Beasy) 

 
None of us will go through life without being hurt by others. We need to ensure we don’t believe a more 
effective way of dealing with hurt is to live with pain, hatred or bitterness. 
The past can’t be changed but we can learn from it to move forward. 
How we respond to our feelings will determine how successful we are at putting the past behind us so we 
can enjoy the future. 
Forgiveness is the key to helping us live in freedom from people or events that once hurt us. 
The alternative is to become bitter, but bitterness doesn’t stay in just one area of our lives –eventually it 
affects every part of us and the people around us. 
Sometimes we think that holding on to bitterness and resentment hurts those who hurt us, but in reality it 
ties us to them and means we remain their victim. Nelson Mandela, who spent 27 years in prison, chose 
not to remain bitter at his mistreatment. He wisely said…”resentment is like drinking poison, then hoping 
it will kill your enemies”. 
If you are being hurt regularly you need to change the pattern. You don’t deserve to be hurt and you may 
need to stay away from the offending person or people. 
It takes courage to face our past hurts and deal with the pain. Forgiving is a sign of strength that brings 
release and healing; It doesn’t let those who hurt us ‘off the hook’ and it doesn’t mean denying our 
feelings about what has happened. It does, however, give us the power and freedom to re-define who we 
are—from victim to victor. Nor do we have to forget in order to forgive. Forgiving someone doesn’t mean 
absolving them for being responsible for what they’ve done; it means acknowledging the offence, but no 
longer feeling the need for revenge. 
 
Forgiving doesn’t mean the relationship instantly heals—it may take time to re-build—if it ever does—but 
forgiveness is the start of your personal healing. It also doesn’t mean reconciling, because sometimes 
reconciliation is not possible. It takes two willing parties to reconcile—but takes only one to forgive. 
We don’t have to ‘feel’ ready to forgive; it is a decision we make. 
Forgiving is a process. Wounds take time to heal and a scar will remain, but eventually they won’t cause 
as much pain. 
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PRINCESS ALICE OF BATTENBERG 
(With kind thanks to member, Bill Rylands) 

Princess Alice was born in the Tapestry Room at Windsor Castle in Berkshire on the 25th February 1885. 
Her great grandmother, Queen Victoria, was present. Alice’s mother was Princess Victoria of Hess and her 
father was Prince Louis of Battenberg. 
 
Alice’s early childhood was spent between Darmstadt, London, Jugenheim and Malta as her father was in 
the navy. 
It became noticeable in her early years that Alice had a severe hearing problem from birth. She was 
diagnosed with congenital deafness.  
She learned to lip-read and spoke English and German. She was privately educated and also studied 
French. 
 
After she became engaged to Prince Andrew of Greece, she learned to speak Greek.  
They were married on the 6th October 1903 in a Civil Ceremony in Darmstadt and the next day they had 
two further religious ceremonies—one in the Lutheran Religion in the Evangelical Castle Church and the 
other in the Greek Orthodox Russian Chapel in the Mathildenhoe. 
Alice adopted the style of her husband and became known as Princess Andrew. 
 
They had five children, one of whom was the late Prince Philip. 
 
After the Greco-Turkish war in 1919, Prince Andrew was tried in court and banished. He and his family fled 
Greece and settled in a house on the outskirts of Paris. Alice helped in a charity shop for Greek refugees. 
 
She became very religious and in 1930 became mentally disturbed. She was diagnosed with Paranoid 
Schizophrenia and placed, by force, in a sanatorium. She protested that she was sane and tried to leave 
the asylum on many occasions. 
 
Sadly, during all her convalescence, she and her husband, Prince Andrew, drifted apart. Her daughters 
had married German princes in 1930 and 1931 and she did not attend any of their marriages. 
Her son, Philip, went to the UK and stayed with his uncles, Lord Louis Mountbatten and George 
Mountbatten. 
 
Alice remained in Kreuzlingen for two years and after a brief stay at a clinic in Merano in northern Italy was 
finally released. 
She began an itinerant, incognito existence in Central Europe but did keep in touch with her mother, but 
she broke off all ties with the rest of her family until the end of 1936. 
 
In 1937, Alice’s daughter, Cecille, her son-in-law and two of her grandchildren were killed in a plane crash 
at Ostend. Alice and her husband met at the funeral—the first time in six years. 
She resumed contact with her family but in 1938 she returned, alone, to Athens to work with the poor. She 
lived in a two-bedroom flat near the Benaki Museum. 
 
During WW 2, Alice was in a difficult situation of having sons-in-law fighting on the German side and a son 
(Philip) in the British Royal Navy. 
Alice and her sister-in-law, Princess Nicholas of Greece, lived in Athens for the duration of the war. Most 
of the Greek Royal family remained in exile in South Africa. 
 
Alice worked for the Red Cross. She helped organise soup kitchens for the starving people. She flew to 
Sweden to bring back medical supplies on the pretext of visiting her sister, Louise. 
Alice organised two shelters. One for orphaned and lost children and another as a nursing circuit for poor 
neighbourhoods.  
 
In 1943, after the fall of the Italian dictator, Benito Mussolini, the Germans occupied Athens. 
Alice was reportedly asked by a German general “Is there anything I can do for you?” to which she replied 
“You can take your troops out of my country”. 
 
A minority of Greek Jews had sought refuge in Athens and Alice had hidden a Jewish widow, Rachel 
Cohen, and two of her five children from the Gestapo. Alice remembered in 1913 that Rachel’s husband, 
Haimaki Cohen, had aided King George 1 of Greece and in return King George offered him any service that 
he could perform should Cohen ever need it, Cohen’s son reminded Alice of this and she honoured the 
promise. 
When Athens was liberated in 1944, Harold Macmillan, an MP in the Churchill government, visited Alice. He 
described her as “living in humble, not to say somewhat squalid conditions” (Alice had previously written 
to her son, Philip, telling him she had no food except bread and butter and no meat for several months). 
 
Sadly, Alice was informed that her husband, Prince Andrew had died in the December.  
 (Cont. on next page) 
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If you have served in the Australian armed forces or Reservists or have served with an Allied 
country’s military force, at home or overseas. Then now is the time to become involved with 
the RSL.  All serving and ex-serving Defence Force personnel are deemed to be 
veterans. 
The RSL is the predominant veteran organisation in Australia that offers SUPPORT to veterans 
and their families. More members are needed to continue our history of the best-known veteran 
organisation in Australia. It is now time to ensure the continuance of the RSL’s Founding 
Principles and to continue to provide Services, to Support the needs of Veterans and their 
families.  Do you know of any serving or ex-serving ADF member, ADF Reservists, or those 
who served in Allied Forces who could join an RSL sub-Branch? 

This advertisement is placed in good faith from the FAR WEST METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 We can always be contacted on Facebook: RSL NSW or rslfwmdc email: far-western-metrodc@rsl.org.au 

(Cont. from previous page) 

This news dashed any hopes for a post-war reunion between them. They had not seen each other since 
1939.  
 
Even in 1944 when communist guerrillas were fighting the British (from December 1944 to January 1945)  
the British were dismayed that Alice insisted on walking the streets to distribute rations to policemen and 
children, in contravention of a curfew order. When told she might be struck by a stray bullet, she replied 
“They tell me you don’t hear the shot that kills you, and in any case I am deaf, so why worry about it?” 
 
In 1947, Alice returned to the UK to attend the wedding of her son, Philip, to Princess Elizabeth. Alice had 
some of her remaining jewels used in Princess Elizabeth’s engagement ring. On their wedding day, Philip 
was created Duke of Edinburgh by King George V1. 
Alice’s daughters were not invited to the wedding because of the anti-German sentiments in Britain after 
WW 2. 
 
In 1949, Alice founded a nursing order of Greek Orthodox nuns called The Christian Sisterhood of Martha 
and Mary and she established a home for the Order in a hamlet, north of Athens.  
She undertook two tours of the United States (1950 and 1952) in an effort to raise funds. The Order 
eventually failed  due to the lack of suitable applicants. 
 
Alice’s health was declining and after the “1967 Colonels’ Coup” she left Greece and took up the invitation 
from her son, Philip, and Queen Elizabeth, to live permanently at Buckingham Palace. 
Although frail, Alice remained lucid until she passed away peacefully at Buckingham Palace on the 5th of 
December 1969. She was 84 years of age. 
 
Alice left no possessions as she had given them all away. Her dying wish was to be buried at the Convent 
of Saint Mary Magdalene in Gethsemane on the Mount of Olives in Jerusalem. 
Her wish was realised when her remains were transferred from the Royal Crypt in Saint George’s Chapel at 
Windsor Castle, on the 3rd of August 1988. 
 
On the 3rd of October 1994, Alice’s two surviving children, Philip and Princess George of Hanover went to 
Yad Vashem (Israel’s Official Memorial to the victims of the Holocaust. It is dedicated to preserving the memory of the dead; 
honouring Jews who fought against the Nazi oppressors and to Gentiles who selflessly aided Jews in need and researching the 
phenomenon of the Holocaust in particular and genocide in general, with the aim of avoiding such events in the future.) 
 
TITLES 
From her birth 25/2/1885 to 6/10/1903 Alice’s title was Her Serene Highness Princess Alice of Battenberg. 
From 6/10/1903 to 5/12/1969 her title was Her Royal Highness Princess Andrew of Greece and Denmark. 
From 1949 until her death she was sometimes known as Mother Superior Alice Elizabeth. 
 
HONOURS 
Dame of the Order of the Golden Lion-7/10/1903 
Dame Grand Cross of the Order of Saints Olga and Sophia 
Royal Red Cross-1913 
Dame of the Order of Queen Maria Luisa-9/4/1928 
 
POST HUMOUS 
Righteous Among Nations-1993 — (an Honorific used by the State of Israel to describe the non-Jews who risked their lives 
during the Holocaust to save Jews from extermination by the Nazis for altruistic reasons. 
British Hero of the Holocaust-2010 

———–——————————————————————————————————— 
(Paid ‘Ad’) 

 
 

Mateship is an Australian cultural idiom that embodies equality, loyalty and friendship. Russel Ward, in 
The Australian Legend, once saw the concept as central to the Australian people. Mateship derives from 
mate, meaning friend, commonly used in Australia as an amicable form of address.  
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MESSAGES FROM MEMBERS 
Terry IRVINE OAM sends his good wishes to all in our Association. Earlier in the year both he and his 
wife, Annette, delved into their ancestry and discovered some amazing results after their DNA tests.  
I am waiting on the story that Terry is yet to send me on his test but Annette sent me the following:- 
“I had my DNA test last January and it revealed the surprising discovery of a nephew in the Bronx (a 
Burrough in New York, USA, If only I had known this, back in 2016, when I was in New York and sang in 
Carnegie Hall with our choir!) 
After some exchanges of Emails the newly found families had a “zoom” meeting where I met half-brothers 
and sisters. One brother and a sister were in the UK and the other sister was in Johannesburg and myself 
in Jervis Bay on the NSW south coast. There was much convivial banter and discussion and many 
questions—particularly about my rich and ancient heritage from Lithuania. 
Zoom meetings continue and now include more family, both overseas and ours here. One of my sisters 
sent me a letter and enclosed the family’s traditional recipe for chicken soup, which has now become a 
favourite of my family—her letter finished saying…”Welcome to your Jewish roots”. 
(Thank you Terry and Annette for sharing this with us. I am glad Annette is able to keep you company at your dialysis treatments) 

————————————— 
Margaret TANNER wrote me a letter referring to the WW 1 diaries of Kenneth Price (the last instalment was 

placed in our last magazine — SPRING Issue 2021) she was thrilled to read sections of it where Kenneth actually 
met her father, Clarence Power, as both were stretcher bearers with 5 Field Ambulance.  
Margaret re-read the section in her dad’s diary of him telling his mates of his birthday (8th April 1916) and 
he received some chocolate from “Ken Price”. 
(Thank you Margaret for your letter. I hope this finds you in good health because I just heard from your niece, Wendy, that you had a 
fall and taken to hospital. Congratulations on winning our $1 Raffle. 
We are thinking of you and our prayers are with you at this time.) 

————————————- 
Jim ZORBAS enjoys reading our magazines and passes on his good wishes to everyone. He expressed 
his thanks for many of the interesting articles in our magazine. 
(Thank you Jum, for your text messages and support. I hope when you read this you and Lillian are safe and well.) 

———————————- 
Rayda NOBLE Passes on her good wishes for Christmas, to her friends in our 
Association. 
She recently texted me a lovely photo of her dad (the late Bernie Prain on the left) with an 
added message of when he was buried alive, in Tobruk, and gratefully rescued by his 
mates. (She still wears her dad’s ‘dog tags’ for good luck). 
She also enclosed a photo of her little companion dog, Macey, and another lovely photo of 
her between her grandchildren, Harrison and Ruby. 
 
Rayda holds on to cherished memories, particularly with her involvement in the “Rats of 
Tobruk” meetings. 

She is very happy the corona virus restrictions are now easing in Victoria because she has, like so many 
of her friends, missed seeing her loved ones. 
(Thank you Rayds, for your phone calls and text messages. I am pleased that you will have a lot more face-to-face contact with 
family now the covid situation is being relaxed.) 

——————————— 
Dr. Frank LANG OAM is well-known to many of our members. He and his wife, Val, are now enjoying a 
quiet life style and in a recent phone conversation with them he also asked to pass on his kind regards to 
all his friends in our Association and wish us all a very happy Christmas. 
 
Frank was an ENT surgeon for 40 years. When he obtained his degree in 1954 he, soon after, became the 
RMO at Royal Newcastle Hospital and spent a further two years Post Graduate training in ENT in the UK. 
On his return to Australia he was the ENT surgeon at Concord Repatriation Hospital for 25 years and then 
ten years at the Royal Children’s hospital in Camperdown, also ten years at Royal North Shore, lastly at 
Hornsby and District Hospital and the Sydney Adventist Hospital for 30 years until he retired in 1998. 
 
On top of all the above, Frank had the considerable time of 41 years in the CMF! He always called this his 
second career. 
It involved one night a week, two week-ends a month and two-six weeks continuous service in camps 
each year. 
Frank started out as a Private in the Sydney University Regiment. He gained his Commission as an 
infantry officer in 1953 and then transferred to the RAAMC when he graduated in 1955.  
 
Frank, in his very commendable service, saw him serve in the UK territorial Army for three years in the 
Airborne Parachute Brigade. On his return to Australia he served with 8 Field Ambulance, he was the 
RMO at 2 Bn RNSWR and 17 Bn RNSWR. He became CO of 1 Field Ambulance (1972-75), CO of 1 Gen 
Hosp (1977-80). 
 
He was the Consultant ENT Surgeon for the Australian Army (1986-91) and the Honorary Colonel of the 
RAAMC (NSW) (1996-98). 
 (Cont. on next page) 



19  

(Cont. from previous page) 

Frank was awarded the Efficiency Decoration (with 1st Clasp) in 1971, also the Reserve Forces Decoration  
(with 1st, 2nd and 3rd Clasp) in 1990.  
 
In 2006  he was recognised in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List with the OAM. 
 
Frank and Val were married in 1962 and they have five children, David, Robert, Angus, Kiloran and Kirsty 
and five grandchildren. 
Frank and Val enjoyed travelling in their earlier years with stand-out ones to Antarctica, The Arctic, Africa, 
South America as well as in the UK, the US and Europe. 
 
The other interests they have shared are the Theatre, Sports (Tennis, bowls and sailing) 
 
Frank has also been involved in various Associations such as the Royal United Services Institute, RAAMC 
Associations and committees and also Probus for more than 12 years in which he has served as President, 
Vice President and Welfare Office. He was made a Life Member of Probus in 2004. 
(Well Frank, our only regret is that you never did some service with 5 Field Ambulance BUT you joined us without any hesitation, and 
as a Life Member. You have many friends in our Association and that is so pleasing. I am pleased you are enjoying your well-earned 
retirement with Val by your side and the love and care you receive from your children and grandchildren.) 

———————————- 
John CATER is thanked for all the very pertinent info he passes on to me and in turn it is a pleasure to 
put it in our magazines for the enjoyment of all our members. 
 
You will read further on in “Items of Interest” some articles John sent to me. I have edited them for your 
enjoyment. 
(Thank you John, for taking the time to send me very interesting articles for me to edit. It is very much appreciated. ) 

——————————- 
Cliff SMITH passes on his good wishes to all in our Association. He kindly sent me two articles he 
thought may interest our members; one was a ‘clipping’ he come across in his archives about a friend and 
fellow officer, the late LTCOL Don Prothero. Barry Millar (also a friend and fellow officer) had written a 
small article regarding Don, who was Barry’s CO at 2 Div (RAASC). 
 
As Barry had written, Don joined up for WW 2 and lied about his age. He was placed in 9 Division. Whilst in 
Tobruk they were often strafed by the latest Me 109’s of the German Luftwaffe. Barry wrote that Don’s unit 
happened to shoot down a Me 109 and caused it to make a forced landing.  
 
It was found out later that the German pilot had strict instructions to destroy his aircraft due to the secrecy 
of this model, but the dazed pilot was quickly captured before he could detonate his plane! 
 
Don was among the men who captured the pilot.  
Barry wrote that many officers and men in his Company were either killed or wounded and Don found 
himself commissioned in the field—before his 19th birthday! 
 
Some time after the war, Barry said that Don went to the Sydney Morning Herald building to place an ‘Ad’ 
and said to the man behind the counter …”I seem to know your face”! To which the man answered.. “And I 
think I know you”? It then transpired that the man behind the counter was the German Luftwaffe pilot 
captured by Don and his mates when his plane ‘force landed’ in Tobruk!  
 
They remained in close contact and became friends for the rest of their lives 
Barry wrote how lucky we are to have known, and served under, men like the late Don Prothero. 
 
The other ‘clipping’ sent to me from Cliff was the WW 1 ship HMAT Shropshire’s bulletin called “The 
Shropshire Blimp”. It was a black and white document of some 20 pages. The cover depicted three 
drawings—one showed three blokes sitting around a small bush campfire and ‘boiling a billy’ the second 
showed the Australian Coat of Arms with the kangaroo and the emu and the third showed a ‘digger’ 
peering over his trench during WW 1. 
 
The HMAT Shropshire departed from Avonmouth docks on the 1st April 1919 with a large compliment of 
officers and men. All their names are listed and the states they all came from. What a joyous homecoming 
it must have been. 
 
There were many very interesting articles spread throughout the 20 pages but a “Forward” was printed by 
the OC Troops (did not give his name) which read:-  
 
After the storm — the calm. The great war with its dangers, privations and trials, forgotten for the moment during 
the all too short glimpses of “Blighty”, is over and we commence our period of rest and recuperation before taking 
up our civil avocation by the voyage home in the “Shropshire”. 
(Cont. on next page) 
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SS Warrimoo  
A FASCINATING SHORT SEA STORY  
The passenger steamer SS Warrimoo was quietly knifing its way through the waters of the mid-Pacific on its way 
from Vancouver to Australia.  
The navigator had just finished working out a star fix and brought the master, Captain John Phillips, the result.  
The Warrimoo's position was LAT 0o 3{' N and LON 179 30'W. The date was 31 December 1899.  
"Know what this means?" First Mate Payton broke in, "We're only a few miles from the ' intersection of the 
Equator and the International Date Line". Captain Phillips was prankish enough to take full advantage of the 
opportunity for achieving the navigational freak of a lifetime. He called his navigators to the bridge to check & 
double check the ships position. He changed course slightly so as to bear directly on his mark.  
Then he adjusted the engine speed. The calm weather & clear night worked in his favour.   
At mid-night the 'SS Warrimoo lay on the Equator at exactly the point where it crossed the lnternational Date Line! 
The consequences of this bizarre position were many:  
The forward part (bow) of the ship was in the Southern Hemisphere & in the middle of surnmer. The rear (stern) 
was in the Northern Hemisphere & in the middle of winter. The date in the aft part of the ship was 31 December 
1899. .ln the bow (forward) part it was 1 January 1900. This ship was therefore not only in Two different days, 
Two different months, Two different years, Two different seasons, but in two different centuries - all at the same 
time.  

(Cont. from previous page) 

“The Shropshire Blimp”, intended as a souvenir of the trip, will always bring to mind the closing days of your 
service as a soldier, days of happiness and contentment after your many months of strenuous effort in Gallipoli, 
France and Belgium. 
The time spent on the “Shropshire” will always be to me the most pleasant period of the war, made pleasant by the 
hearty co-operation of Officers, NCO’s and men. All necessary duties have been willing and cheerfully carried out, 
with the result that the ship has always been clean and sanitary, a large factor in the comfort, health and 
happiness of all on board. 
Too much praise cannot be given to the captain, officers and crew for their unremitting efforts on behalf of the 
comfort of the troops on board. 
May you, one and all, have a happy reunion with the loved ones so anxiously awaiting your return, and may your 
future life be one of happiness and prosperity. 
(See the article for reading in “Items of Interest”, (vii) ) 
(Thank you Cliff for sending me the above articles, it is much appreciated. I hope when you read this Issue that you and wife, 
Jeanette, are in good health) 

——————————- 
Ross SMITH is in the nursing home section of the War Vet’s Village in Narrabeen (Sydney) and he has 
always been a constant provider of interesting snippets from his life.  
I recently had the sad occasion of informing Ross, through his good wife, Jean, that his old pal, and WW 2 
army mate, Charlie Dodson, had passed away on the 16th October. Jean said Ross would be so upset that 
he would not be well enough to attend his mates funeral. 
 
Our eldest son, Stephen, is Charlie’s son-in-law and he flew down from the Northern Territory, where he is 
working, to assist the family with the funeral arrangements. 
(I hope when you read this Ross that you are ok. I am pleased that Jean is able to visit you as also are your sons, John, Ron and 
Paul.) 

——————————- 

      To CPL Nardia Varde on being presented with the  
      “Soldiers’ Medallion For Exemplary Service”. 
       
      (The Medallion is presented, annually, to soldiers of our 
      ADF with the rank of Corporal and below for those who 

have demonstrated exemplary service in the performance of 
their duties in the past 12 months, or for noteworthy service 
over a number of years.) 
 
Our Committee, on behalf of all our members, sincerely 
congratulates Nardia for the effort she has put in during her 
service with 5 Health Coy. 
       
       

 

With kind thanks to my neighbour, Leon Fitzgerald 
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"We'll all be rooned", said Hanrahan 
In accents most forlorn 
Outside the church, ere Mass began 
One frosty Sunday morn' 
The congregation stood about 
Coat collars to the ears 
And talked of stock and crops and drought 
As it had done for years 
"It's lookin' crook" said Daniel Croke 
"Bedad it's cruke me lad, 
But never since the banks went broke 
Has seasons been so bad" 
 
"It's dry all right" said young O'Neil 
With which astute remark 
He squatted down upon his heel 
And chewed a piece of bark 
And so around the chorus ran 
"It's keepin' dry no doubt" 
"We'll all be rooned" said Hanrahan 
"Before the year is out" 
"The crops are done, you'll have your work 
To save one bag of grain 
From here way out to Back o' Bourke 
They're singing out for rain" 
 
"They're singin' out for rain" he said 
"And all the tanks are dry." 
The congregation scratched its head 
And gazed around the sky 
"There won't be grass, in any case 
Enough to feed and ass 
There's not a blade on Casey's place 
As I came down to Mass" 
 
"If rain don't come this month" said Dan 
And cleared his throat to speak 
"We'll all be rooned" said Hanrahan 
"If rain don't come this week" 
A heavy silence seemed to steal 
On all at his remark 
And each man squatted on his heel 
And chewed a piece of bark 
"We want an inch of rain, we do" 
O'Neil observed at last 
But Croke "maintained" we wanted two 
To put the danger past 

 

"We want an inch of rain, we do" 
O'Neil observed at last 
But Croke "maintained" we wanted two 
To put the danger past 
"If we don't get three inches man 
Or four to break this drought. 
We'll all be rooned" said Hanrahan 
"Before the year is out" 
In God's good time, down came the rain, 
And all the afternoon 
On iron roof and window pane 
It drummed a homely tune 
 
And through the night it pattered still 
And lightsome, gladsome elves 
On dripping spout and window sill 
Kept talking to themselves 
It pelted, pelted all day long 
A-singing at its work 
Till every heart took up the song 
Way out to Back o' Bourke 
And every creek a banker ran 
And dams filled overtop 
"We'll all be rooned" said Hanrahan 
"If this rain doesn't stop" 
And stop it did in God's good time 
And Spring came into fold 
A mantle o'er the hills sublime 
Of green and pink and gold 
 
And days went by on dancing feet 
With harvest hopes immense 
And laughing eyes beheld the wheat 
Nid-nodding o'er the fence 
And, oh, the smiles on every face 
As happy lad and lass 
Through grass knee deep on Casey's place 
Went riding down to Mass 
While round the church in clothes genteel 
Discoursed the men of mark 
And each man squatted on his heel 
And chewed a piece of bark 
"There'll be bush fires for sure, me man, 
There will without a doubt 
We'll all be rooned" said Hanrahan 
"Before the year is out" 
((With kind thanks to author, John O’Brien & neighbour, Leon 
Fitzgerald) 

“SAID HANRAHAN” 

TO MY LITTLE DAUGHTER 
Away from home and loved ones, between us deep 
blue water. Each day my thoughts go home to you, 
my little darling daughter. 
But I must fight to keep you free, and all that I hold 
dear, Yet how long to see you now —just in your 
second year.  
Your eyes are like Australian sky, your hair like 
ripened wheat, 
I’d like to hear your merry tongue, its girlish sounds 
so sweet; 
May din of war stay far from you, God guard you 
night and day, and save my little girlie for the daddy 
who is far away. 
(with kind thanks to author, Bert Beros, and our late member, 
Marguerite Maxwell. It was written at Koitaki, PNG in late 
1940’s  to a ‘digger’ who was in hospital and showed Bert the 
photo of his little daughter. Bert made this poem for him) 

 

(With kind thanks to member, Bruce Whittet 
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The beautiful, evocative poem (below) was 
written by Joshua Dyer in 2019. He was 
then 14 years of age.  
 
I kindly acknowledge and thank the author 
and also our member, Robert (“Scotty”) 
Boyd for emailing it to me. 
 
(It is in a similar vein to the one on Page 12.) 

 
ONE THOUSAND MEN ARE WALKING 

 One thousand men are walking. Walking side 
by side 
 
Singing songs from home, the spirit as their 
guide. 
 
They walk toward the light milord they walk 
towards the sun 
 
they smoke and laugh and smile together no 
foes to outrun 
 
These men live on forever in the hearts of 
those they saved 
 
a nation truly grateful for the path of peace 
they paved 
they march as friends and comrades but they 
do not march for war 

 
step closer to salvation a tranquil steady 
corps 
 
the meadows lit with golden beams a beacon 
for the brave 
 
the emerald grass untrampled a reward for 
what they gave 
 
they dream of those they left behind and 
know they dream of them 
 
forever in those poppy fields there walks one 
thousand men 

STORY—BIG APPLES/SMALL APPLES: 
An old orchardist (he is now) owned 17 acres in Victoria’s 
Yarra Valley but after a hail storm back in the 70’s shredded 
his berries and cherries overnight, all he had left, after he 
had cleaned up the mess, was to re-plant his 1,000 cherry 
tomatoes. He harvested them the next year and they were a 
‘hit’ especially with the TAA airline company who secured 
them for its in-flight meals on their international routes.  
The following year cherry tomatoes were everywhere! This 
got the farmer thinking about growing “little apples” and 
applying the principle of the cherry tomato! He eventually 
found a place (through a friend) where he could obtain a 
sample, so he learnt to bud and graft an learned about root 
stock and scions—and he learned how to wait—because it 
takes four years for apple trees to bear fruit! 

He and his wife kept afloat with their cherry tomatoes crop and he working on nearby orchards and his wife 
working at the general store when needed. After six long years the farmer’s dreams were realised and his 
‘little apples’ were in steady demand. (An ordinary apple weighs about 165 grams whereas the ‘little apple’ 
weighs about 45 grams!) He would load his ‘Mini Minor’ to the hilt, drive it to the markets and unload the 
produce and drive back to his orchard to work on his farm. He, later, partnered with a big grower and 
received regular royalty cheques from his ‘little apples’, which were in great demand in the big hotels and 
‘up-market’ restaurants and the like. He was also ever alert to the theft of his budwood—like a stranger on 
the property, especially a grower who knows (snapping a scion off and pretending to wave the flies away 
but pockets the scion in his shirt pocket and when ‘they’ get home it’s grafted and gone!!) He said “once 
it’s out you lose your exclusivity”. This farmer has held his secret for over 40 years. In 2018 he was 
searching for a buyer to take over. 
He is now too old to do the physical work and he can’t maintain his orchard by himself anymore due to his 
health and his age. There is only he and his wife. His final answer might come down to him cutting down all 
his trees, placing them in heaps and burning them. 
(I do not know the final outcome of this true story which originated from an ABC program in 2018 and 
kindly ‘forwarded’ to me by email from my friend and neighbour—Leon Fitzgerald) 

Knowledge is knowing that a tomato is a fruit; Wisdom is not putting it in a fruit salad 
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Part 1 of the  life story is gratefully re-printed on behalf of Elizabeth (Betty/Liz) Crossley (nee Jordan) 

 

(Cont. on next page) 
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(Cont. from previous page) 

(Cont. on next page) 
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(Cont from previous page) 

 

To be concluded in our next quarterly issue in 2022. 
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 5 Health Coy Report 

5 Health Coy is currently transitioning to become part of the new 2 Health Battalion being established. It will be 
called 1/5 Health Coy. I will be posting into this unit, so effectively not posting out at all, but my 3 year tenure as 
OC is coming to an end. MAJ Sarah Winter will be OC 1/5 Hlth Coy. It will have its HQ at Randwick but parade 
across multiple locations including our current location at Holsworthy. 

As the ADF eases its COVID support to the government, 5 Health Company also begins to transition back to 
face-to-face training and support activities.  

Our major focus currently is managing our detachment from 5CSSB and transition to forming a combined health 
unit with all NSW and ACT-based health assets, namely those from 5 CSSB, 8 CSSB and the 3 Health Support 
Battalion. The new company will be known as 1/5 Health Company, with a HQ in Randwick. This company will 
be part of the new 2 Health Battalion covering southeast Qld, NSW and ACT, with its HQ in Brisbane. This 
transition began on 1 Nov 2021, with full command and control under the new arrangement by 1 Dec 
2021.  

The move is an exciting opportunity for the company, growing in size from 35 to 200, a mix of full-time and part-
time members and a broader scope of health support mission. It is a busy period with a significant amount of 
work being done to ensure a smooth transition whilst maintaining operational readiness. 

On a personal note, I am nearing the end of my 3-year tenure as OC 5 Health Coy. That time has gone quickly, 
seeing a significant shift in the way reserve forces are deployed. Our call-out for OP Bushfire Assist 
was unprecedented. Shortly thereafter, members were deployed on OP COVID Assist, then in support of OP 
Flood Assist earlier this year.  

It has been a pleasure and a privilege to lead the company. I know our members are in good hands in this next 
phase of the history of the 5 Field Ambulance, with MAJ Sarah Winter being the OC of the new 1/5 Health 
Company. I will continue to serve within the new health company.  

Wishing you and your families a safe and merry Christmas.  

MAJ Glenn Sisson. OC 5 Health Company, 5CSSB. 

Poem—”Australia Day” 
 

Australians are a funny lot, you'll often hear one curse, 
How things have started badly, and they'll probably get worse, 

The weathers dry, the sun's so hot it's stolen all the water, 
The Government has never done the things we think they oughta'. 

 
When the cricket bats are swinging or when someone scores a try, 

When a home grown horse has won the cup and made the owner cry, 
When some paralympic athlete hits the front and sets the pace, 

You'll hear 'Aussie Aussie Aussie' as the crowd goes off their face. 
  

And although we like to take a break in overseas locations, 
If you take the time to question this nomadic population, 

They will tell you without blinking that wherever they may roam, 
The best part of the journey was the last bit, .......coming home. 

  
For the sun was never brighter on the beach at Waikiki, 
Than it is on all the sandy shores Australia has to see, 
The water never purer nor the air as fresh and clear, 

The people never friendlier than those that we have here. 
  

If you venture to the outback where grass is scarce as snow, 
As you swelter you may wonder what it was that made you go, 

But just look at the locals who have lived there since their birth, 
And I know you will not find a better class of folk on earth. 

  
All across this wide brown country from the Cape to Hobart town, 

There are people who will help you when you find the chips are down, 
And if someone should abuse you, and does it just because, 

Then that person's not Australian, and that person never was. 
(Author unknown. Courtesy-from member, Barry Perrigo) 

Sometimes I forget to thank the people who make my life happy in so many ways. Sometimes I forget to 
tell them that I really do appreciate them for being an important part of my life. 
So thank you, all of you, just for being here for me. 
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HAPPY SUMMER BIRTHDAY TO OUR FOLLOWING MEMBERS 

DECEMBER 

Fred BELL 

Betty CROSSLEY (nee Jordan) 

Noel CHRISTENSEN 

George DONNELLY 

Stuart DOYLE 

Dr. Andrew ELLIS OAM 

Laurie FARRUGIA 

Ed HUNG 

Ernest JOHNSON 

Maureen LIVINGSTON 

Robert LOVE 

Nick MARSHALL 

Noel MOULDER 

Dr. Phillip McGRATH 

Barry O'KEEFE 

Chris O'REILLY 

Heather PERIGO 

Mick ROWLEY 

Peter SULLIVAN 

Nadia VARDE 

Adriana WHITE 

Ian WHITE 

JANUARY 

Greg BROWN 

Bob BUTLER 

Adrienne FOLEY 

Don JARMAN 

Ann JONES 

Colin KLINE 

Dr. Ted KRAMER OAM 

Alen LUCIC 

Paul NICHOLLS 

Eugene "Bill" O'KEEFE 

Mike O'KEEFFE 

Steve PARIS 

Barry PERIGO 

Ken PHILLIPS OAM 

Cath SALMON 

Dr. Stephen STEIGRAD 

Chris STRODE 

Trevor TAYLOR 

Rhyse VAUGHN 

David WILKINSON 

Warwick WILKINSON AO 

Margaret WOODHEAD 

FEBRUARY 

Sam ALEXANDER 

Ray BORG 

Dr. Harding BURNS OAM 

Jim CHAPMAN 

Greg CURRY 

Tony EVANS 

Brett FERRARI 

Dr. Ray HYSLOP OAM 

Robert LIKEMAN 

Michael MORONEY 

Marion NEWMAN 

Barbara PORTER 

Ross SMITH 

Dr. Peter TRALAGGAN 

Kate VERCOE 

 

THE TEST 
One night four college students were out partying late night and didn’t study for the test which was scheduled for 
the next day. In the morning, they thought of a plan. They made themselves look dirty with grease and dirt. 
Then they went to the Dean and said they had gone out to a wedding last night and on their way back the tyre of 
their car burst and they had to push the car all the way back. So they were in no condition to take the test. 
 
The Dean thought for a minute and said they can have the re-test after 3 days. They thanked him and said they will 
be ready by that time. 
On the third day, they appeared before the Dean. The Dean said that as this was a Special Condition Test, all four 
were required to sit in separate classrooms for the test.  
They all agreed as they had all prepared well in the last 3 days. 
The Test consisted of only 2 questions with the total of 100 Points: 
1) Your Name:  _________ (1 Points) 
2) Which tyre burst? __________ (99 Points) 
Options – (a) Front Left (b) Front Right (c) Rear Left (d) Rear Right 
Moral of the story: Take responsibility or you will learn your lesson. 
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ITEMS OF INTEREST 
(1) Books, Magazines Etc  (With kind thanks from our Government, Army Newspaper, Wikipedia and members.  

(i) Tobruk House News (Oct & Dec)———————————————-——————-(courtesy, Graham Gibson-President) 

(ii) FRONTLINE (Journal of 1st & 2nd 19th Bn)-Oct————————————————-——— (courtesy, Bob Pink OAM) 

(iii) CONTACT (Issues 17, 71)————————————————————————————-(courtesy, Paul Fookes) 

(iv) NSW State Archives (Sept)———————————————————————-———-(courtesy, Barry Perigo) 

(v) Naval Health Services N’Letter (Sept)——————————–———————————(courtesy, Bruce Whittet) 

(vi) REVEILLE NSW (Sept,)————————————————————————————————————-(courtesy, Alan Curry) 

(vii) The Shropshire Blimp (see also Messages from Members—Cliff Smith)——–———–-——————(courtesy, Cliff Smith) 

————————————— 
(2) INFECTIOUS DISEASES: 
Many endemics and pandemics have occurred throughout our world since the early ages. There have 
been three Bubonic plague (541-767, 1346-1353 and 1855-1860) which have caused the death of between 
115-300 million people.  
Ebola became known in June 1976, originating in equatorial Africa. It is a highly infectious and lethal 
disease that affects humans and animals, such as bats, rats, pigs, rabbits etc. 
 
HIV/AIDS (1981-present) has caused the death of over 36 million people.  
 
The World Health Organisation (WHO) had declared FIVE pandemics prior to Covid-19;  
(i) The Spanish Flu (1918-1920) which was estimated to have caused between 25 Million to 50 Million 
deaths worldwide. The bad news was kept relatively quiet because of the effect of WW 1. It was widely 
reported in Spanish newspapers (hence getting the name “Spanish Flu”) 
(ii) Asian Flu (1957-1958) estimated to have caused between one Million to four Million deaths. It was 
reported to have originated in Guizhou, China. 
(iii) Hong Kong Flu (1968-1969) and estimated to have caused between one Million to four Million deaths. It 
was said to have originated in China but was first reported in British Hong Kong. 
(iv) Russian Flu (1977-1979) and estimated to have caused about 700,000 deaths and thought to have 
originated in Northern China. 
(v) Swine Flu (2009-2010) reported to have caused 18,459 deaths although some studies showed that the 
number of cases (including asymptomatic) could be between 700 Million to 1.4 Billion people! 
 
The WHO estimates that between 250,000 to 500,000 die annually from the seasonal flu! 
 
The SARS (Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome) outbreak occurred between 2002-2004 was an endemic. It was 
first identified as originating in Foshan, China.  
WHO recorded 774 deaths worldwide (six cases were reported in Australia). China, Hong Kong and 
Taiwan recorded the majority of deaths. 
This infection spreads easily, especially from inanimate objects like eating utensils, cups, pens, TV 
remote controls, door knobs, light switches, key-boards, computer mouse, hand-rails, drinking fountains, 
etc etc, and also from cold sores, hand, foot and mouth disease and diarrhea are other examples of 
spreading the disease. 
The risk of infection is greatly reduced by washing the hands. Studies show when two children in one 
household have the flu, more then 50% of shared items are contaminated with the virus and 40-90% 
affected adults with rhinovirus have it on their hands. 
 
SARS—Cov-2, a new strain that causes Covid-19. 
 
MERS (Middle East Respiratory Syndrome)  first reported in 2012 (and still current) in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. It is 
also known as camel flu.  
Symptoms include fever, cough, diarrhea and shortness of breath. It is believed to have originated from 
bats but humans are typically affected from camels by either direct contact or indirectly spread between 
humans. 
As of 2021 there is no vaccine or treatment for the disease and WHO recommend that those who come in 
contact with camels, wash their hands and not come in contact with sick camels. 
Outbreaks have occurred in South Korea in 2015 and in Saudi Arabia in 2018. 
 
About 35% of people diagnosed with MERS will die from it. 
 
Covid-19 was declared a pandemic, by the WHO. in March 2020.  
The UN recognise 251 countries and territories around the world. 34 of these have had less than 5% of 
cases vaccinated and 12 out of the 46 countries have had up to 10% vaccinated of reported cases!  
Only one area has been fully vaccinated, being the UK tourist destination of Pitcairn Island—all 40 
Inhabitants! 
 
As at July 2021, FIVE sovereign States have not confirmed any cases of Covid-19: North Korea (Pop. 
25,660,000), Turkmenistan (Pop. 6,118,000), Tonga (Pop. 100,651), Nauru (Pop. 11,000),  
(Cont. on next page) 
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Tuvalu (Pop. 10,507) Dependent Territories with no confirmed cases of Covid-19: New Zealand’s (Cook 
Island 17,459), (Niue 1,549) and (Tokelau 1,501), Australia’s (Christmas Island 1,966), Norfolk Island 1,734) 
and Cocos (Keeling) Island 573), Norway (Svalbard & Jan Mayen 2,667) and UK’s (Pitcairn 40) 
 
Of all the countries which have reported vaccinations, there are 37 countries that have received less than 
60% of doses (Australia has now given over 38,million doses to our people) 

————————————— 
(3) CLIMATE CHANGE AND CLIMATE TERMINOLOGIES: 
The Paris Agreement of 2015 (supersedes the Kyoto Protocol) was negotiated by 194 parties (Australia is one) and 
within the UN framework conventions on climate change which established an international environmental 
treaty to combat dangerous human interference with the climate system. 
 
It aims to respond to the threat of global climate change by keeping global temperature rise well below two 
degrees Celsius above pre industrial level and to pursue efforts to limit to a further 1.5 degrees Celsius.  
The Agreement stated it would enter into force only if 55 countries that produced at least 55% of the world’s 
greenhouse gas emissions ( China and the US together represent almost 40% of global emissions) ratify or otherwise join 
the treaty. 
 
The Agreement also stated that the Parties would meet annually (known as the COP-Conference of the Parties). 
 
Glasgow was the host city for this current COP 26, (The Paris Agreement said the Parties would meet annually but the last 

few COP’s have been postponed due to the Covid-19 pandemic) and they met in the first two weeks in November 2021. 
Glasgow pledged to plant 18 million trees in preparation for this summit. 
 
Greenhouse Gas (GHG) is a gas that absorbs and emits radiant energy I.E. water vapour, carbon dioxide, 
methane, nitrous oxide, ozone etc. It can be emitted through burning of fossil fuels, land clearance and the 
production and consumption of food, manufactured goods, materials, wood, roads, buildings, 
transportation and other services.  
(Cement is one of the largest emitters of carbon dioxide and the world’s production is estimated at four billion tonnes per year! If the cement 
industry were a country it would be the 3rd largest emitter of carbon dioxide with up to 2.8 billion tonnes. The production of cement is a major 
contributor to climate change. The major users are China and the US) 

 
Non Greenhouse Gases are nitrogen, oxygen and argon. 
 
Climate Change includes global warming (driven by human-induced emissions of GHG’s) and the resulting large 
scale shifts in weather patterns. 
 
Carbon Footprint is the total GHG emissions caused by an individual, event, organisation, service, place or 
product expressed as a carbon dioxide equivalent. 
 
Global Stocktake is a requirement of the Paris Agreement which requires the Parties to regularly formulate 
their own climate action plans. There is no obligation under international law for the Parties to achieve their 
nationally determined contributions.  
It is designed for THREE ambitions;  
(i) to see what they have achieved so far.  
(ii) to identify what still needs to be done and  
(iii) to identify the approaches that can be taken to enhance their own efforts at national and international 
levels. 
It involves THREE phases; 
(i) Information collection and preparation. 
(ii) Technical assessment of the information and 
(iii) Political messages derived from the technical assessment. 
 
The FIRST global stocktake will take place in 2023. 
 
Mitigation—actions to limit global warming and its related effects. This involves reductions in human 
emissions of GHG as well as activities that reduce their concentration in the atmosphere. 
 
Ratchet Mechanism is a term used for each Party to submit enhanced nationally determined contributions 
EVERY FIVE YEARS, to ratchet up ambition to mitigate climate change. 
 
Climate Clock (not to be confused with the “Doomsday Clock”) was ‘launched in 2015 and is updated every year. It is 
a graphic to demonstrate how quickly the planet is approaching 1.5 degrees Celsius of global warming, 
given current emission trends. It also shows the amount of CO2 already emitted.  
 
As of 14 June 2021 the clock counts down to 31 December 2027 and shows the current global warming to 
date is 1.228 degrees Celsius 

————————————………..(Cont. on next page) 
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(4) PAPERS—(PANAMA—PARADISE—PANDORA): 
 
Each of the above papers contain millions of ‘leaked’ confidential and sensitive financial attorney/client 
and company information, all captured by electronic means.  
 
The Panama Papers came to light when an anonymous ‘whistle-blower’ contacted the German newspaper 
Suddeutsche Zeitung (SZ), in April 2016, and supplied electronic details of more than 214,488 offshore 
entities (many of them were ‘Shell’ organisations). (Offshore Business Entities are legal).  
 
(A ‘Shell’ Corporation is a company or organisation that only exists on paper. It has no office and no employees. It may have a bank 
account and may hold passive investments or be the registered owner of assets such as intellectual property or ships. ‘Shell’ 
companies are often abused for various illegal purposes and regulating them is very important to prevent such illegal activities). 

 
The ‘leaked’ info was sent to 380 International Consortium of Investigative Journalists (ICIJ) of which the 
Australian Broadcasting Corporation and the Australian Financial Review are among the 380 ICIJ.  
 
Some details were made public in November 2017, with stories still being released.  
Reports found some of Mossack Fonseca ‘Shell Corporations’ were used for illegal purposes, including 
fraud, tax evasion and evading international sanctions.  
  
In October 2020, Cologne prosecutors were charging German-born Jurgen Mossack and Panamanian 
Ramon Fonseca of being accessories to tax evasion and forming a criminal organisation.  
 
The Paradise Papers (consisting of over 13.4 million documents and contain the names of more than 120,000 people and 

companies) divulged info that originated from the legal firm Appleby, supposedly the largest law firm in the 
world. (They are an offshore legal service provider with offices in Bermuda, the British Virgin Islands, the Cayman Islands, Isle of 
Man, Jersey, Guernsey, Mauritius, Seychelles, Hong Kong and Shanghai. )  

The released information has resulted in scandal, litigation and loss of position of some named, as well as 
litigation against the media and journalists who published it. 
 
The Express Tribune (a Pakistani English-language newspaper) indicated that Apple, Nike and Facebook 
avoided billions of dollars of tax using offshore companies. 
 
The Pandora Papers (consisting more than 11.9 million ‘leaked’ documents) reveal the secret offshore accounts of 35 
World leaders and more than 100 billionaires, celebrities and business leaders and 400 public 
organisations from nearly 100 countries.  
They also exposed the involvement of little-known, yet very highly successful, Australian accountant, 
Graeme Briggs and his company, Asiaciti. 

————————————- 
(5) NEW DIRECTION FOR OUR ADF:  
A new defence Doctrine was produced in September 2021. The Chief of the ADF, General Angus Campbell 
AO DSC wrote that the purpose of the Doctrine being to shift from a single service and Joint publications 
to a simplified, unified collection of ADF doctrine. 
 
All publications will be grouped, i.e.  
CAPSTONE: The ADF’s role and its contribution to the Australian society. 
PHILOSOPHICAL: Principles for the application of military power for national objectives. 
INTEGRATION: Applying philosophical principles to planning, conducting and enabling campaigns and 
operations. It describes the use of military power in maritime, land, air, space and information and cyber 
domains. It provides guidance on the application of philosophical principles across the recognised 
domains within the ADF. 
APPLICATION: How tasks are conducted on operations and usually linked to INTEGRATION Doctrine. 
Capability Managers will be the main principal advisers and lead development of this doctrine. 
 
The ADF Philosophical Doctrine on Military Ethics consists of 60 pages containing six chapters, mainly 
dealing with ethics and ethical in the military understanding. (Those with access to the internet can view the complete  
doctrines at  http://dmet/vcd/adf.doctrine ). 
 

The newly adopted AUKUS Agreement will embrace, over time, armament capabilities to enhance 
Australia’s ability to deter and respond to potential security challenges. These include:- 
Tomahawk guided missiles in our Hobart –class destroyers. Joint air to service Standoff missiles enabling 
our F/A-18F Super Hornets and, eventually, our F-35A Lightning 11 aircraft to hit targets at a range of 
900klms. Long-range Anti-ship missiles for the F/A-18F Super Hornets.  
Continuing collaboration with the US  re the development of hypersonic missiles for our aircraft. Precision 
strike guided missiles for our land forces. Accelerating $1 Billion  for a sovereign, guided weapons, 
manufacturing enterprise. 

——————————————— 
 (Cont. on next page) 
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(6) ADF & NASHO REUNION-70TH ANNIVERSARY: (Kind thanks to member, John Cater) 
This re-scheduled reunion is to take place in Moree, NSW from 25th to 27th March 2022.  
The popular Normie Rowe will be in attendance. The venue is the Moree and Districts Services Club, Albert 
St., Moree. 
 
There is a Nomination Form to complete and the cost is $95 per person which covers the Friday “Meet and 
Greet” and a Memorial Service, Saturday Night Dinner (entertainment with Normie Rowe) and on the 
Sunday a Bar-B-Q brunch. 
 
There will be a number of items for sale like “T” shirts, caps, stubby holders and pocket patches. 
 
If any interested member needs a Nomination Form they can either contact myself (Alan 0427824646) or 
Barry Fitzgerald (President-Moree Nasho’s-0435827139), John Tramby (0428659048) or John Cater 
(02.49558779). RSVP BY 18th MARCH 2022. 

———————————— 

(7) A RUSSIAN WARSHIP VISITS NEWCASTLE: (Kind thanks to member, John Cater) 
Many Russian ships have visited Australia since the early 1800’s, mainly to 
Sydney Cove, Victoria and Tasmania.  
It caused a gradual ripple of concern to the extent that, due to the Australian 
gold rush in the 1840’s and 50’s and the Crimean War between England and 
Russia, paranoia of a Russian invasion gripped the Colony.  
Russian immigrants began to increase in the 1850’s 
 
In 1855, the Colony built fortifications around Admiralty House and 
completed Fort Denison on Pinchgut Island (Sydney). 

When the Russian Flagship, “Bogatyr” visited Melbourne and Sydney in 1863, the ship and crew were 
welcomed with warmth and more than 8,000 visitors were welcomed aboard, over several days, when the 
ship was in Melbourne. 
 
“The Times” newspaper in England published an article, in 1864, asserting the Colonies were on the edge 
of a Russian invasion! Australian newspapers, including “The Age” and the “Argus” took the claims 
seriously and began to write the need for increased defence capabilities against the threat of a Russian 
invasion. 
In May 1870, war rumours heightened again when the Russian corvette, “Boyaryin” sailed up the Derwent 
River, but it was a mercy dash because the ship’s Purser was very ill and needed medical attention in 
hospital. The ship was given permission to berth and remained in port for two weeks where it replenished 
fuel and supplies. The crew were allowed shore leave and some spoke three languages, including English. 
The ship’s Purser (Grigory Belavin) died in hospital and the Captain of the “Boyaryin”, as a “Thank You” 
to the citizens of Hobart, presented to the City of Hobart two mortars from the ship. They still stand today 
at the entrance to the Anglesea Barracks! 
 
Now back to Newcastle when, on the January 10th 1888, the Russian Man O War “Rynda” signalled for a 
pilot (Pilot Melville) to guide the ship safely to No5 Horseshoe Buoy. She came to replenish her bunkers. 
Some locals feared she had come for war and fled! 
This was the first time a Russian warship had visited the port of Newcastle.  
 
The “Rynda” was a barque rigged steam corvette. She had an elliptical stem and a straight stern. She had 
a compliment of 350 Officers and men (of which 20 were members of the band). Her armament consisted 
of 23 guns (10 forty pounders and 13 smaller calibre guns).  
 
She was two years old and built in St Petersburg. She was registered 18,000 tons and her length was 365 
feet and beam of 42 feet and she drew 18 & 1/2 feet. She was capable of sailing at about 14 knots under 
canvas and about 16 knots under steam on a moderate consumption of coal. She was also equipped with 
two steam launches and ten ordinary boats. She is also fitted with electric lights and 150 burners for this 
purpose, and oil is also used.  
 
“Rynda” remained in Newcastle for about a week and locals were very appreciative of the ship’s band 
playing a selection of tunes on occasions. 
She left for Sydney and later to Melbourne and then New Zealand before heading back home to 
Vladivostok. 

———————————- 
(8) GERMAN SUBMARINE—U862: (Kind thanks to member, John Cater) 
This submarine was a type IXD2 and laid down in August 1942. It was commissioned in October 1943 with 
a compliment of 55 men.  
 
She was 287 feet long with a 24 feet 7 inch beam. It was 33 feet 6 inches high. …….(Cont. on next page) 
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It had twin six foot propellors. It could travel on the surface at 20.8 knots (6.9 knots when submerged). It 
could operate submerged for 121 nautical miles at 2 knots. Its range was 12,750 nautical miles. 
 
It was fitted with six torpedo tubes (four in the bow and two in the stern) and caried 24 torpedoes. Its 
other armaments were a 4 inch naval gun (150 rounds), a 1.5 inch Flak M42 (2,575 rounds) and two .79 
inch anti aircraft guns (8,100 rounds). 
It displaced 1,610 tons on the surface and 1,799 tons when submerged. 
 
The U862 was one of the most travelled submarines in WW 2. It conducted two patrols during WW 2. 
 
On PATROL 1 she left Germany in May 1944 and proceeded to Penang in Japanese-controlled Malaya. 
(Penang was the base for the 33rd U-boat flotilla)  
 
On its way to Penang she launched a T57/G7 Zaunkonig Acoustic Homing torpedo at a tanker but the 
torpedo turned full circle and ‘homed in’ on the U862. An emergency ‘crash-dive’ and silent running saved 
it from her own torpedo! 
She shot down an allied PBY Catalina from 265 Sqn RAF in August 1944 and escaped an intense search. 
 
She sank several merchant ships in Mozambique Channel between Africa and Madagascar. These 
included  
The US ship “Robin Goodfellow”  carrying 6,000 tons of chrome ore, 66 died and no survivors, also four 
UK ships; “Radbury” carrying 5,000 tons of coal, 23 died. “Empire Lancer” carrying 2,000 tons of copper 
and 1,000 tons of military stores, 42 died. “Nairung” carrying general cargo and military stores, 92 died 
with no survivors. “Wayfarer” carrying 3,000 tons of copper and 2,000 tons of coal. 51 died. 
 
On PATROL 2 she departed, in December 1944, from Batavia in the Japanese-occupied Netherland East 
Indies and travelled down the west coast of Australia, across the Great Australian Bight and around the 
coast of Tasmania and then north towards Sydney. She returned to the Indian Ocean. 
During her travels she sunk two US ships “Robert J Walker” carrying ballast. Two died. “Peter Sylvester” 
carrying 2,000 tons of US military supplies, 317 mules and 107 soldiers. 33 Died. 
 
When Germany surrendered in May 1945, the U862 was taken over by the Imperial Japanese Navy and re-
named I-502. When Japan surrendered in August 1945 the U862/I-502 was eventually scuttled in the Strait 
of Malacca on 13th February 1946. 
The crew of U862 suffered no casualties. Some returned to Germany after the war and others, who were 
interned in a camp in north Wales, decided to remain in Wales and they settled in nearby communities. 

————————————- 
(9) COVID-19 UPDATE:  
Australia began our vaccination program in February 2021 with the goal of vaccinating all willing 
participants before 2022. 
As at the 14th of November this year Australia has administered nearly 38 million vaccine doses across 
the country. We have achieved 90.5% 1st dose and 83.2% 2nd dose, for everyone 16 years and over. 
 
The rollout is in four phases viz; 
Phase 1a involved workers in Quarantine Services, Border and Front-Line Health Care workers, Aged 
Care and Disability Care staff and workers. 678,000 fell into this group. 
 
Phase 1b involved elderly adults 70 years of age and over, other Health Care workers, Aborigine and 
Torres Strait Islanders over 55, Adults with underlying medical conditions including those with a 
disability, Critical High-Risk workers including Defence, Emergency and Meat Processing. 6,139,000 fell 
into this group. 
Phase 2a involved Elderly Adults in the 60-69 age groups, Adults in the 40-59 age groups and Aborigine 
and Torres Strait Islanders in the 18-54 age groups, Other critical High-Risk workers. 6,570,000 fell into 
this group. 
 
Phase 2b involved Adults in the 16-39 age group, Any Unvaccinated Australians from previous Phases.  
6,643,000 fell into this group. 
 

Phase 3 involves the 12-15 year age group and 1,243,990 fell into this group. 

Phase 4 is planned for 500,000 to receive 500,000 booster doses for the immunocompromised. 

It is known that medicines are the world’s largest fraud market, estimated to be worth over $200 Billion 

per year. It makes the demand for Covid-19 vulnerable to counterfeit, theft, scams and cyber attacks 

throughout the supply chain. It has been referred to as the most valuable asset on earth. (Cont. on next page) 
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Interpol called it “liquid gold”. There are at least a half a dozen countries that have less than 1% of their 
population vaccinated! 
 

There are eight manufacturers of the Covid-19 vaccines with the cheapest being AstraZeneca at US$2 

rising to the dearest, being Moderna at US$18. 

Pfizer-BioNtech has been approved and had administered 125 million doses, from February 2021. Oxford-
AstraZeneca has been approved and administered 53.8 million doses from March 2021. Moderna has been 
approved and administered 25 million doses from September 2021. Jansen has been approved from June 
2021, there have been none ordered and none administered. Novavax is not approved as yet and are 
undergoing clinical trials. 

————————————- 

(10) INDO-PACIFIC ENDEAVOUR 2021:  

Continues since the Australian government’s 2016 White Paper (196 pages). The first IPE was in 2017. The 
2019 IPE was cancelled due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  

It is delivering our government’s promise to promote security and stability through Australia’s near 
regions through bi-lateral and multi-lateral engagement, training and capacity building.  

Australia is committed to making effective contributions to humanitarian and security efforts in the Indo-
Pacific regions. 

Past IPE commitments have seen the participation and involvement of more than 1,200 personnel, four 
ships, aircraft and army elements. 

 

This year we will have HMAS Canberra and HMAS ANZAC and the re-supply vessel HMAS Sirius involved. 

Six army health personnel will be on board HMAS Canberra which includes a radiographer and a 
physiotherapist.  

About 700 people, including ADF and civilian defence personnel plus sea riders from partner nations, will 
be involved. 

 

The IPO 2021 began in late August and will conclude in November. Commodore Mal Wise said although 
this deployment would remain contactless the opportunities to conduct engagements are very meaningful. 

——————————- 
(11) OMICRON VARIANT; 
After reading ITEMS 2 & 9 (above) this new virus has emerged. The World Health Organisation was first 
alerted of this new strain from South Africa on the 24th November and on the 26th November WHO 
designated is as a variant of concern and named it SARS-Cov-2 Omicron (Omicron is the 15th Letter of the Greek 
Alphabet).  

It is the virus that causes Covid-19. The variant has an unusually large number of mutations, several are 
novel and several affect the “Spike Protein” (Spike-(S) Glycoprotein– the largest of the four major structural proteins 
found in Coronaviruses). 

 

A spokesperson for the South African Medical Association reported that there were no unusual symptoms. 
Patients reported fatigue, aches and pains but no cough or change in sense of smell or taste. There has 
been no significant change in hospital admissions. 

17 Countries have reported the Omicron variant with South Africa the highest at 114. Australia has 
reported five cases. 

 

GISAID (Global Initiative on Sharing Avian Influenza Data) was established in 2008) it provides open access to genomic 
data of ‘flu viruses and the Corona Virus responsible for the Covid-19 Pandemic. Since its establishment, 
GISAID has been recognised for incentivising rapid exchange for outbreak data during the H1 N1 
pandemic in 2009, the H7 N9 endemic of 2013 and the Covid-19 pandemic in 2020. The G20 Health 
ministers recognised GISAID’s contributions in 2017 and the WHO chief scientist called the Data Scientific 
Initiative a “game changer”! 

 

# Always believe something wonderful is going to happen. Even with all the Ups and 
Downs never take a day for  granted. Smile, cherish the little things and remember to 
hug the ones you really love. 
 
# Dear Algebra, please stop asking me to find your “X”! She’s never going to come 
back and don’t ask “Y” 
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LATE SUBSCRIBERS 
A gentle ‘reminder’ to our members who pay yearly ($15). We very much rely on your subs to keep our 
magazine in circulation.  
When you read this and if you are not sure if you have paid your $15 would you kindly phone or email me 
and I will let you know if you are ’up to date’ with your subs. With our kind thanks, Alan Curry (0427824646, 
(02) 4982.2189 or email:- curry36@bigpond.net.au  

2022 FUND-RAISER 
We are continuing, next year, with our $1 Raffle sales with half the money raised staying with our 

Association and the other half being offered as prizes at our Annual ‘Mixed’ Luncheon, held on the last 

Saturday in November. (Read our 2021 summary on Page 14) 

The only money we obtain is mainly from our yearly paying members, and some of our very generous 

members (and sometimes non members). Some income comes from our paid Ads.  

Do you know an organisation who would be willing to place an Ad in our magazine? We are very thankful 

to any organisation who place their Ad. with us.  

ALL MONIES received are gratefully acknowledged in our magazine, with our sincere thanks. 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO JOIN OUR ASSOCIATION? 
Did you serve in 5 Field Ambulance? Do you, or did you have, a friend in our Association and would you 

like to become one of us? If so, cut out and fill in the last page and tell me your story, and post or email it 

to me! 

We look forward to signing up members of our newly created 1/5 Health (which once was 5 Fd Amb). 
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ACTIVITY SHEET 
(Please advise your choice/s. Any item ordered includes postage) 

Please find enclosed my Subs for 2021 ($15) (covers from January to December) or LIFE 

MEMBERSHIP ($100) or Donation (See my details below). 

I would like to pay for ____$1 Raffle Ticket/s in our Yearly Fund-Raiser for 2022 

Please post me 5 Field Ambulance Assn “BUMPER Etc STICKERS” ($5 for 1, $6 for 2, $7 for 3 ) 

Please send me____”Special Edition” 2015 Centenary Calendar/s @ $7 each. 

Please order me a Centenary “POLO” Shirt (with pocket) @ $70 each. SIZE_______. 

Please order me____copies of the DVD of our 50th AND/OR 100th Anniversary Parade @ 

$20 ea. (The 50th also includes a brief history of the 2/5th Australian Field Ambulance) 

Please send me____ RAAMC Centenary “Coin and Token” set/s @ $30 each. 

Please send me a RAAMC coat/jacket Lapel Pin for $15. 

Please send me a RAAMC Red Cross Arm-Band @ $10 each. (3 left) 

Please send me a 5 Field Ambulance RAAMC KEY RING ($15). (With my membership number on it, if 

possible.) 

Please ORDER me a NAME BADGE ($20) 

Please ORDER me a BERET (XL/Large/Medium/Small)  ($40),*BERET BADGE ($25),*COLLAR  

BADGE ($10), *CORPS TIE ($50) ---please indicate size of Beret & whether Badges/Ties are to be 

RAAMC, RACT or RAEME. 

(Please make any Cheques/Money Orders etc payable to:- “5 Field Ambulance Association” and post to 

either:- Alan Curry OAM (Hon Sec) 35/1a Gordon Cl., ANNA BAY NSW 2316 OR Ann Jackson (Hon Treas.), 

64 Morris St, ST MARYS NSW 2760—All acknowledgements will be in our next issue. 

Our EFT details are: BSB: 637000, Account Number: 717253825, Account Name: 5th Field Ambulance 

Association, BANK: Greater. (Please Identify your name) 

COMMENTS/ORDERS ETC: FROM:_________________________________ 

CONTACT No:_____________________MONEY ENCLOSED $_____________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Our committee welcomes your application. You may have read some of our quarterly  
magazines or perhaps visited our web site. You may have had a relative, or friend, who 
served with 5 Field Ambulance.  Since the late 1990’s  the Army decided to  
re-classify 5 Field Ambulance from a ‘stand alone’ Reserve unit as a  Health  
Company within 5 Combat Service Support Battalion and stationed at Holsworthy (NSW) 
 
It matters not whether you have served, or are still serving, you will be made most 
welcome. We respectfully ask that you write and tell us a little of your life so we can 
formally introduce you to our members.. Thank you for reading this. 
 

“ SEMPER PARATUS “ 

5 FIELD AMBULANCE RAAMC ASSOCIATION 
Est 1982 

CO-Patrons: COL Ray Hyslop OAM RFD and LTCOL Derek Cannon RFD 

President: MAJ David SZERKIES OAM CStJ 

WEB SITE: www.raamc.org.au 

A proud member of the RAAMC & HSC Association Inc. 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
Preferred Title: 

Mr./ Mrs./ M/s. Dr. Etc. (Please Indicate)  ———————-   Date of Birth: ————————— 
 

FAMILY NAME:   ———————————-         (Wife/Partner Christian Name) ________________ 
 

FIRST NAME:————————————-                               OTHER NAME/S: ——————————-  
 

Military/Civilian Awards (if any)________________________________________ 

 

Service/PMkeyS Number (if applicable)______________________ 

 

ADDRESS: NUMBER:  ________ 

STREET NAME:________________________________ 

SUBURB/TOWN/CITY etc __________________________________ 

POST CODE:___________  STATE_________ 

Contact Details:  Telephone (H) ___________________ (W) __________________ 

FAX: __________________ Mobile: _____________________________________ 

EMAIL ADDRESS (If applicable): __________________________________ 

 

I hereby apply to join 5 Field Ambulance RAAMC Association as (Please mark “X” in the appropriate box 
below) 

 

A FULL MEMBER (served/serving in the A.D.F. or Allied Forces) 

AN ASSOCIATE MEMBER (never served in the A.D.F. --Australian Defence Forces) 

ADF CADET ($5) 

Annual Subscription ($15) is due on the 1
st

 January each year. (Reminders will be included in each 

“ACTIVITY SHEET”) --LIFE MEMBERSHIP is $100.  

Cheques/Money Orders should be made out to “5 FIELD AMBULANCE ASSOCIATION” and forwarded to 
either — Alan Curry OAM  (Hon Sect) 35/1a Gordon Cl., ANNA BAY. N.S.W 2316 OR Ann Jackson (Hon 
Treasurer), 64 Morris St., ST MARYS NSW 2760. EFT Details: BSB: 637000, A/C Number: 717253825, A/C 
Name: 5

th
 Field Ambulance Association, Bank: Greater Building Society.  (Please identify yourself). All 

acknowledgements will be in next Newsletter. 

(SIGNATURE) ___________________________(DATE) ________________ 

http://www.raamc.org.au

